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P R E F ACE 

I Now prefent my Reatfers with, a 
Third Volume of Occafional 
Papers. They who fountl the for- 
mer Foiumes ireful and entertain-, 
ingj I hope wiS not ^e dijaf pointed if they 
read this with- the like^Ex'peiiati»ns. 

The general View of tbefe Papers is L i- 
BERTY, -within the Bounds of Reafon and 
Religion.'' This is what wiUhe always dear to. 
voife and good Men ^ thoughtbe Stupid and In- 
dolent^ and vitious part of Mankind would-, 
give it upi and thofe who lufl for unlimited 
Power and Dominion do their ntmofi to drive, 
it out of the World. 

I have ex^efi my Concern for Religious 
Liberty, ^though I have at. the fame Time 
guarded againft all the Ahufos of it. In vin- 
dicating this Freedom, I have Qin mine own 
Opinion at Itajf) hen contending for the^z\t\\. 
A a For 
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for if a Man nnufi mt judge for himfdiij 
he may ^^^Papift, a Lutheran, a Calvinift^ 
or of what Name and Party ht pleafes ; hit 
he cant he a Chriftian ; Since every pifctftU , 
^ Chriji mufi ha^^ a Reafon to give foubfi: 
Hope that is in Him. He muft firft he fer- 
fuaded of the Truth of /JE^tf Chriftian Reve- 
lation, and then aH 4ccording to what h? 
(himfiif^ and not Another^ apprehends t0 ht 
theScnih df it, - 

' For wine own Party Jam fo well convinced 
of the Truth of the ScripCurc, that I nevea ' 
fear leing reafoned out of that Conviliion s 
And am fo entirely fat isfied of the Sufficiency^ 
and Perfpecuity of it too^ in aU Matters of 
Confequence^ that while I have commok ^enfei' 
and common Honefly^ I fear never an Hftrc- , 
fic of them aO. The Weapons of Reafon md 
Argument are at the Service of .tlfofe wko^ 
differ from me : But as for ail SSrts of Car^^ 
nal Weapons y I am for fending them iack to^: 
the Philiftines, where they were firft fqrged* , 

J am very forry that this gn^s Herely of ^ 
VttkcxVLiOtn has JiiSfo maty Votaries j ami 
particularly where 1 leafi expeSedit^ That, 
ihofe harmlefs Lamisy who^ to wy Aemem* 
JkancCj have been Heating againfl Ptrfecu^^ 
thn thefe Thirty Tear s^ fhould now hire and 
devour one another ; who would have thought 
it ? That thefe innocent Doves fhould^ in th^ 
very fighf of thf^ Hawk^ and nop far out of 



bis Re4(^y yet y fieikiHg at each other ^ after 
ah their mouftifut If of is on Afcouni if Otr- 
fre£ton^ is vohat I JhouU not have imagUJ* 
I wijlrthofe good Feopte wUi an^ pouli 
atty refetit wy tV^y of expreftng my good 
Wi/hesy IJhall only fay, ^ It is tfte Raillery 
J* of a triettd.*' ; 

' This Quotation Uads me to add. That fuch 
fis are converfant with thofe Polite Perfor- 
mances, which tfed to footh the Mindj when 
ft bad heen ruffled with the Q^rrefs of Par^ 
ties in the declining Tears of the lufi Reign^ 
will not wonder y that I am we led to men^ 
tioH, with Honour and Refffiil, the late Ex^ 
eeUent Mr. Addifott. Jffb Inter eft id thofe 
fnJlmlHuie and fine Pieces, will make his 
Memory dear to Pofierityy as long as Wit, 
Humour, Good Manners, Liberty, Fertue or 
Religion^ have any Intereji in Britain. / 
0ou7d reckon my fktf wanting in my Rejpe^f 
toaffj if I did not, on this Occajfony drop # 
flower on his Grave, , andjhewmyfetf affeS^ 
ed with fopuhlici a Loft, tarn the rathej 
yd to it,. tecat{e feme of my Readers h(p^ 
keen fo kind^ to jnake him the Author of nsyt 
{.ucuirationSi at leafi of feme of them* Thi 
/ cannot commend their Judgment ^ and knowf 

them to ie grofy deceived ; yet there is not 

a little Satiifahion in Being mifiaken for 
fuch a Man. I am indeed pnrfuing the fame 
^nds, tho^h in a different manner, and with 



wery different, Ahilities : ^And I fhould h - 
very mf^fh difcQuraged at the little Good done ' 
ij my EJfaySi in proportion to what I voijh ; '/ 
m:re it notjoovijihle that his much fuperior ^ 
S^nfe and Ahilitieiy and much Better Per-' 
farmancesy have had fuch fmaS Succefsy and 
done fo tittle to refine the Tafle^or direSl the ] 
JUannersi ff my Qoutttrymen. ... 

It is a Sat is fc^ ion to have endeavoured 
toell; Lam Jufe my Intention harhen^ todo^^ 
good I fit out (as my Gt^Viihct declares)] 
with an.HeartlfuUof^oodWifhesto my] 
native ComtryX^and to thofe r/oho are devoted] 
to the.Servif^ of Truth^Vertue and Religion .• 
htcne (jf^ w^{k^, I am fu/Iy perfuadedy toiJl* 
ever fufer\ n:m^ of Liierty I, 

have a(b)an({e4^J^r endeavoured to propagate^ ' 
jA, Liccntioufocfs in Thinking^ and A^ing too^' 
is what I h^^rtily ahhor ; though I^ would 
have every . Man m^ j^ of hisov/ix 

Heafbh ahut. thpfe Matter Sy that ^ are his • 
dearefi CtrnQer^^^^d phefftn-m Man' 

can he dfcpunt^le f<>r jhlmy'^-f^^^ declared 

againjl. 4il. abp,fl^?e Notions ^li^^ 
loth ]in' Matt err i^ Faith andp\X^y: ^ Ihdvi 
endeavoured^ to Jferve the laudatle !^cal of 
Thofe whd\are concerned^ for the Credit of 
the ,CQiriman4rtients, m weS as to guidi 
the Zeal of fuch ^ as are contending ahouf 

^fticles ,^/ Faitht . \ ^ ^ 



tt is with pecHfuir Tlcafurey that IrefieU 
tfx my Eflays to ferve the Hmmirahle S-p- 
ciETiEs for Reformation of Manners. 
I VBtjh jSt to whom 1 have aidrefi on their 
£ehalf, would give themfelves leave to look 
■mier with Care^ what f have there laid to- 
gether, I cannot hut hope it would rowze 
inany of the Friends to Relifton and f^ertue-, 
and engage them in the Dejign. ' I am fure 
this is what J heartily wijbt and Jhcerely 
fropofed. 

I fbaS only add my Thanb^ to thofe Gen- 
tlemen who have^ encouraged Me hy their 
' Approhationy and efpeeially By their Affi- 
ance : The Continuance of iotlf which is ear- 
nefily dejiredy hy 

Thdr humble Servant, 

The Au T H o K^ 




Ti6«? C O N T E N T S. , 

llunber t. Of MftMa^thiigi 

AKnSbwb t» di«nge*iifie*« Mm4 «ad Pradicei oa Qmfi- 
^ ftioQ* at ciTentia] jtp an lioiie(^ Man,4t a Love toTriitA 
and Goodae{s» /• 9*^ Men liable to flSrrdr, IboMld be opea (# 
CMviftteo, Ju 4, Afl Ai^udietr ^f t grqit Mted !• prefar 
Truth to all Cdn(iderauolui» p. $• Ch»m of Sencinieoc ta 
be •wntd 00 proper Oectfiolii, f • d. • No booeft Man at it« 
bertjrto profeu or aAcodCrtry cahif rtalSeiNifDcotff« p^j^ 
IngmRotu Riira6iatioi|r a Placer oi Juftice ip Trutb, p* 8« 
Woald befriend frath if encouraged, p. p«. Ai necefTaiV 
from Religion aa Reafoii, f^ 10. Comatcamood b^ tka bet 

The JileferaMtioD fron Poperj* an Jnftafice of RetradatioSf 
^. I f • A free Allowance of mgennoui RctraARioim, ^t k 
CoDiitriea where Froteftanc Principles are embraced* p^id* 
Yet dHbonraged on all Haiidt, p. i€. Bj all Metliodf o^ 
Violencftm Popiih Countries, p» i^*. By jnegatfve Dffcoikage. 
nencs in other Places^ p. 40. Aliidii Itt o^ry Place, f / 
N€|^d end OHMegspc* p* aff« aa* Psodence to be nfed in 
maSing Retra^bationSf p. 13, 94. Mr. filUamiire*% Jott 
Codimendationv on thii Head, p. sf* f$»r« ' \. ^ 

Numb. 1^. 0/ J^ajfJI^Mf^ 
Occafion of the Title, p. 3. What a Bugbear iti p. 4« 
Several InQances, p.6. Impredions of this kind eafilymade 
on the Mind, and- keep long FoiSsffion, p, 7. Roman if ««» 
ff'wm (bch Bugbears, p. 9. Omens, Dreams, PTognofticati* 
ons alio, p. Zi.« Igoeraoce of tlie Cau(e of Things, thePa^ 
tent of fiichBogbears, f • 14. Men naturallj prone to fnper- 
ftitious Fear, ibU, Bugbears in Trade, p. x 7. In Academies^ 
ikid. No Man a Politician without a good CoUeAion of them* 
p* 11. Never biveh^cn MevcflUMncroBtor pernicious than 
in "Religion, p. it. Ecdefiadioit Bugbears among Papifts* 
p, ij, 14. Mot confined to that CSiureh* Heid^, JSchifm, 
Nidknames, fuch Bugbeaiti /. 16. The Mifchlaf 4ione by 
them, p« a:7i ^ 

Nnmb. Itt. no tuars. 

I. To Pr. fridiiUM, on Oacafiim of a PalG^ in the fir A 
Volume of the Connexion of the HiAaiy of the Old and 
New TeftaoieBt, coocerniqt Litnrgies» ao<f bearing hard 00 
Diflentert, p. 4* 

II. A Letter to the Audlai, opoo another Pafiape of the 
Do^oi^s i in the Paeface to hta Seoood Volume, relating to the 
Rule in the Common.Fniyer Bo(^ for finding JUjCr > and 
refleftiog QO Diflenteri» p. j^ Numbf 
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h (>Qe to tbe 4uthor» on t)ut PaiTage io Dr. B|^/a 
JDioos oa the Beautj 9^ HdincA io tb^ Omuiiioq Prayer, ^« 
't48. -viJt*. ^' It was a remarkable SayiMt fbmidcd on the 
•« Reaib^pf ThiiigS) ^bit a preaching Qiuri^ csymoi ftand. 
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RmarM op ^ Paflage ia DnlSe^(Ri*i> .tod luiolher i« 
Pr. UtfMm^ Sermpos before the $m)f of th(^ Clergy* cQti* 
ccrnisg the Antlioritjr of the Fatheri«. in uitejrprcciaB Scnp* 
tufe, p* 8. 

tih A Letter from Mr. Pi/ibmum to ^ Author* allow- 
nig him to publiih a Letter from Mr. Cotton. MsUfnci Nmh 
Xi^land^ ^ 1). • 

- IV. Mr. C. Mather^a Letter, printed from (bcOriginal,/ ."a/* 
: Numb. V. Of tho Aififo of lihtr^^ 

The Uberty aflerted in thefe Papera, (uch only at iarcak 
ibnable, ju(l, and Chridian, f. |« ohoald qot be abufAcU f.f. 
Should be itfed with Decency, p. 6. Should iibt be made tb 
fatroaize aAiog withoot Thought* or an ha(ly Change df 
Sentimei^u, i^iiif. Nor to entourage any (e^tipai BdbivtDttr» 
/• 8. Men prone to abufe Liberty, lliid to avoid Bztremea* 
ii'td.. Pride a common Caufe of the Abufe of Liberty) ^.9. 
And Vice, /. |p.. And intriguiqg Ambition, p ti* fte» 
Reafon to t^ke aw«7 tbe juft Liberty, becai^ib it is abn&d. 
f*[iuiiy*'",%j4. m^ny Evils proceed^om the Abufe of LK 
hcrtyi ^,.17. It dotb Mifchief to the Perfoir]^gifi»tf» 7* i& 
19, 20. It bjciagt a Scandal on joiH 'Liberty, i^iV. Regard 
to fia^nral, RI^p at|d t^e Laws of the Landi a Biikin til ^re« 
irent the Abiiie of Ciyil Liberty, f. iv. To keep within th^ 
l^un^i^ pf GOD -Sr written Law or the Holy Scriptures^ af 
proper to prerjont the Abufe of religious Liberty, f.%\, Aa 
Addxefs to fuch as are apt to run into this Abufe. p. t6% 

' Ni^rnb* VI. Jow Uttm. 

I. Relating to thp Removal of the. Incapacities oi Protfr 

fianc piffenftfrii I* B* 

IL Anoche^oo th^ fame Argument, ^. 8* . 

HL (Queries about Coercion in Matters of ReUgion«f« %^. 

\y. A Lctt^fV^fithva^X^^in Bpitsph on Bigotry, ^. ai, 
, : . Nup^b. VII. Of piv^m. 

Mifchiefs of Difcor^* p.- 3« Differences in many Caternn*' 
avoidable, /yjr« vDOTcQtdand Strife^ rqp common on accono^ 
qf dififerent6pifii0q8> p $. This much worfe than an invov 
lu^^ry Mift^Q*. P* 8^ Attempts to briug Men to an Onenefi 
9f EipreiTion m Matters pi Faith» or Uoiformity in Worftip, 
rery mifcbipY^Al.^ thft Clvircbi f* to*. Quarrelling the too 
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common Attend^ot'df C<>ntiroyerry, ^; ii. Di&reoces a^ul; 
"the Trinity a great Occadon of Quarrel. A remarkable Paf? 
^ fage of HiUnM^ on this Subje^i ^. - 1 2. Di viiicHiii arifing 
rirom Mens Aiiibitlpn and Totriguei f6r Po^er ancT Pretei^ 
«taemi,^l3. Hegard CO private Ad\ranoeiaaeQt^r Gain, hnrtl 

ful to tne Public*/, z^.. Different Principles in* Prime |iir4 
miftecs mtfjfaiidrdufi j^ 17. As are Contefts ^or Power and 
-Superiority, where- there is no Difagreementin Prindplet^ ijft. 
*-I,9« Unlers.tnpretrentiBg the Miirhief a bad Prince might 

orherwife do^ f. to. Siich contending Statefmen* apt to 
•mine onir another^ p, iu A Quotation from a Sermon of 

Numb.VlII. Jfj^rthw Thoughts ufpn'Dmfms. 
.'^TfaisSubjbft (eifdnabk, f^> 4* 'Pride the great Canfe of 
Divifions, f, f v In fbme Conftitutional, in others proceeding 
•faim eistcriial {acidentt, f,6* Common among learned Men 
.f ntl.Divinet;'/. 7. Little People often conceited withoat Rea^ 
•fon, f. 8* IntereA added to Pride enilames tlM Quarrel, f. ^. 
-Paflionand Pretfulne& create Diicord,/. ix. Asdo^uff^icion 
.nnd Jealoufyt /• 13* Mens native Inciinationv to Societv 
ihoqid check Di^rd^ f . i/. Diviiion deftroys the grand Iir- 
.tention of Society, /. 16, Union tncreafei Power, ihd*^ Ik 
a Marjc of ^ifdom, f.ij. Divifion will rdlne the beA Cofir 
Sdivmn^f, 1^. A dividing Spirit contrary to the Laws of 
Chrift, and ChrifTian Temper, ^ 19* A Letter^toThe AnAoi 
i)n the Papcr/N^. V^ 0/ /Ire -<f^ii/e«/ ZiA*r/yr p.;a<. 

• Numbi IX. OffUjs and Mafqturad0s^ 

* Pkyit^nd publick A6^ings hive betid ancient^ maybenft- 
fill, p. 3. Such hardly to be expeded from the Engii/hSt^ge^ 
f. 5; Great Mifchief done to our Youth in general by them, 
mfyediWy the trading part* f. 6» They mightily inAame viil 
cioQS Inclination, by giving a Reliih to vain and brutiih Piea^ 
fores, p. 7. Their Plan romantkk, f » $• The Copdu^^ of 
Mys^intriguing, p. 10. Both ^ve a wrong Tufn to Men of 
Bo(inefs,p ii. StagerninsTruth,p.i2« Mifchievoos to5er^ 
vants and Children b^foi-e Marriage,]^. 13. Coffupts theTafte 
n^rlMarriagei p. 14* Mifchiefs don^ by Plays fummed up* 
iM. . Some Quotations from Mr.'GI/lf#f, p* ly, i6* The 
Sen(e of the LegiOatnre concerning Playcrs> p. ij. Great 
Men concerned to avoid theie Pkl^fores, boraufe eirpenlive» 
p. 18. And will much debafe them in the Opbion of Man* 
kind, efpecialty Mafqueradingr p. ip^. 'Kogood Policy td 
give into the(e Dfveriions, p. 10. A Quotadoo from the J^r« 
Jhinkef' Extraerdinary to this Purpofe'p. ■± I « The (candaloca 
Original of them in Mngland^ pi iu A^'i'^rtoas Addrefi 
/. hercT 



Numb. 'K.0f''6emus\ ' -^ ' : ^ . " 
* The bcatlitii<?ewV;' p. J , 4. Dtfifercncc becWeco GrVMri tn^ 
inienium,f.f. ' Iqcfinati'on Wttfa a^ddt JE^bpOTtiod of 'Vigor' 
and Force -What completes a Genius;' f, 6. Vaft ?ariery ^^ 
Inclinatioiis amoc|^ Men/ y. 6^7. ,tW the^wTe -O^tot)? 
Proridcoc* for the greater flarmbnjr pf the World,' jp/^^V 
Refemblabce berwieii thii Harmony ktid that oF SbuttU^,' 
parfoed in (evetal hiftances, to ^ 14* <^ BbMonT^iia Variet/ 
jof Things, mixt in an apt and agreeable manner, iM. Va*' 
iiety'of Powers and Inclinations atobng Menthiis agneeably; 
mixt, /». i f, 1%Kr a wife Pmvifidnfoc the common goodj 
p,i6. MenibQUld fallow Ceniis in the Choice of -Bmploy. 
flienti, pi if* And ^reutt coaiult itPin-the Education of 
Children,^. ^8* . A ^^'^^ capable of Knprovemenr, f» l^ 
7rueGH»«/muttbedircoveredfhat it maybe improved,^, ti. 
Mad be idpplftd #i(fh Miittei' to work. up^n> iM. h/tvttt not 
be oTerftrained, p. ii. Muft be exerciied and alTiiled, f. %y 
A Gmiits'UpiAitid iy bifuft, p. 2±ir ^Tis often prejudicial 
io be fettered by Rules, ^. 15 • It if ruined by wrong-Appli- 
cacton, p» 17. Should^not grafp too much^ pf tB* AteV be 
Jiindred from exerting it felf bj bodily Wetknefs,- Vkt, PilC 
ion* Party^ (^uarrfel«, f . ip, jovYeif is thc^c fincouragement 
toinlproteaGenius,>. 31. ' . '* . 
Numb.XL *Qf uneharitattt OiktintiMs nk$m fbi Doftrmo 
' of the Trinity. ' ' 

- Variety ^ Opinion* do Auch Mifchief, f. 3. This nbt'-ta' 
be remediecl by Aalftonty/p. 4; Whether mutual Forbearance 
and Charity W3uld^66t beabetttrMcfhod?^.^. ' This'-necA 
not abate any juft Concern for Trdth; 'nbrfet afideaM^^Chrf- 
ftian Means of' defending it, iBid, • The unhappy Corit rover* 
fy of thifr' Tift)e,'abbut^ thr Unity: and dmioaioli^of^ F:ath€r^ 
^Oy* ahd*flofyGhoft>>v7;' Iftiprol^cr hi* this^oifit to obHgo 
Mai to recei96 aAy^ othei^I>ytermff&aeibhft tfiaif tvtult th6 Scrips 
Kilts'*. ha v^ gif^^'f^. A mbre partfcula/ DecifiOn of^ this 
Matter tl&an'Wh^ ^e Scriptures haveteiad^. Wcki bird for hu- 
man -QetormiliittiOti,^^ 9* T6rms to be ufed for this Purpofc 
inuft be very abftra(5i-ed and above the Reach Of commqjir' 
Chriftiaos* p, xo> Chrift and his Apoftles cofifidered the 
Weaknefs of thofe whom they intruded, and adapted Them- 
ielves'to their Capacities, p* xi. ii» 13* ObjeAion ftartpd a- 
bout the Importance o^ the DpArioe. p.i 4. It cannot bp ne* 
ceflary to determine any Thing concerning it, which theScripf 
torci bavp not determioed, >. i r. Scriptures a perfcdt Rule 
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AJditiiMii Co ctiieiii ai to ueed na Ibterpretiatjpa, in necef' 
Itrj Point!, ^. ifi, tj. T,he Importance «/ thofe' Point* an 
Awq^fatdgaioftct^iriiem^ determined hfjjtiicnpCDraip 
t^tu. f.io.' An Cfojca^oa about kwful Confcauencef 
^oin Scimture. Ifhcre mulibe ^iftingntihed ^omtlieAU' 
1^^ of ScriiJture It felf, p. ti. Humuie Qctennioaiir 

SI in tbii Point in^poOible, iiid. No Authority cQablilh' 
for niakip| ii^ch qetermiQationi. f. tj, 14, fre ftioul4 
lie cautKHit of bringing In Philofophj' lo make thele Decifi- 
<f(i^ f.^i' ^ucb Decenninatiops rery daogeroii* and pre)a-t 
^{^ to the true End* of Rcligioa. gteitlj jactaJit tbd 
Caulb of DiviGoiU. ^. XJ. >lew Qoarrelt about the Mean-t 
Vig of thele betcrminauoai, f.18. They niake Oppoietg 
tj^ostc, f. 19. 149^ M'ifb^ ''^■^' by ^1^"° *0' Pfodi-^ . 
M^Reiigion, ^.30, }ri. 

■ ^uipb. XII. -4" -'V^rr/' « iff/"" <!/■ i'i"" wrf Ji*«* 

, iitti M «tf ra gtnirgl, Wfih Rilmtm U tbt Steiitm ftf, 
■ %tf*tfitati»«. 

■ Ij[ow Pcrloni of noble Birth and Ranjt might efU;q(U9|p» 
tW Design. Suph addreil Jo, /. -f.' Their &jHa[ipl« woal4 
pompt Mp> °£ Wealth ana Subftance- to beir theBx|)«ik«n 
f-6^ Th<^e who bjithe peculiar Sicfling of GOJ^ hatrffbeni; 
epriched, fljould coniider what they oWe of thif k<nd in. 
Point of Gratitude, ;, 7. Rich People sddreft tog(ulerJ»> 
Te£aJ;HcK|s,of-pi(liDt%ion, t'9i9 They who .ncgje^ tUt 
CauICi fliould coniider lyiw iar they ue cbatgnbie wilJi 
tiic. Quilt of abounding Wickedneii, f. to. )Mn-ttf -Wif- 
dom, Prud^cc, Kiuwledgc in ^e Law* and Difpofitionf' 
of die People^ addrelitf,;/. li. AH Mcnof No^ iQtreatQ4 
to qxintemnce tlM Sqcicties by their good Eiaofple, f. 13« 
Thflic who can do notjiing ^e (bould afibrd ibmc of tbeiri 
^iotc^. 14. Ttri »ery g09d Mao'i Concern, f. \i, 
ibc Scandal of laroing Informer^ removed, f. t6, 17. 1% 
19. Merely (o iDfanDi is no 111 Thing, f. lo: Notiiii^ 
<^;i t)e a greater or iqore upirerM Concern than ihii,^. ti> 
tndifo«nce in tbii Caufcutv^ou^ttable,'/*. it. i}. Ths 
Societiet Rqlci <iuly regard^ Wfould r^nota «U Frqadiii«i 
D^iaft (bem, t-^jh ' ■ - i : ■ .1 
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Recogmifire fa fauUy Confeffet fin thuke ou I^ 
norance, Ceder quand il faut font tmrs de 
Jugment de Candeur & Snceritiy qui font 
les frincipales Qualites Xun honnefte & fage 
homme^ VopinUflreti accufe thonwu dt ftu-^ 
fiiun vices & defauts. 
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LOVE of Truth and 
GoodneTs is noc inore 
Efibntijil «>. an honeft 
Mao, than a readinofs 
CO change bis Mind and 
Prafiice upon Conridion 
chac. he is in the wrong. 
Indeed thefc Two are 
infeparably conne&ed in 
our prefent fallible Condition. Poffibly thpfe, 
who are arrived at a better State, mayi get 
dear of all their Miflakes, as well as theit ill 
Habits, immediately ; and yet be capable of 
anendlefs Improvement in Knowledge, by ba- 
Ting,tlieir Minds extended ftill to diftover far- 
ther Objefts, and new Relations of Things, 
which they had no Notions of before : Upon 
this Suppofition, they may receive continual 
Additions to their Store, and yet have no oc- 
pafions to change their former Sentiments j 
becaufc they were right, as far as they went 
But I am lure in this Life we find frequent 
A J rea- 
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reafon to give up millaken Opioioft$9 as. well 
as to cake in additional Light. 

Wc cannot but perceive oiirfelves liable to 
tmumerable Errors^ even when we are moA: 
careful to aVoid tbenii from our Ignorance in 
the Nature jd£ Tlungs> or in the^Ufe and 
Meaning^ of Words. We take up Opinions 
or engage in Pradices^ thro' the Influence of 
Education, Friendflups and Alliances, or in 
the heat of Oppofition and Prejudice, whicb 
cannot be maintained upon more exad Enqui- 
Hits J or incQbUlidiiiipafeialTbJDbglkts. Pf^ 
tatlihgOpinfon's ihfenfibly g'ain^tge f offeBibft 
of our Minds, and have commonly the Ad- 
vantage of being the firft Comers ; and yet 
jtre very often tio better than prevailing Falf« 
hoods, 4'nc&ly the Re^erfe of Truth. We 
ate all too ape to 'be mided, where the Safety 
of our valuable Interefts, or Peace/ with out 
Neighbours^ apjpieir to depend upon a |>articu* 
tar Sett of Principles, or upon tailing in with 
a Party : A Man ean hardly forbear wifiiing 
chofe Things to be true aqd right, which be 
apprehends k would be for his. Convenience 
to find fo : And many Ptr&afions, when they, 
are narrowly looked into, plainly appear to 
have had no better ^ Foundation. 

It nMift therefore be highly reafonablc to ex- 
amliiie our Sentiments; and always to lie open 
to Convidion and farther Light upon better 
Confideration of a Cafe, and to be willing to 
profit by the Diligence and Enquiries of o- 
rher Men. Without this, Reafott would be 
given us in vain ; Study and Converfe would 
be pfelefs and unprofitable Things. It would 
beVmucfa happier for us to have no Advan- 
tages 
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tagcs for b^tcer Ii^flruftiobi -M. no dpzcitf 
to iihprpve by them ; if weimtifl: .oecciTaciljr 
t)ie ^ak'd dov^n to thoT^^ Apprchcnfioos o( 
Things* eiffifran Rcligioa or cKhcrmfei 
which wt ^yehjfcppeu'd fo light upon. That 
Maa only» who is ready to Change his Mind 
upon proper ConyiAion) is in the Way to 
come at the Knowledge of Troth. He, who 
k neither afliiuned of bis own Ignorance, nor 
unwilling to receive help from any quartet 
tow^rd$^the better Information of his Mind» 
or afraid to difcard an old and favoured Opinio 
on. upon^etter Evidence ; he, I fay» will find 
Truth kindl^^<;^^ before hitn, ind freely of- 
fer it felf to biniN; he will be furptiied witb 
the noble Pkafure>pf a new Difcovery, and 
his Knowledge witt1)e always prpgreffive at 
long as he livc^« But .a Man tenacious, of 
his firft Thoughts, is necelTarily ' concluded 
in £rror> if ever he happens to miftake ; and 
he is much more like to have Miftakes thick 
fown in his^Mindj than anptber who is jea* 
lous of themi and has long endeavoured to 
difcern and (hak^ them off. When People 
once arrive, tp ^n Opinion of Infallibility ^ and 
have made their Lafi Underfianiing^ they cat 
never grow Wi^r . than the/ are already. 
. 'Xis an Aijgttment indued of Levity ahd 
Weaknefs of Minds to change our Opinion 
upon eyfejry ^ight Appearance or to. give it 
up ,to the ^Authority of Others* Botic^^r-i 
goes a;;t;ealQre2y:^£sof Soul, to have always \ 
a Regard to Truch'.fuperiour to every other 
Coniiderartioi^s ^qd to feel an undiilembled) 
^leafure upon thedifcovery o£ it. If Truth : 

i$i3t/WiNP^4f^4.49raal, 'lis the natiical i&flnv« 

of 
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of a Rcafonable Mind to yield to its powet-* 
ful Light, and embrace its lovely Form^ 
whcrc-ever it appears : 'Tis SuPerflithn^ to 
be fond of an old Opinion not fbpported by 
it; Idolatry^ to adore the Ima^e and falfe Apr 
pearancc of it; but open Profaneuefs, to neg- 
k& and coAtemn it. The only acceptable Sa^^ 
(rifice belre, is that of our darling Prejudice i 
and the oaring of an upriglit Mind, like the 
Perfume of Incenfe. 

But a hearty Lover of Truth will not con- 
tent himfelf with a meet Change of his Scn-^^ 
timents^^ upon Con vidion, concealed within 
his own Breaft ; but will ihgennouily acknow* 
ledge his Miflake as freely it\d as publickly 
as be had avowed it : Which is the Thing I 
Mean by RetraSathn ; and is a Subjed, which 

I think it well worth my while to fpend t: 
Paper upon. ^ 

I I pretend not to affirm, that aMan is obliged 
m every Cafe to acquaint the World with the 
Alteration of his Judgment. In trivial Mat- 
ters certainly it is needlefs to trouble othe^ 
Peopled with our Apprehcnfions one way or 
another: Or if the Change of Sentiments 
mtdsy in- its Influence, within our private 
Thoughts, and does not neceiTarily lead to a 
viifiblc Alteration in our PraAice. And where. 
Prejudices ane fo Arong and general againft 
rhat which I am convinced to be trne, that 
I can hzvi no rational Profped: of any bet- 
ter SuccefSf if< I (hould let my Mind be pub-. 
lickly knownv than to inBaibe others and dq 
myfeif a Prejudice ? it may, fd¥ ought I know, 
be noblabeable Policy to enjoy filently my 
own^fiftrfuafloni if I can be allowed to do fo 

:f ■ with- 
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without any Profeflion contrary to it, either 
in Word or Pradice^ . And yet ofven in that 
Cafe, a Man, who is perfuadcd he has Truth, 
on his Side, will think it a Refle&ion 9po9: 
the Age or the Plgcc he li^es in, that h^; 
cannot be allowed : 9 fair Hearing without; 
Offence : Ever]r M^n thinks fo in his Qwn 
Cafe at Icafi, wbetfaei: he be fo juO:jpr.nQt,to 
efteem it, an equal Hardfliip, chat oth^r Peo- 
ple ibould be confined. . : 1 

But an hpnefi Man is not, zt Liberty, e^ 
ven in t)^t vfdwa^H Point, to prpfefe or a^ 
inconfiilent with his Sentiments of Truth or> 
Right : And tberelFore) as far as h9*;i9uft de*' 
dare himfelf one wa^ or another -ppph fucb 
Things, he muft difclaim what hQ takes ifo 
be wrong, \yheFe Miftakes are apprehend^ 
ed to be of confiderable ImpQftance to the 
Honour of Almighty Gpd, or tb(? Gopd of 
Mankind, *tis a noble and generpu; ^pnduft 
to bear a pubjick Teftimony againft them*' 
E^edallj; when a Man has any way publilh-' 
ed jsis Opinion to others and fprf^d A Mi-* 
^ake^ it becomes a Piece of n^tul^ai , Jufikc' ' 
to .endeavour to fet them Right, !Whfre bq 
hath led them Wrong 1 an:d to let tluji^ k^ow^ 
tb& Evidence: npoU; which he.^ hatbj i^ceivcd* 
Conyi^ion. It ifpuld be cruel tf> le«ve jQiihers' 
under a Oelufion, into which we w^rC;the> 
Occafipn of bringing jthem. .f . ^ » 

T% f^ine Franknefs and Since?:ity, jwhich' 
makes me^declare xay felf of pne Opinion at 
one Time, will oblige me to (declare my felf 
of Another afterwards, if TnyScmtmentsitrc 
reaJIy a^Itcrd. - 
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"-W« &tr6 this Jaftke to Trath, as welj as 
Mr MankiAd ; IB by a plimfibfe Repjxfentati- 
60, or a- faMc CoJouring,"Wfe ihav^inadean EH 
rof t* 'i»ekt fts Afpeaj to'flrip thatErifot of 
itj I>i(|uife, and fti\T tfjc Thing itt that 
Better Light In wbidi it tioVr appears to as.' 
'Tis'a nJoble f afllge of 't^^ Gireai? Mr. lo^ib, 
^hen, -ubdii 4 cloAst Iftfpcftion' of the woHc- 
ihg of t{i4f>Mtffd>> axi^ upon a fhriAer ExaiAi-: 
nation of. the Motives and Vit'tH by WHi^ 
Men' ati<^fKray-U he futond R^aTon to after 
Jih- Thob^ts concerning ^at which 'gives 
tlk lift &dttr»»riation-ta <hi^ll-fti allVo^ 
hiikaVy AAibiil. '< thefc are his^£xprefSons'%' 
«'I ■ «ri»btJ'fort>ear 'tii icSndwiedge TW# 
•««fl?lh^ WorId'vW«<h -as- touch Freedom aihd 
••Rftfiidiafi^ iSl at'iirft>publifted whatchdtr 
«iieAl&i&Wtt<i he right'; lifaibking my fe|P 
*?1tabw^ ^^ftcerhedr- to ^qoit and rcpo^Mv'itt^ 
♦^^ijini^rf^bPitiy ow», thxtt ifo oppofe *Pfik4 
<-*'df >in<M<MS''wt)en'litith' appears againftif^' 
*" for ita^.Triith aJotie -f feci, land "f bar vw» 
'-alway^'^be w^lcotoe t&'ttii, xf^hen dr'ftt^iif 
''•'WAehc^ •ifoievi'r it cdmes.* AtH m the fati^ 
Bdok'I-'ffhd' itie ' foHowing admintf;>le Lideli 
•vflii rtrtjlfoftrrtt EditioW^of this Tr^tife, 
*^I'ga<M afn Aceoutit oP itty .Thboghtsf cdtv- 

*^Mrty>attd Nkeffitjy)* ikceording to the Light 

* I then had : And no#, as a Lover ttf 

■rutfhjlnd not a Worfci pper of my own Do- 

**ftj*itt«i I own fomc Change of my Opinf- 
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* #r«^. to £/iy m Hum. Undtrjt, fk £d&. 
t.£/*y. p. i8i, 

: / * on. 
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* on, which I think I have difcovered Ground 
^ fon In what 1 firft writ, I with an pn- 

* biailed Inditferency followed Truth, w|ii- 

* thcr I thought (he led me : But neither ^c- 

* ing Co vain, as to fancy Infallibility, not* {o 

* difingenuous as to di0emble my .Miftakes- 

* for fear of blemiAing my Reputation, I have 
' with the fj|mc fincere Defign for Truth. 
' only, not been afbamed to publifli what a 

* fevere Enquiry has fuggeftcid/ ^ 
Certainly, were this Temper generally 

prevailing, itvrould above all things befriend' 
free Enquiries after Truth, and be of- the 
greateft Benefit to the World. It would dif- 
pofe to a generous Largenefs of Mind, to 
make all due Allowance to Others, as well 
as to claim a juft Liberty to Our feives, with- 
oiit any Indnuation of Jealoufy or Reproach. 
Men would not be afhamed to acknowledge, 
a Miftake, or injure their Confciences by DiA 
(imulation, or fubmit to the Meannefs of be- 
ing content to be thought of another Mind 
than they really are. 'Tis indeed low^&r- 
vitude, not to dare to own the Truth, whether 
thro' inordinate Love of Our feives, or Fear 
of other Men. 

And indeed from the Wife and the Gopdj( 
it may be hoped that a Man can have little; 
to fear for fuch a fteady Regard to the Di- 
dL2Ltcs of Truth. It muft rather conciliate rtQ. 
a Man an honourable Regard from all, wb^J«^| 
Efteem is worth defiring. For fuch a Perfoti' 
appears difintereftedly honefl, as well as he 
feels in himfelf the Satisfadioh f f ^ being Co* 
He fbews, that his own Iptereft '^nd Credit 
are of little Weight with himj in Compari- 

^ fon 
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Ton of the Honour of Truth. Shall not fuch 
a Mm be thought worthy to be heard in a- 
oy thing be has to offer ? When the ftrift Ad- 
herer to his own Opinion once taken up, tho' 
perhaps only upon the Credit and Authority 
of others, without any Examination for him- 
fclff is very apt to be tranfported with inde- 
cent Zeal and uncharitable Sufpicion, and 
plainly appears more defirous that his Opini- 
on ftould be trtie^ than that Truth itfelf ihould 
prevail 

Converfation with a Man of an ingenuous 
Temper is much more eafy and agreeable^ 
when he is willing to hear the Reafons of 
Others, as well as to offer his own ; and ap- 
pears indiflPerent whether bis Arguments (ball 
convince me, or mine (ball prevail with him^ 
according to Evidence ; and is readier to re< 
ceive it as a favour if he catr proHt by me^ 
than to triumph upon a fuppofed Conqueft. 
This Man treats me upon the Square : Debates 
upon thefe Terms would be carried on with 
equal Pleafure and Advantage, and Society 
be one of the moft improving and entertain-* 
iiig Things in the World. But a Man, that 
is determined to maintain every Principle he 
has in PofTeffion, and tho' he be filenced 
in Argument, will (lill hold the Conclufion, 
and ilever own a Convidiion, deferves to be 
banifli'd the Society of all modeft and inge^ 
liaous People, as an afTuming Diftator to his 
Keighbours. 

To be always ready to retraft an Error» 
ia^ as neceffary from Religion^ as from Reafon. 
That indeed is wholly grounded upon fuch 
a Tttuper and Difpofition. He, who 19 

proud 
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proud enoQgb to think himfelf aJcogcthw 
free from Faults and Miftakes, is Toidftf all 
Truthtand muft be abhorred of that BeiogvvJii^ 
£e€s and knows all things. And he v^bo is 
coofcipus tbajc he has j>een mifled) and yet 
coo (ioMit to own it, pr to change his Cotfrfe 
of Pra^ifej: ftands excluded from the Tjcry 
Preceo^Qs to Cbrifiianity; the 6r& juad 
leading, Dofibrine of that being Rfftmtame\ 
And indeed every true Pejnitentjs «n lofiattce 
of Retradatiouj of a C^9ug^ pf Mind aod 
PraAice : And by Coipfc^enc^ eirery . Maii» 
who ha^ ptc^a^a^ed an £rror, can no laore 
hope for the Wism^ Favour, wjthout endear 
vouring to fet .Men rig^ whw be fees he 
had kd them wrong>r tba^ a Thief can ex>- 
pea; pivAiie Mercy, without making all ibk 
Refti|:ution ifi his Powcr^ . 

And indeed in fuch a QandJd Managc»^ 
ment we fliall Hnd our felves countenanced by 
the grefKeft/^nd beft £x;;(mpks. Wife Men 
in reality pwn theinfelve$ ^lliblc ekrerji 
Day 9^ their Lives, by Tome Change oc 
other in thc^ir Adions ^d Behaviour, e« 
ven when, they may npt . cjiufc ito have, every 
retracing Step in their Condu(^ put ihto 
Words, i- \ 

Qoeef) Eliz^eib^ in the l^ft Year but lone 
of Her Reign, fet forth a Proclamation a<» 
gainfl: Monopoli«$, of Her own Graofiit^ i 
as foon iis St^ wa$ nHtde fen<ible by the £n^ 
quiries of Parliament, that /She had jbeen 
mifled* Whereupon: the. Commons order* 
ed their Sp^akisr, attended by So Members^ 
to retjarq.Qer M^cfty Thanks. She gladly 
took this Occaiilon to heighten Her own 

B 5 Cha- 
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:^Ch^fiJftet, as well as gratify Her People, 
iby liiitig^ thefe gracious Expreilions among o- 
ther$.f ' I owe you hearty Thanks and Com- 

* mettdarions for your fingular Good- Will to- 

* wiafds Me ; not only in your Hcait and 

* 'Thoughts, but which you openly exprcl&d 

* and declared ; whereby You have rccdvcr^ 

* ^ Me from an Error procceding'from my 

* Ignorance, not my Will. *• How different 
an Impreffion muft this generous Acknow- 
ledgment of that Great Qoeen make on the 
JBrcaft of every good Subjeft, from' the falfc 
'Grandeur^ which one of Her unhappy "Suc- 
ceilbrs was defperatdy refolved to maintain ? 
.When He had afTumed a Power to difpehfe 
within the- ^Laws by admitting Papifts into 
Offidib $f : Tfuft, and his Parliament humbly 
remonftrated againft it. He had no other 
Language J for : Them, than / ' refelve to be o* 

/^ 0^^^ *u^(::^)^\uiin a Repeal or Explication of an Aft 

^ of^Barlianbenii, but in efieft a Retraftation 
loadebytBe wfcoie State, when they fee Rea« 
fon for it, and thie Matter amiended appearsr 
liport) farther Light not to have been for the 
EuHlick Good, or prejudicial to it ? .; 

The main Body of the Beneficed Clergy 
ar the Revolution were a famous Inftluice of 
thenecellity of Retradiations ; when by fwear* 
ii^ to the Succefliv^ Governments of King 
WiLiiAM, Qoectv Anne, and no^ of 
King GEORok^-they hav© fo clearly defcrt- 
Wd the Dodrines,* whfch feeined to be their 
greatefl Favorites and the moft ufual Themes 
for employing their Eloqqencc and Zeal half 
*n Age ago. 

Ap4 
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And may we not hope, that that ve« 
nerable Body, as well as the Laity, will be 
ready to Ihew the fame Ingenuity, indifcard- 
ing any <^her Principles, which have RiJl the 
^ Honour of fuch learned Advocates, and 
continue to be fet off in the beft Colours 
they are capable of, as foon as the growing 
Light of this inquifitive Age ftaH convince 
them that they are miftaken ? 

They know, that Chriftianity itfelf came 
in upon this Foot ; and that every M ah who 
wfee embraced it, either Jemx^ Gentile j re- 
traded a gf^4t number of Opinions and 
Pradices, which he had received by Educa*' 
tion, Tho* there is one Dawfpn among our 
Clergy, who has thought fit to quote with 
Approbation that- Advice 6f a Heathen 
StareffBan to Augtiftus^ That he fieuld fofhw 
conftantly the efiablijhed Religion of hts^ Country r 
hecdtifh all Inhovatfons would fomint Sedition in 
the State, and be h means to Subvert his Govern* 
ntent I I will never alibw myfelf to believe of' 
any other • Chriftian Clergyman, that he will 
ktort<i-this DoShr iu recommending that Ad- 
vice, till he Ihall declare himfelf as - opehly 
as he has done againft the only way, b/ 
which Chriftianity could have obtained Ad- 
miffion into the World. 

Kotliing brightens the Charafter of the 
Great Apoftle St. Paul, more than that en- 
tire Change of his Principles, to the full At 
fertion of Chriftian Liberty, from the moft 
outragious Bigotry of a blind Pcrfccutor. 
He generoufly owns all his former DeJufions, 
And aggravates them fo as hardly arty C^hri- 
^ian would chufe to do after bis full Acknow- 
ledge 
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ledgmcpt. And, with ^Ufthe^ juft Pretenfion 
he bad afterwards to InfaUibility a^ an App* 
file ; yet where he bad nop a proper Qaim to 
that, no Man was more ready to acknowledge 
buDfejf miftaicen upon Coi&Yidiop. .\Yhatc^ 
ver he precifely meant,..; when he faicji / v^j 

M^ JBrttireth ^b^ ^^ was tie Higb^Priieft ; 
k if writteMpthof thou Jbalt Mfit Jpefk Evil cf 
the Ruler of thy People: It plainly ibews. a 
Readinei^ in that Great Mffi .to retrad any 
Thing that was amifs, and to corre^ himr 
felf even uppQ the Spot. Inni^e^iately in. 
tiieir Prefenx:e> who made hiin ieniible of itj 
aa4 that with the moft pi^friendly lylind^ 
without any Regard, to itbe Advantage. hU. 
l^Mmi^ might mak^ of hii^ Qooceffipn, he 
quotes againft bim&lf g PJac^ of Scfiptuf^ 
upon Snppofitioa thap. he bad vb^n4pd a-" 
againft -It. * .. 

None ^re recorded with mdre Hociotir ia. 
the Hiftoty of the Ch^rcbt ^han f^cb as re- 
traded their former Opinions • upon £^4^0^<^? 
BetfJlusy Bifhop of Boftrfx- when be was cppi* 
vinced by Origm, that he bad fallen into iome 
Errors .at^out the Perfon of our Lord JeTjiis. 
Chrift) frankly acknowledged it, apd wrote 
Origen a Letter of Thanks, as .the At)ciQt>ts .tjf U 
us. This Declaration of his hooeft Mind, 
conveys his Charader to all future Ages 
much more tp his Honour, than his coming 
to be Orthodox coniider'd in itfelf could dps 
how bad focvet his Errors before were. 
St. Aufiius Rj:tra&ations are never to be for- 
gotten upon this Subjed. He wrote two 
Books of them, and revifed them a little be- 
fore his Deaths whereby he has gained as 

iuft. 
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juft a Reputation, as by any of his Works. 
The great Mr. Chilltngvmthy upon a doable 
Change of his Sentiments, was eaaally iUu- rt^f f. 
ftrious for Integrit]^. He was firft a Prote- ^ , ,, 
ftant ; but the Jefuit VtPin takirtg advantage ^t \, ^^.c^ > 
of feme Scruples he had, brought him over ^^y* .^y 
to the Church of Kamt. Afterwards he " »^ > f^ '^ 
thought hlmfclf out of thofc Entanglements j^i^f<rv» <# kX.^ 
retraced the Popift Errors, forfook that /^j^^s^^/ ^^^^^ 
Church; and when he was converted, en-*/^;^^^ I ^A ^^ 
deavonr^d to ftrengthen his Brethren by hisf «\ / ji 
incomparable Book in Defence of the Pro- V * ^ 
teftant Retigion ; which, as long as Reafonf 
Scripture, Modefty and Confcience have place 
in the World, muft be in high Regard with 
all that nnderfland it. The Name of a fic« 
kle Turn-Coatt might ^ be applyed to him by 
deiigning Leaders on either oide, and it migte 
fcrvc fome Party Purpofes : But I never met 
With any Man, who gave fiiller Evidence of 
the Sincerity of his Conduft in all the Changed ' 
of his Sentimeots. 

The keformation from Poperj^ (which i% no- 
thing clfe but a Renunciation of the Cor* 
ruptions brought into the Church by the Pa* 
pacy under the Ch^ffian Nam^,. and a Re* 
turn to the Bibbs as the only Rqlc and Mea- 
furc of Chriftian Faith and Pradice {) where* 
ever it waiS admitted, was an undeniable In- 
ftance of RetraBathH in every one that was 
engaged in it! Luther and Calvin, Cranmtr 
Jtnd kidlejy and all, who fit^ embraced the 
Protefiant Religion, had been Paprfls' before^ 
but upon Contriiarion retraced what they c- 
ftcemed' tttc . Errors of Popery. The Refot- i 
mitxort Vais jfoiitidcd upop cver^^Wan's Right \ 

to 
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I CO enqQire into the Senfe and Meaning of bif 
/.Bible, and to judge for himfelf by that Rule 
/ what was the Religion of Jefus Chrift ; and 
I then his Obligation thereupon to profefs 
\ according to his Sentiments, i.e. td retraft 
and difavow all that in Religion, which he 
thought not to confift with the Mind of God 
revealed in Scripture. 

This makes it peculiarly fuitable in all 
Countries, where the Proteftant Profeffion is 
embraced, that a free Retradation of all 
Sentiments in Religion, which are thought 
by any Perfon not to have Chrift^s Authori-. 
ty, (bould not only be tolerated, but coun-* 
tenanced and encouraged ; bccaufe this. i$ 
the very Bafis of the Proteftant Religion. 
Nothing more contributed to the fudden 
Spreading of the Reformation among the 
moft judicious Obfervers of it, than the plain 
Marks oC Honefty which appeared in thofe 
who were firft engaged in it, that they gave 
credible Evidence that they were honeft En- 
quirers after Truth, and then were frank 
and open Men to fpeak their Minds and al- 
ter their Pra(Sices in Religion, as they thought 
they found Chrift's Mind in his Gofpel, 
without and againft the Biafs of their fecular 
Intereft. 

. And this being the Principle of the Re- 
formation, it is not to be thought ftrange 
that there (bould appear more frequent In« 
fiances of People's changing their Opinions 
in Proteftant Countries than in Popilb. Iti' 
Fopifi) Countries, the main thing inculcated 
is a. blind Obedience to the Church, which- 
naturally fixes Men in a ftupid Adherence to 

old 
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ofd Opioiohs and Cuftoms right or ^ong. But 
the Proteftant Dodrinc, as well as the Bible 
icicjf, leads all to fearch tbeScripturesfand no 
wonder if that prddace an Increafe of Light, 
and new Difcoveries of old Errors, from 
time to time. The Advantages of being, 
better informed, which Wt have.abore thofe 
nnder the tyrannical Power of A«^i»tf, carry 
honeft Minds, of Cdurfe, to difcern remain-, 
ing Corruptions,! one after an6then \t was- 
a wonder,' that Mattsrs were carried . fo fart 
upon the firft dawn, of Light, after a long, 
and grofs Egyptian Darknefs. But to fay^ 
that nothing muft be retra&ed bcg^ontl what, 
was done by the firft. Reformers,. .is in Truth 
to make.'Apoftles of: them ; when certainly, 
they were, and always |>rofeired:.thcmfelve$ 
to be, as fallible Men as our felvc^^ -! . 

They let out upon that Foot, which, with-. 
out doubt, if it had been adhered to and 

Surfued, wou]d ' have carried Light and 
Lnowledge to a much greater Perfedion 
than it. is arrived at. But we fcem, in the 
prefent Age, to be returning {to the fame free 
Sentiments, upon which the Reformers aft* 
ed. The Revolution has gone a great way 
to fet bs right in Politicks ; the Writings 
of my Lord of Bailor are curing* us pf ma- 
ny Popular Prejudices about Church-Power; 
and> We hope from theanquifitive Genius of 
dheTimes, that Light will be flruck out in ma« 
ny^dthcr Points of Importance, of which the 
rifing Age at leaft^will reap the Advan- 
Ugc. In fnch a State <>( Things as this, to 
be unwilling ^o retra£fc a Mifiake in Reli-. 

C gion. 
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gion, nrcerly becaafe it pretends to Idag 
Prefcripcion^ ornnmerODsAdherencs» cm: grest 
Names to fupport iu is in ttuth to deny bur 
felves the Benefit of the Refbrmatiott ; and 
to remain in fuller Skivery to old Prejoditei^ 
than the P^ifts themfelves» becaiife we do fo 
in the midit of dearer laghr. 

But however virtoouli and commendaH 
ble it is for a Man, upon ConvidioiS', co 
make open Acknowledgment of his Er* 
rors; few have Refohidon en6agh to me-^ 
tit this Commendatiod> in the Face of thofc 
Pifconragements which every where appear 
in their wa^^i and wfokb have beep i^ check 
I upon Ingenuity in dl Agts. The. noblcft 
I Attempt that ever warniade to refcoe Man^ 
fkind from the Bondage of Error, was the 
I Publication of the Gofpel ; but 'tis wdL 
f known, with what extreme Hazard to all 
I who were engs^d in the Defign^ this Ligte^- 
I waK ufliered into the World; tbo* by De« 
I grees it m^de Pagan Darhne^ and Delofiotf 
} to fly before it, and came at length: to be^ 
\ countenanced by the greateft Princes in the 
^ World. Chriftianity was no fooner advan* 
ced into Power, but the Truth and Purity 
of it was miferably corrapted; and thofe. 
very Weapons, which had been imploy'd 
by the common Enetny agaihft Chtiftiatnity 
itfelf, were ufed by Chriftians againft one 
another. They, who had upbraided the 
Heathens with Injury and Outrage to >faem 
all, exercifed the very fame Violences upon* 
their Brethren, who happened a title to va«» 
ry from the EflaUified Faith. By tbefe Me- 
thods 



fbods the Cfanrch was reduced to the moft 
-intolerable Slavery, till about two Centuries 
ago it began to recoi!er its Liberty. Aik} 
yec to this .very Day, almoft in all Chriftian 
Societies, a Man cannot be allowed to profefs 
bis Diilent from the prevailing Opinions, 
<tho' with the ^reaiieft Modcfty and Refpe^, 
without fsxpomg himfelf to a thoufand Mor- 
tifications* 

In f opiib Countries, this Tytanny reigns 
Triumphant. To profefs a Doubt <^ the 
Tsodi of what they call Infallible Determi- 
nations, is the high Road to Imprifonment, 
and Confifcaticm, Baniflmient and Torture, 
4md the moft xruel Death. The Court of /n- 
.qm^Mn feizes a Man upon Sufpicion, 'tor- 
itnies him into a Confeffion even of his /e- 
cvet Thoughts, condemns him for an obfti- • 
cnate Herctick, and then configns him over to. 
i^e iiecular Power ; vorhich muft unmercifully 
-butcher the poor unfortunate Creature, at 
-the pleafure of tho& vile Hypocrites, who 
jvould be believed too tender to ftain their 
lown Hands with Blood. Few can be fup- 
•pos*d hardjr enough, with fuch a Train of 
(Miferies in view, to dare publicklv to enter 
^beir ^Di^c from -Opinions thus fupported. 
And in truth, were it a proper Method tq 
maintain any Set of Principles in Religion by 
worldly Motives, their Policy would be very 
aright to make ufe of the ftrongefl: th^t caq 
.occur to 'Human Hature. 

^Otfaer Places, which have obtained a Tafte 
iof Liberty, and fome Acquaintance with 
:didx A^ble$, will not bear thcfe enormous 

C ^ ^ru^lr 
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Cruelties ; and there Perfecution^ confequeift- 
, ]y, muft wear a Difguife. You (ball only hear 
.of ntuderate Penaltiesy or at fome Seafons 
of no more than Negative Difcmragemeuts. 
Which indeed are but worldly Motives 
fiill ; and often fuch as are abundantly AifE-* 
j:ient to give a very wrong Biafs to People, 
and to reilrain them from the Ingenuity of 
aAing according to their Con vi<5i:ion.' Thefe 
Negative Difconragements^ IhuQ out a Man 
from every Poft of Honour, or Advantage, 
which he might be capable of in his Coun* 
try^ by the Favour of his Prince, or the goo4 
Afitdipn of his Countrymen, if he thinks 
himfeif obliged peaceably to difTent from 
the Publick Faith, or Pradice, in Religion* 
Let him be ever fp Pious and Learned and 
Charitable, ever fo well qualified for his 
Station, and entirely in the Interefls of his 
Prince and Country ; yet if he Ihould re- 
trad wha( he thinks an Error, he muft. a* 
jong with it renounce perhaps all the Sub- 
fiftence of himfeif and his Family, and be 
ftigmatized by the Publick Voice as a Man 
iinfit to receive the leaft Regards or Cbnfi- 
idence from the Society: While Anotherj 
. who has neither Honour nor Confcience, nei- 
%hcv Senfe nor Qeneronty, but has this fole 
Merit of being clamorous for Orthodox O- 
pinion, ftands entitled to all the Priviledges 
/and Favours of his Country. *Tis true, a 
Principle of entire and fteady Vertue will 
carry a Man thro* this, and far greateriDif* 
fouragemcnts. But certainly a Lover of 
Jrutb apd llquefty, mud heartily wifli there 

were 
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were no fuch powerful Temputions to 
injure a fair Enquiry and tree Profef^ 
(ion. 

There is yet another Bar in the Way of 
ingenuous Rctradations, which I doubt too 
much prevails among all forts of Peoplev 
whether in or out of Eftablifliments, and 
w]pich to fome generous Minds may be more 
formidable than the. other. A Man may 
endure Poverty without repining, and yet 
not eafily bear the Negleft and Contempt 
of thofe arouiid him ; to be run down with 
Noife and Clamour^ mark*d out for a Mon« 
fter^ and carefully fliunn*d by his Fellow- 
Chriftians. If . a Man cannot be ruin'd by 
Law, or difpoiTefs'd of his Eftate, or his Sta-* 
tion in the Community ; yet his CharaAet 
Ibali fu^r all the cruel Indignities that angry 
.Zealots can throw upon it, if he dares to 
prbfeis any thing contrary to their Scheme of 
Orthodoxy. He muft be immediately diftin* 
guifli^dy for popular Odium, with fome Name 
of Reproach. Among the Papifis^ it is e- 
nongh to. fay, that he is a Heretkk : That 
One Word fix'd upon, a Man by Church* Au* 
thority, conveys the moft frightful Idea of 
hiuLto the People^ and infpires them with 
R^e ; which fully anfwers the Purpofe of 
their Leaders ; they are juftify^d and com* 
mended after this, however cruelly they 
ufe him. Among Proteftants, a. bafe Chara- 
.fter is to fupply the Place of more cruel 
Treatmeot r And almoil every Party has a' 
particular Name of Reproach to faflren upori 
ifaejr Adverfatiei. If the common People 
f ■ know 
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^kno^ Qot th^ precife Mcaniiig of dt» 'ett ^^ 
4iaiigh tli;^ thfiy are Uught to thiok ,ht ad 
ill Name: And if they make it to figtrify 
far worfe in their confufcdlm^inatiosiS) than 
jr imports in itfctlf ; or .^neo^ in the .Opdoion, 
Af thjpfe who give k t>ttt; it wiU cbp 
more .etfednaJlyicnre the Pucpofe of ifixiog 
gn OdiufQ. How the Man is fingled mxtt^ 
be is <;otifidi(r'd -its an iofefted Perfon, Im 
very Breach is tainted, «nd bis Conv«c£i« 
tipn dangerous.- And wbociiesr fufiss htm 
liK^ith nore [Humanity than ithe feft* is ipfo- 
fendy mftdEe ,an jA^ccompIice id his Oimesx 
a fConfederare itsritb him i^aioft Religion 
and the CKurcb* fioweiter honourable iiia 
Chera&er WM before, however fairbeAooA 
id the Opinion of the W^orld, all bis Re- 
piitation is loft at once : His plaufible fie- 
baviopr ooly cpveced tZ faUe Heart *^ or, 
iSry^e and Self-Efteem induced him toipvo- 
ffsr his own Judgment to the Sentiments cff 
{o many wife ^nd learned Men ; cpoffibly 
you may hear, that a link Learning has made 
him mad. And. now 'tis aid Matter, how -he 
is .treated, what Tu(;ns ore given ta his A- 
ftions, what forced GpnftEuiftions are put 
upon his Woisds, what. Pr^odioe be receives 
in his Circumfiances, or whether he ftall 
be of any (anther Ufe to the World, .or eor 
)oy any j^omforeahle Hays in it: The>Bail- 
nefs of the'Ma^ is tfaonght ati£zcufe £x all. 
I. jQiould be glad there .were no Occafion 
for Complaii^ of fueh Inhuman, not to 
(ay UnchrHtian Conduft .among Ptoticftants. 
And how few have the JQcavery tq bear 

up 
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up . againft foch . a^ Toruetit of B^fatfta*? 

If am fure the Mant vrho^ luis Rcfoltttioti 
ta zvo0B(r. what h4 thitlks 3nk^« 'n the 
nridft of fuch difiieart»tng Vie#s» . tho' htt* 
fiioold be miftedrea iii' hk JadgmcfiU d€^' 
fenres* a higher EilooiDtaiiii n6m every im^ 
partialf ChrHHany chaa' any Mzy Bclievter iw 
the Church, ilrkoxaiDe^ his Fairh' upon coft*^ 
tent without a competent Enqn'iry whether 
it be wdl fomnied. Ho will have^ in all hisi 
Stafibringsi-. the Apj^obatioa of God> the 
Fleaiftire of av peacefal Minif aikl the Ap^ 
ptarafes of aHr/d(fintffiefted'anid oaofiderate: 
People* . . r t. 'I' . . . * 

Vkktzkct ^y >k is ef gxsBt .Conbqtitocc% 
that a ptkxlegdt Manneb flroiild be otMcH^edii 
asr wellr » a:katk Ingemutj|> « ii> Retrafib's 
tiotisi / And i^at Method of afting.muft be^ 
meA< prciptt jo' .the Cafe^ : which will rnoft** 
effitdnaily neacb ;the £cid& pro^ofed in itw» 
Now. aMan^ in rettading,. would wiltin^y^ 
be tfaoi^M cobeio eamef^himfelf ^and at 
the famte tioie would defire. to have his Gon^^ 
duft < ais dfefuU 'as ihecan make iti to others i 
that is> be Would be glad to confirnl thoi!^ 
who tbiilk is he doe^t andt convince otbct$ 
who are of a different Sentiraent 

To" obtain tbefe Ends therefore, fudi ^ 
Profeffidn of Chaftge (hould \bc made cool< 
ly and upon deliberation. It fhould not 
haifrc tbd lead Appcatlnce. of. Refentm^t, 
or be managed With any Heat and Fafficin 9 
but* plainly carry the Marks of Thought^ and 
inparti;U Contfid<sration. .Hit prefimr Ap< 

pre- 
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prehebfions fltoidd be deliver d with the mof - ^ 
deft Air of x Man, who is made the more : 
fcnfible, by his latir CoQvi(^ion> that he is li-- 
abie to Mifiahp. It muft'be with a very 
ill Grace,, that .he pours oiit uncharitable : 
Cenfures upon a Party be iois relinquifhed^ 
or allows hi«felf to fay all the ill Things he 
can of them. He may be confcious to faim-c: 
fetf, that he was really, as faoneft and iheant 
as well, whihe he totertained the Error he 
has now feen reafon to recant, as fince 
herame to diTcero his Miftake: And tftat 
certainly obliges him to maintain as g^d* 
an Opinion <rf the Integrity of thofe wlio .' 
cannot yet fee with his Eyes, as of his bwnw^ 
Tlxrefore there ought to be /no uncharita- 
ble Refledions upon them,/ is he efieems? it 
a Hardihip to have any cafi out upon Jiim-^ : 
, felf. If he expofes the Principles idiich now 
he thinks falfe by their fuppofed Confe*"^ 
quences, he ibould be veryjpfeful that he 
impute not thofe invidious Confequences^ to 
all who own thip Principles^ any more than . 
he difcovered them formerly himfelf* It * 
lies upon him to fliew, by the fulleft Evi- 
dence he is capable of giving, that his whole 
. Conduft is free from Guile and DiiBmula*- 
tion ; that there may be the lefs Ground to 
fufpe<% it in the Part he now a&s, which 
People are fo apt to blacken with that Im- 
putation. 

. A wife Man would not willingly chufe 
fucb a Seafon to make his Retradation> 
when the Principles he difdaims would in-, 
terfere with his Temporal Intereft> and . 

the 



f his hew SentimeRts he efpoufes would bd 
Jikely to promote it. Or^ when any mean 
End is vifibiy ferired by it, the Sincerity of 
the Retraaatibh will hot fail to be called iti 
Quefiidn ; and one eantibt tell h($w to fay. 
it a i Breach of Chatity. if Dean Sierlock 
&ould at this tinic renounce the Principled 
6f his ]f th of itovembet Sermon, after the glar- 
ing Eviden&e that had beeti given df its cit« 
ter Iricddfiftehcy with his prefetit Notion^ 
atid Cbndud, I doubt ht would find fev^ 
eredulous enbugh to imagine that he hti 
changed his Sentiments. The World Would 
rather take it to proceed from a Refolu- 
tion to purfue his Pique againft my Lord 
6i Bawgor, aiid Compllifance t6 his he\^ 
Allies. 

The Thoughts 6i this £% will htccfti^ 
rily bring: Mr. Pitkunieres Cafe intd the Read- 
er s View. The datnriil Simplicity of \di 
Relation fets the Kliiid at reft for the E- 
Vidence 6f Faa. A Man feels himfclf moft 
fenfibly ehtdtjtined with the gradual En- 
trance of Lightf as his Eyes were open- 
ing out of the Blindnefs of Popi(h Bigo- 
try. His frank and ready Purfuit of Truths 
as it led him on to difcover one Miftake 
^ter another, is in illuftridus InftahCe o^ 
udbiafs*d Si&cerity. The firohg Prejudices 
that reigi\ iii Popifh Cduntries can never 
b6 repirefentied in a mdre ftHkihg Manner^ 
than in the pQwer they had upon a fen- 
fible and indulgent Father to lay afide all 
Tendemefies for a Son« meerly for a Differ 
rcQCC of Opinion. It revives the Idcd of 

D 4 
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a Primitive Coofe^r^ to fee this younp 
iGrenclemap bravely executing th^ Rdbluti- 
pn to iFpr£ake Relations api^ native Land^ 
t:he Con veniencies of a Ple^uful Cpnditi9ti| 
and the Protpei^ of an advancing Fortun^^ 
io run the rliqiie of a Seizure i)v Ws Enp- 
ipies, an<l to put hinjirelf lippn. the doubtful 
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portant Truth witb^ hi$ pwfi W^sfi. 
have a Hi^captatipr^ full and hearty, npt p^ 
tljje' more innocent ^rrors' pf Popery. p»Iy ^ 
but pf the very Spirit and Temper, where- 
fcver it appears ; abftraded trppti which it^ 
very Idolatry and Sluperuitipp woqld be in*- 
6nitely mpre harmlefs, biecaufe thefe wpul.4 
hurt no &pdy but themfelves. I api heartily 
forry. that this Generous Strang(;r Qipuld have 
incF with fp inuch of this among our felv^s f 
and ft ill be pofted for a Jefuit by the eppty;^ 
Koife and Din pf a few Bigots ; Qieerly ber 
caufe that Nape is fitted tp (erve th^ fam^, 
i^urpofes with our Populace, as. thaf: pf H^- 
ptick in his pwn Country. Thp felf deny-?, 
ing Evidences he has given of thp Sincerity 
of his Chapge, are wprth ^ thpufand format 
Recantations : The Dodor> whp was lou^* 
fft in^the Cl'ampur for' want ot tbj^t. Fprnif 
has been qiade appear * tp hayefp.n^uch mi-, 
jlaken bptb the Demapds apd the P;i:afi;ice of. 
the Chiirch pf" Engiaf^d ; that I cannot helgt 
fhinking that his Silence uppn that Hea4 pro- 
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»rfs from QjnviaioB J tho', accord™ to lis- 

{us uTualMiMer, with great Peace, heljiS l-S^*^ 

itodefty and Candour in fiying no mor« iU 5 i 

even qfrtejcfnits than ™'n5ear;"|,S ^^^^ 

Ijght than to that Learned DoSor, whenh? ^ ?5 

ri™"!*'.!^!^' r ^'^ worfe thing" .! lA|- 

them. laoqldHtherCibea^iBwCdlvert ^r 

he has forfalen. Ba there need no ColoS- -Tl 

ings to recommend to wife and good Men "Js »■ 

the nat,« Beanty of an «pright*Miid I i f 

cong«tulate this worthy Confifa ,n4 wy ^i 

Ownny, upon the more becwii^cfSti'oJ ?5 

He l«s W with from many. trt^ProttlC T^ 
^mong ns, and efpedaUy horn our BrhJIi . >£ 

J§£!!!£ My.WstirdiirS/Jhe-^ ^^ 

t^ao, » whom ho hat aabrd«t fo hcjfii. % 

taWe a Retteat, 1« to fte Bl^try ™& ^ 

' dying Agonies, and the Retraction of Er- t^ 

tors one of the mqft repqtable ThiWa- 

pong tfanldnd; . la ^ 
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Somnia, tfrnre! magicos, miraaifa, fagaf, 
Noffurnos Lnnura, poruntaque Theffala rlJes? 
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Who woiiW believe what flrange Bvgbears 
Mankind creates it fclf, of Fears ? 
That fprbig, like Fern, that InfeclWeed, 
' Etjuivocally without Seed ; 
And have no poflihle Foundation, 
But merely in th' Imagination : 
And yet can do more dreadful Feats, 
Than Hags, with all their Imps and Teats i 
Make more bewi:ch and haunt thcmfclves, 
Than ail the Nurferles of Elves. 
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aHE Title of this Paper is as 
accidental to my fel^ as ic 
may feem humorous' to my 
Reader. I was mufing upon 
the iaft Subjeft of HtlraSd- 
tiens ; find what Regard it 
may have met with, from 
thole, who are moft concerned to give Prooft 
of their WiCiom and Ingenuity, in preferring 
the Glory of throwing upaMiftake, before the 
Shame of perfifting in a known Error i '* What 
** in all the World can it be, (faid I with my 
" felf) that is able thus to defeat the joint In- 
" fluence of the Reafon of Things, the Grace 
** of a Chilftian, and the Sentiments of a Man 
*• of Honour, enquiring after Truth ? The 
*• Fear of finking one's Reputation, of being 
.5' called Turn-Coat, and Unfteddy, of open-, 
*' ing a Cry againft one from thofe wh» are in^ 

•* polfefljon of the Vogue ; ■ — theft are all 

'* Btt^htMrs. " I had no fooner pronounced that 

tfft Word, but it fluck in my Fancy, I found 

A 5 . .,.: ..J, 
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it led me into fome ufeful Thoughts } whicB 
inclined me to make it the SubjeQ: of a Paper* 
Frighted at the Oddnels of the Thing, I flung 
it up again ; but - immediately perceiving my 
ielf an Infiance of my Subjefl^ I laughed at my 
. felf for being Bughear^d out of a good Defign j 
which I now concluded! to be the more neceflary. 
I came up to it once more \ look'd at it : the 
Bughe^'^^s gOnef aqd in thf Ropm^ of it, ap- 
jielr'd^; plain^^ the laudabU.Undf(rtak^iig^ of 
freeing the Miiids of Men from the Pother of 
thofe feveral Things that may juftly go by thac 
Ni^ff.. ^ . . - ' 

"^ I mean by. a "^v^kear^ tvhatfbever unrealbna- 
bly hinciftrs a Man from thjpking .and afti^g 
with . Freedori^^ and according to Evidence::* 
whatever hi^vJers from purfijing Encjuiries, or 
?^cVnowIe4ging' Truths i from undertaking, or 
gpingon wjth, the/Biifinels^aqd Anions offci^, 
which he fe^juft Reafori for t whatever bind?^ 
|jp a Man's TJioughts/ his Courage, Refpluti- 
piis, or Eri^Myo^rs,. and' aftiye Powers, by 
idakinglinpxefiions" iipon him j w^^^ch he cannot 
resifbnaJS^ly account for./ Of this Tlut^ircH hajsi' 
giVen asgppd ?h Aqcpunt, as if he had pi;epare4 
^ pn purpoSfe for me. " The common Charga* 
^ ujpop alliprtj^of Paffions, is, that they pqfc 
* 0(ur aftiye .Cg^^acitigs into a Hutry, ai^d i{% 
** the i^5ea^,tui^e,^ufpend and ilifle our Co^in 
deration. F?ar alone' (fays he) being equally 
defti^ute of R^a^oA 9ud Courage, renders usr 
•*, whplly ftupid, ' diftrg^aed^ and unferviceable^ 
•* therefore the <7r<4/ call it a^/lca, becs^ufe it, 
^ bindb: and lock^jupy'and T^ffi^, becaufe ic 
^ lain the MindV ^ of all Fears', none & 
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^ do!£esasd«QnfQUficls, «itiblt Qith»v9k fte- 
^J ligionary. He fears not the Sea, tjiaf f\etfcr 
'^ gpes to S^z\i nor a Bitfele, that fdlow not 

• ^* the Camp4 nor High-way Mm, thM.ftirf 
^* not abroad^ nor maliciousInfoimcirSj that itf 
^^ a poor Mail ; nor Emulation^ thdt l^adsa 

^^ private Life i nor Eartbqunkefe, that dwells 
^- in 6aul ; nor Thuiaderbolts, that dwells in 
^^ Ethiofe : but he that dreads the Divine Poir-» 
^^ ers (i. ^. with the fuperftitipus Drei^d of a 
vain ReligicMiary, which, hp is fpeaking of )^, 
^ dreads evpry thing, the Land, the Sea, the 
** Air, the Sky, the Dark, the Light, a Sound^ 
f^ aSilenee, a Dream (4)". 

^^ I am not ib good a Na£uf alift (i^s ano^ 
*^ ther great Man) as to difcern by what (ecret 
** Springs, I?ear , has its Motion in iis ; but I 
-^ am wife enough to know that it is a Arong 
'^^ PaificHi ; and (uch an on^i that the Phyiicians 
^* lay, there^is no other what^vet that i^oner 

, ** dethrones our Judgment from its .pn>per 
^* Seat. I omit the vulgar fort, to whom it 
•* one while reprefents their great Grandfires 
** rifen out of their Graves in their Shrouds j 

*' another while Hobgohtins^ SftEtres^ and Cfei-t 
^ tnfTiU \ but even amongft Soldiers (a fort of 
^' Men Qver whom, of all others, it ought to 
^ have the lefeift Power) how often has it.con*« 
•*- verted • Flocks of Sheep into armed Squa- 
^ drpns. Reeds and Bull-ruflies into Pikes and 
* Lautices/ J^ri'ends into Enemies, and the 
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•* ^eneh White inCtt the Red Crofles dc Spain '^ 

Moft of the Spe£lres, Ghofis, and Appafi-- 
tions, are Creatures of the fame frighted Ima-*> 
V gination. I (ay, mod of them, in Civility to 
' that part of the World, who cannot allow 
' them all to be Bugbears ; nor will be frighted 
r.but of a reafonable hiftorical Evidence, by the 
Bugbear of its being accounted a meer vulgar 
Apprehenfion. Thele frightful Imaginations 
: about Speftresr, &c. the Greeks often fpeak of 
' linder the Names of Uoff^i^ or Uo^iMVy and Mo^- 
M y ji»¥ut or Mo^^wxeictf and j^iju>vtf wKneivot ; and 

ffifjU /£ J^he Latins under the Names of Lemures, Larv£^ 
^ SpeStray Dcsmi^nes^ Vmbra. When Men are 

carry 'd away with unaccountable Imprefiions 
from Ibme difbrderly Conceptions and Imagi- 
nations of Things, in their own Minds, thefe 
are called by the greeks ^o^»^<fc» or UoffMWKSdt • 
•and by the Latins Terricula^ or Terriculamentd. 
Thus MinutiM Felix calls all the Heathen Wor- 
ihip and SuperftitSons, and the Awe in which 
Men were kept by thole Idolatries, Omnes Ter^ 
rieulas fupfliciorum (c). Sometimes the Powers 
of Tyranny, and the Threatnings of Men, 
go under this Name : the Terrors of which 
have thrown Men off their Steddinels, and de- 
molilh'd all Prefenc^ of Mind (d). Sometimes 
/ 'tis applyed to Magiftrates, and their Enfigns of 



(h) Montaigne'i EfT. v. i. p, 8 J» 
(c)C2Lip. 37. n. 4. . 

{d) Terricnlas tyrannica ftpieftatls fide ftaUii & rohor0 
amm pr§Jligaref Laftanu de Mon Pcrf. c, iS. n. 7. 

Office 



Office and Charafters, which are ari Awe upon 
the People (0 ; for indeed it may be apply edi 
in any Cafe, where the Itkipreflion is beyond \ 
the juft Meafure and Confequence of Things. | 
And fo a Man may be TSugbear^d in Convem- 
tidn ; a Man of an uncommon Size and a ftern 
Countenance, fliall fometimes make a little. 
Man, if of sfn ea(y and modeft Temper, 
ftody to imafgine his owfi Underftandihg to be. 
of as Imall a Size, compared with the other's, as . 
his Body. A Man that is forward, conceited 
and bold, whofe very manner df Cortverfe has 
£)mething formidable in it, that breaks in 
upon a Man of Humility and Caution, and 
diforders the juft Senfe of Things, which he' 
has in Retirement, and by himfel^ leads me^ 
to lay. That a Bully is a Bugbear. > 

'Tis no wonder the Bulk of Mankind are io 
much under the Influence of fome vain Ter-^ 
iots or other. They begin fy early, grow \r^ 
with us fo gradually, and thereby fix their Em- 
pire fo (urely, as hardiv ever after to be thrown* 
off, or overcome. The Hobgoblins and Spe- 
ftres that have been called in to the Affifiance' 
of the angry Mother, or the peeyiih Nurfe^ 
when; through Ignorance or Lazineis^ they 
could no otherwife manage the Child, havd 
niever been caft but ; but, like otlier Foreign 
Auxiliai^ies^ after they have done the Jobb 
they wefe called in for, have kept Pofle/non 
of the frighted Imagination to the End of 
their Days. Tbefe early Terrors give the 
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tender Mind fuch a Gonvulfion, ^ leaves i--^ 
Treihor upon it throughout all the Remaindei'ir 
of a long JLifi?. *^ Sucli jB«^K-«^ thought^ 
c^^ once got into the tender Minds of Children^ 
^* and being fet on with a ftr^Hig Im^e Wsoa^ 
^^ from t^e dread which accpinpanies i!uch Ap-. 
^^. preheniipnsi fi^k'deepj and faften themlelves^. 
** ip,, as riot ^afilyj if ever, .'to tne 'got oufe 
*^ UgaM i >nd whiift they are there^ frequently 
^' haunt them .with ilrange Viiionsj makii% 
^ Children Daftards when aione^ and afraid of 
^' their Shadows and Darknels all their Lives 
'^. ^fter« ^1 have had thole complain to hitf^ 
* wKen Mfeni 'wV> had been thus lifed wheftr 
''^ yoiihg^ that tho' thejr Reafbn corrected tfaf 
'*' wrong Icieas . tbey :bad talcen in, and they 
^ were fatlsfy'd, that there waji ijp caufe t^ 
^^ fear inviftl^le ^ngs morei^ in the Dark^ than 
V the Mght| yet^lchat tbeie .Notions were 
'* apt ftiil ufon aJ?M Occafion to ftart iip ^r& 
. Jur their Prepofleis'd Fandes, dirid not to' hk^ 
'f removed ^wi^^oiit ibflne x^kks C / ) "i 1 1 ife 
>K(ere' not fer ^the Fpily of t^oie about them^ 
C^ldren mifjht^be no ihipre afraid in the Darlc^ 
than in t)ie S^ihincr : Nor; ftoakl they, by any 
i>j^ur&j Ins mad^to^W^ ;tba^ is any 

t^jitsrence between being :ia thei Dark and 
Vi)^inUng,- a6:\^t^ 1»ny Serrilfl^ i^ing* in thiSf 

^j moM jtW ID {tie other; Ifhe B^emedy 
lie/ Inroppfes here is ; worth jr tO: be mentis 
0ii'4,:. "Let them Icftow, that God, wha 
*^ ipaada ail ;tl»ngs good for tbem^ n^de thai 
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Kigbtj^ that they might fleepthe better, and 
the quieter ) and that they being under His 
Prote^lion^. there is nothing in the Eiark to 
nurtthem (^)'^ 
Befides^ in our tender Years, w^ are apt 
to heighten the vain Terrors that have beftri 
infufed into us by others, Whilft Reafbn is m 
its Nonage, the Imagination is flrong and 
amazingly fruitful Children communicate 
thefe frightful Images one to another, and cir- 
culate the Infe&ion among themfelvies, as 
Vawning goes round in Company, They 
teach one another to fee Speftres in the Dark, 
and Vifions in the Day, till every Houfe is 
haunted, every Bufh a Thief, and every thing 
they meet a Monfter ^ that foxlietimes they can 
hardly believe tlieir own Eyes, in Contra* 
'di£Uon to their Icared Fancy. 

But to leave the Toung Children, to tale 
Kotice of the Old Ones, and their Bugbears t 
altogether as ridiculous as thofe that attend 
the Hangmgf peeves and Veft. 

It is almoft an Infinite Variety o(Bughears that 
Men have invented, wherewith to frighten 
others out of their Senfes, and in their Turn, "td 
be fcar'd out of their own. What elfe were 
the leveiral AufficU among the "^tnsnsy upon 
which the regular and legal holding their Comi^ 
iU depended rintoniuch, that the whole Com- 
monweialth of %s^^ ^** incapable of making 
a wife Refolutipn, or enaSing a proper Law, 
Or even of chooling their annual Maj^iftrates, 
if the Birds in the Air did not fly right. Or if 
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it chanced to thunder from an unlucky Conier of 
the Heavens : or, in a word^ if the Augurs 
took Notice of any thing in the Sky they did 
n6t like. Cicero indeed obferves^ that this was 
a wife Inftitution, and for the Benefit of the 
Conlmonwealth J becaule, it fubjefted the 
Judgment of the People to the beft and wileft 
Men in the Gity (h) j but when the Pe<^lea 
Heads were once turned with thefe Whinuiey, 
and Experience had ihewn; they were to Be 
firightnea fuccefsfully with fuch ^ughearsy th^n 
the Cunning and the Ambitious knew how to im- 
prove it to their own Defigns. Thus T^trih 
Gracchus cauf^d Scifio zni^igului to abdicate 
the Magiftracy, on Pretence of fbme thing or 
other Unlucky at the Time of Their Choice 

When thefe Trifles came to be efiaAiIiflied 
by long Ufe and Cuftoni, they began to be 
looked upoil as iacred, and a part of Religion^ 
and ft was accounted a Prophanenefs, that the 
Gods would avenge with fbme unlucky Events 
if a General /hould pretend to fight when the 
Sacred Pullets were crop-fick, or Hinen, and 
ttrould not eat : efpecially, ifj moreover, his 
Horfe ihoutd cnance to trip^ and throw him-^ 
and the Colours be fo fixed in the Grouftd, that 
the Enlign could not readily take i;hein upj 
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(h) Ciceto de Divinatione, I. 2. £ 35. j^od qmdetn 
hfiltutum Reipuhlic£ caufa ejt^ ut Comitiorum wl tpjujicus^ 
fbputi^ vtl in jure hgurriy vet In crianJis magifiratihiSf frin^ 
ci^es chit at is ^effUatcrpretcf. . . .... 

(i) At *Ti. Gracchi Uteris,, Scipio flP figulus, quoi tstm 
Attgures judicajfent eos vitio creates ejfg, nu^g^atti/e aUi* 
Pl/lierunf, Ibid. 

For 
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For iach Thia^. as thefe tbo Conful tlmimus 
was reckoned an Impious Mao ; and HamMt 
Vlftory over binj, i3 gravely fwpos'd for/^Jxv-. 
ded by fuch Oinens^ fwill not lay, they figqi-j 
fied nothing to IIaanif;4\ Viftory ; for I thipk . 
the Uifiorian has fiiewn fairly, hoiv they migliC 
much contribute to % by the Fright thofe 
Sttgh^s occaiioned in the %s^an Army (^k). 
For^ indeed^ ^o far was the great Genius of 
Cictrf mifled, tho' he faw clearly enough the 
Cheat of pretending to any real Significancy in 
theft Omens, as to aiJert^ that they oug^t how* 
eyer to be kept ^ Things Sacred ; that is^ to be: 
ttfed as Sti£h€/trs flill ; for ib I wiU call any thing* 
that is made facred by the craft of Men, wbe^. 
iherc's nothing in't : and exprefily declares,- 
tbat the Confiils P. Claudius and L. Junius were 
worthy of any Puniihment, for putting to Sea. 
with their Fleet, when Ibme unlucky Omen 
forbid their Sailing ( / )• Men of the befi Senfe 
have been touched more or le(s with thefe 
groundieg Horrors, and Prefage^ of Futurity. 



(1^^ Incedete wde agmen coffit^ frimoribus^fupir ^uam qttof 
M/en/erant a etxnjllh^ ferrWsy etiam duflici frodlgio ; viz* 
Baminws's Horfe threw him, and the Colours ftack ib iti* 
the Groundy they {^tended thf y could not pull them Aip» 
Then lays FiamfmnSf Let them dig them up, Lft;. lib, 234 

^^•5- . ... . * 

(!) Nte veto won omnl fupplicio digni^ P. Claudius, L* Jo- 

tii«s Confida^ qui eoutra Auffida HMngarum. Pargndum emm 

fmt Rglij^hni* IJec fatrms mot tarn eofthtmacsttr upuMandutm 

fit ipfi confchvity Cicero de Divinat. I. 2. u 33* 

If Ciauditii Pufcber had had any Faith in thefe prophe- 
tical Birds, we had loft a good jeft ; for he, feeing the 
Bpoltiy voold not e^t, threw them satb the S^ »y>oK 
IQ Raillei)^ ^they^l^ ^rink at Uafi^ 'jtJit^ wiUtwt eat. . . 
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*<" Can «iny thing be wore furprifing fftys the 
^^' Speftater) t^an to confider Cic^o^ v^ho ' 
*^ made the gr?ateflr.*Figure at theBar, andia, 
*^. the Senn^ 6t[tht%^ynan Clommonwealch^-.' 
^^ jind at the fein^ time out-lhined all the Philo- * 
*^ ibphers of Antiquity, in his' Library and ih'Hisf/ 
*^^;'Ret:iretti^nts, as buying himfelf in th^ Col- ^ 
'.* lege of jiugurs^ cbferving with a Religious . 
" Attention^ aftetj' what manner* the, Chickens 
*^ .peckt the leverahGrains of Corn' which were' 
^' thirown to the;fi ? '^ " , ; 

To this part of the Subjeft belongs the Do- ' 
ftrine of Omens^'Prognoilications, and Preams^ \ 
Th?trery Enumeration of their feveral Kinds, 
t^ould bj? a, tedious Work ;:. Stumbling at % 
Threfhold Aqps a Journev •, or fetting ouc 
upon an unfortunate Day ; The^ l^lllirig Salt at 
trie Table,Js a very formidable Accident ^ efpe- 
cially If it Yalls towards one : he's a great Mgn,' 
that can avoid turning parle at it, and calling f6r 
Wine to be pourM into the Lap t.O avert the 
Omen.* Sfn:ce the Revolution, th^-e are fe-^ 
v^ral jPeople to be found, who will \l^enture ta 
fit dpwn at Table, tho' the whole Ctmnpany 
fliouid make .up juft Number Thirteen^ and 
tjho-Lbave no Faith at all in Liicky -Days and 
Hou'rf?/ yet from that Period of Time: lafi men-^^ 
tloned^ with one or two more that I could na me, 
ve hflve.Reafon- to own, there have been fuch 
Things as Lucky Days and Hoiarfe in our Time.: 
The Tingling of the Ear, the caiRial Rupture; 
of thS Shoe-latchet, the Voice of the Screech- 
Qwl, the Sneezing to the Right dr Left, the' 
CroS^^ing of a.Raven, the Croifiiig of a Hare iii 
Qur way, the Howling of Dogs^ the Tick, Tick 
ojf 9 little Worm, or Spider in a Bedfted, com- 

* ' ' . mon]y 
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JBfionty called 9! Death Watch j all thefe have had 
their Day. But notwitbftandmg thefe Follies : 
•re pretty well Worn out of thie Minds of the 
Wift and Leariled iri tbe'prefent Age, Multi- 
tudes of weak ^nd ignorant Perfons are ftill 
Slaves to thera, And upon fudi People, what , 
. ^' Impreffion does ;c make, when a ftrange 
niqnftrpus Frdi happens to come aihoar upoa \ 
ourCoaft? ot the Thames runs dry, its Waters * 
driven out by a ftrong VVind? What direful 
thii3gs were the Common People taught to dis- 
cern in the T^rthern Corufcations ? When my 
Fancy work'd the other way^ and beheld the 
lovely Play of the Iprightly^ Beams, and the 
Variety of Colours and Lights, as the Illuraina^ 
tions of Heaven, upon the Suppreflion of the 
Rebels. Whs^t a Difappointment it is to our 
Hawkers, that we have had no Comet appear 
fince King Georgeh AccefHon > they have been 
Bugbearing the People with the Bxpeftation of 
one, in the Names of Dr. Flamfied^ and Mr.^ 
Whifttmi and ifeem very angry, it does not ap- 
pear Jufl when they want it# There are, I 
dcftibt not, Animadverfions ready, as there 
were upon the Ecllpfe^ and tho* both are Pe- 
riodical, and according to the Law of Nature, 
as the Sun riling and ftttinj^, yet every thing, 
difeful that has ever been faid about Comets,! 
' would have been trumpt up, arid we Uiould 
have heard of 

m 'Terr is mutant em regna Comet em^ Luc. 
Jiegttorum ever for — rubuit lethale Comet es^ Sil.Itj 
J^unauam terrisffeUatum iofune Cornet em JCX^axI. 

The 
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:The |mqr«ni:e of tbeCwiCes of^ThinM, 1$ onfiu 
SwrcejfSaperftition, and'Bughear. Thppoorl 
P((^U in io^id Parts of ^^j^ In4iAy%rft in a tcr-, 
riUp Frigtit wbcit cbe Sua ia ia Eclipfe, f 04-^ 
gpod ReailQn^ wh^ they believe the Dragon. 
is. devoting U^ aji4 that It can hejc(med only ^ 
bjf tbek Ffayer5 an^ Crips. If JPiQVw the ^rf-r I 
thfman Cefier^I, h^d koovii the tr^e caufe ofl 
• Xwar EcKpfe^ be woul4 aeyer. h^ve laNUlir 
ftn- Fear of 'it, while he wa^'inTefted^hy. ai^.! 
£Qh(emy^ whereby ^^ hirafelf^' epgpther wich aa . 
Xfitty of 49009. Mep, (that were aU either ilaia [ 
or tain) i¥?p p*de a Prilbner, %nd dyedinglori-r 
^y («^)' There was nothing forinldable in the! 
Interpoliticpi c>f the Barth between tbeSun iui4 
lijoon J ^fwa^.tbe partoie(sofhiaowa Ignorance., 
n^de the Bugbear ; and befpoW-the Reafon. oif - 
the Man^ at a Time when be. had mod need 
m\ While hJ^ Frie;pd©wff fell in with an Eclipfe^ 
fif tho Moon ^ tjxf Time he was wbarking W 
S^muf^ : He • knew it, underfibod it, ^ent xna 
with bis E?5Bpditioa, apd droy^ out theTyranr. 

^ Befide5 thf Ignorance of C?ufeS| ?nd of th* 
iQoijif^fs pf the Powers of JNatiire^ we are pa-.- 
tivalfy pron^^to-f^perftitiow t^#ar^» Something 
iryjate to <mr,,Canflitqtiow, t JUakes us fuii. 
^pptible pfltbefe Impremcws, Jand fubjeft to! 
Pahnics. J[ m^ike no douot^ bt?t Fear, andl 
Quilt, hare a.moce fure Conuexlpn than fi)ipe 
Men areVilfing tb own: nor is it at all in ipyr 
X>eitgn to infinuate, that any thing that is jafily 
the Qbie^ x>f Eeai^ is a Bugte^,... JiJJft Aj?pre- 

ihenfions, realbnable in their Spring, and uie« 
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'M rti Bieb . Tendaicf ^ are te btdmmg our 
Kftture as any <^6r Pftffidns of^b« Mhid. 
They belong tbufl^ are phated in in^ on pUr- 
pole to do: us good* and keep us out of Harms 
9x^ay^ but the ^fHfti^ial IttipreflKorte made upon 
dur Weaknefs hf dftigning Men, by fa!f^ Ter- 
ro^*J aad the oefdieis or hurtful oMa^ to 
whj<;h Qthers give up themieUes, otj into 
which they are betrayed ; theft siu^ always 
wear that Kame^ whatever Opinioa the Vulgar 
mayhaire ofthem. 

As if the ]^umerous BugbMr^ to ditbrder 
the Reaion of Men in- their waking Hours, weM 
Bdt enow, tbw have Ibund ou^ a way tocond* 
nue the Gambol thro' the Four and twenty 
Hows. Dt^nntfJ make a confiderable Article ef 
thisSubjeft^ as a Lady deicribes the Effe^ of the 
Spleen ) 

• 

On Sieif iHtrudirfy dofi thy Shadims ffttsU^ 

7% ghvmj^ Tepr^i round the fitent iedf 

And ^rwi With Miti^Dr earns the melancholy ffe^d. 

. However weak andiilly it is to mind feriouily 
Mir r«>ving diiordef ^d bnaginatioad when aikep, 
yet if It onee takes the Fancy, t^at Dreams are 
die fo(^0diag Reprefentations of coming 
£vent^ the Concern will be reaL however 
fiuidful the O^afioff. Hard is the #ate of thae 
Mail) whofe . j^ftries are multiplyed by that, 
which is the common Solace and . Refuge of 
othea.JLabQUis.apd Trouble! (») "^^ Sleep, 
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(n^^feffii^iumiilAeiu^orHfnuin tabdrmn & folkkttdinu^ 
^e Jorfi^uSy at ex eo ipfo plurim^ cuf€ metl^que pafcuntur^ 
Gf^ dc Divinat. L 2, feS. fj- 
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'^ -fzp Ttutdr^j makes Slaves forget their OfpM^ 
•'.tivity, and the Fetter'd, their Irons j give^ 
Jf InterAiiflibn to every Trouble ; 

2>/4r Sleepy fweet £,afer of my irifome Griefs 
HawfUdfant art ! how welcome thy Relief (o) ! 

but Superftition won't albw a Man to enjdy 
thus much ; but even Sleeping makes ^iy 
" for frefli Torments ". 

If a Lady chances to fell into this Green-Sick- 
ne{s of the Mind, ihe muft ask Leave of h6r 
' Dreams the Night before, whether flie may 
lafely go to the Play the next Day ♦ or whether 
' flie dare vifit, or receive Company i whether 
I ihe muft not be confined to her Houle, and yet 
be forced at the lame Time to be not at Home. 
^ I have even heard of one that was content to 
go without an Husband, to whom fhe had no 
Objection, but. that fhe dreamM, it rained all 
her Wedding-Day long ; and fo threatned an 
unpleafant Marry'd-State, according to the 
Learned in expounding Dreams. Who would 
have thought it pofiible, that a Man of Quality 
and Fortune, ftould have run into a ralh Jle- 
belMon againft the wifeft' and moft powerful 
Prince of his Age ? and yet it is credibly re*, 
ported of John PadiOa, that he role in Rebel- 
lion againft the Emperor Cfe^/f/ V. in the very 
Heart of Spainy becaule his Wife dreamed her 
Husband was made Oreat Mafier of the Order 
of St. James (f). 
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fceJtrJf,- 'wfei'%' thec^nltfg'ftMha^«Jf8t)f'n-«Se 
ibirit^' odt oTthilr pae^V ** ^Wn as WiH| 

teftweei eirtsfy Oaij": TRe' wilts in\t\^]iiiifi 

cfJmitmiA'ii ^t'g« W^- w5W ettt* oth^f,- pf%}i 

go very right. The Peace of t*» }4oHh ri iti 
good a$ condlud^d, and the Turks are (b fond 
of P«aft«»; tRjIaehiy IftVlfai^iW t«^ »H H)% ^fii* 
t>eror's jSeinandsi . At, Other Tjfties the jSeari 
hihe tht whipliand,' W "Mfen art frighted out, 
of thefr' ^i7e''t»fth' msmfi' Preatir^trons;- 
and ifit^EtrfJJtfror Miftlbfe aJ1*hfc Hai ili ^4^ ftf 
hHf a tiammlgii. • •. ".* , ' 

fir took Int* tht- AtAhti,' vti {hkn f&d'»»y^' 
fe*r»t*W6 tbb: b^ wWdh 1«<« bat* Hien fcaf d 
froift"f rtithj gfad -as ««SftiAfly - J fed dA of th<- 
.t»ay as-^atty'MiV/inJ*?.' Hoi* 6fiilnU^4 
tkifftakft df trestfrfeA.bettiuftdjrs'a ClfaYW' 
ttfinfhV^ifte'Mlndi ^d':^d0«^ the Thougf^*, 
anddarf a^»f^ stoi «/»rjrf^d AeeBiidtjaHrrfrff?! df^y" 
ifittiiSiJ^WGen'hiS^ 'iNfer' hsfe a«<S oiily beeVi tlW 
caft'bf cW I^ofattt atHi"Villia:a!ri;lJut'fe!tfeefftirf» ' 
of thofe to,wbotn we willingly afte** ith^T-ftR* 
oft^afnea^aridWIMfe:. fhe-maM HeaaSffef' 

tite diff^wrft • sea»3itt(^^' m pmofd^^if, tKir ' 

Savings' a-dji' cyprnidn*^ df 'tft6l%=?»^hio!»\hejr ' 
wfcre'fflrft'ihflfroaed'; ahtf tW^fi6«tlhi-y d^dted 
tli^fir«ei;'w*rt f«feaWett-atf OrfRW-in; the!? 
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>e%cf^iV« Scbool« V ^^ among iimr ^^Icmets^^ 
Zenoy 9Bd Plata, vmd ylrZ/tf^r/f, were ahloluce 
. Mafiers of their PhUoibpbic F^ith : None dar^ 
to contradift Ae ifff dixit of either of i:hem, 
or vary from the7)4gmd of their -^eS:, or Opini- 
on of their Leadbr, under the Penalty of pub- 
lick Difgrace^ aud beiog accounted Hereticks in 
]Philolpphy. The Commentators upon ArifipUe 
hp^e had their (everai Admirers, and to a degree 
^ -ibmetimes of Adoration. A femous Do£tor 

and Head of an Houle in Oxford, m»d^ att 
open DeclaratioDy an Senle, more barbarous 
than the Latin,' 

j • . * ' ' ■ , ■ - 

.. Nm fi^ in mU mea, qtU nan ft at fro ZabereSd^ , 

What a fright would this venerablj^ Sage 
have; been in, could any bodjr then have flood 
lip and told him, Sir, tms fame 4rift9tlc, 
whom you fo adore ihall be exploded ; the Au-*^ 
thority of the Phflofopher ihall fmk into that of 
a mere Grammarian ^ and from the.greatefi Ge-^ 
nius, become no more than a good. Writer of. 
Greek : And for that great l^ame,. ZdtunBay 
the Time will come when it ihall be mentioned . 
only in jeft j and what you now call Learning, , 
ihall appear to be little more thaii aCover to^ 
Ignorance; and as the mighty Names of Au- , 
thority, that have hitherto born fuch Sway in 
the World, ihall be fubmitted to the fivir ., 
dence of Things. 
' The Principles of CaJfenJus and Des Cartes , 
/ becajtn^ ^ oracular in Chriftcndomy as ever ttato . 

and t/friftotl^ere in Gretce j and asgenerally ^, 

follow'd, tho'rot fot. (b long a time : They and ^ 

. ^ their Follow^rs^ fuch as Rtitus^ ,Le Grand^ , 

' Rohault^ ' 
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Of #tf fliB^*' A k V f^" 

JQalMttlrV Aiid' Mdekranchj^ wei^e got into fin dfi ^ 
Schocrfsofl^armng in £ifr0^f '^-aftid fo received,^ 
thatibme Votto^rersof theleRiefemlers-iii 9hUt 
Ibfophjr, WMld hardly allow otiaers the -^ fkme 
Liberty to' ^ecdate ^for thetnfelves. JiSanf- 
Thia^ 'HH^re- taken upon Cbntent^ and on 
the mere Credit of their Leader^and maintained^' 
not €o iniidi becMle thej^ were true^ as becaufir 
they were nectflary»to the Hypbthefis. Tho^ 
it nufl be; owned, the Modern Fhiloiofhy- 
opened tjhe Way to greater ^reedom^ and had' 
aaany Things very ingei^iou^and probable; 
• Wefaaveii^ed to fee 2>^i Carter and his 
WolVamet^ difcarded and forfaken alMoft every' 
*bere« w 'The . learned World ieem agrieed to 
qmt all H^oihefis and Conjefture-, and turn to 
FaOs andrlE^periments. The Honourable Mr,' 
,B0ylezxA Sir Ifiioe 7{pH&n, are the great Phi- 
lofia^ic iOraeles of the pre^nt Age^ and tho' 
to be fare there is greater certainty in a Ma« 
diematical Demonftration, and afenfible Bx« 
periment, yet 'tis ftill a Qu^fiion, whether the 
Power of great and admired l9ames does not^ 
in ibme Inftances^ over-awe the Minds of Men^ 
and over-rule a free Enquiry. 
. Kot only the Names of Peribns, but the 
Names of Things have been made Bugbears in 
Philoib^y ; the merie empty Sound of Words, 
without any determined^ Ideas belonging to 
them, or diftinS; Gonceptiotis. iiow often has ^^ ^ 
the Gibberiih of Occult Quaiities^ mi Sub- y . \ 0,^/^ ,^v. 
fimtiat Wormsy done the Bufineis of Spells^ itnd 
charm'd down, the Objeftion, and forced the .^ .^^ 
Opponent to make his Bow, and fit downK 
;Men xoVe up in Arms againft the ingenious Mr. 
Timblcj &^ bis rational and convincing Con* V 
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90-. C||fr J^jljGiJbftfATRV 

Add SI f^r tfaif, V^ril(- ^^^fmmtiAt 4 cuo^: 
1s§8:frdeJJwwjl|3f.TlW«H»8'>9*:tfcf*^' fineftl^wfc 

*Wf-«#ni,Qf *W«' 3M'*' ^*l«f ,. ••»« Wf g^itktak^ 

*f 4eii^ kv»4 ^f §irir»% . tfent: M«»r«i>irJn'. M»* 
**• }fiai^^.\ t»gt i»lOTthqjr Aergofif, thi»<yi^k<R 

5* i^eo: find npthJng 4««^ ^ . • ;«; 

^uirK.ai?^ ^iisfli^»»l«9nt QCTrgth^ is«.neM 

c^:(li|$ gactb^ ^es^, fc^^necly^ ^J9gsM«»iiobfiair^4 
aCj as flrange and.vi^^fdi^l«p 4S (he Doftrins 
ei? tl^ci Re^^r9^n t^ (hft Athpfkm A^ctience, 
t^O; b«i a ]^at}i0mat;i$i9n, W4l t-ho ^me^ thing 
wi.ci^ % GppIh^sp :> f r% %w«t!ii'4 BraiiMo iiesd^ 
J5r#s b^t a-%m^pJLis;pl w«K of 5©pp«fentin^ tiw 
C9M^f oC thp Af^,. in^ puftii^ a good Fm» 
iq)pn tbie B9l^l/3«j^ of- dtrnig 9C f^Jte^TiVK, tb 
(u4erit^n4i ^y. ^yi^ beyond! h)» f^MuU^i^, 
V^hen. the. Doi^rin« of tb« ^rtA<fM4[i(jr Was. &rj^ 
^^t4d, chei Orch^oixof th$^ Gl^yfellr()0<fifacit 
. B4d^5, and i^r<< £A(*«;«fr'a» ^i){l. w6f«! prepacitig 
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0^ Bti6%fejkKi) St 

"9Al ^Nbx^ can be ft 'NKtkhuiy wiAont a goOd 
Colle&ion o^3u^eats by Hit!, of all kinds, and' 
8e «*%e j^liiy'd off upon proper Oceafioris, fey j bi 
fii^ the r^quifrH*s did mice dilflolv^e dtDe of J410MW 
the beA Parllamehti ; turn otit a RflnSffify that? 
bad made the4r Queen and ^ Count ly gforious ;f 
and a^hnofi procure an ever^viftdi?idus Oeheral 
to be floned at Home, for harv5f)|^ beat out^ 
Enemies Abroad. The IB^^m^y tit Forty Ow/| (J^uUfHt^fS 
and 'S>m£erpftheiShurch^ jinari^mdConfuftonA ip$t^tHwH4 

firigheed Emlt&tdvvtt of its Credit iand Trade^; iJlflt^iU^^ 

and alxnoft into Po^fry, and Slitvirf. ' Theie are j*** ^ 

no«(r Hale/ Our <;h{ld:ren are grotm fittuiljaif 

with them : anA <f they don^t jgera 8etof ne«" 

ones againft thb^ext £1eft ion, they had e'en zi 

good cfuft the i^ieldt They feeift a little fenfi^'' 

ble of k, and have been trying pome of a net^ 

found -, « ' T ^g pan£tr if gfiarrding Arnty—^ | ^^ 

yl* -Exftnce af an Army in a Thne of^eace"^ 
Iht Liberty of the Pkofh^ andPrefervdtien of the 
C9f^uthn^''*'''^$olShrs'^-^^ Vtet Quarters --^—^ 
fnp^ting the Af^ijhrtttes ■ ' Poor Tnnhepers t 

P&nUr ti I I '"Eggs* f (f) : ButL^ ^^ 3 ^ 

it ha;fpening, that tbey nrft Ihewedthefe atfw !|* ^ ^^ 
JIoon-Day, and in broad Ught^ it abated the j j[-S^* "^^ 
Terror ; and fo they loft thefr Effeft, as Iboii 1^ ^S S^ ^ 
aa^it was dtfeern^, that the Qjieftion only was, I •^^^^ -^ ^ 
which fort of {landing Army we were tdl^^*,^""^^ 
have, Occafliofial brConftamr? The Btigbeac/^.*^ ^.J? 
was ptay'd withal, atld the real Danger guarded ^^ £^ S w 
againil: it not being thought proper, at that ^ '^'^ * 
Tisae, to give away^ the ^g«rf/^i to five Char- 




(p) Vf4e^ T'htcc Speeches, Gf^^^ 
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^QBfr o^h^jQf^fkf t va or thf^ee Old Womm §we 
cjuty that the- H<?ufe was haunted. -/>; r^*^ 

^ Oralll^lkiicgilBugbearSjfronitheTiinc 
•. . ._ J firfto|,aU//ar4^Wlw/;4i^ Piv^.did operate upo$i 
the Sjtmm txfft^p^vi People ;^ and; after that f^€^ 
me^Rtmmi\ipoo .the ^Jeafi^'^cmd fo ppj ihrori 
<he.1>rrdr^^ O^t^'/^, 5c4»if rli#ff> dqwaitQ {h<^. 
fro^efiMfU f /i^^ from ther^ce| oq. tp the- SriJ^ir-^ 
JP^i^ of fi(nK>fi5 lyfeniory^ the Inj^n -and 4IUm^!^. 
. • *^Af l>angerS;^ the consuming b]iip4^War^ tl|!^ vPmtit 
Jrr/ ^^I'tfwirjb* Auftrian F^^^^ 
" 6f hrlnglng thf, Er^ncb r(3jr^/aif? ; . ff am i^he ficft.of 
thefe,- Ir iiay , to the la0,. tjije^f^pver was a MU 
^{ 0» tied jEiw^Uax)^^^ nof managed W bWnt 

ter* . %&% tKatn ^hat , gener^Ji fj^ni? rtjhe^trjtlw 
t^ebple ' yrer^, '4^uck with at ^hfi ♦ Re vol vtipp^ 
upon the Repqri,. that the /r(/j .jure €wnhg\ 
; pbiij Va&^diffiked moft arti^'c^ljy ; : Thefe Jiffjll 
were eviary 5y%ri^f^ and ey?ry.. wberej:eady' jtft-b^ 

- oppofed J ^Hd "the : whole ^at ipn' put into;:^ Po? 
'j - * ftur^Jof Sjeffr-Di^ence, at, ^^ Tiipe when 1$ w?? 

inakin^ an. B0Qt^^:fo^^ /Upan 

... S5e Advance of jthe . iripf^^ Fofpes,; M4k<f^ 
." ; .Ijf^^rBridjyslwia^fortifyld,^ 
- it commuted to the Jri^ j but fome ef th^ 

Pjiwns beating a l^ar^iM^ 

- the Strati^e^1:9pk foweLI^;.th9.'0the /r^^^ 
doned their Poft in, Con^ftgii leaving t 

Cannon hehiijd thei^* \Aj 'o . rf 

* , Of all tfeei Bugti^r^ that* have ..been ufe4 . W 
Bjy ere People from the r ^t Uie j?! their R^^ 
Jon^ and t^he pru4en!: CojidufJ: of j thei^foly^ 
noiie>lia^ei be eft To numerous o£ .pemiisiious^ %8 
thofe which have obtained in all Ages^ in the 
A^rs ■ of RtHgim. S upe r ft i tion has' ever had 
ics main Foundation and ^Support fr o]cp rthfyn . 

*To 
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To thefe we owe the Heathen Gods md Ood^ 
dejSes, Oracles^ Prophets, Nymphs, Satyr^ 
pawns, Tritons, Furies, Doemons- .' The Pa- 
gaai jie^ogy {warms with Bugbears ^ and the 
Priefis fo carefully managed them, that the 
"People durft not ipeak, or a&, contrary to what 
they would have« 

■ " ' . ■ 
. Thts the Prlefij£mjb whdt the Nur/e heim^ » 

. jtitdfiiB the Cbtld imfofes mt the Mm. 

Drydeiu 

. ' . , .... 

Chrifiianitj was revealed from Heaven to in*' 
troduce into the World a Spiritual sind Rcafo- 
nabje Religion ^ founded upon Light and Evi* 
dence, and to be received only upon true and 
Iblid Motives : To cure Men of a Fondnels for 
fup^rftitious Sentiments and Cuftoms, and afllft, 
t}ieir impartial Enquiries and Judgment, about 
Truth and Duty. But, alas ! the Defigns of 
^me, and the Weaknefi of others, Ibqn fully'^. 
the Luftre of the Religion of jksv S : and; 
vfhen Reaibn^ and Scripture, could not be made. 
tp fupport the Corruptions which were broughc 
in, other Ways were found neceflary to fiip* 
ply the Place of them. People were to be- 
o})iiged to. receive, the, Religion which was 
tSught them, upon Truft j and muft be deterr'd 
from an unbiafs'd Examination, ' elpecially ; 
from any Profeflion contrary to the publick 
Standard, by fuch Ctfhfidierations, as either had 
np Foundation of Truth, or were very unduly 
and improperly applied : ' And thefe i csiU £c- ^ 
clejisfiic^l Bughears, 

;The Priefts of the T^oman Seft, when they : 
had made Chxiftianity to confift of fuch a Far- ; 
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Ab\ of Contradiaions, andluchinHitfapof'rt 
dieulous Obftrvauces, that a^Miin might fto^^ 
tier find in the Jlcoroff, than in the Ifew Tefi^ 
tnent\ they yet made a flitft^ for feveral Ages^ 
to keep the poor People in an implicit Faitb^ 
and a blhid Obedience, by die* bold Affer ttofi 
of tnfattibility. This being once believed^ and 
upon their Word too, yd^u may take their 
Word afterward for every thing elfet What 
Wanders have been done by that one Spell the 
^utlnrtty of the Church ? It has ferved them^ 
without Bluihing, to raze out one of the Ten 
Cmtmandments againft Image- Worihipj ta, re- 
ftove one half of a Sacrdmenty and turn the re- 
maining part into mere Mummery | to dilJjenfS 
with the Violation of the moft effential Laws of 
i^ature^ for Money ; to forbid what Chriil hit 
commanded^ and to command what Chf ift han 
forbidden : and yet this one impudent Frewnce 
iitisfies the People, that. alT.is done by th6 Au* 
tbority oftht Qhurgh } and, I will venture to Giyp 
tifijljuffify them with as good a Grace, if they 
t^ent on, upon the ftme Pretence, to burn theit 
Bibles, and blalpheme their Saviour. Thef. 
^iritual Pbwer of the Pope has been an ufeful 
Etigine to overthrow, the Temporal Power of 
Princes, and to trample upon their Authority 1 
And when thefe come to interfere, we have 
plainly feen which muft give way. This hag 
In^bled them to depofe Princes, when they fl6bd 
iit their way,, to abfolve their Subjfeas froitr ' 
their AllegiaHce, and make the Powers of the * 
Earth but Tributaries to their own Ciperidif, 
S^ay., They are fenfible tbe^ Sihie ftahdisi in 
their 4wayw They have given it fb many hard . 
Kam^es, charged it with fd much ObfevLtitf^ 

Doubts 
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iiia4ed the pqioir H^oble to take th4t for a Bpgi 
;ar too^ and inuuuriouuyr ta keep at. a D;-* 
aricc fron^iij^' They terrify the People with 
^eir ^\£xorcifms^ Doftrlnes of DoemonSj thf> 
prefcehcied Appearances of Saints and AnaeU, a( 
Vdi|ipii0rs for them. How many xpiferablflf 
iquis in Pijrgatory have beep brought up ^o call 
^r Ai<^ of the Peoples Poc^^^;, and t^ie Churches 
ir^jfr; /^ '.There Holy Cheats have been the 
Foundations and Su|)ports of.moft of the Rfli^ 
gipus Orders ^ and there is fcarce a peculiar Do-j ^ 
ftrine or Superftition among theni, which they\ 
fiare'.not. at one 'Jiifie or other^ made ufe oC 
ipttie of thefe Tricks tp ^pport, in the Opinipn 
6f;t7ie credulous Viirgar, who are xnore influ** 
ended by th^em, than py all the Miraclea io thd 
Gdfpe\ 

* Tt were endlels to reclon up^ll.,the valnTcr-^ 
itors, which are kept -up in that falfe.Imagie of 
the Chriftian Churchy to retain the People in 
the betters pf the Priefthood, and induce them 
to believe,and dojuft as they ple.are ^ while they -^ 
are Matters of their Secrets by CoT^JJlcn, andl^ 

Sake them believe it in their Power to exclude y 
^ tfrii froitl Heaven by lExcommuntcatim^ or fe- 
aire them a fafe Paifageto it by Jh/htutUnx 
ifh^ have in truth nothing elfe but Bugbears to 
^pfiOrt any one of their Additions to the Ghri** 
ftian .Religion, excepting only what has toa 
inucK df Reality t;6 beistr that Nan;ie, . viz, thai 
Affi^qice of the fecutar Army to keep all qui^C 
where-6ver they h^y^ Power. , . •: - i , , ^ 
T^e Reformation hfd'.one aud the lama fen4 
tWth. Chriftianity at firft j ' to bri9g. Meiv Ijact to 
Cbnfn otj/kkeligion^ upon the proper and juft 
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Motives upon which he has recommended it ; 
and to difcharge them from all the vain Terrors 
by which the Church of Rome had fupported her^ 
Corruptions. But in truth, moft eftablilhe4 
, ' Churches loon learned to Ufp a^ter her : either, 
to revive the fame Cant-Terms in their own Fa- 
vour, which they bad ridiculed in her \ or to 
ftart new ones, which would be as efFefl^ual to* 
keep the People within their Circle. Herefy 
and Schifm have been oblerved long ago by the 
great Mr. Hales df Eat on ^ to. have been ufed 
among us as Theol^ical Scarecrows. Church^ 
Fewer has been Icrewed up to a mighty Height, • 
and Submiflion to it enjoy ned even in Ibme Pro- 
teftant Countries, on no iefi than the Paiii of 
Damnation. Peaceable Separation from efta- 
blifhed Forms, in Things cdnfeffedly left indiC-' 
fcrent ty the Golpel, are made equally crimi-. 
nal with Murder and Adultpry* People have 
been prefled with the Decifions of Convocation f^, 
the Opinions, or rather Votes, of Majorities, ;, 
the Judgment of Antiquity, th^ Authority of^ 
y celebrated Names, about Matters whiich. ,con-. 

*^ cern the Religion of Jefus Chrift, where thqTQ, 

cannot pofflbly be concluding Arguments,, an^; 
^ therefore are but Bugbears^ as they aje applied,, 

m The very Word Churchy as it has been'raacle. 

6(e of to the fame purpofe, is a Bugbear Word* 
It would fpoil all to let us know what was meant; 
by that Word : For, fometimes, and in,' Ijjmei' 
Places, it is the Pope and his Carcjipals j fprnp-j 
times it is the Clergy and their Intereft }, fomer 
times it fignifieis the Ministers got together ir^k 
Body ; fometimes it is a ^reat Man that is in 
banger of lofing a Place;, or wants to" get ihtq. 
one; fometimes it figiiifies thpfe^PeppIe wj^^ 

• ■ ♦ • *-**','' never 



Vi 



\ 



n 




I 




Of Bugbears. 27 

mver come to Church, and is ufkt in Oppofitioa 
to thesn^ that do ^ and fbrnetimes, but very 



feldom^ it ftands for the Body oftho Faithful: vl.^4 
And yet by this one Word Churchy we have\^ ^^^ ^ 
feen a Faction go on to fright Women and Chil- 
dren out of the Efhblilhment into their own 
Tfculium • by a bold Claim of the Church to 
themlelyes ; by the ridiculous Bugbears. of 
Vninterrufted Succejfton, Sacerdotal Powtrs, Au^ 
thoritsttive jibfolutitm and JScnediSions, and fiich 
like big Words, and Human Terrors ; (as they 
will now, I believe, be called to the End of 
the World j) as if all Chxiftianity depended up- 
on thofe Things, which it fays nothing oC, 
The odious Names of Diftin^Hon, which Mea 
invent for thofe who differ from them, Ihall be 
fu/ficient to ftrike their fervile Followers with 
Horror fbrthe People onwhom they are fiften'd; 
tho' not one in an hundred knows the Meaninc 
of the Term, and very often the Perlbns lo 
marked, differ widely from him who gave O- 
ri^inal to the Kame ; as jirmimm, Calvin, Lu-' 
^her, &c. thefe alfb are mere Bugbears, to 
fright People out of their Realgn, Confidcura- 
tion, and Charity. 

We cannot do a greater Injury to Religion^ 
than by giving Countenance to any fuch wrong I Ik^"^ ~ 
Meafures and Motives of Practice : It entirely 1 1^ ^^ ^ 
debafes an A^Hon, tho^ never ft good in it iel^ 1 "^ ^ ^c^ 
and feparates all prue and acceptable Religion V 5l ^-^'^ 
from it; It is not Religion, but Supefftition^ '''^ ^ 
to believe as dbe Church believes, or afib as the 
Church di£kates,i0itfrr/jf for tharReafonh; or to 
be of the Mind diCramnerj or Ridijy or Luther, 
ot Calvin, out of an obfequious Regard to them 




{Sq alone isi^ good Chrifiian^ who carefully and r ^^ 
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ariifaftUifi^ feJfrtMaft^r, 'aritf-flhcerel/ emtiraV 
ce^ v/liat ne wS^s (b be the Mfcfl of Ghr% And! ' 
ilt^iei, tit iay the Screfa ofAi^nt or Cdm^Ti- " 
ance, any Vher& elffe, is liable to Ais furfhej; 
gr>«-Mifch(e^ That when, thlfu^'^ or Ar* 
tilice! cbftie's'tti t>e dtfcemed, Men >r?>'pt, jn^ 
BjSfefiknient of th^, "tricks put.ipon tfi^, ^^Wn 
ott^inio the'oppohte Extreme j'aftditiirs lia^. 
maa^ 'Atheiftrt Wtooj?- of fegdil Extent wit\, 
Tr-'if^rafi. in the Popifii CouniJries.'" The ifami^j 
Inquifitipn that ft6ps the MdutK, nii^tiplieg top., 
frtetbtnitfs of the' worfrfort, in /m/v ah^ 5^4i«|'^ 
And" if our Hfeh-CIergjr had proceeded Jn the^ 
Str^iti which' tnefffo miich' affefted of rate,.V 
tifeubt we rtibi/Id'naVe found thsft foct of Pepple-. 
fat rrpra being aimlaifhed atHorbe. ' ' 

' Vt ReligW^rdfagdada etiartt' — ^c/uperjitt!o^u 
0'fet oa'aei t^iiiindd. Cic.de biWnat. ii,i« 
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LETTERS- 




HE Firfi of the following Pafwrs 
I receiv'd lately, with a very civil 
Letter from the Author, defiring 
me* if i thought it prot^r* to al- 
low it a Place in the Occa^dnai 
PaftTt and to convey it that way 
into the Hands of the Learned 
DoKor.to whom it is direfled. The Nature of the. 
Argument at 6rft Thought occalion'd fome Demur. 
But the very decent Manner of managing the De- 
bate, has determin'd me to comply with my Cor> 
refpondent's Requeft. I reckon I fhould (hew my 
felt a Bigot apd a Party-man, which I would ever 
svoi(], ifl fhould refufc to let other Mens Thoughts 
come abroad in this Colledion, tho* they Qiould 
happen not to agree with ray own ; as long as the 
Riiles of good Manners and Chriftian Chanty arc 
carefully ob&rv'd. Free and calm Debates of the 
feveral Differences among Chridians, appear to mjc 
the moH effcAual way to fervc the Caufe of Truth, 
Liberty, and Catholick ChriHianity, the avowed and 
jfQQftaijt Dcfign of this Pap?r. ' And therefore, as I 
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now propofe this Gentieman's S<:ntimcnt$ on one 
(ide tp the Worlds .fo if any one will pleafe to ho- 
nour me with bis Thoughts on the other^ with fuch 
an exemplary regard to the Decorum of Charader 
and a Chriftian Temper he (hall readily find a Place 
in an enfuing Paper. I publifli this the more rea* 
dily, that I may have an Opportunity along with 
it to fend the Reverend Dodor my hearty Thanks for 
his uncommon Services to the Chriftian World and 
to the Advancement of Scripture- Knowledge. Ha- 
ving newly received a Letter myfelf upon an Argu- 
ment near akin to the former; cho' ir^eiiters into 
(he Debate of another Paflage of the t)pdor*s, I 
have annexed it, fo^ the fame Reafons which' inda- 
ced me to publifii the other. I bj^ve feveral other 
Letters by me. Tome of which I intend (ball come 
abro^ in my next Paper. 



' 




A Letter to the Keverend Pr, Prideaux, &c. 

Reverend Sir^ 

TT is Impoffiblc for me to fay with how much 
-*• Pleafure I have read that incomparable Perform- 
ance of yours, T%e Old and ^ew ^efiament Conned" 
$d In the Htfiury of the Jews and netghbourtng Rations ; 
which Is capable of ferving a great many nobte 
Purpofes at opCe. There is both Inftru£lipn an4 
lEntertaipment going algng with it, of feveral Sorts. 
And it is particularly Ufeful to clear up the prophc* 
tical Parts of Scripture ,• upon which Account 1 va- 
lue it e^treamly:^ 4nd ^m one among the jx^mv 
that return you Thanks for it; and thank God» 
who enabled you under fo much Weaknefs an4 
Pain to go thro* fo Laborious a Piece of Service. 
May that Life be continued, that is fo well en$- 
plpy'd ; and tfipfp La|)pqrs l^^c^^ied^ f h4t arc fo 

weU 
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veil adapted as well as dcfign^d to do Good ; and 

(bofe WeakneiTes and Infirmicies be itmov*d, or at 

leaft Icept under^ that would incommode you in fiicb 

Services or in any other. Tour Bpok, Sir, is a Ma- 

fler-piece of the kind, and may ferve both to correft 

the Errors of thofe thac hare gone before you» and 

to dircft the Seeps of thofe that come after you. 

And I am confident nothing but Ignorance and Eii" 

vy can treat ft ill. But I muft not attempt to draw 

Its Charader ; Til leave that to others. Only let 

me fay it needs none^ and will bear the t^eft. ^And 

lonlv wifli you had taken your Rife hi|her^and 

carry d down your Hiftory lower. 

And now after this Account, I can't tell how* 
methinks, to-except againft any thing in it. Bot I 
find my felf obIig*d to do fo» or othcrwife Truth is 
like to fufier^ and a conliderable Body of Men, va- 
luable for every thing that is valuable, will lie un« 
der an OJium thzt they by no means deferve. I hope 
then you will excufe my Freedom in it, finee I can 
a^fure youj I defign no diftefped to you, nor any 
injury to the Reputation of your Book, which tn^ 
de^d nothing that I could fay can leflfen. I value 
both the jlutbor, and the Pefprmana, even tho' it 
bears fo hard, in one or two particular Places, upon 
theCaufe andCharader of thofe to whom lam firm- 
ly attached : And I would only do Juftice to a good 
Caufe and its Advocates, while I am doing yon no 
barm. 

The Pafiages I have to confider, lie in J^/. L 
f' 374' 375> 37^* 379- ^°d the Subftance of theni 
(for I muft not tranfcribe them, till I come to con>» 
fider them particularly,) may be brought within a 
very narrotr Compafi. Tou tell us that tbe Jews 
Tfiade ufe of a Liturgy in tbi tVofJbif rf GQd in tbih - 
Sjnagog9$is tif mr Saviws Time, and that 9Uf Saviour 
joined with them tl)$reinj when fie vient into fbeir Sfnom 
wuet^ as hi fid rverj SabkfLtlf-D(^ ifrom vfhencejou /%• 

ffr 



fdf two ,4h}ng* forihe Ccnjfderathn 0/ Dfjfenfers, vi£ 
that */ rfW nH JtjfUke Set Ftrms tf Ptayer^ in puhtick 
H^Jbif I mi bt was contented to join with the Putlsck 
in the "pfeawefi Fmns^ rather than Jef orate from it : Far 
fuch you Jaj^thofe weretiat were then made ufeofj in Com^ 
farrfon of thbje t/f the CSjurch of England . And to make 
$kat dfpea\ you havefet d&wn their Eighteen Prayers that 
yuereofmojfi titctmni with them^ mofi of which ^ If not all 
iife 1 8, you fay; were- ufed in our Saviours Time. And 
'after that yoU tett &/,' that this may fotisfy the Dijfenters^ 
*^ any thing canfatlsfyMenfoperverfely bent after their 
ewn ff^ays, that neither your ufingSitPorms of Prayer ^ 
yourpuhlick fVorjhtP^ nor your ajtng fuch which they thttdk 
not fu^iehtjy Editing, can h ObjeSiions fufficient to 
yufi^ them in their Refufal to join with you in them. For 
they have the Examfte of Xlhrtfl in both thefe thus difeEt^ 
ty againfi them. 

This ld6ks J^t-ctty plauffblc, and piffcs, I doubt 
fiof , for Dcmonftration whh fomc ; but it is np 
more than Colour ind Paint, and there h nothing 
SbKd'and Subft^nKaHn It r'As I (hall make appear 
•by tonfidcrtng every jpartkufar Paflfage, wherein att 
this is contained', ifter having obferved two. things 
!n the genctaK 

The Firfris thrs, that there are no Perfons, fhat 
r kS<y*r of, >J;rbo pay more rcfpeft to the Example 
bf the Kcfled Jefus, whether in Principle or Prafiici^ 
ffram the p//e»f^/dor And if fn iny thing tfiey dif- 
fer from It, ^ It i$ merely thro' Involuntary Ignorance. 
•^ For yoti then to fiippofe them, efpecially in t]^Q 
general (as yon tfo) Jo pervetfety bent- upon their own 
^ays that nothing can fatisfy them, is what one would 
not haveexpcfted from Dr. PrrVw^x/We are mightily 
tincernedy as wcM isfutprized^ that fo .Great and Good 
an Aothor fliortld run into the Vlrulente of IgHoVant, 
RaQi and Loofe Scr^blers againft a Body of Menu 
who have given affr poflilile Proof^ of their Sincerity 
irtd Opefln^fs toXJonviftiati j* having 'nftVcrpa(rccf by 
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tt)r thing Cff Moment: cJiM has been oflSdtd to theni» 
fJNUB whatever Hand it has come; andwhoouftbe 
tbe gieateft Fools in Nature to be pai^frfes haYiog 
fo maLuyfinfikk Ariumems to make them willing to 
be convinced. lHakthey maybe, and they could 
kave bare that Charge well enough from you. But 
to go down to the lateft Pofterity in fuch a Perfoi> 
mance as yours with the Cbarader of Penrnfimfh i» 
fomewhattoo grating to be pa&d by io Silence. And 
dfpecially when there was (o littk Occafion for it^ 
mmt any thing that you had faidto/^iiVjI^them; a9 
I ftall make appear preiently. Pardon me. therefore* 
Sbr^ ii I cake Notice of it with fome Gmcem: And 
\ wn fune yon will do it» if you will but make the 
Cafe your owtu 

But to fay no more of that, for fear of faying too 
mucby I obfenre, 

2. What is verv ncceflary to be obferved here^ 
diat you have quite miilaken the DiiTenters^ whed 
yoa fappofe that nothing hinders them from joining 
witb the publlck Eftabl JKbmfmt befides your ufi»g Set 
Fcrmr^ and jntr ufltig tbrfe that are Mean. For as for 
the Firft* tbeufe 9f Set Forms^ though there may in« 
deed here and therebe one amongthem that fcruples 
Ac very Lawfulness of«them> yet the Generality are 
of.qaite another Optilbn : As you will find> if yoa 
do but confult K. Charles IId*s DeclaratiCH obomEc^ 
defiafifcal Affairs quickly after the Rtfiorathnp or the 
Cmrferemeat the siuoff qr any other particular Wrir 
ter of Note among them. They are all of them 
Indeed againft Set Ferms In Oppofition to Free Prof^ 
er^ or exclu(iv:e of it. But they allolxr them in the 
gMera)^ to be Lawful^ and upon Tome Occafions £x^ 
feJtem. They very well approve of a Lhmgy in the 
general* efpecially under fome particular Circnm<i 
ftancesy and Vich regard to fome particular £er» 
fons> who can^^ do well without it, and there-* 
fore have 400^ difpute nrlth the Church of Eagland 

upon 
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uDOfi that Head. Nay, they would conform to the; 
eKablifli*d Liturgf in particular, if thofe Ammdnmi$s 
were nd ade in kwbicb they cannot but judge necefliu^j 
and provided they were not entirefy confiaJ ta ityfo 
as never to vafyfrcm it in their MMftrathm uf^mat^- 
Occajton whatfogver ; and not obliged fo to fubfcriie to" 
it and declare concerning it as they are. ^ Sa fhat 
we have no Controverfy with you about At Pi^rms in: 
the general, but about thofet puticalar Forms oft 
yours ; which, in our Opinion, carry with them ibme^ 
Difagreeablej Diffutable^ and 'Dmger$Ht Citutmfiancu* : 
We do indeed give our Way of Praying> in the gene«* 
tal, the Preference, before your'ss (our Reafonsfbt 
which we ^have often laid before tht World, and I 
Iball have occafion to mention fome of them by alud^ 
by ;) But we are far from being Enemies to &t 
Forms^ efpecially fuch as are pertinent, judici6ufir>* 
well ' compofed, and regularly put together. We 
know that our way of praying is no more exprefljri 
commanded, than yours is forbid ; and therefocc: 
tho' we think the former the more eligible, yet we 
don't at the fame time condemn the later as ffn&iL 
In ihort, the Cafe (lands thus, we apprehend. tbac 
neitherway of praying, whether with or without S#r 
fhrmx, is exprefly commanded or exprefly forbid-* 
den ; and therefore think,\ that we ought not to be 
bound up either way by any Humane Authority* 
whether Civil or Ecclefiaftical, or both ; but that 
a Man is obliged to take that way, which he finds 
beft for himfelf, can give the befl Reafons for, and 
which he i% like to meet with the feweft Inconveni** 
cies from. On thefe accounts we are determined 
on the fide of Free Prayerr before that of Set Ferms^ 
tho* with a favourable Opinion of Set F6ri»j,.and a 
good Difpofition to them, at the fame time. Of 
which we are willing to give the Cb. of E. a con« 
vincing Inftance at any time, by going over to 
her in a Body, whenever (he will be plea* 

fed 
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fed to r«t things Bpon the Foot, that hot only 
wc> tet;8l(a loitie or her wifeft and beft Members 
have Irnig wiflied and prayed ayd contended for : 
And which would mightily tend (O her own Repa- 
tatioii, Adirfnceiftent and Security ; as Dr. IVaki 
(then& of Urnnln^ now A. B. of Qanurbury) has fuffi« 
eiently made appear in that admirable Speech of his 
ih the H. of L. at the rime of Dr. Sachewr^rs Trial 
And I cdttld heartily wilb we had another from 
him of the faille firain iiow^ which in ^11 probabilt* 
ty would do 'more good» his Intercil and Influence 
Ming fo much incre*fed by his Preferment to the 

drcUefifecfai Sei. 

And as for thcSeunJ^ the Meavnefs ifjw Set Forms ^ 
tho* that i$ one thing which the Diflenters objed 
agiinft Confovmlry, yet that is tut one Thitig, and 
not die iaoaiQ thing neither. We pbief^ iadtzgaind 
the R^aintS'SLtidlm^Jlffotts that go aloOg wMi them> 
and tte SuUirift^n and Dictaration that afie required 
df us in order to our foimngin them. And I de« 
fire this may be taken nodfce of, bfcaufe of the ufd 
that I (ha4f;lnake of it iti the proccfs of thk De- 
hate. 

Thefc Thangs being pfctoifcd, let us fee now 
what yoa haiveti^ fay toiis^^ And, Firft, you tell 
BS Ami the Jews 'i&^ UturgieSt fn wbfcb utn all thi 
friJtriM Fsfms sf tbiir 8jnag9gui-tVotJhip. Now tho' 
yoQ don't pareicuiaely apply this co the Diflcnters, yd 
I caoVbut think It is yotxr deflgn that they fhould 
apply it to theiit^eJ^es, and Others atleaft may appljr 
k to thetti, and have done *** fo, and therefore I iball 
take it in my way aod collider it a little. 

And here i aUow you the Faft to be true^ ahci 
that thty had a laturg) too frotti the time o(B^rai 
tho* none before, as f^ttringa obfcrves out of Afrf- 
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ntoidJes, Lib. 5. Cap, 14. p. 10 jt* But I can*t fee 
whap ufe can be made of this in the Controvcrfy 
biftwcen you and 41s. It will by no means fcrvc 
your Caule, or injure ours. For this is not fuffici*- 
ent Proof for fo much as Conformity to a Lttur-» 
^y, it| general, in Cafe we fcrupled that, as we do 
pot ; and much lefs is here any Proof foe Coafor- 
mjty.to your Liturgy in particular. 

I . Here is no fumcicnt Proof for fo much a^ Con- 
formity to a Liturgy in the general 1 fb that in 
Cafe we fcrupled th^t^ as we do^ not, this coukl 
Qot reconcile us to It j and, that jiot thra' any Pein^ 
wrjenefs of oyr's, but for want of fufficient Force ifli 
the Argument it k\f. For pray, Sir, where is the 
CotcQ, q£ this Argument, They bad a Liturgy and 
conformed to it, and therefore we mtift have one 
and conform to it too? Muft we havei and do, e- 
very thing that they had and did ; as upon this 
way of arguing we. mtift ? No certainly. For then 
we mufl ha^ve Sacrifices too, and abundance of o*. 
ther Things which it is needlefs to mention. Wc 
can. be no farther bound to imitate them» ' than zs 
the Reafon and Nature of things, and Agreement: 
in Circumftances, and the like, requires. . We moil 
therefore be determined i« this Point, not meerly 
by th^k having a Liturgy . and their Conformity 
to It, but by conflderung the Reafqns . upon which 
they went. And id tbey will not hold in oarCafe^ 
as I am inclined to think they will not, becaufc we 
certainly ftand upon.^nite another. Foot than/thcy 
did, j^s having more Advantages and better Helps 
for another way of praying than tbey had» we ace 
iHH but .where we.wsere, i andjoiir Nooconfornfcity 
to Ji\Liturgy may fiUL for any thing in this Argii« 
mertc be as dct'cnfibJe as ever. 

And much I cfs 2. Is h ere any Argument for Con- 
formity to 'Jour Liturgy in particular ;'^ho Tnorc 
than it would be to^jiEj^Rmifi oae> er-to.\any o- 

1 ther. 
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then The Argument muft ran thus, the Jews con- 
formed to onif therefore we iBonld conform to this. 
And any other Liturgy, let It be Good or Bad, 
would flep in with the very fame Pretence. N<^v^f 
^n Argument ^hat will equally fervc for all Litur- , 

ptSj will ferve for none. But not to infift upon 
this, the Qaeftion here is, whether the Jewi/b Litur- 
gy was the fame with your's ? If not, we are ftili 
fafe in not conforming to your's ; even fuppofing 
that we are obliged to follow the Jews Example, 
which really is not the Cafe. In order therefore to 
^lake fo mi)ch as a plaufible Argument of it, you 
muft prove that the Jews conformed to fuch a i/- 
tff^ as your's, for Mattfr^ Method and Exfrejjton i and 
that it was ufed in the fame way, both by Clergy 
andLaity, with the fame Ceremonies and Gefiuresl^ * 
and that it was attended with the fame Circumftan- ^ 

CtSj viz. that it was drawn up by Men umnfpired,/i^yC( '^ ^^ 
that there was no manner of Liberty allowed to vary^»^< ^^fy 
ftm itf or add to it, upon any Occafion whatfoeijer, and '^/ / ■^' • . y 
't\i^ub(ere' went fuch aSubfcripts'on and Declaration along / 4 f*-' /- 
^th it as there^ does with your's. Unlefs you can do v//?-^/ ^/ 
ill this, we are ftill but where we were, and their A- *♦' ^ 
Example can no ways determine us in this Contro- 
vcrfy. And how you will do this, I can't conceive. 
If Vltrtn^a your Favourite Author, and others, 
have given a true Account of their LfturgUsy no- 
thing in the World could be more different from 
them, in all the main difputed Circumftances, 'than 
yours ii: As I could eafily prove, if there Were any 
Qccafion for it, and will dfo it whenever there is 
fo' And indeed if their Example is to determine 
tts in this Cafe, we are to go throughout with it, 
and fiot only to life a Liturgj, but thms too, or at 
'call one as li^e it as may be j for' fo far as we'differ 
ffom them, fo far we run from their Example, and 
therefore, upofi this Principle, arc fo far' In the 
vrong. The Dilfentcrs then are ftill fafe in not 
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conforming to the Liturff of the Cb. oF E. ; and thtt 
upon this very Principle on which they are lurged to 
ic» bccaufe they d ftn't run fart her from the Example of 
the Jews in not conforming to the Euglffi Liturpy, 
than the Churchmen them^?es do i^ conforming 
to it» when this is fo very different from that of thi 

. But if you could ihew your Liturgy to be liki^ 
Theirsy it would fiill lip uppn you tp fi^w that th^ 
Principles upon which they wept in their Confor?- 
mity to their hiturgj^ are fuch as Vc not only mof 
but mglft to z& upon. Qtherwife ii jtheir Prince 
pies will not fuit oar Cafe, we m9y &\Si refufe to 
^ as they didi even tho* their Ltturgj andyours 
(bpuld be found to be the vj^y fame in every Qifr 
cum|)ance that we dJfpute abput, 
> But to come tp fomewhap more Material even 
our Saviour s Conformity to the Liturgy then in vSp 
Your Words are thefc. Tl^e tftofi folemu Part of their 
Prayers are thofi^ '^htch thy caS Shemoney Eflireh, i, e. 
J he Eighteen Prayers. Ihefe they fay were cempofe4 
and inftitme4 by Epra and thp great Synagogue i atti 
fo them Rabbi GaipalicI, a little tefwe tie DefiriiBir 
on ^/Jerufalem^ added the i^h againfithe CboiliaivSi 
T(pho are therein fneant fender the Name of Appftates 
and Hcrcticks. It is certain tkefe Prayers arf very am- 
cient. For fiuntkn is made of them in the Mlihna as 
Q • / old fettkd Forms ; and yq doubt_ is to ie tnade hut tha$ 

•^ they p;erf ufed tn our Saviours time ; at leafl nioft of 

fhemt if not afl the\9 » and c^nfe gvi^ nth that be joine^ 
in them vjiith the x^fiofthe Jews> wjfeneva^^he^went in-» 
p their Synagogues, as he always did every Sabbath-day^ 
And from hey^ce two thiffgs r^aj he inferred for the Con^ 
J^ieratioisf of our Diflenters. ' xy?, that our Sa'piot^, dif- 

/c c < „ ./ /^ ^^^, "^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^S, : P^^W '^ ftihlitk fForJbil>. And 
I / :l v. , iMy^ that he tpas conientid to join wrti the Publick iff 
^ the meane/t FermSy rather than (epfrati from ^ it. For 
f^^ff } § Player Si (» cop^artfpn ^ thofr nim j^ed in our 
* . ' . ''-/ ' ^ Church, 
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Ckrcbi -are wi}; jifum and m^ Ptnni. And tttif 
the hader maj Jp9 tinu thj ari Jfp I P^ ^« oil « 
A ifaefiatlon ^ thnu in the fme Ordgr m tbtf mt in 
tbejcwlOi UtittgUsy adding tb$ i^tb Frnftr so iKtm, 
wiicb aaifrdingt^ the fame Ordn h ^ iii$h im NmnAnri 

41 h^re recitid. Then foUpv the Prtjrecs jrdo fyak 
ofi which I need npt traofcribe* 

How here I will allow that mofi ^ tbife frnftit^ 
tho* mt all of tbem^ were fi» amiem as yott i tpgc l dtt 
them to be> f and that they werr ofed /in tie Sj/iuf^ 
Ifffm in onr Saviours time. But 2 Can*l dJow you 
Cnffeptemi frqm thence, vrc that kefeimd in tbtm 
mi tie refi ^ tin Jews^ vthtwifit hrvfm im^ ti$k 
^mgigues, aslie ahpagii did every SakkmiHbfy^ SuppcM 
fiogtbe Fad to be tme^ tbat be did join vritb the Jam 
in th$m^ whenever be went fmo their Synagoffees^ wUcft 
yet to me i& very Siffficms, that <loes by no meant 
foUow as a miceflar y Confeqornce from their being 
ofed then and there ; Becaiife it is ooffibie be might 
Bor go into their Sptagog^h till aitcr .they were o« 
ver. And his ChidF Dc(igo> as I take ic, in gong 
tluthe^ bping not (o much to vmfiif with tbem^ 
a to improre an Opportuoity of teetsking and t^^ ^n ,L :!, : 
'xg among them; this i% by no means inconoeiYaf* ^^^ ;^/ 
ble. For this he might do after that Service was - 
over, tho' not before. And this is the more Gm» 
^ivai}le> beipaufr, as I flball (hew prelently, ho 
foold nor, in all probability, join in tbem^ at teaft 
io fome of them> confifteotly with his CharaAei^ 
Ml Circamilaiices» and then it moft appear moft 
Ukcly that he would avoid being prefent at thofisr 
Prayers^ wherein, it is probable he could net 

join, .« , ^. 

But let us enquire a little more diftindly, whe« - 
(be the Fad be true, which you lay down To pQ- 
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ficively, as if no doubt wer^ to be made of it» and 
vrhicb you xfokc the Grouhd*w6rk of all your 
after ReaToning. ' 

Now by i^riAWjoinif^ in the }ewifii Prayers, I 
fuppoTe you mean m^lm^ tbem his otuai, and ftming 
mp the feveral fitititms alimg vAtb themy as they did : 
For his being pefem at them^ if that were grantedf 
or, any thing lefs than bis mnking ufe if them bmfeif, 
wd vmfitfftng God kj themj as they did ; will not be 
fnfficient to anfwer your Purpofe. But that he did 
this, is fo far (torn being tettuin to me ; that the 
contrary feems far more prtdfotle. It is certain, that 
he could not join in them /i// on the Sattath-Days 
.whatever he might do on ocher Days, bccaofe they 
wert not all ufed then. For Vhringay if I take 
him right, fays fo *. Now it i% certain he could 
not JQin in any mott than were ufed; which werc> 
according to him, only the tbret Fir/?, and th^ 
three Laft, and^ Ode thaf goes under the Name 
oi BenediBio Media ^ which Teems to me to be Hie 
fame with what he elTc where czllsBenedlfHf Modim 
Vid. Cap- 17. p. 1085. Lib. jv And for this he 
quotes Maimemides^s Own Words, and there is fbme 
room to doubt whether he ever joined in tbefe Seven,* 
at leaft in fome^iDf them, or in the moft /tgnfflcantr 
and^materiat Parages <of them. I defire any one 
CO look them a^^tu and he Will eafily fee fevei-al 
things in them, which' feem not confiftent wittt 
€hrius Chara&er and Circumftances, in the Senfe 
ii^ which the j^noi intended them. It founds harfb, 
for Inftance, that be fiould^ls^ God for fending aRe*^ 
Jeemet to the yevUy and that hefiould colt God hhSu* 
viouTy as he muft do in the ufe of the FirB Form : . 
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And that be». who was againft needlefs Re^titf- 
OQSi ilioiild bkfs God fmr times (otraiftng the Dead, 
ashe maft do in the Ufe of tiic Second ^ and a fifth 
cimc» if he nfed the Ddxology at the Conclufion> 
ts the People did after the Legams EccieJIa had gone 
tbiougfa the Form. I can hardly think, that he 
would life the TAird^ ets it was enlai^ed when ufcd 
by the Legatm Ecciefia : (For it was much larger then, 
than it is here in your Specimen i which gives it us 
IS it was dfed by^ every private^>Perfon» not as it 
was ufed ill the Congregation by the Perfon that 
(^iated.) ' In the enlai^ed Form there is this Paf^ 
&gc . ■ ■ O wr King, Jbew thf felf Glorious outs of 
% floeey and Reign over us as we exfeU thee. • IVheH 
^k tbm reign in Sion in our Life and Dofs ! 7%ou 
viik dwelly and fiak be fanSlified and tnafftified in the ' 
m^ of Jerufalem thy Cifyy in^ all Cfenerations and to 
aBBexnity.. But could the Blefled Jefus fay fo f And 
fo for Form the i jtb . ■ - ■ reflore thy Worjbip to the 

iiunr Part ^ thy Houfe^ re^c Minifterium />• 

micim. in adytum Domus tu£. Vicringa, p. 1037. 
Or* ■ Jet us fee thee^ moved with fitj^ . returning 
^^ thy Citj Sion. Blejfed art thouy, Lwd^ who art a* 
% to reflore thy prefenoe to Sion ; as ^De Veil has it, 
and elegantly fays'' t^tringa. Ibid. - The two follow- . 
iog fbr;ir/, which praife God for his Mercies^ run 
iQ a ftrain that intimate a Pbrfeiture and XJmmrtbi^ 
^fi of them, and a vaft Obligation to Divine Gra^pe 
^fifing from that Confideration : Whereas he was 
not chargeable with any fuch thing; and therefore 
if tie did ufe them, it rouft have been in a diffe- 
rent Senfe and Way from what thy did. As fob 
thzBenediBio Afydia indeed, I have not been able 
to meet with it? in Vitringa, and- therefore can't fay 
whether he might not s^e that, t leave the Readee 
now to judge^abou^ bis joining in thefe Forms, as 
hejBiaH thi& beft.*. I dare n6t aiferf pofitively that 
he could not, and did not, join in them. But ic 

fcems 
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icems Very (Mrobable Co me that he did nM. And 
this I tm Aire o^ that he might irery well fuifil ni 
the R^bMufmfs of that Law, JOider vibkb be mjot 
hn% wifbout it : So that thete was no abibhitc 
Hccf fity of bis doitig iti in order to acquit Jitmfi^ 
in that pattfcular ; which yet is all that can poffibly 
be faid of bis Obligation to do f6. 

If we take in the #eft of thcfe iS Forms^ it wilf 
be fiill more Impcobable* that erer our Blciird 
Lord Aould join in them ; for either tbiy ar^ f^fn 
fw nom but fin^id amd gtiiky Cnatmesi of which Nmn* 
ber he was noc i .or tktj ffgak of a Saviimf ta cmiUi 
or ba^re fiwae ^er Circumftatice attending theta^ 
wbidi render^ it rory Improbable chat he ftould e« 
ver niake ufe of theiii» as any one lirill fee who 
confides ih^ 

The Erangetical Hiflory it wholly filenr itpon 
this Head: It does not fpeak o<ie word of bis 
joining in their Prayers in the Synagogues. Jt teUf 
us indeed of his foing thither very frequently, znA 
aneotions {everal things which he did tb^nr^ as r^arf* 
^ itigt ittferpriiimg; tegehingt preacbit^, and V)9rking A£r% 
* roc/fti, bui lays not otae Wdrd of his prayn^ troiti^ 
fbcm there. And tho' I would not prefs this Argsi* 
tscoc too £ar» yet give me leave to fay, that it 
feems to fOfr ' an imiccouotable Silence, in Cafe he 
did y^ia with the Jew kk their Prayers ; and e« 
fpecially if (as you muft fuppofe to make any thing 
of your Argument from it J he defigncd rberebj^ 
to fet After- Agtris an Example oijeMng iu Set FofmM 
in the Wor(hip of God. It is true, his Hiftory 
does not (ay that he did not jein in the j^wiflk 
Forms» any more than that he did. But certainly 
the matter would not have been left dubious, but 
plainly related ; a^ leaft the Probabilities would not 
have been greater againft his joining in them, ifho 
bad defigned to lead us by bis Example to jotn ia 
fiich Forms. 

Tor 



^f ?)n Prideaux. 17 

¥0 CDIiclttje this Hlcadt if liie did join in them, 
i would aslc, Whether he. did it in their Way too ? 
Wfafcfa is to me a very material Qneft<oQ to be aa-^ 
f#ered, fn order to put an end to the Controverfy 
between you and ns^ And here to omit other Cir- ^ 

Cttttftatices, that went along with the ufe of thefe 
Pciyers, (as the ^^lAjg three Steps tack, and biywing A^^'*^ 
five times i^erj hw, viz- at the Beginning aod End qf <-V^'^ 
the Firft EenediUioti^ at the Beginning and £W of t.bc 
BfnedrHio Media^ and at the Conclt^on of all. t^trin^ 
ga^ p. taS'd) let me ask only, whether be /aid them 
9ver pri'vmtely to hintfelfy before they v)ere /aid publicklf 
by the LegHtui Ecdefia, or th^ Perfon that officiated 
in the reciting oi them ? It can hardly be fiippo* 
fed chat be fliould, fince it was altogether nfei/^/r, 
and •withal fuperfiHious. If he did not, what be- 
com«s of hU Conformity, or how can it be urg*d 
apoD us ? He confornied but in part at moft to the 
Matter, ^and not at ail to the Manner : Such Con* 
formicy our Churchmen, I believe, would not be 
fatisfy'd with' from us. He ufed them, fay you ; 
but it was not in their way ; What is this tJien to 
us who are to ufe your Forms in your way exadly» 
or elfe not at all ? 

And now, if our Saviouf did not cot\form to 
the Jriis!^ Liturgy, as it is very probable he did 
not; the Dii&nters will have all the Advant;^e of 
his Example on their Side, which you pretend to 
Ik on yours j and we can turn this Argument a- 
gatnft you, as you have done againft us : And if 
we wc^re difpos'd to triumph, could do it here witl| ^ 

as jgood a Grace»as ever you have done. 

Thus much for the Ground -work of your Rea- 
fening with us ^ which being rendered precarious, 
at leaftt the Con/tieratious you infer from it would 
net need to be ea^amined, till that is better fupporr- 
cd. .But, however, to Ihew How good a Caufe we 
bavt, i will give you that which Indeed you have 
' C no 
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lid right to ; and fupppfe, for Argurtcttt fake, that 
the blejfed Jefus did join with thu Jews in their Liturgy ; 
and proceed to eiamine the two Inferences ypu draw 
From It, for the Conjiderati^n of the Oijfenttrs. 

The Firfi is this, Thatmr Saviour diftiked\not Set 
Porms of Prayer in Publick IVorJhip. But what this 
lignifies tous, I can't fee. For we ddn't iifiike thfcm 
neither, any farther than he; but are perfe&ly of 
the famcJMind with him, as far as we can /adge^ 
in this particular. And I am glad for your own 
Sake, as well as ours, that you have cxprefs'd yoor 
felf with fo much Caution and Prudence here. Yod 
only fay, that he difltked not Set Forms, not that he 
apfifov^d of them wtirelyy or that they were bis Choice f 
as fome have inferred from your very Premi^u But 
V vvas certainly more than they had Reafon^ f^r. 
or fuppofe that ht joined in the ufeof Set Forms, 
art- that can follow from thence by any nccetf«ry 
Cdhfequence, is, that he did not think Set Form^ 
t//i/^t«/«/, or at that time Inexpedient ; riot that he 
wai find of them, or preferred them to our way ef Vray^ 
ingj by any Means. For if his adviil joining in Sft 
Porms 6i6wcd his intirc Approbatfon^ of them^ in 

tOppofition to our way of Praying ; then hls( aftual 
inlngin thofe mean Fdrms, as you call them, muft 
ow his intire Appirobation o( mean ones too, and 
that in oppofition to Forms drawn up with more 
Judgment and Care; 

But to appry this to flie purpofe to ^vhfch it is 
intended. If you defign here, to reconcile the Dif- 
(enters to the «fe of Set rorms as Lafj^fulj and fome- 
times Expedient^ it is ti^cdlefs ; if yba' defign to 
recoticilc them to the ufe of Set Forms as Pf^etaCle 
to that of Free Prayer^ this Argument from the fupw 
pofed Praftice, of our Lord will not fervc his Pur- 
pofe. Fbt he difiikedxtot our way lOf Prayer neither, 
as! (ball make to appear prefently-by his Ufeof k% 
And therefore this is noRcafon to quit * our waji 
^ ^ of 
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of prayiQg fear tb^t : BccMfe ft ft^nds upon the 
fame foot witi) that, in rcfpcft of Chrift's Example, 
whatever it may do upon other Accounts. , 

But to leave your Firft Jtofcrcncc, which concern^ 
oaly Forms in .General about The Lawfulneis ot 
Expediency of ^blch, in fome Cafes^ we bivi? 119 
difpute with you i I procieed to your 

Second Inference, which is this, That be .mas con* 

tinted to joitf with the PublUk in the Meaneft Fornn, ror 

ther than feparate from it. For thofe 1 $ Forms, in com^ 

farijbn of thofe now ufed in Qfsr Church, are very Jejune 

and Empty Forms. And to prove this, yoin ei^hibit 

a Copy of theiiu Now the Deiign of chi$9 is tq 

let us fee, that the A/^^^i^^/f pf any particular Fortpf 

is fiQ fufficient Obje&ion againd Cpnformity to 

them, but that Perfons ought to h contented to joim 

wtb the Puhlick infuch, rather than feparate from it, \ 

fay» that they o^^ht to Be foi npt oply th;it they may 

befQ, For otherwife it will not fcrvc your Pujtt 

pofe. Which is to, reconciie the !pi(renters tio th^ 

Clmrck For^, (^veQ tho' tbey tal^e them to be 

puan on^s. . Now to this I^have tbf following Things 

to reply : 

I. It does ndf appear that thofe $et Forips which 
tb^ blefled Je(us yo/W with the Putlkk //i, were fy 
Mean as yev KpreCent them to be. Npt tliofe i $ 
par? icul^Iy. And if we may judge of the reft bjr 
rhem» I can't but think they were far from defpicar 
ble, efpcciaUy at.th^t time of Day. And I c^t^lt 

but fay with Pltri^ga* digftam {Litur^iam Jnd^r 

$0711. fell.) qtSjfi^a Cbrifiianis cognofcasur ; quorum f luring 
utinam Sacra non multo tefidiits & negligentfiu trajfiaxeiftt 
^mjudai. And I find him difpleafed with Buxtorf, 
fo.r ridiculing fome others of their Forms as Mean 

Ci "^s 
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as tbcfe t> (o mH^h as he has done. That they were 
Jejune ztiii Empty indeed in Comparifon of wHat 
our Saviour could have coropofed himielf, I readily 
allow X And that they were fo too in Comparifon 
of what the Forms of the Ch. of E. might bei 
brought to. But that they arc fo in Comparifon of 
what the Engttjb Forms are at prefent» I muft beg 
leave to diffent ; tho* I would not allow my felf to 
difparage the Church Forms* out of Confcicttce as 
veil as Prudepee. 

But 2. Suppq/ing thein to ha vie been fo Mean as 
you reprefent them, and that the blefled Jefus was 
content to join with the Publfck in them notwirhftancf- 
ing, rather thanfeparate^ this can be no fufficietit Ar*- 
gument for us to join with the Publkk in thofe that 
we think foj becaufe (iich Forms would hinder our 
Edification more than they could hi^i who needed 
no fuch Helps fof Edification as we do ; and be- 
caufe they ar^ more unfuitable to the Difpenfation 
under which w^ live, than thofe were to that und^r 
which he lived. And this Alteration of Circum« 
fiances majce:^ a vaft diifcrence between his Ca(e 
and ours. 

3. It is here fuppofed, that our Lord was afraid 
a^ Separatipitt that hts apprehended it to be bad» and 
therefore that ft was better for him to fubmit to 
fome Inconveniences than to run into it, and that 
uDpo ithis Principle he was contented to join in the Put* 
Ipi in the Meaneft Forms. But how does all this ap* 
pear } What Foundation is there for it ? It is all 
gratis diBum, atid ou^ht to be made 6ut t>eferc it 
ican afiedt us. 

! Bat 
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^ VidcmuJ, qujm fanflc & dccorc fccundum Infticura Vctc/ 
rt]hi Sicra Synagogttmcn exercfta Tunc ; quae' proiV nullam nie- 
|*cncur Irrifionein aut Conrempcufn, cui-illa Cftfc exponic CA 
Bvjfteffipji cctcroquin per Synagcgatn fuam ce Ecclcffa Merit 
'ti/Iifnus^ ffdpoiiii^ attcme a nobis confidcrari. />. 9^3* 
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But to clofe altj 4. It is here fuppofedt that our 
Lord did not feparate from the Puffthk^ no not at aff^ 
not (b much as Occa/onaffy ; which is what I fee no 
Reafon to grant. The contrary rather appears to 
me, both dutirt^ his Minlfiry, artd after his RefurreSii^ 
CM, cfp€ciil]y after his Refurreliion, i. During bh 
Minfftry. That in thfs Period of Time he held /e- 

^f grate AJfembftes from the Publick, and that frequent* 
If, at Icaft on the Week Days, is to ne very pro« 
babi^ That he preachetfi to the Multitude, amonjr 
whom he wrought Miracles, is undeniable ; and 
tho' it will not follow from thence only, that he 
fn^eJ with them too, yet it will, I think, froit^ 
other Circumftances. We read fometimes of his 
praying at the wording of a Miracle ; it is proba* 
ble tHere/bre he might do it at the preaching of a 
Sermon too. And with regard to bis DifdfUs par* 
ticularly, I think there i% little Reafon to doubt, 

^ that he held feparate AJfemblies with them, what ever 
he did with others. That Prayer of his on the 
Mount of T'ransfi^uratson was at a fef^ate Affemhiy of «" 
himfelf and three of his Difciples. That menti* 
oned Luke xi. i. is in all appearance a Social Prayer 
with his Difcffles. • I gather this from their asking; 
him to teach tbtm to pray immediately after it was 
over. I ^llow indeed thw this is no certain Argu- 
ment that it was fo, but it is a probable one, and 
that is an that I bring it fon 

And give mc leave here to fay. That uppn fuch 
Qccafions it is likely he ufed the fame way of pray- 
ing as ve do, f}Ot as you do. For \i he did not, 
he muft either ufe the ^ewijh Formsy or fome of his own 
compsfing. Bat that he ufed the Jevrijb Porrns is very 
unlikely, becaiife they could not be pertinent on 
fuch Occaiion9, ^at leaft not always, or fo much as 
in the general ; and it is not likely he fliould evejp 
ufe any that w^re not pertinent. And that he 

ftould cempofe Forms for thm htmftlf tpo is very un- 
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likely : Wc bafre not the Icaft Evidence tot it, or the 
Icaft Hint dc. Intimation about it, or any one fai- 
fagc in all his Iliftory from whence it may be on- 
ferred. This is certain, that there was no neceflir 
ty that he Ibould do fo, either ppon his own Ac- 
count, or upon the Account of thofc that joyaca 
with him. Xs hi was fo full of the Holy Ohoft. 
there was no neceffity of his ufing Set Fo^*"^ Jl^\;^^ 
help to himfelf J and as he had fo happy a Talent 
this way, there Was no •eceffity of h»s.. ufing 5rt 
Forms for the fake of thofe that joined with him, 
for'fae coul4 keep up their Devotion without thcn>i 
wiiatevcr we may do. Nay, I think we have fome 
Evidence to the tontrary, from jiis P^fciples asMog 
him to teach them to pray, after he had ootiepmy. 
ing. anil his anfwering their Requett : Neither oj 
which had been neceflary, had be made ufc ot *•<>">»» 
among them. For they rouft have been acquaintca 
with them without doubt, by having heard them 
frequently ; attd.tberefore needed not to have made 
fucb a Rcqueft j for oould they ever f"?P^^9}? 
pray in better Word« and Forms than thofe whicft 
Siey knew him ^ make ufe of. himfelf ? Jbeir Re- 
oueft would thereupon have been needlefs j ind as 
filch be would have returned no Anfwer to it ac 
aU, .much lefs fuch a one as he did : For he needed 
but to have referred them to bi$ own i'^^^^Sh 
whicb they knew him to make.ofe of, and. that 
would have aufwe^ed their Defigrt e&^ually: Pf 
whether he prayed with a Fotn* or witbm ^ « 
ihdc feparate AjfembUes of his iuri>fg his MtmltrjrJ 
will notdifpute u. ipctknt. It is thp Faft it icir, 
that harate AJfemHies. were held by him with tbcffl 
Ziug that time for Religious Worfhip, m which 
prcaer came inVas ;«. part, that I am now upon, 
,ind that I can t eafily give up. , And ?hen a- T^« 
«fi«. his lUfyrreEliw h? held fep^rate, AJfembltes wit^ 
^WfiipVsUot Religious Wprfliip. in which Pr^^^ 
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camC' in for a part, is what I think cannot well be 
difputed. We have not the lead Hint, that during 
this Interval he ever* cntcr'd into the Jewr/b Syna^ 
gogues at all ; and yet he was frequently with his 
I>r(ciplcs. And can we think there was no Religimt 
ffi^rjbip at thefe Meetings and Intercoarfes between 
him and them ? Or that Praytr was not a part there- 
of ? Or that he prayed by the Jewi/b Formsy or ^«y 
Set Forms of his own comp<ifi»g\? The Jewijb Form€ 
could never be proper, when a new DiTpenfatiooL 
was fetting up. And Set Forms of hisaxvM cmnpofii^ 
would furety have bean prefer ved by them for their 
own Ufe after his Departure ; or they would have 
taken the fame way themfeives» which I ihall Aow 
prefeiitly it i^ prebable they did fsof. And let me 
obfcrVe, that it is here, if any where, that we art 
to look for the Example of Chrift^fbr our Diredion 
in the Bufinefs of Prayer,^ as well a$ other Things^ 
when he was ie aching bit Difiipks J be Things of Jni 
Kingdom, fettling the ConftitutioD of his Churcij^ 
and putting Things in the Pofture in which he de- 
6gnd th^y Aonld continue to the End of the World» 
and ading as the Head and Pattern of his Church 
In a very particular Manner. Arid if h, we icem 
to keep ^ciafer to his Example in our way of pray- 
ing, than in your«. / ' 

Thefe Reflei&ions may I hope fufiice for y^oi^ 
Second Inferencey that the bJeiTed Jeftis jgas comenteJ 
to jorn in the Meanefl Forms vaMs the- Builiak, fMthef 
than feparate from it* • 

I pafs on now to what follows immediately after 
the 1 8 Prayers which you have tranfcribed. Since 
our Lord f pared not freely to iell the ]^w$:^fail the tCor,- 
fuptions vjhich tfjej had in bis time run intOy and eu nS 
-Occdjkns reproached. them tberdxvitbi bad it leeniommvy 
to the IViB if God ta ufe Set pprms of frayer in bis pmb- 
lid Service, or had it been difpleafing to him to be addref- 
fed to in fych mean Foiws, when mid) htter migH hen 
- ■ * ' made ; 
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fnade; v)c may he fare ke toouU lave told them of both 
and joined with them in neither : But he having never 
found fault with them for ujing Set Forms ^ but on the con* 
' trary taught his own Difciples a Set Form to fmy by ; nor 
m any time ettfreffed a difiike of the Forms then tn ufif 
becaufe of the meannefs and emptinefs of them, but alvidys 
joined with them in fheir Synagogues in the Forms above 
recUed ; this may fatisjy our DiJ/entersy if any thing can 
faiiify Menfo perverfely bent after their own IVajSy that 
neither oar nfing Set Forms of Prayer in our put lick Wor* 
fbipynor theufingof fuch niihicbthey think mr fufficientlj 
Edifying^ can be ObyeHiom fttfficient to fuftijy them in 
their Rejufal to* join with us in them. For tkey have the 
Example of Chtifi in loth thefe thus direBly againfi 
it hem. Nov(r 1 (hall noc need to enlarge tnuch 
here* 

I all05^9 1. that had it Jeen contrary to the Wili of 
Cody to ufe a Set Form of Prayer in his publick IVorJhip^ 
the Redeemer wituld have told them of itj as he did of 
^other Carruptionsy and would never have joined therein. 
But this does not concern us, who don't fay that 
the ufe thereof is contrary to the Will of God or z 
Corruption. ' 

And wh^t tho' he did join in them} We hare not 
his Example againft us here ; becaufe we iran be ho 
farther bound by his Example^ than as the Reafon 
and Nature of Things makes it requiiite that we 
ihould be (^^ or than it was defigned that we (bould 
be fo. Let it be proved therefore, that the Reafon 
and Nature of Things make it requifite that we 
imitate his Example in this Cafe, and that it was 
his Deflgn that we fliould do fo^ and then I an 
confident there will not be many DiiTenters iri Eng^ 
land. This is the (horteft way with them, as well 
as the faireft.^/ But till this be done» let us not be 
reproached as not treading in his Seeps. 

fiefides, what tho' he did join in Set Forms with 
thf Pmblith f That is no Proof, that he ouiht to have 

done 
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ioncfo, or that; he was obliged 10 doit^ and not at 
Liberty to avoid or rcfufe it. And therefore it 
can't affed our CAfe^ on whpm it was prciied as a 
Duty to join with the Publick in Set Forms, and charged 
as a great Fault not tq do {oj (o as that nothing is 
fujjicient to excu/e us in refujing it. Prove, Sir> that, 
he lay under O|>ligations tbcreqnto, and that he did > 
it in Compliance with thpfe Obligations, and that . 
they were fucb as come ifitjo^^our Cafe too» and 
then you will (ay fomewhat ,to the Purp^fe ^ . but . 
not till then. ■ . ' ? , . 

2. As to not reproaching them with the Meannefs of 
their Forms^ which you fay^^ wnuld have done if it had 
leen difpleafing to God to be/^ddreffed to in ftich mean 
Forms when much better mig^ have been made ; this 
fuppofes what will not be gr^^t/ed you, viz». that 
theie Forms were fo Mean sis you fay they were, and 
that better might have been made, then. They fcera to 
me to have been Extraordinary, confidering the 
Darknefs and Degeneracy of thofc Times, (as even 
our Forms were at the Time offhe Reformation,) 
and very well fuircd to the Statq.of the Church at. 
that Time, and that none cpuld jbavc made better;, 
fir thun then, unlcfs St. John the Baptifi^ or the. 
Blejfed Jefus himfelf had compoftd them ; and 
neither of them lay under Obligations to it ; nor 
would the Jews have made ufe of them if they 
had done it, they were (o prejudiced againft both, 
iind fo Tenacious of their Cuftoms and. Tradi^ 
tions. 

And fiipjpofing too that their Prayers are Mean, 
in compan(on of what they might have been> and 
yet that God was not 4ifplcafcd with them, tho' 
they were A), and that he is not fo with any other 
mean Forms neither ; thefc can be no Re^fons why 
the Diffenters fhould not prefs for a Refonntation }% 
your Forms, which they look upon to be Meai^» 
before they join with )ou in thm \ ' bccaufe jt is c^r^ 
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tainly fMre Pjeafing to God, to pray to him in vrell* 
compofed JForms than in thofe that are not fo ; 
bccanfe it is more for his Honour, and the Credit 
of his Worfliip. And it is not enough not tQ dif-^ 
f leaf e him f but we are alfo to f leafs him as far as 
we can. * 

And yet farther, Meannefs is but one of the Cir« 
cumftances upon which we refufe to join in the fub* 
lick Forms ; and therefore tho' this Objedion fbould 
be^taken away, yet we may bt Dijfenters notwithr 
fianding, without any Fault at all. Tho* the Ex- 
ample of Chrift woTtild fatisfy us upon the Head of 
mean Formsy yet it would be no Argument for our 
joining in the EngliJIyy if they have other Circum- 
ftances more difputable than that of Meannefs at- 
tending them. It was much eafiei* for him to cod« 
form to the Jexvijh Liturgy, than it is for lis to con* 
form to Oursy all things confidered. He is no Pat- 
tern to us therefore in this Cafe, who have Diffi- 
culties to encounter with, which he had not. And 
pardon me, tf Ifay I cant think he would have 
conformed to it, if fo much had been required of 
him as of us ; tbut isy if be had had fo many things 
^ as we have to be fatisfied about, if he had been ne* 

ceflarily obliged to have fubmitted to fuch Refiraint$> 
and' were to come under fuch Obh'gations as we are 
by Vertue of a Subfcription znd Declaration. Under 
thefe Circumftinces it fecms to me he would not 
have conformed to that Liturgy^ any more than we 
// , do to this. And the Reafon why I think fo is, bc- 
i^ .>.iv ^^^^ Yic has given us the Liberty that we contend 

//^^ ', '" - / f6r aga'itvft fuch Impofitions^ and I fcarce think he has 

*^ % ' C>*ciVen us more Liberty than he would have taken 

K J f ^^^^^^himfelf in a like Cafe. 

«^^^ '^r^ I apprehend indeed that you may fay here, that 

what I alledge only concerns Minifterial Conformity^ 
and not Lay Conformity ; for it is only thaty which 
hM$ tbeic Difficulciesj attending it. I anfwer, its 

true. 
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truei it does ifo. But then I fay, i. That you have 
confined his Example to neither, ard therefore I 
may coniider it ettber way, as it aflfeds either the 
one or the other. 2. Yoii would do well to let 
as know, hoiT the Blefled Jefus pined in thofe Formf^ 
whether as a Minifler or as a frivate Perfon, or whe^ 
ther as Beth, foffletimes as oire, and fomerimes as 
the other ; that we may know who are the Perfons 
particularly concerned to imitate him, whether 
htby or one only I and if one on^y^ which of the tvjo it 
is. 3. If I can but excufe the Dijfenting Minifiers 
from Conformity, by making it appear that they 
aft not Incondftent with the Example of Chrift, 
there will be no Difficulty in brinf^ing otf the Lai'- 
tj clear of ail Guilt in adhering to them* And really 
any Communion in genelfal that bears hard upon the 
Ciergj^ is not like to be eafy to the Laity* They 
muft come in for their Ihare of Hardjjiip^, R^flraints 
and Impofitions. Nay fo far as the-C/6rj]f are confin* 
ed» the Laity are too ; for they can hav^ things no 
otherwife than as the Clergy are dire&ea and oblig- 
ed to difpenfe them to them. For their own Saht 
therefore they oughrto infill upon the Liberty that 
is due^^o the Clergy. And we fee how true this is 
in Fad in the Cafe of the Church of Rome^ which 
hjis enflaved the People by firft hampering the Priefts, 
Minifiers^ in fliort, are not to be confidered as a 
feparate Body from the PeopUy but in Relation to 
them, and therefore what afieds them, affe&s the 
people too« 

And then 3. As for his teaching his own Difciples 
a Set Form to pray hy, which is here produced in 
Favour of Set Forms in the general tho' I (bould 
allow you the FaR^ yet not the Confequence that 
you would draw from it, and that you muft draw 
from it to make it ferve your purpofc, vtzi. 
^'heilL ovii Saviour hereby put them in the way of 
praying on^j W ordinarily iy Set Fcrmsy in oppofition 
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to our miy of prap'n^ For you rau ft carry the Coiii' 
fequence as far as this if you wo\iId urge it upon us* 
This Confcqucnce therefore I cannot allow. 1 will 
grant you indeed that wc may infer from hence, 
.that the ufe of a Set Form is not contrary to the IViU 
of Godi or a Covruption^ but that it i% very Lawful ; 
and upon fome Occafions too very Expedient^ viz*. 
as an help for the Tcung and Uitexperienced, and thofe 
that can*t pray pertimnttyy judimufly and mthodkally^ 
without it, which was the Caie of the Difciples 
when this Form was given to them. But I fee no 
reafon to go any farther. It . aHowi that way of 
praying, but does not recommend it,, or ?ive it the 
preference to ours by any means. And tho' it wa« 
given the Difciples with that very Defign to teaah 
them to prajy yet not to teach them to pray by Set 
Forms onlyy or mainly. One Jingle Form could never 
anfwer that purpofe ; a whole Liturgy ,muft have' 
been given them for fuch an End ; and I verily be- 
lieve our Lord would have given them fuch a one» 
if he had deflgned to have put them in that way 
of praying ; or, if not at that time^ yet at leaft 
when there came to be a neceflity for it, Tfiz,. when 
the Jcwijh Liturgy muft be laid afide, as not fit for 
the Service of his Church after his Refurreiiion^ Or 
he would have put his Apoftfcs upon drawing up i 
Liturgy for therafelves and the reft of the Chriftian 
Church, if he had not done it himfelf* One or 
other of thefe fhings was abfolutely neceflfary to 
ferve his purpofe, becaufe the Jewifb Liturgy being 
taken away, and no othec fubltiruced in' the room 
of it, they muft be without any one at ail. 

But not to in(](l upon this, it is plain, I thinks 
they did not fo underfland him^ if we may judge by 
their PraSiice^ as without doubt we ttuy f and if 
they did not fo undcrftand him, Lfce no Reafon 
that we have to do foj for they were likelier to 
(gm^ at his Meaning xhan we^ and certainly did Coj 
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ind pradiTed accordingly. Let as then look into 
their PraBice ; and fee if they took this Method 
that they are here fuppofed by you to be direfted 
to< Now that they did not in fimi particular Cafn^ 
is evidna ; and that it was not fo in tbeir crdinary 
W^rjbipy is very pfbable. %. That they did not take 
this Courfe in fimi particular Cafis, is evident. As 
for Inftance, from that Prayer of St. Peter^ ABiS vf. 
that of St. Stephen^ ABs vii. that of St. 9eter or St. 
jfote, ABs viii. that of St. Veter^ ABt ix. that of 
Sc. Pauh AHs XX. and ARs xxviii. 

Which Inftanccs look more our way than yourSt 
and may be much more eafily interpreted of Free 
hajer than of Set Forms, For t./The OcctfioM 
werefo Extraordinary, that we can't fiippofe they 
had any Forms at hand fuited to them. 3,r Their 
Ptayers are fo immediately conneAed with thofc 
Occa(ions, that there was not time to compofe pei^ 
tinent Set Forms, or at leaft not for thofe who join- 
ed with them to have Copies of them, and be ac- 
quainted with them; fo that they renft be New, and 
unheard before to their Fellow-Worfliippers, even 
tiK>' they had been pri^compofed by the Ap<^les. 
And 3. There was no Neceffity that they Ibou.ld 
compofc Forms, either for their own fake, or for 
the fakje of thofe that joined with them, being fo 
foil of the Holy Ghoft as they were- 

And 3. That tbey did not take tbe Method iff praying 
h Sh Forms in their ordinary IVwjbipy is very probahk. 
^hcir Hiftory indeed fays nothing of this exprefly» 
tithcr one way or the other. But .there are fome 
P^flagcs from whence we may make a pretty near 
gQcis how. they conduced themfelves in this Aflfair. 
Wt may learn their. Praftice from that of the CbHntff 
l^cy planted^ which^ oo be fure was anfwerable to 
'f' Now that) the Cbitrcbes in their Time did -not 
Puy by Set Formst (which yet they would have 
^^t, if the Afa/iiei bad led thcw tkc way by their 
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£xantple,) we may fiirly: gather from that Prayer 
of the Church fx>r St l^^^er^ jlik xii. 53 12. who 
was then mPxiron> and <jefigne/d for Execution the 
jiext Dxy : TbAt in aU appearance was iiich a 
FraytT as wc pr«y, md not one by Se$ Fwmsy for 
the ReafMS m^itf ion'iil u^der the foregoing Head. 
Let us hMA> aJfe. into the orJinary Wurjbip of the 
X%urcb, and ^ri^ fillill find thu; Caie the fame. For 
this purpofc 1 woujd i^fer yon to iCor. xiv. 14, 1 y. 

jPbrjjf IfrayjHAP nakm^n "ftngucy my ^iri$ frw/r^ 
tut mj Underftandii^ if uprfruitful. What is it thiu I 
Jv^Bf^ay'O^thth SpJ^ih ^nd toitb the Vndefftanding 
alfi. I argue fi?€» the Cafe that the Apoftle there 
)tfins tOf viz^ fraying in an unktmoa ^enguej one. of 
the Fioics which ^hac Church bad run into. Mow 
we can^'t reafbnably think, that the Church had a 
Lkwgy, (nos confquenitly that any other Churches 
tfcep bkd any fucbForm ; for no Reafon can be af* 
figned wh^ die Church of Cmmb fliould be fingular 
in this Matter ;> when there were Per&ms in it 
m)h$ frayed iu antmhMmn 7wgue ; but it appears 
tnopc probafile, thit thiey were left to their Liberty 
in Prayer, otberwife they Vrould not have been 
guilty of fuchaF^ult: Unlefs we can fuppofePray- 
'tt$ drawn up for them in an unknwm Tongue, which 
is A Thing hardly to be imagined ; or that tbeyt 
tranflated them into an unknown 'Tongue in the ufe of 
them, which h every whit as inconceivable. And 
it is very remai^abtc, that the Apofile, when he 
comes to cure this Fault, does not recommend a 
Lituigy to prcwnt it for the future, when yet there 
fccmed to be a very plaufible Occafion for it^ as 
plauiible as ever could be pretended in After- Ages s 
lilt only^ tells them, that they ought not to have 
done fo^ and charges them not to do fo again, and 
leaves them to their Liberty as before 

Upon the whole, I can't but think the JpoftUs 

ttfed our way a£ P«ynig, and not tiyit of Set Brms^ 

and 



dtid confequiently) th^ they did hot undeHlAhd oai^ 

Saviour as putting them upoih that way of' Praying 

when he gave them this Form« And it is fro<it 

hence that we take Encouragement in 6tir wky. 

Which I think we may fafely do ; and that not- 

wichftanding the great diffierencc between them and* 

us, as they had fuch Extra»ritnaryCnfaeftfes for this* 

Service above us. That we can t do it fo well a^ 

they, is no Argument why wc fliduld not do it at 

all ; any more than it would b^7o in the Cafe^M? 

Preachit^y in which they txCt^ti' us as xfauch as^' 

in that of Prajer. 

After all that has been faid«* yotrwill alloV me, 
Ksvereud Sir, to leave the^^ We¥ld ro /udge^ whether 
you had any Rtafon for tliat' dinging Refleftion> 
T7»i majfatisfy our Diffentersy if any TJhtfig' can Jatiif) 
Men fo perverfefy bent after thetV <niJn ivaysy &c. 

You proceed to piitForittis ahd no'I^orhis, Mean 
Forms and Elegarlt ones, upon a pcrfed Equality, 
with regard to the Favcter and Acceptance b( God. 
72v, T'ruth is, (fay you, p 378) whether there be ^ 
pQrm, or no Form^ or lohether thfe Purm be elegantly oY* 
meanlj compofedf nothing of this avniJeth to the recom^ 
mending of cur Prayers tor God. It is the true andfincer^ 
Devotion of the Heart only, that can make them Accefta'^ 
Ue to him. For it is this onhf that gives tif^ (tndVigour 
and true Acceftame to aB our Religwus Adireffes to hiih': 
H^ithout thisy hovjf eligantty and 'moving foev^ the Prayet 
may he compofed^ and with how much feeming Fervour 
and Z$dl it may he poured out, all is ar Dead Mhtter, 
and of no Validity in the Prefenee of our God. But if toe 
krit^ this with us to his H^orjbrp, any Form of Prayer^ 
provided it be of Sound Pl^rds, may be ftgfficient to make 
as and cur ff^rjbrp acceptable unto him, and obtain M^^ 
cyt Peace and Pardon frbm him. For it is fitt the'Fine^' 
nefsof^ech, or thi Elegancy of Exprejjf on t hit the Sh^ 
cerity of the Mind and the true Devotion of the Hrafi onlj^ 
tiat^God regttrds in all our Prayers w^ich i^toff^r'v^tMt^ 

him^ 





hifHi Gite me leaver Sir^ te fayi that this I (t2it 
is not true^ or hpwever that it cannot anfw^er your 
Dcfign. 

I . I fear this is not true. I . grant that God 
looks at the Heart Chiefly^ but I can't fay that he 
^oes fo only* Devotion is the main thing he infifta 
uponi but other things come in for their proper 
ihare in his Regard too. He is not wholly Indif* 
^rent to them, the' he fets the Devotion of the 
Heart above them. He expedts that every one 
Ihould ferve him with his beu ^ and he looks for 
more and better from fome than from others. If 3 
Perfon can ferve him better with Forms th^ with* 
out, he is to do (o; and on the other Hands if a 
Perfon can ferve him better without Forms than 
with themi he is to ferve him in that manner^ So 
far Pdtms «nd m Forms are equal to hinij and no. 
farther i and ^ith regard to mean Forms and ek- 
gant ones in particular, it can never be fuppofed thab 
granting there Ihould be equal Devotion in the ufe 
of them, they fhouM be equally pleafing to God^ 
htczvitmean ones ea^h never be fo much for the Hor 
nour of God, and the Credit of Chriilian Wor(hip 
in the World, as elegant and viell comfofid Forms 
are. 

But then^ 2. Suppo/ing this be triie, it will noc. 
anfwer your End, which is to reconcile the Dif- 
fenters to the ufe of &^ Forms in the general, and 
to the ufe of yours in particular, which they look 
upon to be Mean. For tho' both were equally 
pleaiing to God in themfelves, Furms as pleafing as 
no Foims^ and mean ones as thofe of the befl Com? 
pofure, yet ftiil ii they are not equally Edifying 
to our felves, we may lawfully refufe to join in 
them* For we are dire(5ied in our Worlbip to m;i- 
nage all to the beft Edification^ i Cor. xiv. 26. And. 
cannot more efifedually pleafe God than by confult- 
ing our own EdiHcacion. Now we apprehend^ that 

is 



t9 55^* Prideaux* 35 

Js better ptpWde^i for in our way of fnycx than by 
Set FormSj\and without doubt by excelUnt Forms 
better than by meaa ones. 

Liotirely agree With you in what follows, p. 379. 
It is true, a nev) lingle ef Words y and a fervent Deltve* 
rj of tkim ij thi^ Minifter in Prayer y may hmve fome £/- 
feEl upon the Auditor Sy and often rajfe^ in fuch of them 
as ate iiffcEled this xuaj^ a Devotiony which otberwije 
they liiould mt have. * But this being whollj Artificial^ 
vobich all drops again, as foon as tha Engine if removed 
that rat fed it, it is none of that true habitual Devotion^ 
xahich can alone render us Acceptable to our God in any 
iff our AddreJJes to him. 7%ls we ought to bring with uSp 
Vfhenever we come into the Houfe of God to worjhip before 
him. But I cannot add with you, And with this 
in any Pomiy whtch is of Sound IVords, we may pray 
acceptably to him^ that isy equally fo, unlefs it oe the 
i>cft that y^c can come at. I allow this is Nccef- 
Tary, fp that.»o«e can ever be acceptable to him without 
it ; as you add ; but that it will make up known 
voluntary Defects, is what 1 can*t afleot to with- 
oiit better Reafon. Befides, you Aifppofc herein 
what I hardly clleem poffiblc, that there can be 
true Devotion in the ufe of thofe Forms, which arc 
Jcnoi^n and thought to be Mean by the very Perfon 
\|rho ufes them. Another^ who has a better Opinio 
oh pf them, may ufe the very fame with great Jijt^ 
vot ion : Jput he that comes to them with this pre- 
judice, mi^fl, 'J believe, find his Devotion very much 
xoA^A in th^'ufe of them: I am fure mine would 
in fuch a Cafe. • 

I havjp but one thing more to take notice qf. 
And th^t is this. But whether any Form offuch Souiii 
iPbrds can be well preferved in thofe Extemporary Effti-^ 
Jions of prayer y which fotne delight in j whether ti aoes 
not often lead them into Indecent y and fhmetirti^s into 
Bic^hemws ^xprefjionsy to the great D/jionour of O^d, 
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and the Damage of RgtigioUj it hehtyues thoje^ v^hoaref^r 
this way^ ferioujly to ionfider.^ Now we have confiderd 
this, and that feriou/lj toOi and can't iind but that 
a Form of Sound PVords may he well frefirvedi and very 
well too, in rhatWay of praying that we delight in ^ 
and that it does not often lead us into Indecent^ and 
much lefs into Blafphemous Exprejjionsy to the great dif^ 
honour of Gody and the damage of Religion. Ho^y 
far Tome Perfons may be guilty hcrc> I can't fay, 
but 1 can allure you, the generality are not. And 
as for perfonal Failings of this for t» or any other* 
they are by no Means chargeable upon the Way 
itfelf, but on the Imprudence of the faulty Per- 
fon. And here you go upon a groundlefs Suppo- 
iitiont that our Prayers are Extemporary Effujfons^ 
as you call them. By which I fuppofe you mean 
that they are Unpremiditatedy and m^rc fuddenThoughis. 
W'hercas we not only allow Premeditation^ bvtt 
plead for it, and pradice it; not leaving the Ser- 
vice wholly to the prefent Suggeftions of the Ima- 
jination, but calling in Prudence for our Aid be- 
forehand, (efpecially upon extraordinary Occafions^ 

• Ukfurnifi the Materials, to lay the Method, to propOX'^ 
tion the Length to the Occaficn, and to form the Ex* 
frejjioni, And fo nothing hidecent, and much lefs 

^BlafphemouSi is ever like to creep in : It m'uft break 

:thro' a great deal of Caution and Care if it does, 
and that.it is not like to do.- I won't fay indeed 
that all take this Method; but I am fure the Prin- 
ciples of Diffenters oblige them to aft in this 
manner, . and from, tny Acquaintance with them, 

,1 know thatf this is the Praftice of many. 

But fuppofing our Way were liable to this In- 
coaycnicnce, you will remember, Sir, that, yours 
has others often attending it, which a wife and 
good Man would guard againft too, viz. Superftiti' 
9n% and a great Number of Forms, and i^erimonies, to- 
gether 
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gcthcr with intricate and pevpUxed B^ubrich almt the 
ufe of them. And this js what youyourfclf bare gi- 
ven mc Occafion to obfcrvc by what you fay of 
t\^ Jewijb Forms. Your Words are thefc, p, 274. 
*theft at firfi were very fevj^ tut fince thej are increafed 
unto a very large Bulky ^mhicb makes their Synagogue jir- 
Vice very long and tedious ; and the BMbrick by which 
tlyey regular it is very perplexed- and intricate^ and. imuyn^ 
hered with mot^ Rites- and Ceremoniius Obfervances ; itt 
all vjhich they equals if mot exceed^ both the Superfiitim^ 
and alfo the Lengthy of the Popijh Service. All this in- 
deed is but the pojjible Confequence of Forms,- not 
the Certain one: And the fame I fay of the other> 
thi$, and that, and the other th'ng, is but th^ pof- 
fible Confequence oi Free- prayer y not the C^r^iia one; 
and therefore not to be charged upon the way it 
felf>' or any Argument for the laying it aHde* as 
you feeni to intimate it to be. 

Thus, Doftor, I haee confidered a1l chat you 
have feen fit to offer upon this Head, and I hope 
with all the Deference that is due to You, and ali 
the Impartiality that is due to Truth. And the* 
I have not been fo happy as to fee Evidence enoup^ 
in what you have offered on this Argument to in* 
ducc m^ to become your Pfofelyte, yet I can affure 
you, I am, 

/ Tour ^g^eat Admirer 

' and hurnhk Servant^ 
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AfftlGT of the Occafional Pgp^r, 

I <^eftion not .but you have; rearf with 
I great Pleafur.^, the very I<:2rned and cx- 
ccilent CoatuEiitn of thf Hlpry ^ the Q}4 
L and l^ew T'efiameMt, by Dr. Prideaux ; and. 
are ^^ully Jpniiblc how much the learned 
World is indebted to him. for having flnilh'd 4 
Hoble and Uftful Defigti in fo Mafterly a Way. 
1 cannot doubt but you hare, with me, a very 
high Eftpem for a Perfon. whofe Writings de- 
fervefowell, and which a^re likely to be valued 
as Jong as a Taftc of good ^earning iLall remain 
amonj; us. 

Yet, Sir, if I may be permitted to guels at yoiif 
T«nper by your Writings, you arc not fo prejq- 
dic'd in Fai^our of any Prrfbns, how defcrving So- 
ever, as not to fee their MiAakes ; tho' ypu know- 
how to fee them withpucdiiQiniftiingany Thing of 
that i^l^em and Relped that is dfie to their real 
Merit. 

In thts Confidence it is, I take the Liberty tct 
fend you fome Stridures 0n pne Paflage of the 
Doftor's tJy«l.t afluring you, rhv it is far ftoiti 
any Vanity ofCriticifing a great Authpr i xnach \e(s 
.with any Intention to dcrpgatc^from the Reputa- 
don of his Excellent Book, which lofes nothing in 
ipy own Edeem on any other Account ; that | 
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rhink the followiog PaiTagc deferves a Publick Ob** 
icrvatioD. 

The Dodcr, athbn^ the Rciifons he gives for his 
large Account of the Jstoi/b and other Cycles jinadi 
ufc of -for the TTwc of Eaftert has given thi's for 
One, ^* To open the Way to a better tJhderftaml^ 
" iog of the Modern Difputc, whieh onr Uiffca*' 

ters have here fet 6n Foot among us. For thejr 

al ledge it asone Reafon of their 'Dlffent]oil> that 
^' Eafler is put wrong in the Kalendar of the C<^- 
" men Priyer*&o6k» and that therefore they caQ- 
<^ Act give their A^t and Conlent thereto* It is 
*' a very odd Thfng, (he adds,) that thiS Sore of' 
^* People, who are againft keeping any Ea^er at 
^^ alU fliould raiTe any Quarrel about the Time of 
« it*Obfervance."* 

I tnuft own, 1 was furprif<^ at reading this Paf-' 
(Sfc^e. That the Dad!0T/ in a Work of foch diflfir- 
rent Katdre, and much better U(e, i!houId think qP 
falling upon hfs Proteitarit Brethren, and tndeavoiiF 
to cxpofc them for a (uppofcd Weaknefs; but rnqre' 
Specially, that he fhould thoofe to do (b in a Cafe 
where he feems fo much to mfftake ^em> trid the 
Coht!*oyerfy they have had on that rbdt. 

F6r, wtch Submiffidn> they have riever raifed atfiy 
<!]^rrel at all abbut the ifme of obferving £yi« 
fitr. Theyliave not, that 1 know of, thought 
it worth quarrelling about ; much lefs have they^ 
st^ade it a conHderable Reafoh, or any Reafon 
at ail fbr their Df (Tent, They have indeed ap- 
jpreKended^ that a Pcclaration of AiTent to all and 
every T!Uihg contained and prefcribed in and by* 

t^e ?ook orCommOtt Prayer, <^c. according to flit' 
'h pf Vn^formlfy^ djii ipglojfe m Affent to (he* 
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Rule for the Time of obferving Eafter which is 
found in that Book. This Rule they bare alfo ap« 
prchended fuch* ^i tfaey couldnot fo well Aflent to* 
But in this they raifed no Quarrel themfelves about 
the Tin^eqf obferving Eafier; and as far as I know* 
the iDiflentejcsi they arjc not a Sort of People ever 
like to raife. ptie. Yet fure when they are called 
upon to give their Affent to ^ny Thing9 they may 
without Refledion judge whether they caD Aflent 
to i( or no. And tbcy have npp yet alledged it as 
one Reafon of their DiiTention, that Eafier is put 
wrong in the Kalcndar ^ but that they apprehend 
they are required to Aflent to it as right, when yet 
they take I; to be, wrong, whach is a very different 
Matter.. 

How the Dodor came thus to reprefent tbe CaTe^ 
I am at ^ lofs tp iniagine. \ Efpecially wheni An 
Anfwej- to their Objeftion, he aims , fo much to 
take ofl^thc Difiiculty of their Aflent, as feems to 
A^ew, he was well aware of thie true State of the 
Queftiooi however he came here to forget it. 

Since the Podpr then has been pleafed to bring 
this Queftion.once more pnthe Stage,^ in a Bop^^ 
unlvenaily read, and defervedly efteem'd ; If you. 
Ihall think. \t proper to give this Letter a Place in 
your Pap^r^ } will endeavour to give the World a 
fairer Account of it than I think Dr. PriJaaux has 
done. ^ . * 

The Objcaion ^ands thus. . ^ .The Rule in tji^ 
« ^Kalcndar fays, Uafler-Daj is always the firft 5«ii-^ 
** day aft;er the firft Full- Moon, which happens nexii 
^i after the One and Twentieth Day of Af^irc^, (jTc; 
</ but this will feldom beTojupd. true, according to, 
*\ the Tables in.the Conimon Prayer. BookV^nd fo 
«^ th^t the Rule and Tables dilagree with eich' 
'' other. " 
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The Doftor owns this Objedion >^oalci be true, 
were it the Natural Full-Moonjthatis mgaitt in the 
Rule : But he fuppofcs, ** Beiides the Natural Full- 
^^ Kloon, there h an Ecclefiaftical FulI^Moon, that 
•* is, ^: Full-Moon Day fo called by the Church, 
^ tho* there be no Natural Full-Moon thereon ; 
" and of this Ecclefiaftical Full-Moon, the Rule 
** and Tables arc to be underftoOd« * ' ' 

Now the Gentlemen that have objefted the Dif- 
ference between the Rule and Tables, hatve indeed 
thought, that the Meaning and Imenthh of the Rule, 
as alfo of the feveral Cycles, as well as the Inven- 
tion of Golden Numbers j VafchalT'erms^ &c. were to 
bring the Ecclefiaftical Computation of Eafterj and 
the Moveable Feafts depending thereon, to an A- 
greement with the Aftronomical Revolutions of the 
Sun and Moon* as the Dodor him felfelfe where ob- 
fcrvcs !• So far then as a Rule dcfigad only fcfr 
this End is wrong in^ the Ufc and Application of if, 
fo far they think they may jud^e that the Rule, and 
the Tables defign*d to ahfwer it, do not agree with 
each other> becaufethe Meaning and Intention of the 
whole was to find out in each Year, the Real and 
Natural Full-Moon, which happened firft affter the 
Vernal Equinox, but which It is corifefs-d the Ta- 
bles' do not reach to. They enquire not* whether it 
was.a Matter of any Importanc]^ to be done in this 
or another Way: But finceit is intended to be done 
this Way, they not only obferve, That the Tables by 
a fmall Error in the Nineteen Years Cycle, but by 
length of Time grown confidcrable, do hotanfw'er 
this Intent/on, and therefore differ froiti the Meaning 
of the Rule. 

• ' This, 
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TbiSi it is true> is only at) Aftrononiicali aruit 
:not a Theological Error : But li thefr Afllent was 
required to it^ as they apprehend in this Cafe tt 
was, they could not giVe it to any the leaft and 
moft innocent known Error withoac the Guflt of 
Fallboodt which is to be fure 4 Theological Crian#. 
And however they or others may innocently ^on- 
fent to the Ufe q( it, which the Dodor fay^ is all 
that the Declaration of AiTcnt and Confenc obhges 
to : Tet he ought In Juftice to them fo let the World 
luiowj That they never obje(fted to the Uf^ of it ; 
but went all along upon this Foot, That the AA 
obliges to Aifeot to the Trtitb^ as well a? Confenc 
to the Uff9 which on fuppofal of an Error and Dlf'- 
agreement they could not imKKently do. 

Bot it feems to Dr. PriJeaitx, that neither ^' the 
^ Katendar not this Rale belonging to it is within 
** that Declaration (of AiTent and Confent); for 
^ he thinks it cannot be brought upder any of the 
*^ Particulars mentioned in the A6t which requires 
f* it. ^ This is at IcaQ a Pi^ce of News they ne« 
WCV" heard before ^ tho', if it Ihould prove true, I 
cUure anfwer for the DiflenterS) they are not (o. fond 
of this or any other Reafon for Separation, buc 
diey wo)ild be obliged to the Dp<9;or if he could 
remove them all upon the f^me Foot : But there 
is Reafon to fear it wants fatther Coniirmauom 
For the A^nt required by the A& of Uniformity is 
to all and every Thing contain'd and prefcribed 
in and by the Book, entitled, the Book of Common 
^ajer. Now this Rule and Kalendar are found in 
the Books fo Entitled: One of which was annex* 
ed to the Ad, and is the Book intended in the Dc- 
cIaration» And both the Rule and the Kalendar 
are of fuch ufe to the Form and Order of many ^ 
Parts of the Common Prayer, that they folely di- 
reft the Time of uHng the Epiftles, Gofpels and 

Colleas 



xidr mthc M6vcif»blc Fejift*', ihd ftem tRicfe- 

fiore incerKJlM lis a very tkitiiry ifrid HttnSvt ku- 
KHcki l^p^ti fhe Vhole; Sir, .'wtfatt £ouId teitip^ 
Pr. Prideaux to end with this fevere Reflcftioni^ 
•«■ To initee ftcJf i Tnfleto Jbi-iKtaiiki df Wpiik- 
f fng thi 'Cot^t^unton, and (@p4ratibg 'ftom' the 
« ChAr^-iVw^hacMeii df c0ttlm6n6ehY«^^te^lllVoa 
^ Itixeigritjf taiyhe zOikmiA ^. •-: — ■— "'^hi's fficw^ 
''fadw.f JTrd ci% iire pt^t- 16' k to <^nd Rearons foC 
'^.Ji:)j^fli^Se)$(ir«m>H,' whtn 4iiiy -iirgeiiich iwictktiei 
«**idfi#i>«!oli*'<)ncforft«is'eh«*^.^ '' '^'',^'f; .;• 
VTj(^<hM «^'6flpv raakH)^ t'lnelanchb^^l^celt* 

^jj .. I. ... »ir_ J. «r. _. ' fc.. «l M 

frHiidfc^ ha^<!i even lipoh 
fttra-tbeiri tfldc ^^m nd61e Vrev^i to tiiBe, niviii 
Mdct^»,' arid) tt^/ch is yet w^rfey prchrokt (hctii 
^ uttHsardViibie aAd liAaiariti^le Reffeaidtifs on* 
<heif ^ B^ehfcn ii Has >i^hit (be ' Dificnte^ bt»^ 
j«& C6 th« FtikK folt fifldiA^ £i^fr lieen ever idzdi 
by ch«M a Grtfo^d fdr breakin| C6ixkmiiihi6rt or fc' 
paratifig JFronl ch^^ Church f ' Has tftd' Church fb^ 
Midf as «7ef fafeeft bymed bf^ilA for uiiAlg ft, or 
iity tht itfdl fcMpie i^adift ^f C6mmu^'0n with i^ 
• to -that AecbaAc ? Has it ivci bieti ufed farthet 
than, is olli4 DtffiA)lty, amon'i^ many faf greater]! 
JH the F6^^: d'f AiTent (uppofecf t6 be rehired tof 
Minifteri«l Confdtfl&ity <> Ahd M thaf ^levtr Ts it! 
fo a'ltbgethfet' fc^IthMiC (hew •« Reifon, that ^they 
ioktvt to btti^t^d is >Men Either waAtin^ Com- 
mon Senfe or Common Honefty } Howevef friyo* 
Mas -the ObfeSFjoA^ Aay- 6e, methinSs It canf 
hardly dal^ (4t fudi Ctfnteiftpt atic( Reptoacli^ 
And furely neither Prudence nor Charity wilt 

F . .... allbW 
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buttf^ijci;* 4t -rlftftin.^bc CenfurerAsiQwn'.Uvcntigfli 
fen- «?CTW"yfgWe»vh> i(b<. Dq^w i^ J^JyJ»r«.f«c^ ^ 

on purpofc fori;h^,»i\fe'9jti,^ci}«^/«ft,(W»ihM,Pil- 
(b«i .he gifcs.fqp/t <iowld.>v<iJy; h^¥«t/|ny->g?fif5f« 



)^ hetw©^;. our £»??V(^.#q4. ^ijjvw-jiAflqjftioiifndiA 
DOS, ft^d jW;»if f d fll a, jw»y Explfc«t«ihi ^«co,ti«r 
very/an^^ AffWnt.,t|if Do§<» gWei'pft »tr WiW itfet 
ready> giycft j^p.^iiirt-..i>d?t?r*; by a fc«9?«» AwIkW «W 

our own lj|nigHag^,i M^ SM^{^ «n W BtifA^^ci^Jm 
fioyy- : I/>:;the, Afco,qi» ji^^/v^^ of. tiie,Dirp!ine,ftH; 

StrtmjliaU^, be ufientions ,^c^ {h<^ (A^SS0(;e:of-c]M> 
?4 .XwrS:;Cyple.5 ccMi^ucd- in • u% dyotbe «rfr» 
»tf/»i, aijid.chc.;ip.lfj^r^QfClc then m ^fo.J«Hfc■:tlwi 
i^pwflJMt i . .a/j d ,th(c y^^4? . Qi^m of wcjconiB^ ifrow 
tbiP ,1 J cli. Day . of f be ^Oiiw ,t o • tbc. ;5b| ft J . ifieJitiiff^ 
jwhcn thf^r/M/^i-Hfedf to/!rf>fkepr fr<i»,ibft I4th(dit 

XXK 2QJh.-_, .; ,(: ■>. ,i:.'!''H r. t: '-.^ "I, ;^,,-. ■ 1:0. n 

I fl|all^pn|y;aiid;.,i %?. f<^ ^giewcjwt.iijftwio.- 

ior youj! J«4g«n€nt.jai>4jtl?i?. go«4! ©«fign-.'yo«' 
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Ijt7c to pfoAot? Impastial Liberty, and the Ge. 
ncral Good of Mankind, that H yo^ fo far ap« 
prove of this Letter as to let it ap|)ear in th^ 
World in your Paper, it wiU t)e a great Satis- 

.•lC\>i« .^.-.L'.'Je -vi^/Tj^ 1' ,i^ >|^- -i^'^.jj^^ 

T^ttr very bmtile SenHtHt-, . 

V 

aril lot ?>nq.^^ Ifirio?.i::>:>0 ^'Ji 3o noifijlioO A 
^'CiaT 5; tKti; W£bi*l s r;:iV/ .11 .foV .ri^i u-*T 
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S I Rf Exon. Niv. 30. 1 71 7. 

Iscr-g^^.^s**! Torncd ovet lately forac Ser- 
Ift^'^^'^l mons of the Reverend Dr. 
Bijt, wdich have the Title 
of The Beauty isf Holinefi in 
the Ctmmon- prayer ;, and could 
not f^t'I of obfetvmg, thdt 
he has adr^ticed nl:rny odd 



"i^^i 



Principles and Maxims in them, contrary to 
the ancient Sentitn;:nts of the Church of 
Eit£iand. The Reverend Mr. Lewis has fuffi* 
cienEly called him to an Account for fbme of 
them. But th^re is one over-look 'd by that 
worthy Gentleman, which appears fo nic as 
liable to ex^ption as any of the. tefl : It is 
in f. 1 48. " It was a remarkable Saying, found- 
•* ed on the Kcafon of Things, (hat a prcacH- 
" ing Church cannot, fiand ; afid ft is alfo 
^* ffkWidnl on the Judgment of Ood, that a 
A 2 t! Qhaxgt\ 



4 Le TT^B?. 

" Churchy wbi^h places its RdigioR in Preih- 
" ing, fliall not ftand." I agree with t£j9 ]pp- 

dor io calling this a rmarkahU Sajit^/^c- 
cially in the Mouth of ■» ProtcftantiX^ne^ 
And Cmcz he has not thought fix, to point us 
to the Author of fo judicious a Remark, I 
will beg leave tp fupgofe, iclr^it canie o^t of 
-the Popifh Mint> ot at leaft was ftampcd in 
the Reign pf the Bock if ^arts. 

I know no Church, to which this ImputS'- 
tion can properly be applied, that it places its 
Rtlighn in Preacbit^. :But nd doubt this was 
deligned for a fiiarp Innuendo upon Some- 
bo4y : It was thought^ I fupppfe, an iptri- 
dious Turn upon the Proteftant Dil^nters, be- 
caufe they may have more frequent Sermons 
among them than elfewhere. Some other 
Writers of the Doctor's Size, havf tljir^wn 
put the lik^ Flirt at them ;, bift with no man- 
ner of Juftioe, or Tnith.'^ / 

If the tpeaning pf th? 'Rcfle&ion be, that 
thcymagnify Preaching, to the Exclulion or 
Pimiairion of any other Parts of publick 
Wptfliip, nothing can be more injurious ; for 
they join Prayer with it, and the Singing pf 
Pfalms in all their Publick Aflfemblies i and as 
frequently as their Neighbours, adminiftcr the 
Sacraments there. Atid indeed it is a little 
odd and incpnfiftear, that they fhpuld fomt^ 
times be cenfured for th^i'r Ipng Prayers, and 
at pthec5> for placing ail their Religion in 
preaching. 

If the Dofior intends by this Inlinuatioit 
that the Diflenters place their ; Religion \n 
This, or in any thing clfe which K piily: an 
inflrmnental Part of Religion, fo as to be ih- 
diffcrcp; about the more ftibflantial P«rt5 of it. 
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tronfifting in Faith and Holinefs* and good 
Works ; I fhall leave it to their known Cha- 
rader> whether they deferre this Imputation 
more than any other fort of People. 

But if the Reproach is call upon them, 
merely becaufe chey have more frequent Preach* 
log jntheirCongregatioos than Tome others; or 
becaufe they think this fliould be an ordinary 
Branch of the Work of every Religious A&m- 
bly ; they are not afbamed to own it, nor afraid 
of the Force of the Dofior's remarkable Saying, 
That a preaching Church tannct flanJ: efpecial]|> 
Gnce the Dodor has not been at the Pains to 
{hew them, how it is founded is tht Reafoa tf 
Thirds. That appears to me, to be quite on 
the other Sid& Ignorance of the moft im* 
portant Matters oT Religion would certainly 
bver-f^read moll Places, without Preaching. 
This is too evident in many of the common 
People, as Matters now ftand ; and it muft 
prodigioudy increafe, if there were nopublick 
Method of InftniAion. 

It was by Preaching that Chritliamty 6rft 
obtained footing in the World, norwithfbnd* 
ing the greatcll Oppofitions and Difcour;^e« 
inents. In order to this, the Apoftles gavr 
themfches cominually to PrajtTt and » the htini- 
firy of the Wvrd '*. And St. Paul gives a Charge 
to the Bifliops of Ephefus^ when he was taking 
his leave of them, to feed the Church of God ; 
which mufl be by Preaching, and the Adrai- 
niftracion of the Sacraments. And heieqnites 
Ttmothj to preach tht Ifitd, to te injiant /a 
StafoH and out of Seafon. He was fo much fet 
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upon this Work himfdfj that he feems: to c- 
fieem ic his principal Buiinefs, / was m Jtm 
(faith he) ^o baptixet but t6 f reach the (S^JfeL 
This Pradice was. attende4 with the greateft 
Sttccefss till the World was proreIyte4.to,Chri- 
ftianity. Nor is the Occafion for it ceafedi 
where this is already become the pi^blic)^ Pro* 
feffion. Vafi Numb^s among us fiill need 
to be inftruded in the Principles of Religion* 
to be cautioned againft fpreading Errors^ and 
perfuaded from a vicious Courfe. Even thofc 
who are already truly Religiousi ne^d at leaft 
frequently to be put in mind of their Duty, 
and excited to the Pradice of it ; while thf 
Aflfairs of Life are fo apt to divert us all from 
a due Attention. to the Duties which are prcr 
paratory to a future Hsrppinefs. 

That which was the Means of eilabliHiing 
Chriilianity at firfty had a confiderabl^ Shar^ 
in reviving and reforming it from the Cor- 
ruptions of Popery . ^ft^rwards. Sir E4win 
Sandes has a particular Obfervaition to this 
purpofe. * " The chief Means ( fays he, ) 
^* whereby the Reformers of Religion did 
^ prevail in all Places, was their fingular A(^ 
^ nduity and Dexterity in Preaching, and e- 
^' fpecially in great Cities, and the Palaces o| 
" Princes." And fays the fam^ Author, 
t " The French Proteftants make Preaching an 
<^ E&ntial and chief Part of the Worfcip of 
^^ God ; whereas the Romanifis make the Ma($ 
\^ only a Work of Duty, and the going, to 4 
Sermon but 3 Matter of Cotpvenien^cj and 
fuch as is left free to Men's Pleafures and 
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?' Qppottunitiefe, witbotit Imputation of Sin." 
m beg leave to match the DoAor's remofko' 
Ue Saying with another of a noted Jefuit, a 
Mailer of one of their Colleges, which is 
related by Chamier ^, in the Tear i $84* be 
thus harangued his Auditory on^ G^cd^Fridaf. 
^ To be toad of hearing many Sermons^ and 
^ of the frequent Reading of the Scriptures, 
^ is in truth no Sign of a goodCfttholick, 
^ but rather the Badge of a Herecickj who 
^ pleafes himfelf with thefe things^ as an Ape 
^ does with a Nut. The only Delight of a 
^* Catholick, is to hear many MaiTes, and of- 
^' ten confefs himfelf. He that negle&s and 
*' defpifes thisj offends more heinoufly than he 
*^ who never beard a Sermon, or faw a Bible 
^ in bis Life. The Roman Catholick faitti 
^* not, The Word, the Wprd ; the Scripture, 
^ the Scripture ; bat Mafs and Confeffion.** 
The Dodor, I believe, may find a great 
many fuch Authorities among the Romamfts^^ 
in favour of his Maxim ,* but very few amon^ 
the ^roteftants, who agree in difdaiming ^- 
ikoMnce for the Mother of Devotitm. 

I believe nothirig will induce any good 
Chridians to wi(h there were fewet Sermon$ 
apiong us than there are, as long a^ the Cler- 
gy impioy their Pains upon Htlbe prdper Sut^ 
j^s for the Pulpit ; to expliin the Holy 
Scriptures, to infiruft Men in their I>aty to 
God, their Neighbours', and themfelves ; and 
ro Inforce thefe by th6 pi'oper Arguments and 
Motives of Reafon and Chriltjanity. But ii^ 
inftead of fuch ufcful and pious piftburfes, the 
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Pulpit 
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Pulpit is imployVl to Vent Party*Rage j td 
excite Sedition in the State, or Animofitiel Sr 
mong Proteftants ; to preach up Superftitioti 
for Religion ; and to propagate fuch Notions 
among the People, as betray and undermine 
the Foundations of the Reformation ; a true 
Proteftant will not care how feldom the Pub« 
lick Aflemblies are fo proftituted« 

If you think fit to allow this at any time z 
place in your Paper, I leare it to' your Cot^ 
region and Improvement. - Who am, &t.. 



'•'i • 



li vxw^«; jcio? j^iucide^- ta? 



II. 

To tbejtaber qf^i&f OccafionalPapen 



;l •• ; • .i: ' 



SIR, 

THE tviro laft Sermons to the Sonai the^ 
Cl^^gj> though their Excellencies luinA 
very different Way, yet both agree in; <int 
common Opinion, whi^h I take to be very 
Exceptionable, and of hurtful Tendency fron 
Perfons of Figure in the Church, and under 
the CounFen^nce of fo great an Audience* 
pn Bifs is always diffufe and florid^ like a Gar- 
land fluck round with Flittoersy or a Flonrifi 
round a great Letter at the Beginning of ^a 
fiookf His Stile is lufcious and furfeiting, like 
Reding upon Sauce« He tfften fays a Thing 
bright and Piquant, but hardly ever any 
thing exaBfy Juft and True, He harangues 
well, but Never Reafonsi In Page ix» 
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f 2) hft la»ys down this AflTeFticfi, ^ The ancknf 
fffiritings and kiterprHotiom of the Fathers , $^he 
Authorit} of Each takiitg Place ViPth their Ant4^ /^ .. • ^^ 
^i%yy have keen^ ar^ ought, and mtift be the Rule ^ ^ 6 ^ 

V ^^gi^g »« all fuccading Ages of the ^^^^^^^'^^Jp^ ^/^ 
Such is the Aff^hotitf of the Ancient Fatloers^ n^st yl^^^j A^ U*'j^ 
^ Degreey as /« 'fime to that of the Apofiles ; the *^ ^ 

fathers as liuerppeters^ the Apofiles as Enditers^ of 
eh Meljf Go^et. 

I>r. Lftfhips is a gfave and piouf Difeour(ef 
has a gr^eat At^i ot good Inftf udion in k, and 
nanrjf' Marks of a (erious and thoiighrful 
Mmd. I wift I could think fo throughout 2 
&i|t in tile firft Inference I And him touching 
rhe fame String. fFe mufi, he fays t> provi^ 
for cm oian Safety by depending , as hs our Duty 
t^ depend, upeU' the General and Uninterrupted '^^''^s 
Senfe of the Chrifiian Church. Dr. Bifs makes (^'f^-' '• -'' •^''* 
the Ancient Fathers, according to their Senio^ 
fiey. Interpreters of the Scripturq^: I fbppofc 
rkcir< Aothopky, like ether things, decayed 
wkk time ; tha« after the Labour and Enqui^ 
ly ^f many Ages, we now undcrftand the 
ScFipcwet lefs, and iha^l come at length to be 
quire in the dark about em ; as the San gra» 
dMilf dechnes till it quite fers. And ytt 
feMie have thought that the Writings of the 
feffi Faifh^rs are lefs to be regarded for tbis 
Furpcifo, than forae latter ones, becaufe they 
eaofto out of the Schools of the Gentile Philo* 
fopbf J and mixed many of their peculiar No- 

* Jit. AUk'jc SieimoA to tkt Sam of tks. QUtg^y X7x£« 
t LuptouV Sermon before the Sens of the Clergy ^ 1717- 

B tions 
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or thought requifite or necejfarj to Salvation. An4$ 
f T'ho' the Church be a fPitnefo , and a Keefer af 
Holy IVrit , yet as it ought not to decree any thing 
againft the Same, fo befides the Samty ought it not 
to enforce any thing to be beh'&v'd for Neceflky iff 
Salvation. And , * Gentrai Coundls may err, 
and have erred, * > • wherefore *fhiifgs ordained by 
fhem as necejfary to Salvation, have neither Strengtif 
It'or AiHhorUy , utilefs it mky be dectared that they 
We taken out &f the Holy Scripture. And in the 
Book of HpratKfcs the ChurA declares, f f^ 
i1}ofe things phicb are %eeeffdry to Salvation , to h 
believed or done, are fo flain in the Scripture , that 
his every Vians Duty to Hearn them thence. Sa 
that jthis Language is WhoHy tmknown, and 
^nrirr difagrecable to the tooft authcntick Re*- 
cords of the EftabHfh'd Church. 9(%sy($^^, 

Befides , Are not the Scrlptqrfes z% inteUtgi^ 
hie, and eafy tp be underftpod, as the Wrftings 
of the Fathers, and Connctb of the Church i 
Are there not great ©iflerences about the 
Senfe of the Fathers, as well as the Senfe 'of 
phe Scriptures ? and muc^h greater Reafon for 
them ;• for they have been more interpoWtcd 
and corrupted , more mutilated and mffftalren 
}>y Accident and Defign ; not fj^read mto (b 
many Hands, or prefervcd with equal Garo 
with 'the Holy Scriptures. And how then 
would this help us, or brfng m ever the ^ear- 
pr thg Truth ? If, for Example s 'fis difficult 
to underftand the Senfe ot tht Gofpels and Efi- 
files of the'Apoftles, is there not at leaft an c- 
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miftl D^crltv to onderftaftd the MeaiMBg ^ 
^narius^s Epnties, and (Semens Romarmsy aod 
MeKandf4rms ? Is the Chriftian Cbnrdh at aU 
agreed fitbout^hcSoifeof tfce fn'ft Wriecrs, any 
more thati tfhfat of the Scriptnres^ Ate thci« 
not many OHScn^kits and Dirpai*es about the 
Sefife of partkdlar Psrflages , and tiie tnam 
Scope t)f famk of tfceir Writings, not'only be- 
tween Papifts and ^oteftants, but atndng ifhe 
Pretdbnts thensflehres ? Hov mucTi letfrived 
Ddft has 'been often ra?fed among the moft 
learned Men, aboot lihc Senfe of ignntinsh Bi- 
fcop, and even ^vGtnuimn^fs of iifs Epifttes? 
And which way ftould the 'firft Writeirts attain 
an Ability of •eji^jrcffing their Scrfe with fo 
madh greater dearnefs and Certainty than the 
Jftfpfrcd Writers ? Or h tbat Suppoflnon A^ 
mutable to tfhe Holy Scriptures ? And ^w^creas 
ifie fifible was writ for common Ufej vand may 
be 'comfiflted 'by every -one,; the Sehfc of the 
Fathers ciaimdt ht ^known to the Gcwerality of 
Chriftian^, 1>ut x>nly by TraiHtfon^d the Re- 
port ^of otfhers. Aind to whit ^Partjofe are fhey 
fent round 2ibout^ and loft in a M^ze, Inftead 
of takfhg t!he fcorteft way, *nd going dire&ly 
r6 the Fountafn-ttead ? 

I am free to own, I tWtft tfhe ^ChriRiati 
Chtttch has agreed all itong iti the 'E/fenttdh of 
Chrittianity : "For how elfe has it been pre- 
^tv'ed and continued in Being? *Tis true, 
there ate difficult PalTages in the 'Scripture, as 
well as in dther Bboks, and fom ihings ismrd to 
h ufiderfiood.; perhaps on .purpdfe to employ 
our Diligence, and exercife our Charity ; and 
in whidh fobtr Enqufries and different Appre- 
hcn^ns, arc not of fu9h moment to afieft ehe 
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EfTentials of Cbriftianity, or difturb the Peace 
of the Church. What is truly eflfential to th<s 
Chriftian Dodrine and the Chriftian Duty» is 
plainly laid down in the ScripturCj and pretty 
generally agreed among Chriftians of the feve-y 
r^l Ways 9 tho' with many Mixtures and Mi« 
ftakes y and with different Degrees of LighfE 
and Purityi in the feveral Ages of the Church, 
And what is not clearly and es^prefsly revealed) 
and not generally agreed among them, cannot 
for that Reafpn be thougt^t abfolutely neceflk- 
ry : For it would not agree with the natural 
Notions of divine Wifdom and Goodnefs> or 
the Defign and End of a Revelation, to fup* 
pofe That made neceflary by it, which is no( 
flainlj revealed. I believe Chriftians are bet- 
ter agreed in the main Points of the Cbriftiai) 
fleligion, tlian fpme Men are willing to ap? 
prehend ; i.e. ia the great ^Articles Of Faith 
and Obedience to the Father^ Son , and Holy 
Spirtt^ and all the Virtues and Duties of thq 
Chriftian Life. And certainly different Ap* 
prehenfions about difficult Matters, which are 
either not revealed to us at all, or very ge^ 
nerally exprefs'd, may well ftand with being 
Chriftians, and with mutual Love ; and then 
no Harm would be done by them. 'Tis 
Mens proud and imperious DtHates i impo* 
iing their Senfe upon btlier Men; making 
things neceffary to Chufch Communion, and 
brotherly Love , whfch the Scriptures have 
not made fo, that has occafioned all the Mif-^ 
chief and Diforder in the Chri|lian World- 

And after all, there is no fuch Agreement 
as is pretended, among the Fathers or Coun? 
cils, iq the Interpret^tiot^ 9f p^iti^ular T^txts. 
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I defifc to know where that General and Unin-* 
terrupted Senfe of the Chrifilan Churchy zhoxxt'a^f ■ ' "^ 
things hard to be underftood, is to be found, f /'S^.j^a.^ 
Are there not various and different Intcrpre- 
.tations among the Fathers and firft Writers? ^^^ 
Did they interpret every Text the fame way?^*^ 
or were their Interpretations always the moft^;;<}^ 
reafonable and judicious, or not fomecimes ^ 
very weak and abfiird ? Don't they often dif- ^^^ 
fer not only from one another , but fometlmes 
from themjelves , at different Times» and in 
different Parts of their Writings? And how V^-^ 
can we depend upon the general Senfe of the 
firft Writers 9 when that has been fo various 
and diverfe, and there Is no fuch thing as a 
General and Uninterrupted Senfe to be found- a- , , // 
mong them? Let any Man who is curious, ^^'^*'''^'* *' 
only confult Dr. IVhhbys Dfjfertatib de S. Scrips — 
turarum tnterpretatmel I am forry this learned 
Perfon ihould advance fuch a Notion at this 
time of Day, when the wifcft Men every ^. ^ / ^^/ 
where arc beginning to quit the Search of fa- - . '^^ ■'" "^ 
crcd Truth from the Writings of the Fathers, -, ^ /, 
and feeking it in the Scriptures themfelves. 

I add , Where they are agreed together in 
the Senfe of Scripture, 'tis not their Authority 
but their Reafon which ought to govern. The 
proper Evidence of divine Faith can only be 
the Ground of a divine Faith, and not the 
Determinations of Men ; for then our Fahb 
vxmld ftand fn the Wffdotnof Men^ and not in the 
Power of God. If they reprcfcnt divine Faith 
in its proper Light, and fupport their Senfe of 
Scripture by convincing Reafon , no doubt 
they ought to be regarded i but then *tis their 

Reafon is fubmitted to, and not their Autho- 
rity, 
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rity. Unkft V9c may by , That an mmAi* 
nablc Interpretation of Scripture muA be ad^ 
micted merely upoft the Crcdk of their Au« 
ehoriey. And the' a itm Prejirififion for Truii^ 
fupparted by the wrktw lifitm^vf of the Chunk, 
fm/i be n better Greund pt felvaxe Cbfiffiians to 
Tift up'oHj than anj ntaderm Cot^fiSaxes* ; y.tt the 
longeft Ptefeription for M>POfi , aad the oldeft 
lr^L^€ li '> Mifiake in the World, is not rather to be c»- 
J brac'd y than modem Entubme and Proof. 



*'ri''l-v 



The Fathers and CmncHs were a( much obli- 
ged to govern their ow» Senriments bje the 
ReafoH o( thia^, and the Proofs of the Scrip- 
ture Dodrioei as other Men ; and to change 
and alter their Mind, upon farther Light a»d 
€onridioti. And 'tis plain in Fa& they 
ibmetimcs did fo : I ask, which Senfcj m this 
Cafe, muft be depended upon ; for there is 
. the Weight of their Authority to fuppocc 

yTJ^T^t!:'nhcm both? Nor do we ever find them claim- 
A^^'z.y^A^t^y.<^ fticb an Authority, but conftantly a^oalr 

Sag to the Scripture Authority. 

We have indeed the 'fe^imonf' of the Chrifli- 
an Church to the Truth of the Holy Scripture, 
and 'tis a coiifiderab)e*Circumftance of Credi- 
bility ; tho' Z carniot allow the Auehorhf of the 
Serif tures to defend isfon the Ummerruftei Sntfe 
•/ the ChrifHoM Chureh f : For fure the Scrip 
tures are of divine Authority, independently 
upon the Church's Senfe of it; and tho' the 
Church had never bore fuch a Teftimony , or 
all the ancient Monuments of the Chiditian 
Church were loft. That (lands upon i^ own 



• Lvpcea'/ Strm. f. yj. t Ihid. 

Evidence ; 
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«.«<;&»!■* iflteHplAe'IterMe* Wffletf sS 

«».if orfw^ ^ ,h:t4 iftofc GsatLmimii 

they ptftBltf, wrtswinfa^fcoj ftSteVJcP-iga' 
Jl»fri.«:„t< cpii«i)m«)<ri<|{it»«ici to Urffia' 

toow,.-((«il(«rtr»l*.&i«M»ilV ««|l GnfehS' 
Jhich prevail-d In thofc Days; wi'thbnt being 
jfki^j!" of tru-Skrre of it, 6i i!ifi66*<rS» 
withoM.any Pfetciice to Infplratibn or Infalll- 
bUity,-, <**VSWMMS upon them, which 
mnft be depended updii by all who come af- 
ter nfMd.^^ 

Not Would the Danger of running into Er-' 
"" '■"^"'fi'- or believing things falfi and 
wttraaTctorf, be greater in the way of private 
Judgment, for every Man's attending to the 
Reafon of Things, in the Ufe of the bett En- 
Wavours and Htl|i« .■ than in depending upon 
Fathers and Councils; For feme of the grea- V- 
tea Errots and HcrSfies among Chriffiani*''- ■ 
laic been tteltet'd uMet the Authority of- - 
the aft Writers i^ and have each their proper*': •« , 

. /Try 'y i'y(,U,.J, i{t,t„, 

• Luf tojl*f Sirmn, f. fj, 

C Vottcher:? 
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Vouchers to Tupport and countenance, then. 
SVhat a Heap of Qupcations has Mr^ DaJmeU 
thrown together to cAablifli his monftrgus 
Notion of the Natural Mwaitty of the Soul ; 
and Dr. Hickej, to prove the /tW SjKriflceia. 
the Lord's Supper ? I ooly adi farther. Wbe^ 
ther the Fathers and Coondls are not geaenil- 
\y deferted, by the grcateA Advocates tix their 
Authority, in feveral Things, in which they 
are prettjr generally agreed among thcmfejfes; 
AS in theirOpinlon of the Wikninmy&c I. ioA 
if their Authority does properly obligek^^ughs- 
it not equally to oblige m c»«y Pofnt?' 

I made thefe Rxmariu for niy ovrn: ITTei- 
when I Hrft read the Stormons ; > U ymt tibjak- 
they may be of Ufe to any body elfe,-: t itexn 
]y reflgn them to your Flexure; and 4m> . r; 
■.■■,.■'■ 
Afr.iyiTiZ. ,, .SIR, 

tout .cunfioMt Readert. ■, . 

and hwntU Simm^ r. 
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TO THE 



A tJ T H OR 



OF THE 



Vulgar Pretoffejfions inFa- 
vmr of the Bijbop of 
Bangor, &c. 



SIR, 



THE Occafional Paper, (V. a. No. 7. 
p. 3.) in aofwcr to the Objefiions 
againft Impartial Liberty, has this Paf- 
fagC) concerning the different Management of 
Gontroverfy, between the Bifliop of Battgar 
and his Opponents : '^ It's a good Omen to the 
*^ Caufe ot Liberty! to fee what Defenders it 
*^ has on the Qne ilde>r and what fort of Op- 
^' pofers on the other- May every Caufe I 
*' value be ever fp defended and (o oppofed. 
^ One would thin]( the famous Difpute, be* 

C a ** tween 



*f tvrecfx Michael and the Pevil* was foi^hc 
" over again in the Pcrfons of Men : There 

*f .QiLe ^4e* 4Ad i# maci) pf tlie i[ji;g«/ Temper 
*' on the other* You arc very much con- 
cern'd at this, and remark upon it thus> No 
lefs than the Angel Teu^r on tht one fide* imd 
that of Michael'j Advtrjary oh the other, is tie 
State of the Mattf^ t^aj has keex fet forth t» the 
Publick. This you caH a fitting and Jbockit^ 
Reprefentation. Now this to me, Sirj looks _ 
lite'ia PrrfpS^OBln^our'l^f, as ^ej^t as aMr 
of thofc yiTO reiicttupon in your Book ; «i3 
the violent ftrain^g <^ '^^o^ght throughouj: 
your Performancej made me thipk you wrote 
the whole of it under a Prcppfleffion ttiat 

?iMf u«„® I't mm 

It is not Prep^e§m^ futt^, Jp jcompare a 
Bilhop to an Anger, atWir (o^ many. Writeh for 
Epifcopacy have contended, that Bifhops are 
to be imderftood by the AugeU of the Chunhes 

in clip ApBcaiyjife. He is tlicrefore sq 4^^ by 
dfice at k^ft ; and as to his ^htfir, ^aktiei 



very tpuch like it in yoiir Telf, to be uneafy 
bccaiife It is' to no purpofe to go 'about to 
make out \\)c contrary. It's 'in"'JnSjtilce o^ 
rrcRoiiIifioi| in yoii, Sir, to fbrbid me having 
dv^ BffBpp ot Eangpr in ray Thoughts, ' ^^'*a 
t read that P-^ffagc 'F^ev. il' To-theO^el of W 
Chunh ef Espe0—^ — I knqv^ thj mrks, auS 
tWLabi^r^ ^an¥rhyfatf^me\ aiitf lew' thmcan^ 



•aiicb fmtimm* AftAUfi, f pCflicMh'ltg «• a^T 
Ap«Il61tciri Powe^ And^ ^oiMrfliiie uiDrc cb^ 

^i'tifmLfMriy aiul'iift bom, ' m4 hA Far 
tunes, <W/^^ M^iMi«M^/«jbf id/} /dfM^i, onf 
^} i^/^/mtf. 'Ttlfl Is »t)e Angtl Tenpcr : 
the ChataAsr 4gr««s hkbetw fi^BHcedy wfN. 
And cfa«^ myC^ril M^df aw MflMy tpjpjy 
thi* AAldwiiw ^irfe? in a 4)>P*i><r difircik 
iroa w6at lliH about to Ay: ycc, cftcy fug- 

lOtitM^r, «hac he is lAullly daJng «4iat chc 
4)^j M C^ilv^ was ebtfi^iadnJ ; W^. ^ ia 
nttffi^f h^frji £«y> *ii(i wpBid fcigD cany 
the WSid al^g with Nim, bade agfin^io chair 
Bitiiif to yefifitbi l£!^ of Ah Omrth froK 
wb«M they hare gtfae a vbo^P^ nhct thf 
Fancies^' l)Q^rin«s,' and OfMi«(i<^fjn{ vf Affa. 
{Itt iememitrs ^im wh*m* he pM fjilltH, am 
r^w/, W iifT '^ j4^ i9*rh ; ^jpgs b^ti ehf 
Bible Religion, and the R^trmMttk Oe^rint : 

Dear Sir, how can you call PrepoOeffion, /■ 
^tewwr of tht Bijh«f «/Ban^r, intl^ari Tqu 
know the vulgar Clei^y, and the vulgar Peo- 
ple, arc pref^tjftd agaivR him. Were you ne- 
ver at any of the EveBJug tenures, or Charity 
Sermons about this Cicy, where the Burthen of 
the Song is, dov^n tuitb tht Bifiop tf Bangoc? 
The People go jway with difmal Apprehend- 
pns of hini] in^ead <fi Prtf^^ent in hi$ Fa- 
vour. Have we not b^eti authentickly in- 
lotmcdy tbat Curfed. h th^ who do the H^ork 
cf the Lffri nigligentlf , was made the War- 
rant^ for raiting, and yviliog the bell of 
■' , • ^en*f 



Hi Lbttbrs.' 

Mea^f Hsve fou never beard him damned' 
lix>m the AU'Beucby and aaathemxtd from the 
Pulpit, . with one and the Jam Spirit ? The 
Mob are turned anothcc way, and every whm> 
tpirited againft him. He is the Hatred of lUi 
the ambitious, the proud, the tyranDiqil^Air- 
fedcTS of Chtrch Pmuer and Ef^lifi Poftrj, a* 
mong the great Vulgar, and tbe lottlc 

I can farnifli you with fucb a Colleftion of 
railing AccuTacions, as will juAify tbe AUu0- 
on nude to the famous Conteft between Mi- 
chael and tbe Devil; and abundantly flio!w, that 
there's nothing in that Comparifon fo fiamit^t 
orfiockiMg, as it is* to fee you labowme, by 
all the $Q:3ins of Thoi^;hr> and Arcifi» of 
Laogui^, to fcrew the Mind of the Reader 
into fome Icuginatioo, that thofe juft Refenc* 
ments which Honour, Cbari^, and conmon- 
$cn(e, would iufpire* to fee a brave M^ aba-< 
fed by the bafeft Arts, iind ^he fouleft Lanr 
guage , are all but Frepoflefltons in Favour of 
the Biihop of Bangor- 



* Tb* Htvertnd Mr.}.imVt Aeaunt tf tbe Cbar't^-,' 
Schotl Sfrmta *l Cttc Chuicb, 
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The\ Author of this Paper hairlpg fcnt a Let: 
ter to Mr. de la PiUonniere y to requeft his 
Leave, for the publifliing of a Letter writ to 
him, by Mr. Mather ib Nrm EnglanJ; Mn 
de la PiUonniere was pleased to fend the 
fdllowing Anfwcn 



I - IV. 

!_ 

To the Author df the Occafional Paper^ 

SIR, 

AS I know that Mr. Cotton Mathers Let- 
ter hath alrbady done fome Goodj by 
being handed about in Writing ; and 
as I am very defirous that the good Spirit 
whicfa^ is in it (bould fpread yet farther, I 
cannnot but be very willing to fee it printed. 
I am the more fo, becaufe I lhall reckon it a 
great Honour, to have my Name in fuch a 
valuable Book ass yours is ; and to appear 
there, as a Lover * of ^ that Catholick Temper, 
which you encourage '& much, by your free, 
ingenious, and Chriflian Writings. It will 
be alfo a Piece of Juflrice to my honoured 
Friendi to make him known for the Man he 



i4 kkliraxii 

ist here in EngtanJi and pcrhapi hiV E:eam- 
plelwill fway with maiiy; efpccially 6f his 
omi &clbKi^ J^^ iHfoin thtm with tlic 
faliit ihi((i CHrifliiB wa ftdtoltiSf SpWfc' I 
cOKfaie, ft«B*0«t«lttW, that jBiilirfi-at 
Copy of his. If you have it not, the Orjgf- 
i»l (hall bt at your Service. I am. 









Augufi [be ((*. 



De la Pillonnierei 
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To iiiy mucfo H<«ioiifcid 

Mr. Francis De k Tiliomief^< 
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Bofton, New England, 
Nov. 5. 1^17. 

YOUR yety <3€ti^rous and Vfaori^ 
oas jijifvier to <m Accufatlm of an un- 
leafbnable Adverfary, has reached un- 
to America, and been an acceptable Entertafn- 
tnesc unto the §ervai»ts of God Jiere, who 
have bceto favoured with fuch hght beati- 
jiienenff JUformed ChrfjHawtjr, as His Grace 
lias* looor JoKi enUg^tned you witbal. 

The Pkafune th«: Wc -have taken to bfnold 
your Arrival, a»d Aic«i6r«n« to tbofe Princi- 
ilcs, which alone *(fert tlie Juft Liberties of 
Uax&ind, and wWch arc ,ab(olHtel;r neceflary 
to the introducing :^ad ^ftabUfting of Gemtui 
CbfiAianitj in the World, has bad fonie AJloy 
in Uic Trauhk, jvb?r«with w« have been fen- 
fibiy touched, b« *e fcafe T*ea« of a fnappiOi 
Writer, iwhgw iiis Pctftettant Profeffioo is vc- 
ly little, indeed :tOv _ ♦».,.. 
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26 LEttERSf. 

But, the fame Grace, that has given you Co 
clear an Underftanding of a Religion, entire- 
ly calculated for the Benefit and Blei&dnefe 
of Mankind, will alfo fortify you againft the 
Scandals which may be offered you by Men 
of corrupt Minds^, who proftitute that Holy 
Religion unto indired Intentions , ^yhich the 
Glorious Author of it never propofed. And 
you will not think the worfe of it, becaufe 
Men of carnal Minds would make it the En- 
gine of their Carnality. 

The Truth is, the Reformation that came 
on, when the Rfintijb Amichrift had pafs'd thro* 
his Time, and his *Tv30 Times, and was enter- 
ing into his Half-'time, was little better than 
an Half'Rejormation. 

The Reforming Churches, flying from Rome, 
carried, fome of them more, fome of them 
lefs, all of them fomething, of Rome, with 
them; efpecially in that Spirit of Impofimng 
and Perfecution , which has too much cleaved 
unto them All. 

The Period haftens for a New Reformation i 
wherein 'tis likely that our holy Lord will, in 
fome Degree, rejeft All the Parties of Chriftians 
at this Day in the World ; and form a New 
People of the good Meti in the feveral Parties^ 
who ftall unite in the Articles of their Good- 
nefs , and fweetly bear with one another in 
their lefler Dlflferences ; leaving each other ta 
the Divine Illuminations. 

Piety will anon be the only 5^/ of Union^ 
in the Churches of the revived, refined, re- 
formed Reformation ; and pious Men, in fis- 
veral Forms, will come to love, and live, as 
Brethren -, and the purged Floor of our Savi- 
our 



Letters. 27 

pdf will be vifited with Tokens of his Pre- 
&oce9 that ihall be very comfortable. 

It is thus very much in my Country; and 
therefore. Sir, i( Old Engltrnd prove too torrid 
a Cliniate for you , come over to Nev) Eng- 
landy where I will do my befl, that you 
ihaJl be treated with more Chriftian Ci« 
vilitxes. 

Bfit I hope that our Lord will find grea- 
ter Employments for you in Eurcfcj than can 
be expeded on the Weftem Side of the Atlan- 
tick^ He has qualifyed you for them, and, I 
hope^ what you have feen among fome ve« 
rv Defeffive Pratejiants will animate you to 
them. 

Being my fclf a Cahlmfly I mud needs differ 
pretty much from a Gentleman who profeifes 
himfelf an Arminlan. But I confider what 
thokMaxms of Piety are, which engage the 
Arminian to maintain his difiinguiihing Pollu- 
tions* Thofe Maxims are, "that the Holy 
and Sin^bating Lord muft not be reproach'd 
as. the Impeller of the Sin, whereof be is the 
Revenger : That our Merciful Father muft not 
be blafphemedf as if He dealt after an illu* 
fory: manner with Men, when He invites 
them to His Mercy : That none,, among the 
Fallen Race of the Firft Adanh are to be (but 
out from the Hopes of Life, in the Death of 
the SecoitdAd^nt; 7^a^ impenitent Unbelievers 
muft not QsA on God die Blame of their Un- 
belief ; >ut the Wicked muft lay wholly on 
themfelvjrs the Fault of their own Deftrudi- 
Qn: Andy That Men muft work out their own 
Salvation with as much Induftry, and Agony, 
and Vigilancy > as if all turned upon their 

D a own 
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pwn Will and Care, whecho? they fliall b# 
jfavcd, or no. ]Wow, theft arc ;Afoxl«M, whic& 
every pious Calvinlfi wiii aHb mpft heartily 
confcdt imto. And^ if I Ibouldi repeat dip 
Maxims ef Piet^j whIiDh mak^ me fall la 
with the Pofition of a CaMnt/lr^ asi requMte 
unto th$ fcipportiogf of thf mr I mi coilfid)e]i>t 
the pious Mr. de la Pillonniere wpuld mpft iieai> 
tiljr fub&ribe trnto fibem. And we llialt both 
p( us have the Modefty 00 eOttlefs, cfeat^ we 
have alfo td* do v/oti Mattel whickpare^eo M 
kicomprebenlfibk. No^, if g^d Men are fo 
united in thcMa^im^ wbkh are cb0END> fotf 
the kw'm^ whereof they dl^rfare that theg^ 
purfue their Controvcrfics ; why fhould odC 
this Uniting Pie0y put in EAd ontO' f heif Gon- 
?roverfies^ anti beat ^r Swifds {mPt^ngb^^ 
^ans, audthetr Sptafs Im fruning-Hkh i^ 

'Tis ander the Poiver of foch Apprehen^ 
fions, that I ta]i:e the Freedom of tendering 
to yoii two or three Amirna^ Cotapo6ira^$ 
(of the fome Hundreds^ «^ti tarioBs A^|(»* 
fiientsj and in various Lamgu^sgc^^) vsrhicfc f hi4 
^an Hand has ^ubUflied. ' / ^ 

My Aim is, takt ton fee bow thfi Pure, 
Pirifliany ProteftanCi Religion is preachfed^ 
and tindy in our Wefiern World. Bat jl will 
acknowl^dgtt' that I h^ve aUb- a farther Aim, 
which is to requeft ofw^ou, thae the titlte thing 
entituledr Lxf IS d MoKT£ Excisus, may by 
your Hand be thrown over imo fi/^ankt. Un* 
tp which Requeft I am emboldened , by a 
flrong F^fttafl^nii efatat it icoMains the Re}>fgt-« 
on, wliich you Will count it your Glory 'ta be 
gn Inftrummit: of pr^^agiitliig w th(^ World: 

My 
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My Lener> and my DcHgn, is now finiihed i 
And I tiare no more to dot bnc rubi<:ribe> 
wjth very gceac Re^cfi^ 

SIR. 

Jiaf hearty BtmhAt i^ad 

mo(i humbU Servant, 

Cotton Kfathff. 
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ANY kind of Letters^ Eflays, Extrads .owC 
-of valuable Authors, or IntelJigence of a- 
ny Afiiirs which may fcrve the firft dec]arc4 
Inteotioa of this Paper^ will be tbaokfully jr&- 
ceivedi if ditjeftcd to the jl^thor ^f the Occapo^ 
nal Pafuar^ to be left at North's CofFee-:Homc, 
Kings-fir^et^^x^t Guild-haU, tQnion^ Poll paid4 
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d F THE 

Abuse of EibertyJ 



HE jiuihor <^ tUs Pafa- has, at 

fevcral Times, pleaded ipr the Juft 

Libett^: o£ Meiii and ChrJftians. 

And whilft He has honeftly and 

fihcerely, ufed hi& owri £nd«avoiirs> 

to promoteTb good fi Caufe j He is pl^s'd to. 

find, his Correspondents concur with Him ,- and 

come in cd yield him fucb Afliilance, in fo 

laudable an Undertaking, aS' appears by theur 

Tcveral Letter's, which He has lately ^mmuni-' 

cated to the Pabliclt, As He is Confcious of 

I bis man Integrity^ He values not the CenfuresoC 

a narrow Soul, or a pecvifli Temper. They, 

: may diilurb TJicnfelves, bureau make no Imr 

prcflions on Him. 

I Yet, Ha thinks it a Rcfpeft due to his Rea.-. 

iersy to let them kn^w, (that He may not be 

j miftaken by Theni to their own Prejudice ;) 

I " That the ^.^hirty He would aflert, and is Deft- 

j rous to promote, is only fuch as is Reafon- 

able, antl Jui>, and ChrilUan ; And will well 

confift with whatever the Rcafon of Things, 

A » tbe . 
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ihc' kights of Marikind, the Wdlfare and l^eaeie^ 
of Society, or the Obligatlof?ifof Chriftianity, 
rectuire. He would never encourage any 
Tning, whatfoever, that paflcs thefe Bounds. 
An|i He hopes no Principles He has advanc'd^ 
or lniaintain\ij do fo. The Liberty he has 
pleaded for, is fuch a Fair Impartial Liberty, 
that it #ould no more breaJk in upon the 
Ri^htsr of other* Men, thaff if would willingly 
fufter in its Own : No more hurt or deftroy 
good Government,- tharr^it would be injur'^ 
cypprels'd, or '^rijn'd by Tyranny. The Li^ 
berty he has pleaded for in Religion, is fuch 
only, ^ ii attewed by God, and Nature ; and 
confifts well vfith the Obligations of Religion 
in general,' and of Chriftiatiity in wrticulaf. 
It is not a Licence to trample on ajl Religion; 
to fport vAth Chriftian Re^elmion^ iqj: iny o£th^ 
Sacred Doftrines taught by it. ' It is !a Liberty 
indeed, to examine with Care, the (Opinions in 
Religion which a Main einbrace^r To beiieve 
Nothings but upcm Evidettc't ,• and to profefs 
Nothing, but what a Miwi believes. Yet, it 
is not a Liberty to indulge "a wanton Curio*^ 
fity ; to affea fingular Notions 5 to decry re- 
(jeivM Opinions, meerly out of Pride, or Hu- 
mour, or any other fuch unreaibnable Paffions 
Or Motives. • 

' ^Tis true, an Inhumane, Unchriftian, Ty- 
rannical Spirit, deferves the fevcreft Cenfurc : 
That woufd force allien, to underftand Scrip- 
ture, in the fame-Senfe; or profefs an Agree- 
ment, where there is none ,• or elfe will excom- 
municate, curfe, and damn Men ; and, where 
it has Power, perfccute and deftroy them. 
This has too much of the Pride and Cruelty 

of 
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of the Qi^^^'flBly of Minkind, ta be an^ 
ways Coanted||M by the Meek Jefw^ the. 
Prince of Peace/^Rc who receives the Biile^ a$, 
a Divine Revelation-; and ufes his beft Endea** . 
vour$» to underAahd its True Meaning ; can*" . 
not be either an Heretick, or a Scbifmmkk^ IC 
He endeavours iincerely to make it the Rule 
of his Belief^ and Pra&ice.; Fpr no Man has; 
a Right to tell Another^ that He does not uo* 
deribmd the Scriptures unleis. he puts his 
Meaning upon.^Them. The mpft Importanc 
Truths of Chriftianity have Difficulties m 
Them, which auy leave Room for Divcrfity, 
of Opinion, where Men are not of AfTuming 
Humours, or Furious Tempers, To raife, oa 
all Occaiions, the Cry of JSeYefy ; to call put; 
for the Help of Hcckfiafiical Thunders, or the 
Secular Arm ; is not likely, either to confute: 
Hercfies, or keep the Peace, of the Church.; 
A Liberty^ in a Peaceable and mpdeil Manner; 
to follow a Mans tuvm Conyiftions,. tho* Hc; 
(hould xliflent from Eftahlijbed paitb and Forms; 
together with an Endeavour to recover Hin^r 
from his Errors, by found Arguments and kind 
Ufage ; is the only Chriilian Method, and the^ 
moft likely to fuccecd. */ r 

But where this Liberty is aUowjcd, it is* 
reafonable. there (hould be a Carev||Ot to abufe, 
it. A Liberty of Diflent, does certainly in- 
clude in it, a Liberty to ihew a Reaibn (or it. 
A Man may, then, fet his own Opinions in the- 
beft Light, and ibpport Them with the ftrong- 
eft A^uments, He can. He may, as plainly* 
as He can, lay open the Weaknefs or Abfurdi-, 
ty of the Oppofite Arguments and Opinions^ 
So far is reafonable. But it is unreafonaUe to. 

ufe 



ulc hard Wordsy or reproachful Terms; ttf' 
manage the 0{flfereik:e;with an Air of Infolence^ 
or Scorn : This looki too *4ike a Fondnefs.for'- 
that Authority i which' the Liberty Hddainis^^ 
difiwns. They, who infdehtly trample upotl' 
Authority, when it^is^^mw^ Them ; are likely ' 
to ftretch it beyond Bounds, or exercife it with 
Rigour, iP ever They get k into their tnm* 
Handu 

There is, moreover, a Dtowy to be ufed iri 
•Things facred; Where there are Manifeft 
and - Importattt Difficulties oti either Side of 
±K QuefHon, there is no Room for indecent 
Levity and Mirth.' To tulti a ftrious Matter" 
into a Jefr, niay provoke, but can never con-* 
vince; Modefty fs the only Decorum in fuch 
Hatters: For Banter and RidituJe have, at 
leaft the Appearance, of the higheft^ Arrogance ; 
and are no more within the Prbteftiori of Liber-* 
ty , than Kudeneft and ill Manncrsi are within 
the-Civil Fteedoms of Converfatiori. 

The Liberty of thinking, ^t 2l Man's Self^ 
viras never intended to patrfettfie, a Liberty of* 
z&ivtgvjithour'f haughty or'thanging Sentiments 
in- hafl:5 efpcciatty in Artitles of* Importance, 
where the greateft Confidcr^tion is' rec^uhr'd. 
This is- to retain the Glorious iVW^ of Liber- 
ty : Bat tchide under it, an Intemperate Licenr^ 
tieufnefs of Thought, = and Adions : Or, to' 
fpeak morepttoperly, to bring Thcmfiflvds into' 
the vileft'Stervitude J rfie Servitude- of fomc 
Weak Paffioni or Wicked Lufi: Thus fome of 
tht' Phiiafiphiik Lihrtmet, by aflfuming the Name' 
of Free^Thinkers, have prOphaned it. They 
have, it may be^ oWerv'd fome Ambitious 
Men, (whofe ficred Office -fcould have taught 

Them 



Them better -Thii^s,) p^c Tjjkob of the 
people, to fern their pwn Worldly DeQgns*: 
And therefore. They take the t-il>ei:ty to adr 
jratice the mpft (hocking Paradojces ; to laugh 
at Revelation^ and vacate all the Bonds and 
Ties e vra of Natural Rsligim ; and turn the 
whole Flace of Men, into Bru^te^, (tho* they 
put in themfelves for Company)' by taking 
away all Liberty of Choice, an^ A<ftion. And 
what is all this Mpdeft, Mannerly, Treatmeac 
of Mankind, for ? To pafs Themreive$ upo(i 
the World, for Perfpns of E^traordinafry Ah^ 
litie$, and Uncooo^n^O Attainments. Thu^ 
Many who could make no ^oniiderable Figuir 
in the plain Way of Comm<m Opinions, an^ 
would be loft there in, a Crp Wj;l> ftep out of it 
meerly to Ihew Xfremfdves, and be obferv'd. 
Hence, if any Thing icpmes recommended tp 
Thena, by its Novelty or Strangeqcfs, They re* 
f civc it Wjthoi^t farther Confideratipn : Not re- 
garding how far it fubverts the Peace of Soci*- 
eties, and the Foundations of all Hpnefty and 
Goodncfs among Men. Vet will They mifcaU 
this, a Freedom from Prejudices, and uiing the 
Liberty of their Own Judgments; tho the 
Opinions They entertain , have all the 
Marks of Raflinefs, and Inadvertency. A late 
Ingenious Author, (himfelf a noted Free^ 
ThinkerJ has however given Us this true Ac-^ 
^ount of many of Them. * " If They want a 
*^ true Ifraelitijh Faith, They cap make amends 
?' by a Chimfe or Indian Qne. If they are 
V ihprt in Syri(^ or Pahfim^ They have their 
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^ full Meafure in Anmicay or Japan. ~-Th6* 
^ Chirifiian Miracks may not fo well imsfy 
'** Them i They dwell, with the hig^eft Corv- 
^^ tcntmcnt, on the Prodigies of Mmijh or Pa- 
^^^ gan Countries. - 

With the fame Abufe pf Liberty, Old Errors 
'in Religion, which have long fince been for- 
gotten , are revived , or New Ones ftarced. 
^Thefe are fondly embraced, and zealoufly pro- 
-pagated, not becaufe ^ They any way improve 
'the Underftanding, but gratify a Vftin Curio^ 
fity. It looks as if fuch Men had a great Mind 
"to be Hereticksy Who receive and maintain 
^Opinions, for no other apparent Reafon, but, 
to confound Themfelves, and difturb Others. 
■ Leaft of all, does, a Claim of J uft and Rea- 
sonable Liberty, give any Prote^tiop to a Tut^ 
"bulent Seditious Behaviour. It is more con- 
fiftent with it Self, than to ftrve the Caufe — 
of Pajjive Obedience^ by libelling and defaming a 

Government ; or of Nonrejiflamey by Routs 

and Riots. It muft fure be an Umeafonable Li^ 
cencBy that difturbs every Man^s Liberty; by 
fowing FaSlionj fpreading Difcontenty and over- 
turning all the Security any Man has for the 
continuance of his Liberty ; Tliat is, deftroy- 
ing the Peace and Good Order of the Society 
in which he lives. How little foever thete' 
'Excefles, have to do with juft Liberty, We may 
yet obferve. Men are very apt to run into 
' Them. It is a Point of wifdom not eafily at- 
tained, to keep in the Mean, and avoid all Ex- 
tremes. Hiftory .gives Us plentiful Inftance^^ 
t)f fome, who, to avoid the Mifchiefs of Anar^ 
chy^ have contentedly put on the Chains of 
Slavery r And of Others, Who have been fp 
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affrighted with Tyranny, that They have outrun 
all the Bounds of Liberty, into Tumult and Con- 
fufion. When Men are both in a Fright and in 
a Paffion, 'tis no great Wonder they either mif- 
take their Way, ot are carried too far. Bc- 
fides, that it k natural for Men, when They 
are flying from Mifchiefs, the Smart of which 
They yet feel, to be furc they fly far enough. 
They are alfo too often apt to indulge an Indif- 
creet Revenge. In which, tho' They may in- 
tend only Harm, or Deftruftion, to the Lawleft 
Power that opprefsM them ; yet thcv may, in 
Effeft, revenge the Tyranny of Others, on 
Themfcl ves ; by falling into E*rils, near a$ 
great, as thofe TheV endeavouf to* avoid. And 
as loi^ as there is fo much Wcaknefs, and Paf- 
fion, in Humane Nature ; as long as Oppref* 
iion i$ like to make even a Wife Man mad ; 
this muft, I fear, be ftill reckoned among fbme 
of the Many Evils of Tyrannical and Oppfef- 
five Power. But it muft be own'd, there are 
many other hid Mmves to lead Men into thefe 
Licentious Excefles, to the great Difcrcdit of 
a Juft and Glorious Caufe. 

Pride is z Common and natural Vice, An4 
as Men arc apt to conceive an, high Opinion 
of One that thinlcs out of the Common Way ; 
it is a mighty Temptation, to find out fuch 
Opinions, in Order to obtain the fo much de- 
fired Charafter, oi z Part Ejprit 'i Ksxht French 
call a Free-Tiinker. This Itth after a diftin- 
guifh'd Fame, for Uncommori JLnowlcdgc and 
Penetration, betrays Many, not only into vcrjr 
Weak and' Silly Opinions, but alfo into very 
Mifchiev.ous Notion^?, if They have only the 
Recommendation of Nbv^ty, ^ *Thc Hiilofo-' 
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phical Geoius of AthetiSy onoq this Standard of 

Good Scnfe and Learning both for Greece and 

ilowe, degenerated, in Time, to this Pride 

^ and Vanity.* They fpent their Time, in Nq- 

4/^2^ //f thing elfe, biit fearching for fome New *Tbing. 

And as this ttumour prcVails in Other Na- 
tions, and among the ProfeflTors of a^ better 
Keligion, it muft carry them beyond a juft Li- 
berty of thinking, into the liceptious Extrava- 
gance, of advancing Paradoxes, the fo6ntr to 
arrive at the Reputation of \ir^I?-7>E^/«^rx/ 

There ar^, morepver, too Many by. their 
'Vices y Encfnies to trye /Liberty ; and Friends 
only to Liccntioufnefs. Even .^hat they; me^ 
fcy Liberty, is^ to abufe aind; ioju;fe Others; 
to commit all'the ExcraVagaat Anions with 
Impunity, ..that Luft,. or R^venge^ or a Rakifh 
'Humour, ;&41 prompt them, jtoV Ko wonder 
fuch Perfons ' apufe all Farts of ^-ibertj^> and 
exceed %all Reafonablc Bounds; When They 
are equally uqreftrain'd, by thp Authority, and. 
ieyjen the Fi^Uies; of taws ^he^felvcs^ A$ 
^ They have no Value for Libettyjon any XrW 
Account; and feera only Friends to it,'as the^ 
hope They may.maVe fo|u^ Aclyantage of it^ 
to proted thc;ri jn their Libcmoe Adions ; 
Sothc only TJjfiThey have for it, iiy to abufe 

^ ' Jr<^^J.Ap4 a$J6%'as; the World is ftbclst, with 
ibr^great a'^l^Junaber of thei^.P^ijrohs, it mufi 
^xjt?.e& Examples of fucKlike^l^^ . 

], *Top. neair.ajiin to tbi^fcj,' ^re .&me others i 
who, Vith atl theiVPretencesi'tQ Xibprty, have 
^Faffion r<?^ ^ow^r* a^.D^mi^^^ m^.thqtf 
?\yA, Hands. pChVy wpuld l*?;,^eje from all 
Aiithority of Qtfiys over Xheiii,' that ther^ 
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of Authority over their Neighbours, They 
vrould have all Things on a LcVel, that they 
may have thefaiirer ScuiRc for Tjfranny. Such 
Men, (fure with a very wicked Deffgn,) run 
Liberty into Confofion ; That, wheiiMenare 
fofficiqfitly tired ^ith the Evils' bf Ananhyy 
They may fall ih with^ thtir Mcafures Qi^Keme^ 
4y : Which arc fiire'to end, in a lavikfs Autlm 
rityy over All that are Siibftd to them. '] 

* To thefe Wc'inniay addj'tjBc-itrioft mifchie^ 
ifous of allfPtiBdns, irt intriguing' Ambitm. 
'A feftlefs S^rit, thjrtcan never rife in Peace- 
'fiiU and orderiyX^thes-; Or, 'has-fo ill de; 
ferv^^ of i <jovtrnhietit, as juftly to defpairojf 
Favour from, ii. ' Has irylaft Hopes, ou 
rfirowing all Things into Confofion ; and in ^ 
ciirfed Ability ' ^f aoiqg Mifchicf. Liberty js 
a darling NatrteV'jtrtd'fpedous'Pretence. They 
kncrtr "h6w!t6 firfc ^he Multitude by k^And^ 
ufc all Arts to run them into thpij: Extravrf^ 
^rJcics, that'^y'cahfeve their Ends; Even 
'C(H»ne himfelf, 'thiJ^Pcft of his-GduiitJi^, could 
animate his Atfociajt'es, in coafpiiring the Ruiii 
xsf the RfnntmU^tmmTP-^ealihy 'with the iucred 
l^aiftjr (£ Liberty I khx? therd* 4iard!y evcfr was, 
a yiter ox more iriifJioBS Abuife cif it. * *^ I am 

P 2 ' • *• daily 
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*'Caeterupa jnihi indies magis Animus "^afccenditur, 

•Cilioconfidero qu«Gdfitlitio VitaefatiTra fit, nKi nos met- 

spTos yindkanuii \m iil^tatenl. nan» poft<)U4m R^fp. 

in Paucorom Potentiara Jus atq; Ditionem concellit, 

Kemper illis Reges, Tetwchae Vectrgales e(re,.PopaU, 

Nauojije$ Stipe^aia pendfiie. Caeteri Omoos^ ^Stmwi, 

Boni, Mobiles atque Ignobiles, Vulgus fiifmus, fine Gr»- 

^, ^fM AuftorMjite; bis Q)xo$>x\\y qutbiQ». fi Refp. va« 
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*' idaily more fir'd, (/aid that defigning^ am^irr 
^' tiow Traitor) when I confidcr what oqr fvtr 
^* ture Condition of Life mult be j unlcfs We 
*^ vindicate our own Liberty. For fince the 
^^ whole Authority of the Common-wealth, is 
*^ fallen into the Hands of a few Powerful 
** Men ; They have Tribute from King3 and 
,^ Princes ; Pennons from whole Countrie^^ 
*^ and >Iations. But Every Body elfe, whe^ 
/' tber Brave, or Good, Noble or Ignoble, are 
;• tj:eat;ed as a rude Multjtuuir, isfithout F^ 
.*' vour, without Authority, and Slave? to 
.♦* then\, to whom They would^ b? a Terror^ , 
^^ if the Common-wealth was in a Good 
'* State, And afterwards^ Why jthen do You 
^' not rouze Your Selves ? You fee before You> 
^' that Liberty, ypu have fo often wiChed for/f 
A Method, this, too fuccefsfuUy followed, by 
many QthgryJ/c^ Pmens of i-ib?rty »^ C(^lim 
!was, . ^ 

Thef?, 'tis cei?tain arp yej: y bad^ Eflfcfts, of z 
yery Good Gaufe, For. th(p beft Things in^th^ 
yjox\di, are capable of b^ing abufed, bv. ba4 
M^n- B^t th^ Remedy, ipmc Quack PobtUJans 
would advife Us to, by taking away a^V Juft 
iand Rcafon^bl^ Liberty, is * great deal Worft 
(han the Pifeafe. 

Whenever Liberty is abufed, it is the Abufc 
of an gicccilcnt Thing. 'But Rcftraint of Juft 
Liberty^, js it S^lf, and in its own Mature, an 
Abufe of 4^ that is Sacre4 ^^d Reafonabl^ 
With Libtprty, People twj' b? in th^ Wrong : 

But 
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Of the Abuse of Libertt. xj 

B»t under Ri:ftraint, for the Moft Part, They 
mufi be fot A M^n at Liberty^ may be in the 
Right, if He will Himfclf : But that He often 
caxnot be, the' never fo fully conyincM of the 
Truth, where Submiffion to mccr Authority 
is enforced. Liberty always gives that Adr 
vantage to Truth, and Evidence, which it 
ought to have ; But Reftraint is equally benc'^ 
fici^ to Error ,* Nay more fo, as the Powers 
to reftrain arc more Numerous on the Side o^ 
Error, and Error lefs able to fubfift, wher? 
there is an Impartial Fre^4om of Enquiry. 
If Men judge for Themfclves, They can de-* 
ceive noqc but. Thpmfelves : ^Bpt when Mil-* 
lions of People muft be determined by One, 
pr a few, the Error may grow Epidemical,. Jn 
3ubmifIioa to ineer Authority^ ^^en muft be-* 
licye, (or pretend at leaft to believe,) what^ 
ever is delivered to Them, thp' never to Ridi- 
culous or Abfurd ; If any Thing can be called^' 
Ridiculous, and Abfurd, after fuch SubmiiSon, 
^or on this Foot, 'Tranfubflamiationy Worfliip* 
ping the Hoft^ Infall/bility, or any Thing^^lfe 
that ihall. appear for the Goo^ of the Chircb^ 
^y which the Jntcreft of the Qergy too often it 
meant,) muft be fubmittcd to. Private Judg- 
ynenr is not permitted to difcover the Abfurdi- 
ty : ^0, tho* it be fo p(am, as. to difcovier it 
^If. This can only be the Policy of a falf(j 
Church, None but a falf? Religion can need 
jt, pr (hould allow itt 

In 2L State of juft I^i berry. Some Perfon$ 
jnay, ppffibly, broach Errors : But then, 'tis 
free for Every One to confute thofe Errors^ 
^nd eftablifti the Truth. Beffdcs, if Liberty 
flWy givf pK^cafion to l^roach Sr^pr i Fprce ^fiah 
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J^x it, and nialces it Lafting : ^lits the Bihii 
fipon a Level with the Alcaran^ the Council of 
7r^»t above the Oil?^^ of Apoflhs \ and vindi- 
cates the NoH Obfiante of the Council of Con^ 
fiarrce, in' taking ^way the Cttp frota the £tf/i(;rt 
It will not allow Men to judge, whether ChrHl 
hid Them drink of it or no : Nay, which, is 
More, it win not allow them to judge, whe- 
ther They teay drink of^ it, tho' Chrift h« 
c6ittmanded it ; if,- with z Non Otfiante to the 
Commands of Chrift, the Council forbids it. 

• , Farther; upon- this Scheme, no Church can 
long continue the Church of Chriftl For is 
foon as ever the Government of it is got into 
the Hands of bad Men ; as, in the changeable 
Courfe of Things it may likely happen i the 
GhuFch muiV then be a Company- of Fools or 
Knaves, Tyrants on the One Hand, and Hy- 
DOC rites on the Other. .. 

i Suppofe then, Liberty does fometimes cn4 
in Lic«itioufeefs ,• Liberty does not force any 
pne, either into that, or Error. The Confe* 
^ente is not^Nattiral, but Accidental^ It 
affifts not fro%t-i^rty it Self^ but from Some- 
thing elfc* when Force and Abfolute Author^ 
rky nave a neceffiry Connedion with Injuftice 
and Hypocrify, They reward Hypocrify with 
Prefefmertt, which deferves much rather thi 
LaQi ,• and puniiQi Sincerity, with Mifery and 
iTorments, which is the Thing in Religion 
moft Valuable, and Amiable in the Sight, both 
^f God, -and Man. The Hypocrite can turn 
to any Thing : The Worft of Men may be- 
qotn^ moft forward, and Clamorous, for the 
JProfeffion that is in Fafhion. The Sincere Per- 
-fbn in the Mean Time, is under all'DIfadvan-i 

• ^'' tages. 
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tag^s, and of, ali Men moft Miserable . Bat hat 
tied given his Minifters Power to make Him 
fb ? And to mi^ke him (6, becaufe He loves an4 
fears his God ^w^^/y ? 

Without f . tibcrty to obey God rather 
than Man,, <yuT Refbrmation, from the Church p£ 
Ropttp cannot be juftiHed. Chrift and his ^/q/^ 
tks would be^ Themfelves, Offenders ; aod 
Cbriftianityy it Self, ^ an Innovation. Libertyj 
\is faidj diAurbs the Peace of the Church ^ and 
leaves a Gap open for Herefy, and Schifm. As 
if there could be any Herefy worfe, than Perfe^, 
cut ion. Liberty, is fo far from being the Cz»/^ 
of Schiftns^ that it is the moil proper Cure for. 
Them ,• to i bp fure, for all thofe, that arifc' 
from the tFim of it. Blind Submiilion, 'tis, 
true, may yield a lazy Quiet to the Ecclefiqf", 
ticks. \C^hen they have hang'd or burnt onp 
Part, and have the .other undcj: their Girdlejf 
there may be !peace every wh^re, -r — but in 
the Con/dencej of Thepti that think. Jet if thi^ 
fliould be calkd the Peace of the Church, 'tiiy 
fitting to obfervq o^ it ; That it ibyids in Op:^ 
pofition to ffmfiy, Tfruthy Gof^dnefs^ and ^incfr-, 
rityi, * Now^ 'is. it,. not a goodly .Pejice, that: 
pifcourages all Search after Truths and all 
Endpavours ^fcejc. Improvement ; left a Mai^ 
fliould tpink jHiipfelf into Trouble i They have 
Mofes ana the Pro^lo^ts\, fay s C H R i s T, let Thenv 
hear Them : ^ Bu^,. on this Schemje, there would 
&e Jlo Need tfi hpx Them, or Any Body, be-i 
fides l^ibfe;-—^ wh'ofe Authority They mulit 
... . fubmitV 
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fobmit. Let the Gentlemen of this Opinion^ 
0nce fpeak fairly out, and their Meaning will* 
appear to be this ; The bcft \Vay to prcvcntf 
Herefy and Schifnt, is to prevent thinkifig. For 
what need has Any Man^ to think for himfel^ 
when others are appointed to think for tiim > ' 
' " The Natural Confequence of' this, nduft be, 
to hinder the Increafe of Knowycdgc; and the* 
Propagatipn of Truth. Dr. Geddes- has hifto- 
ricaliy demonflrated^ that all Sfain had been 
Proteftants in Chavles the Vths Tinie^ if ft had 
not been for the inquijitim ; as is aicknowfedged- 
by the Spaniardt Thcinfelve$, .Sb cf&dnajly,' 
do thefe Meafures prevent, the Poflrbilky (^ a? 
Reformation. Reftraint of Juft-L'iberty, is in- 
deed, the Gf eateft Sacrilege fn the World. It 
robs God of his Honour; and the Souls of 
Men of their Peace, in this World, and their: 
Reward, in the Next. A Sacrilege, in Gom-^ 
parifon of which, the Robbery of Churches/ 
is but as a Rent in a Man's Coat, x<r z 
Wound in his Flcfh. k not only puts Igno- 
rance and Knowledge on a Level ; but even 
requires, that a Man of Grace ^nd Good-, 
ncfs, of Learning and Knowledge, Ihould fub- 
mit to One that has neither : And contrary to. 
Grace, Goodnefs, and Confcicnce, he piuft 
yield to what a Company of Blockheads it 
may be, have determined 500 Years ago. What 
thus equals every Thing, and ii equally a; 
Reafon for every Thing, muft needs be ab-* 
ford. For Perfons to ercA, for "Thcmfehres/ 
by Themfelves , a Jutifdidion ; . and deta:-» 
mine for Thenafelves, by Themfelves, juft »$ 
they pleafer muft needs be UnreafoKaHe; And, 

when it is.in Qppoiition to Divine Aotfadt'ity^ 
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vrhat iMcifer was in Heaven ; who firft fet up 

£cr WiU 4n^ pleafurc, againfi the WiU of God 

When UKfh AMtborXty is once eiUblifhcd^ it 

Tuperfedes all otbf r Me^tns of Gi:ace ; It makes 

l^ayiog, an4 Rf ading, and all other Methods 

of Infiru&ion, . ahd Impr^vonent^ and indeed 

€vcry Thing, Needlcfe, bijt -— - Suhmiffion to 

fttch Authority* If God ^s a Right to # 

CcmfciTOtious Regards can he then give an 

Autbimty to ovenruie Confcience ? That is, a,n 

Authority agaipft himklii In a Word ; there 

can be BQ. fiberefy, or St^hifm, or any oth^f 

fuppoied Qvi) Confeqiience of Liberty, equal 

to tfae Widbdneis land Vilepeis^ of fuch Law^ 

k(s Forcei^ Fbr it is a Sip againft God, and 

Nature ^ ^g^inft Reafofi» and Revelations ; 

ugainft f^ Co«»iiio(i $j$nfjp of Mw^ a^ well as 

aga^ the Con£:ie9ce of Chriftians, and t^e 

WoriofGod« 

Uoweufcr, tW it may thus appear, there is no 
Compari^DK between the Mifd^efs of Reftraint 
aoci Coctcipfi^ OP oae Handi and the Evils im^ 
pDted to JL&erty^ and ibmetimes acciden;tal}y 
artfiog fisoaiit on the other; when Thf y are tru^ 
ly andjufily baUanc^: Yet it is ceruiut the 
Abub of Liberty is attended with many Evils 
and Mi&hie&ji which. Every Wife arKl Good 
Man ihouki Mcefc^lly endeavour to prevent* 
Soch Gace, is not to be expelled, from the 
Vicious Enemies of True Liberty ; or from 
Per&ss, who de%iedly abufe % to gratify 
their own intrigoii^ Ambitiofi^ ok IjxQl of 
Power. Such Paflions and Vices, are ufually 
tsoo HeacUariofUg, to bedir^^ed by any Cbun-^ 
fete of frtidcat^ oi^ ReaiSm* Y^c it tnay bQ 

Q hopcd> 
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hoped, iThcy, whq have a true Scnfc of 
ty, and a Lpve for fo glorious a Caufc^ maft 
be defirous to avoid the Manifeft Mfcbiefs their 
Abufe of it will be attended with ; Whether 
that Abufe proceeds ftom their Weak Com- 
pliance with the ill DeH^s of others, or from 
their own Humour and Vanity. 

For, in Tnith, an A|^ufe of Liberty is moft 
commonly a very great Diflervicc to the Per- 
Tons themfelves that a|>ufe it. An Auihor of 
valuable Abilities, in other Refpefts^ and 
whofe Performances w^ld be received by the 
World with Efteem, ^hid gain Him a Reputa- 
tion if he obfervVl tjie Rules of Decorum, rut^ 
a great Hazard of lofing aB Reputadon by 
indulging inJecem SeurrilMes, Hi? Mights like- 
ly, be capable of great Service to the World, 
if He would go no farther in his AiTertions, 
than what He had Good Reafons to fupporc: 
But He fhall abfolutely lofe all Regard ta Him- 
felf, and the Ufeful Truths He maintains, by 
blendii^ fome Extravagant Opinicm vrith 
Them, which he cannot maintain i or Aewing 
a Fondnefs for a ParaJox^ his Reader is not 
able to bear. Thefe may, likely, toTe Him all 
he aimed at, by his Novelties, andSin^la- 
rity. Inftead of finding the World, dtipos'd 
to gratify Him, with the Reputation of Un- 
common Judgment and Penetration ; He may 
be mortified with the Charader He is mbft of 
all afraid of, and would avoid, even of Sufer- 
ftitim and Fanaticijm. And This, not only bv 
an Unthinking, Ignorant Multitude ; but alio 
by the Wi(eft, and -moft Judicious^ Men dt 
their Time. Inftead of the Naune, and Ap* 
plaufe they expe&j They may, likely meet 

with, 
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wi^hy 2S jiift ami fmart a Repiioacb, as Cicero , 

g^ve to iome fuch Perfpns in his Time ; Who 

would find an Hyfif^bejis to explain how the 

Pytb^ Oracle> tb^' fuppoTed Divine, came to 

c^e. * *^ 1 cannot underftand thefe. Philofo- 

^\ ph^S) who are fo Supcrftitious^ and almoft 

*^ Fanatical 9 that they bad rather do any 

" Thin£ than not fliew their own Folly/* 

More e^eciaUy> if their Paradoxes tend to 

'(^bvert the Foundations of moral Good ,* and 

therewith y the Peace and Happiness of all 

l^^ankiod i The^ may juftly fear a Return of 

Severer Reflexions. It was well obferved ixi 

.4^wer to One of this kind of Authors : 

t ^ TodTgp^ an Aflurancc in Arguments of 

•^ this Nature (averting Notions, that if They 

^ (hquld prove True, would manifefUy fubvert 

** the Very Eflenccs of Good and Evil) rejoycing 

** in the Strength of Thems and taking Plea- 

^' fare in th^ Carrying of fuch a Caufe, is what. 

^' a Good Mind can never be capable of." So 

t\at when They are hunting after an Uncomr 

men Fame^ They may thus chance to lofe not 

only the Reputation of their Underftanding^ 

|>ut of their Prudence and Honefly too. 

J^s tot Licentioufnefs of Pratlke, it may be 
fufficient fo take Notice; That it generally 
defeats its Own End. . A Man has Icfs Plea- 
fure, and Relifli, in the Enjoyments of Life 
He £) much values, by an Intemperate Ufe of 

C 2 Them, 
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;- * Nefcia ^aomodo ifti Philofophi, Superftitiofl, & 
pxne Fanatici, quidvis noftlle videntur quam fe non Inep- 

* tos. 2>e Dfo'^r^L. 2. f. 57> 

t Artpmtf to 4 Phihfofhbal En^mry concetmng HunfW 
Vbfriy. 
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Iliem, and the Extravagant JLibcny He ailowf 
Himfclf; than atiothcr who keeps hnnfi*f widiin 
thp Bounds of Reafon and Natute. - 

When a Mao cannot be content qnfetly to 
enjoy his Own Liberty of Opinion, and to gq 
on in his Own Way, with a Modcft Beha- 
viour ; but win infuit his Supcri6urs, be RudQ 
t:o thofe of other Sentiments, and pei^pctaally 
put bis Nofirums upon every Body in Convtfr-^ 
latipn i 'tis odds,, but he foon comes tmder, 4 
JEteftr^int be littlfe thinks of Even to ht deoy-» 
cd thofe Meafures of tibetty, wKicK He had 
ydbtc. For fuch ill Returns to Refafenabte 
tibcrty, muft be very provoking, Ttiicfaered 
Hiflory acquaints Us, what v^as thfe Efltft of 
dixxfirft Pawns tratilgrcflBing the feif Bounds of 
liberty God gave theni ; whfcn Tbcy cofete^ 
to taft of the Fruit, of that only Tree, that 
was fcrbiddert, Some like Conf^jqacntts muft hi 
cxpefied, even under the mildeft ©6verhm6n|; 
Among Men. If People cannof be cbfttient,?o^co^ 
^o'y peateably, the Privileges 6f their Countiryi 
ahd the Poffeffion of what i^ their Om\i but 
will be dablin^ m politicks, didatiftg to thcit 
Superiours, and libdling^a Governineiit; how 
long foever the Patience of a Gcnrcrhmcnt ttiay 
kft, fuch Tprbuicpt People muj[^ one Tim^ 
or other, exocft to feel its Refentment of fuch 
"Ufage : And have only Themfelv<js to thank, 
if Thjey aire, ^t lipngth, ^rainp*d in tiiofe !> 
'perries, Thpy would pthgwi£p hav? jt Right 

There is another Confequenpe, pf this Abufc^ 

f xtremely fjej^nicipus :. The Scandal, and Dif- 

grace, it will unavoidably caft, on |uft Libcr- 

•fyt jtr 1$ wjjat giv?$ t^e mafa Supp0rt and 
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QMii^fBiuuice^ €0 tbe Enemies of it. Without 
fuch a Handle as this. They would have ho 
tokmble Pletefiee of Clamour. A Licentious 
Foeiiom, gives them jUl the Advanuge% They 
wifh for. Tbi$ fapports the popular Cry 
agaitlft Freedom.; And qot only the Commw^ 
fiffk^ are heitky led into Prejudices againft it; 
but G^o^wiiwM themftlvjest have been fome times 
&KOod to ufe^ more violent Kleafurc^ than 
They w^uld otherwife have doiie, to (upprefs 
it. £ven the very Friends of Liberty, have 
been often fbocked by it ; and have been in- 
duced to concur too far, with the Enemies of 
it ; and do too much, of their Work, for thenu 
As k is the Common Cafe of Extrmex^ when 
Men iinart with the Evils of 6ne^ They are 
wont inconiideracely to run into the O/Arr^y 
Indeed, there is hardly any other. Account to 
|>c given, how it- <oi|ies to pafs, that any ho^ 
aeft and Gsxk^qvs Minds ihould (land up 
againft the Civil Md Religious Rights of Man* 
litndi and give in to the Support of Tyranny 
ipither. in Churph or State, biit This : That 
They have been (hocked, with the many teal 
jExc^es They have feen (bme run into, and 
the Stories They have hearcl, poflibly more 
than are True, of Others. 

Thus Licentious People, do not only hurt 
Thcanfeives, but involve a Thoufand innocent 
»&d peaocable People in unjuft Reftraints, for 
the fake of their own ill Condu&. It was there* 
fore wiieiy argued by the aforementioned At^ 
ifrflr ; *^ All (iocere Lovet:s of Truth and Libcr^ 
ty^ of free and ioipartial Examination, are 
under the highei^ Obligations, in Reafoq 
^ ^ Q>nfci$n^t always tp mal(( ufe of that 

'* Free-» 



C€ 



cc 



iV OftbtArBVSi (ff- LlUlRTY. 

" Freedom, which we fo greatly eftcem^ aod 
^ fo juftly boift of, iti fach a Manner onty, as 
** may give no Occafion (ofuperfltitious Mra^ 
*• and Lovers of Darknefs, to endeavour to fc- 

tf ench that Liberty of eh<)uiffing after Trutii^ 

upon VHFiich all valuable Kn'owledg<^ and all 
^ true Religion eflentially depoidsT' It may . 
hardly defer ve a further Remark, that fuch 
ficentious Abu& of Liberty, does often mate 
Way for a general Corruption of Manners, 
and Diflblution of all Order, Ruin of Peace, 
and therewith of Liberty it felf Thcfe are 
Evils fo fenfibly evident, they will be fadly 
felt, whenever they are introduced by it. And 
it will be biit a ipiferableConfolatloo for Any, 
when they come to feel them, that they did 
not forefe^ ftich bad Confequences, when they 
were fo eafy to be forefeen ,* or that they did 
not intend them, when they tamely fu&red 
themfelves to be made the Tools of Other Mens 
Pride, ^mbitfon, or Revenge. " 

One rtiight be apt to .wonder, how;t c^mes 
to pafs, M^ are foincliiiabk to run into thefc 
licentious Excefles, from whence they may rca- 
fonably expeft fuch pernicious Coniequencts. 
It may ferve further to encreafe our Wonder, if 
we alfo confider, how plain and equitable the 
Means are, that would e6fe6kually prevent ft. 

As to Civil Ubenjy \% there a plainer or mote 
equitable Rule, than, for Every Man to ke^ 
within the Bounds of Natural Right, and the 
Laws of the Land ? That no Mart fldould in^ 
vade another's Property, or do him any real 
Injury > And, that in all JGafes^ not exprefly 
derermin'd by the Laws, atl Men ihould foUow 
the Golden Rule, and Do^ to evirj one, as. tbiy 
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^mMiid haue euery nm Do to them. That they put 
tbemfelves in the . Circaiiiftaaces of others ; 
make others Cafe their own, by an Impartial 
Ju<^[ment of the whole Matter, and wim du9 
Allowance £»r the di&rent Qrcumflances of 
Things. . Thi$ is the Great Law 6( Natttr/il 
Equity : It is taken into the Cdr^/^mlnftitutes : 
And it was a&fted by the Emperor ih«rM, as 
his JUmo. : This alone, would be fufficient to 
preferve a driSt Regard to other Mens R%hts, 
with a juft Seofe of Tendemefs and G>mpaSio9 
too. But in Things determined by the Laws, 
is it not a Rule equally plain and equitable, 
TlhatAUy asMemkrsoftheCommuMity^ arecUiged 
to otferve themfaithfuify f If every Man ftudied, 
to conform himfelf to the known Laws of the 
Land ; and keep within the Bounds, prefcribed 
by the Civil Society, which are always fup- 
pofed deiign'd for the Publick Good ; their 
• Governing Views would meet, pretty much ui 
a Point, and be in no danger of clafliing with 
-each other, or injuring the Publick. 'Tis when 
Menfetup, their particular Appreheniions, in 
Oppofition to the Laws of the Society ; and 
oppoie their Private Interefts, to the Publick 
Good ; That they raife Difcontent, and Dif^ 
cord, and difturb the Common Peace and 
Wel&re. Whereas in all Cafes of real Grie- 
vance and cenain Miilake, (and no Humane 
Wifdom is infallible, or therefore capable of 
providing againft all the pofTible Confequenccs 
of Things) 'tis moft reafonable fo feek Relief hj 
regular Methods ; and^ by proper Reprefemathns^ eu- 
deawurittg a legal Alteration. 

This Meafure would alio regulate the Beha- 
viour of Private Men, towards their Govir- 

• nors. 
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xiors. . It wotlld keep them item difrefpeafiil 
LangMge of their Superiors ; from cenfiinng 
their Condudt^ and Adminiftration, at aU Ad^ 
ventures ; from entertaining private Grudgeir^ 
in tiieir Minds ,* or creating Animofities^ a^ 
inong their Fellow Subjeft». It would rc^t 
out the Seeds of Sedition, hinder them from 
running into Parties, and Factions^ or breaking 
out into open Rebellioiis : Whicft are the GotH 
vuUtons ot the Body Politick ; and alike iimi%-' 
turat, as for one Mentber, to attempt the 
Deftruftiop, of another. 

And tho' in Relrgiom IMertjy (or the free AW 
lowance of every Man to i«age for bimfelf in 
Matters of Confciencc,) Men are liable to 

f rearer Divcrfityj^ from diflcient Capacities of 
iind, and eariy Imprefltons of Education ; 
yet, one plain and equitable 'Rule, would here 
too prevent any dangerous Abufe ;*— ^ — Titeep 
vitUtt the Bmndfy of the Written Laiu of Gody &r 
the HqIj Scriptttref. This is the only Rule, ^1? 
Religion, to Chriftians. Every Man ought tt> 
fearch into the true Meaning of Scripture j via 
the beft Nbans afforded him ; lie open at ' iU 
Times to Conviftion ; and faithfully follow his 
own Confcience, in the laft Iflbc, without in-* 
dnlging his own Prejudices, or yielding to the 
meer Authority of others. Now, if every 
Man was to take this C^re for himfelf, and 
fairly allow all otiiers to do fo too ,• tho' they 
ihould not fall into one Opinion, in every 
Thing, or walk exaftly in the fame Way ^ yet 
they would ^gree, whatever Differences re-' 
main, to live in Peace with one another. The 
Great Ends of Religion would be anfwcr^d* 
£very one would zSc with V^ightnefs towards 

God| 
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God, ziid feiH Acceptance i^^ iiiia i And) 
there woald Ijc a mutual Concurring to pre* J 
&TVCL9W and Charity. There could then be 
fio Temptation, to- injure, to oiffcr ill Treat- 
ment or Violcflcc to Any. When each en/oy'd 
his full Liberty aad-proper Rights they m^ht 
pwAably come nearer the Truths and each 
cither too ^ as all falfe BiafTes would be re- 
iwwed; and every Man be left to ad with con-: 
iciedtiinis Ftwdwn, without the Reftraint of 
Fear, or popular Prejudice, i 
• If any Man, under the Pfetetice of Liberty^ 
ftoold run into plain Miftakes, his Speculative 
Errors oouM net injure i^e true Opinions of 
others I or if he afis uprightly, cndaager him^ 
fd£' And as efaoeiis no pofSUe Way to fet a 
Man rights ^ho judges wrQng,i but by proper 
Evidence au^ Convi&ion ; fo; he can bnly be 
accountable for his Judgment j. after his beft 
£ndeavouri^, to that OmniTcient Being wIk^ 
fiarcbes the Hmtu And we have Rea A>n to be-^ 
lie Ve, from the Pdrfeftions of his Nature, as ^ 
well as i:he Revelation of his Will, that He. 
wiU deal itrith equitable Kindoefs by every 
Man, accordkg to the Integrity of his Heart* 
Bacif his Opinions lead him to Pra&icea in ju**; 
iioas to Others, or inconiifient with the Pub- 
lick Peace, they then become properly a Mac* 
ter of a Civil Nature and fall aiuder the Cogni-^. 
jtance and Comftion of the Civil Magiftrate :. 
Who is obliged^ by his Office, to proteA the. 
tub^ick Peace, .and Civil Rights of the Subjed^ 
againfi aH Inva^on, on what Pretence foevet! .. 
For which ReafoUi the Ltmx aggiofi ^ommA 
Cmto^tlch^ wdK> own a Foreign JurHdidion,andln.K 
AV4^ iPtiociples inwnfiAent wichoiir Libcffti^J 
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iate juftifitiUe and necefllkiy : Not meerljrJ^ 
they are miftftk^n, jin4 h2» £ll|eD ifitt S^)«ea«^ 
lative Errors ; liut as thdr OpimoiDs mc iii]i|^- 
rious (p cheGrvil GonftmlfeioQ9^afld in^onfiAdi^^ 
jarith every M^-s jUft Liberty? 

Indeed -45 Ahufers of Iib«ty ought to firf^-j . 
fer, a^ordiog to tiie Natiire of thofe Aboibr^ 
which tbey p9S&^ ifi. I ^(h thkt all ibcii; 
would re^eft, with catip/ on what | hawifiu^^ 
concerning the Alifcjb^ that ttttdui, pr fiaU(nr|i 
XMemoufi^fs^ It is litmmfmfs diat, df late^ 
has pa(^ lor Vk^^ lAiid lienhave caitK^t 
it»^ as if thdy wste re^alved to p^ovpke th^ 
l^owwi^ b^h of Heairen^ ahd£aitiii to witft. 
^eir UbcTti^ OM of tfacir' Ha^ Ho^nar 
fiy hafe Jl0f|dd in their Ffe^dcmi» to dA bafigf! 
and iU TnsM% rathqr tfajia to attempt ai^: 
thing truly Gvoat, and Good? ^ut jl:^ >9e, 
j^ OQt to aft^ « this Degenerate Rate ? H^! 
%jMfi^%uh^i profp^red ^ much, as to entou^t 
inge l«n ftill tp purfw idmxlm^e^^ ^md ite^' 
\Mm i Hkve the iii^n«ir »^x fitid tf^i/ferf 
df this 4g^> ^y thf ng ib amiable in' theie- 
Qiara&ers, at to invite others to bopy after' 
them? We no^ £» z Mrm^Uiiii^^ff^ ik\ 
Jnitances tflnmoerabie, brbugl;it to Shame aa4 
tmSfgcs^xx Atid^iii iome ptfes^ it faa» pro^ 
dnced otter Ruin and I^ftni^pk^ Whatdai»: 
jjeroiis |^rrw^ I What (candaioiis Vvttil What 
unreal(e)oai^ Quarrels! What Fii^klenefs and 
changing of Sktesi What filly Boafis! Ajoi 
yrhat iniupportable Chagrin ! ' has tfaie Vs^ 
f^^p of Mut^imd^'betray^d tbemi into? ^'' 

Whereas how» pn the ptber handi' think hoti^ 
i' S^plcL* the fiih^ftantf of prksdi^ 
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ancU to ufe acight^ their Uierty. Evcrv Maz]! 
n^i^t a& even as witn the ]|rarei:y ana Tiemr 
^of^/>r^; if^Hewjrbqpcare^tom^ 
t$b the Bmrum of iucb a One : I Jtaean, if h^ 
wa$ but more intent uppa.t)ie ih^iB^ct of th^ 
Vktg$Sy wiuch are the ^appprt^and pfbiuirtnj^ 
of Ofowns and l^hronest Am n^re weW move' 

pp&r^d/ with the >A3r^r^ .^r^oJt tciit C^f 
^anitj, every ]^ah nilight fliine as ii^tich^ iii 1^ 
t»U^i^ a$ in hisCrz'i^Capad^/ Tumiilur»" 
Imd Divifions yrpuld then ceafe tor Ever. ^4'' 
^ die |3ie0ings of a Free^te would 'flow ill' 
iip0litt|» qU V^ Wf 1^ raife^ to a Pitch i^ Hap* 
IttDeTv th9t ftpold'make )i« envjc^J^y the Rd| 
<^ tfo WpjidY Tho^, at thf faiiu: ti|nf^^ feit* 
Ids of any Attempos^ to br^ in upon us, j^ 
true ^enf<^ or fsSjI^i wootd fppd free u$ froni^ 
mahy Keftrarints, that itpw ili|i^ uppd ca^^ (ic 
dther. Party among us, ' < . . ,. ,^ 

' It woiild ihfpire l^en with a p^rpnfiiel^ 
iSjM fliotttd put otf tlieif pref^ VccaJSons or ; 
Rie^ptoai^jE^' fUiid haong, )MIc anot^ier. And 
vmM give luch a Cdutage, in att Pndetu|ungs 
lor the Pk^Udc Good/ a^ it n6^'tp1>e daunted, 
dt bom dpvBiu ' J Vitt ventii^ to%» of ttue 
*^^ Vbttty; what Was onpc faid of the |> ' 
(riQty of the. ^^^ ^^^Vff^i -"-^lAntawH^ 
mint Bmff, niff cm^^dmi^nmtj^ amiitft^ 
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AN Y kind of Letters, Mays, ExtraAs but 
of yaluable Authors, or Intelligence of 
any Afeirs which inay ferve the firft declared 
Intentioo of this Paper, will be thankfully rc^ 
ceivedy if diteftcd to the AutBorefike Occafio^ 
mil Pifer, to be left at liorttts CoHee-houfe, . 
Ritt^ptett near .(^uild-haBy iMdoh, or at the 
Puhlflheis of this Papef, Poft ^M. 
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nri H E Occafional Pa^r. Vol 3 i NuiAb. 4* 
JL ' containing fereral Letters, v«:.. i; Tp 
tlte Author of jSiis J'a^r ; up^n, a Bknutriakti 
Saying infifted. on by JDr. Bifs^ in hi& Strmms oil 
the j6eaiuy (tf ttolsnefs in the Cimmort-Prayen 

2/ Remarks jwot^*a Pafikge in IDx/SiffS, and 
smother in I^. I^/»^a»'$ SemioHs^ before the. 
Sons of the Qergy^ concerning the Authority ^ 
of the Fathers^ in interpreting Scripture : Di- , 
re£i:ed to the Author of this t^pen; 3. A Let- 
ter jditefted tp the Author o(Vul^at^pYifQj[e^wns 
iu> PavQUr , of the JSJJhop qf Bangor : By a WelI-» 
Wiiher to the Occafional Paper.' ;4, A LettciJ 
from Mn i3^ la PiBomiere^ to the Author of thi* 
Paper i allowing him to publifli a Letter of 
Mr. Cotton Mather o(Neu^England. 5* Mt.Cot^ 
ten Mathers Letter to Mr, De la PiOonniere % 
Printed from the Original* Printed for Emi 
Matthews^ at the Bibk in. Pater-N<ffier^JUwt 
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I. TQ THE 

Author y the OccaJtQnal Paper: 




S I Ht - ^^^ ^g ^^^g . 

Congr«Hlate you, as I doubt 
not but you are a Sharer in 
the Publick Joy, upon the 
aufpicibus Beginnings of this 
Seffion Of Parliament :. That 
: have fo agreeable a Prof- 
pe&, froin the early and en- 
tire Concurrence of Both ■ Houfes with his 
Majefly's Mcafures in this great Conjunfturc, 
that thofc, who have difturbcd rhc Repofe of 
Europe and been injurious to the Interefts of 
our Ttade and Nation, will hearken in Time 
to Pacifick Counfels, or be foon obliged to 
fiibmie to Reafon by the BloHing of God up- 
on a vigorous War. 

When I tell you, that I am a Pnuflan 
D/Jfetitfr, you will eifilyimagine that I enter- 
tain fome Hopes (indeed who does not i) 
from this happy Situatioti of hisMajeilys Af- 
A ^ fairs, 
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fairSi that the Time it now M haod for tht 

long expedcd Relief of a large Bddy o£ hi^ 

;ood Subjedsy whom their Friends aod tbeir 

enemies know to b^ pnivcrfally full b( the 

moft dutiful A&dion. 

We cannot harbour i Thought fo ift|wiods 
to his Excellent Majefty, oi* his prefeni Minl- 
firy, as to imagine that it Is in thdf IfiClina* 
tion to continue thofe» under Marks of odious 
Diilindion from their Fellow- Sub jefts, who 
are to a Man in the Intcrefts ' of their Kin^ 
and Country, merely for the fake of a coofci- 
cntious and pea^ceable Difiercnai in fon^e Mat- 
ters of Religion, No, we arc fatisfy'dj that 
juflerSentiments of Liberty, and of the Rights 
of Mankind, reign in the RoyaI£reaft and the 
preferit Court. ^^^ • 

Certainly it may be hoped ffom^tfap l^ooth 
nefs of this Adminiftratioo, that the manyj 
Inttances of Refignation to the puMkk Seti 
/„^l/^^v'A^ vice which the Dijffnters have ihc^ni will 
>r/ now be remembr^d lojtheir Advantage. Wheti 

the FrofpeA of the Pro|:eftant SuccelSon waH 
more diuant stttd dubious, and the Approach 
of the late Peace feeaied greatly. to indanger 
it ; fome of our Patriqis could fee 90 Way to 
prevent it but by faoriiicing the Difinurs foe 
a Seafon int\icOcc(iJhnalBiU. 'Ti£ well knowntt 
what Part the Df/tnters a£ted at that Time : 
Tho' they were fully convinced, this £xpedi« 
ent was not like to anfwer its End ; yet fince 
the principal Friends of th^ Succ^on had 
mighty Expe&ations from it^ they quietly 
fubmitred, refolving to make no Application 
to the Powers then in fieing to oourud it. 
And muft they &i\l ^ on tp iu£^ in his Ma- 

jcfly's 
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}efty*s happy ReigOi for tbck Silence at that 
Time oat of meer Deference to his Majefiy f 
lacercft ? It was with an equal Regard to the 
prefent Royal Familyi that many of thea 
were then prevailed upon to cootinue in theit 
Pteces* of no fmall Trouble and Efpence ii) 
Corporations} tho' they wc^ io^K^ to deny 
themfelves the Liberty of worlbipping God it) 
that Way whiiji they thought nioft el^ible ; 
meerly that tbev might not abandon their 
into diuMlefted Hands: But all thi$ 



was upon the fiill^ft Confidencei grounded (I 
m$,y Fedture ta fay) lupon foipe Aflurances ot 
beiog relievedi iu Caie the Pr^teftant Succef- 
fion took Place. And muft they fiill be left in 
tiMiir Bonds ? While the prefent Government 
was new and unfettledf and when a kebelli- 
on was afterwards lormed againft it^ they 
fitentiy iighed^under their Burtbe^s^ and chear- 
fully, did the utmolt that the Reftraints which 
they were under woidd allow thenii for the 
Service of theirr.Goutitry and their Sovereign : 
4Uid daring fiMtttSejOSons fioce^ (pf every one oi 
whichi they hap€<| that it would have bwx\ 
the Year (^ Grace) fhcy have ,paid all Defp- 
lence to the Jiidgmeot of tbpfe'a^ £(dxn> that 
it was not y^ a proper Time tp bring their 
Cafe pppn rhe-^^ge in Parliaments; They 
have feen Rebels ,pardpned and placed in ^ax% 
y^ ; fittd havjp reftraioed evfry Murmur. Thof^ 
in expenfive Stations of Servi^» h^ve gene- 
rally coiitinued in tbe PraOice .pf Si^f- denial, 
and forbom co^ throw up their Places ; and 
thofe who had ta Right to intereft themifelves 
io any EledtiooS for Parliament or JMagiftracyy 
have ftewn the: iA^t ibjeuuftus Zeal every 

where 
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where to fapport the Pretcnfiom of Lorei^ 
Churchmen. 

' But nitift they ever be Hewers of Woody ^nd 
Draxoers of Water f If at this jlcn^th ^ 'time fj 
is not thought fit to redrefs their GticvktiCcs, 
furely it mule be becaufe th^ pablick AfFairs are 
fo well fettled that their farri)e# Service is not 
neceflary. Then certainly it i^ high time for 
thofe or them who haveinade a (bift to cMi- 
ply with the Terms of retaifling their Pjacesr 
to eafe their Minds, and le(rttn'Chei> £xpencesi 
by refigning chem up into other Hands) for 
they have been induct 'to ^ keep them ^hi& 
therto :only for the' SertPic^^ cif His llhit^ 

ft V« " ' '' \ . 1 '' • ■ ' ; "''•'.'. I 

But 4re the Friettds of the Government in-' 
deed become fo numerottsv ot^ its Enemies- fo 
inconfiderable and difcoAcerted^ asthatit'catv 
appear good Senfe and Policy^ to continue fa 
many or its invitriabk' Frktids with their 
Hands tfd behind theA7 ^ Who have not: 
one in their Nnmber> fhat has ever fliewd 
a DifaflEedioni or ^veh a Coldnefs to the- 
Government? Who are ih I^itieiple andCon-^ 
fipience fisced !to the FoiiAdations upoH' whkfa: 
it ftands ? We often he$Lv Coinplaint^ of the 
want of a competent . Number of welNaf^ 
£eded Perfons to fill the Commiifionii of the^ 
Peace in Counties ; and 1 am futo ia fe* 
veral Corporations! fet aiide the Dilfeftters^^ 
there will not be (ownd Low • Churchmen' e*^ 
nough of tolerable Fortunes to fil) ^ their 
Room. And is it not time, when fuch 
Things are reprefentcd from every (garter, 
to ftrengthen the true Proteft^nt Intereft a- 
mong usi by capacitating all for the Service 
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of their Counciry» who are entireiy weU-«f*' 
fcdcd to it? , i 

I cannot bat hope then, that the Jufiicet 
the Wifdom, the Goodnefs of thofe in the 
Miniftry, and in the Parliament, will not fu& 
fet them any longer to defer the Confiderati* 
on of this Affair ; fo nece(Iary to the Securi- 
ty of the Throne; td the Honour of the Ad« 
miniftration, to the Union of Proteftants, 
and to the e^fiog of the Minds of mady of 
his Majcfty s good Subje&s. 

I will only add, that in Cafe upon thefe 
Views the Wifdom qf the Nation ibould fee 
fit to rtmove any Incapacities of DiffenterS 
for the Service, of their GHintry, I cannot 
doubt bilt they wiU endeavour t<f do itfo rbo- 
rotighly astoi reach tbe Endsrof it Thofe 
without Poors arCi by no means' to prefcribe 
to the L^iflattiixosr' but it may be a Piece o^ 
Juftice add Horocfty to lit them know, thaif* 
but a finall Number of the^Diflenters will be 
in the jeaft reiieved.or -made more capable .of 
Ufefulnefs than they are; at . prefent, by^/anv. 
thing ifaort of the Repeal of the lift-jl3. This 
wa$ Matter, of evident ExperidDCe before 
die Oicafional ^ MiU was thcNight o£s and no 
doubt would be fo again, :if . it were utterly 
aboliflied. . - 

I have takeit the Freedom, Sir, to fugged 
thefe Things to you, who have in fome of 
your Papers generoufly efpoufed the Caufeof 
Cotmmon Liberty i hoping it wiULdther ex^ 
ci(e you to communicate Tome more of your 
own Thoughts upon this Head to ^thcTuB- 
lick, or that you will pJteafG:ta:do this fliort 

Paper 
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Paper the Itonoar of • Place in yoar CoIIe* 
ftions. I am 

IL TO THK 

Jaahorof the Occaiional- Paper 

SIR,, 

YOUR lift Tear's Paper, « of Rmming the 
buapacitiei §f Prm^m Diffmits^ was 
writ with fo |aft a Senie of the Sttbjeft you 
uadertook to maaage, as gites hopes to ma^ 
ny of yoar Readers rinc you cairaoc be con« 
tent what yoa there faid (hoold be foi^t or 
difnpgarded. And the generat eood Opmlf 
oa that Paper met with, is methinks ao En*^ 
coucageqient to regime yoar Ai^aoient. I 
know not whether t|ie important Mat^r^ that 
are now tranla&inff Abroad^ wtH allow tho 
Conrt and Itoliament to apply thraifelv'es im*^ 
mediately to confidrr Things of th» Natiiro 
at Home : But it cannot be amifs, to foUicic 
this A£Eair with a frelh Concern and Barneft* 
nefs^ confidering even the f9$fM State of 
the Madon. Whether the War with Sf(Un be 
prevented, or carried on, yet there are Rea- 
fbos on both ^es why the PMufiam Dif 
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/indhs JDioald not be <nreriot>k'd afe this jan« 

If a War vmth Sfdiu ihould b< pjrcv^ntcd> 
it ibauld tbcD fecin»' chat fottiething. for a far- 
ther enlarging df the Proceftant I|itcr€ft> apd 
for fuppre^ng. a ClamorOns RobcilipQS Set of 
People Miong. us» tUat arc iii4qftriovfly^c<»i- 
triviog to keep^p onr Anftei9^(i«s fnd PiFi-. 
(ions, is the very BufinQfs.tSD bc prin^pally 
gone upon. And if a War with ^oin be 
fbund nece^ary^: and (boiUd^be ei^ged in^ it 
fliould alio. ieeiti highly. requiiSte for the King 
of Great Britain to acquire (a$ f^t as ppffi*. 
ble) the Advancement of the Pr^efiatu Re/^i^. 
oMi th€ more etfeaually to oppoTe the K|ng 
of ^atns Zeal for the ILwan R^igm t • And 
fo weakning the Hopes and Expei^adon^ which 
the Sfamfo Cotirt may have formed of a Par* 
ty» to fide W2tb.tllem> aiQong ourfelves. *T[s 
cerraio, if there flioidd be a War, the Prote^ 
fiant Di&ntcrs.are l&e to be very great, Suf* 
ferei^, as well as Others. They are as much 
expofed co the lofs of Ship^s^ aoid Merchant 
dize, ia whiib too thtey are foiqe of. them as 
highly coDceroed as tbeir .^q^bboqrs ; And 
They are not for being a wbk beMod hand 
in any Taxes. or.CoatribtttipAs.^i^r jp^y , be. 
reqatficetafupportatneeeflSiry £xpei)ce. A$id 
why they fiioald always Oiare in the Charges 
and Calamities^ of their Couittry>: but yet be 
excluded the Privileges and Advantages w^icb 
ai^ comhaon? to Et^UJhmin^ They cannee wti^ 
ccive* 
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BcGdcs, if tkt VtitnAs^ Spain here in Em^ 
land ihould (hew^ chemfelves in all that Di^af* 
it6d6ti to t\d pitfent Gorernmetic which it 
is natural to fufipofe chev mzy do upon aa o^ 
pen Rupfore, how helptid might the tVMftmt 
Dljfti^trs be, were they capable of ptibUck 
OffieeS) to prevent thofe Miicbiefs aod Difor- 
ders which we maft every where be lookii^ 
fbr? Th<y hftlte been risry ferviceafole^ even 
litider all their Di&clvaiitage^ towarob the fnp- 
p^eflMg* of the-lace Rebellion: : Bat^ if* whilft 
Ad5 of Grace ar« nude fdrRebeb, noRteie* 
dy td their tineafintifes bt provided foe rhom;. 
cettaiftly thofe moft have on Opioioii of tbem 
:^ ^ beft of SubjeAs, who can eapeft thac 
th^ will farther expofetbemfeltes in any fimg^ 
gles tWat flHill hlppen. 

Th^y have generally formed Expiefistfositf 
frofn this Patliamem^ and I apprehend too* 
ftottt this Seffkn ; Hay thfair very Enemies En^ 
feff that now fo^ething will be dotic^fot 
them. And \is humbly pi'efnm'd^ that it 
wottM not much interrupt any ochce A^rs> 
to Kavt one Bill prepared in thsir Favour. 
The Managetki^nr of this nligfat be entntfi-^ 
ed yjth Tome who are ftee from ^he Bnemti- 
brances of Foireign Affairs^ and kwoL the Ob* 
li^aeion^ Of a Conftafit Atocmlaiiitr to odicr 
Bafinefs. And I cahnotbiit think. other Af^ 
fitfrs Would recdve Advantage frottrtbis, and 
not Ditrrmdnti 

Audi Ftay Sir, where is it apfushended^ 

ji Bill to remove the Incapacities $f Protiftnm 
Dijfenters would flops fuppofe it once brought 
into Parliament ? Or what Prejudice is it 
Thought would accrue to the ^ftnt Mini- 

Itry 
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firy and their Defigns, by a Vigorous puIUfig 
of it ? I am perfaadcd^be Envy and iU-WiU 
4^ thoSt who ate ^ffdesfoJ, would not be a 
Wbit ffteamr than k ki Whereas the AfitfH- 
iM and gopd Services o£ riioie irho vonld he 
Mi^ed, would be exceedingly encre.as*d. Their 
Enemies would become Irfs able to give ij»m 
Ut^Mfigefsj and their Friends mere able to give 
chem Affifiame. Thofe who now may be 
troublefome in order to hinder the Diffentcrs 
flelief, would hereafter find it necedry to 
talk in another Strain ; or at leaft they would 
iqlEt the Occafion whidi now fb much animates 
them in their talk ; and fo by Degrees their 
Clamours would either whoih^ceaie»orat leaft 
ceafe to have any ^reat Eflfeft. The gt^nd 
Pretence of the Cbmciof England beii^ weak- 
iied> by lettuig the Di&nters into Civil Of- 
ees, I think you have fully aufwer'd in your 
jPapet mcntionVi at the Beginning of this Lec- 
ter. 'Tis certain the Bjsfmnd Proteftani Oburdi 
pf England muQ gain both Strength and Re- 
putation by the Favour fbewn to then: Praeo- 
ftant Brethren t And I perfiqtde my rtif> that 
the Nenjuring Churchy and thofe who afibSI; 
flow to call themfelves the IWve Ciurci of Engm 
iand, no Man that has a juft Value for the 
EngRJb Conftittttion but would be glad t& 
lee iviakned^ and as foon as nesy be utterly 
difabied. 

Is it precended, now, that the Intereft of 
Tbefe Men is great enough, to prevent a Re^ 
fealing Bitts paffing in Parliament ? Sm«» that 
will not be acknowledged after (o many fuc- 
cefsfiil Steps, as have been tal:«n to fupprcfs 
them. And whil^ other Things hayc been 

B a far- 
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carried in the H of C— — in fpitcof all 

that could befaid or contrived, tp oppofe 
the Coorti no Body can doubt the Influence 
which the prcfent Mr*-^j would ^have in this 
Attempt to ferve the Beft of Kiiig$ and chp 
Ik&otCaufes (ImcmtrucProtepamtfini) would 
they but once heartily fet about it; I cannot 

thipk the iCi / would drop (uchzBfMi Since 

there are fo many of .Them> who baire (hewn 
their Defire orsits being btougbt in. 

And I would not doubt the L^ — s ftiU 
maintaining thofc Sentiments, which they 
had of the Df (Tenters at ibc KtwMfony and 
which they have bcth pleas'd to de<:lare fincc , 
and alfo have appointed to ftand upon Record 
in their Journal. What the B — —p promiifed 
and mpft heartily concur*d to bring about ip 
i (58]9, it cannot t» thought the prdfent B--fs 
will fet tfaemfelves again^. For furelylthey 
are as hearty Ptotcfiants, as Thofc Ji—-/i 
were, 

1 wiUonly here humbly ask leave to men* 
tion the Words ef tie Diclarnthn rf thi Jjords 
Sfiritual'and "Tempwrali Ih and abouif the Cities 
of Lmdon and IVefiminfl^y aifembled at Guild- 
haUj Dec. ii. 1688. ** And we dd hereby de- 
f Clare, That we will, with our utmoft En- 
f dejfvours, affift his Highnefs in the obtain" 
^' ing fnch a ParHamrnt with all fpeed, where- 
in our Laws, our Liberties and Propc^rtics 
rday be iecured, the Chunb of England in 
particular) with a due Liberty to Prciefiai^ 
** Dtjfimktsi and in general the Protefiant Re- 
*' ligion and Intercft over the whole World 
^' may. be fupporrcd and encouraged, tp the 
V Glory pf God, the Happinefs of the efta* 

r ^ "blift'd 
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^^ blifh'd Goverament in chefc Kingdoms, and 
f* the Advantj^e* of all Frimts and States in 
F* CMftendom, that may be herein concerned* 

The Dtii Litertjf here promis'd wa$ thought 
by fem; to imply a Removal of.theSacramen* 
tal 'Teft, but lefs certainly could not be meant 
than what was afterward procured for the D(f' 
femers^ by the Aft of Toleration or Indulgence. 
Whatever, therefore, has fince taken away 41^ 
ny oftbofe Advantages fecured hy that Ad, 
miift be Iook*d upon as an Infringement of that 
which by the whole ' Legiflature was declared 
a Due Liberty. And therefore 'tis humbly Jio- 
pcd/ their LordAips httl not oppofe the Reftp- 
ring of DiiSmters to thoie Privileges, which 
the}^ Themfelves allow'd to bcjuft said due, and 
which they enjoy 'd all King lf^IUam\ time» 
and the beft part of Qjpen Anm\ by Virtue 
of the Toleration AB 

And the rather, becaufe their Lord&ips have 
connefted with tllis Due Liberty to Protefiant 
Di£emers, the Strengthnfng and Supporting thc^ 
Proteftant Religion and Jnterefl over the whck 
World : And declaring that they look'd upon 
this Treatment of the Diffentersf together with 
their fecuring tbe^ Church of England^ to be for 
the Glory or Goo, the Happinefs of the Efta' 
bl^'^d Government of thefe Kingdoms, and the 
Advantage of other Princes aro States Itt Chri^ 
ftendom. 

I would hope this Letter may ]rat you upon 
doing fomething Better, on this Head, your 
fdf : but if your Thoughts fbould be ocherwife 
employed, pray give this a Place in your next 
Paper. I am ^ 

J 718. lit 
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III. TO THP 

^V of tU (DtccaHpnal-PapeF. 

SJR» 

you bsTiog h opcniy 4iid b^^nilf^pQ^ 
fed the Adfoc^tcs for Coercion in Miuttw^ 
of RdigioD, and yet they being ftill >f aiii«<^ 
IXNI89 and carrying their DeagiMd? fo bjgb aa 
ea require all Man to iubmir to cbeir Auttori- 
ty, I beg I may have I^iberty m ywu: Paper 
to ptopwc Co fi»:b Zealots the following Q^* 
rtes, «UE». 

Wfactber, upon coifidaring mine ova Framo 
^ that of the whoH^^Wbk Worldt it be not 
(trident to Demonftration that there pnft be a 
Firft CaoTe and Maker of aU» moft l^o^erful 
Wile and Good^ <i e*) a Gm» ? 
^ Whether my beiM; made Ratiofial and fo£c 

- V ^ ^1) be gorers*d by hlm^ will not prpve n^t ac- 

countable, co htm for all my Conduft. 
y^, ^ Muft not the Law of my Maker thenefoce 

lie the Rule of my Condud ? 

Is ft not reafooable to £uppo& that thi$ 
&ttle of my Coodaft In general* or the Laiv 
of my Maker, will refuljt from and be Afirdic- 
able to the Natural Relations wherein I ftan^ 
to Him zad my Feliow Cneaoires^ and rhe 
Frame and Condition of mine own Na* 
lure ? 

/ Does noft my Relarion to Meo as Creatnrea 
of the fame Species and Order, oblige me rp 
promote the Happinefs of all> as far as I <an» 

and 
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aiMHnahc very fiune IttftMCc^ which I r^dmi . 1/t 
wedful to miM own ? ^ . 

Majr not this he nUde ou^ IcMn nDjp fncfaMt'. 
idg Infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs in the I« 
dca of Gofltf? For lUnzVking ixiSsBnttly Good 
b6 iuppoTcd to recpiire Mir Thii^ frMn his 
Ctottincsy not ditodly tendiM tt^ th^ fia^ ''^^ 
kit and comvioA H^ppineft ? Or C4n One iii& 
ii^^ Wife as weU to Gwid (and who kiowt 
chr Ohedfencr of \m GreannrM can add no* 
thing CD his own Fdicity) hattr adf ^htr Efld. 
Hk giriHf Laws to his Cvriiturosi beJidts 9Uh 
kste thf m fca)»py foy it Ait Bieginilf to ihem ? 

Gm any Thing be a paft of ReUgion^, oc 
indeed cemflent with it» which tt con^rarjf 
to Duties fo manifeftly founded on thafe Mil'* 
mal irind Nactaral Rdadont ^ Ol-'can the Re- 
voied Will of G<m %ivt Connnniance to a«gr 
Thing of this Kindt ^hen from the ferctticii- 
tioned Notion of God it feems impoffible hc ^"'o 
Iboiild have aiw fudi WiU^ 

Can the Chnftian Rdigtoti tftnrdfbre, which 
ia undouteedly <a. R4VQtaaion of the Will oiF 
G0D» f«qoh*e tx allow any Thn^ Mrfaich nma 
itonnter «> the ftdatire Datieb afaDfa^mctttiv "^^'^ 
on'd? Were noc this ManiAll^taieqaite oe 
allow of ContradiOions? 

How then can I jaaify myfdf, faft I FapJft^ 
^ttMSoMf 'Epificoiialy Prbsb^teriiab tirr« ai 
petfeaadng ihofe'^bo dtfer Ifrilm mean Re- 
ligioiv when ttextaaagfo ia dntl^ iontracjr 
to tbeXiriar and: FtiMlamMhaL Dscy of Na^ 
tura baawian Gnaoart^ nf fhblaitiaJUad» wL 
Mncoai fienemiMice > 

Can Thofe in any Seafeto ikid tar hate • 
^ TMdetnais far JManldd4 ac bear thtnk 
' hearty 
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fattaity Good-^^ll» who iare for dlfcou»giil^^ 
diftrdBSng, hurting and de&royiog ^11 whdt 
d^ir from theaii if they have it in 
^^ Pb^)*tr ? 

.' Cii^ a Rcgsltid to Mods higher IiMeftfts bd 
j^ 4n Aifiomevt or Excafe fic^. doing them fuciif 

Injary in initrior Concerns ? Can he in good 
eameft te fdidxovii for my Salvation^, and 
wifbi«rcU to ^ISoni; wh6 has; no Pity ott 
./^ inf B6dy> no Mtrey on my Ghara&er c^^aiy 

^ ^ .fiftate ? And inflead of dealing with me aa a^ 
nftional Creatnre* by the fair and gentle Mc» 
thod of 'Atgumenc and Perfwafion^ will i^ 
ifte ai a Brnfe, and force a Religion w z SonV 
cA"^ tknent in Religion upon me by Viofence abd ^ 

CbmpQIfion^ . / 

Can this Miet hod convinire the Mind>:or 
cipnciliate a rattooal Efleem and Refp<^ for- 
o/n any Reh'gion> or any Notioo or ^aAice in 
the World? 

Will it not rather po&fs JXfimefs wkh 
more imreteratr Prejudices, againft a Religi- 
on this Way foDced upon them^ and make tiitnt 
hate it in their Bearts, though ao outward 
Profeffion may be extorted from Them ? And 
s<\ are there more /s/S^b// ^^ where than ^ith^ 
in Reach of the Inquifition ? 

Is not PerfecutjM then more likely to htrt 
and ruin Mens Souls,, than to pnxaote their" 
Salvationrand the r efor e a Mean ^I chofea for 
that £nd» if Perfeoutors can .really intend it ^ 
If it be pretdttded^ that it it out of Zeal for 
God and his Truth that Men pec&cute> and out 
of tender Concern for the Stttradotf of thoft. 
who p#ofefj< the true Religion bat arein Danger 
of bong comiptedby Enpr andfaUe ReUgion^ 

Is* 
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is it HOC cvideot to DcoMi^r^tiony that 
ijwc t6 Mens SotiJs caMever be thd Mo* 
tvii^ to ^ Perfei:i:ldoo» whea all expefted from 
it ii fJniformity only in oi^tward Pro^iH- ^^^ 

4it9t9Sict} Since they arf ftill inOan- 
however Orthodox Jihcir Opini^s be>.or 
bt tbei^ 2Pcaftiecs» i£ tbey »re not fincerci^ 
ly- Religions ; and xan't be more hurt by 
«eter6dox Motions or uoconfortiable Prafti- 
ics, than by wicked Lires ? 

Muft not thofe therefore Wb^ realty pei;(e- 
tnte out of Concitrn fw the Prefer vation of 
lidens Soutsy perfecute thc^e who 4ce of tUt 
fafloie Aeligion With themfelves till their Con- 
fomiity td the right Faith ahd Pra^ice has 
ihsnged tbctr >He:iirts and amended their 
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]Lives ? tJnlefs ail that is ncceflaury (d Tecuse 
their Salvaeion, i$ to fe^uoe their Profeffion o^ f ; ^ 
^ri^bt Faith and Religion ^ Can tbeMaiQ- 
ten^mce «f the ^ure Fa^ and Religi6n> tba^ 
i^s, th^ outward PcofefSon and Pr^ftice of ifi 
be ain Equivalent for that Injury, and Vio- 
knce, atid E^barity that is ccumittcd by 
Perfeeueioii^upon Mens Chara&ersy add Per- "^^^^ 
fons, and £fllu:e$ ? Ot is it not a nranifeft 
Difpiragoment of Religion> to fdppoft it ^n- 
j|Dyns or countenances uich ^ Spirit and Prin« 
ciple oi^ Prepofierous Love ? Or what Regard 
is^ paid by this Way iMF Brdceeding to that 
Order of ^ur Lord, that tie Taris fi^tild gr,§!oi 
^ wHh$h€ Wbm titt the Hkf^ f , 

Can that Zeal bk acceptable to Ood that 
would extihguifli Good*wiU to the Bulk, of 
iKf ankind, and vacate the Univerfal and F^im- 
dantental Law before-m^tioined, of c^ti^d 
Bene^otenief Bom doih it i^ppt«: tj^t MU 
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^ri cP i^/( jTcai will be approved of God ? Where is tUfe 
J^^jL Warrant for it? Is it to be fetched from Rea- 

fon, when it fetms. fo diredly to cootradiA 

one of the plainefl: and moft important Laws 

. >- ^^ of Rcifon with Refped to our mutual Con- 

i\o^^va duft? Or is it founded in Revelation? Is 

^ there any plain and cxprels .Warrant of this 

^^ Kind in any Part of the Word of God? Is 

there any Thing, to be met with there that 

^ looks like an Aiitbority given to .Chriftian& 

*^ to perfccute Heathens, or one fort of Chri- 

iAo 'ftians to pcrfecate another ? 

Should fuch Authority or Allowance be 

found there, would it be to any Purpofe^ if 

it be not as plainly Specified and declared 

^V^ who ihould have this Authority> . and upon 

whom it muft be exercifed ? 

If this be plainly declared in the Chri* 
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^Afy -jliai, RevelatioD> how come the f<veral Sefls 
^7f ,^'^/ A>v/ft-^f Ghriftians in tbeir.Tum to claim this pcr- 
iA^tW^r^ tfecuting Power? Have att a Right to uie it 
"" '^ • when they can ? 

But, can there.be any Thing favouring Per* 
fecution in. a Revelation, where no one Duty 
is more ftrongly enjoy.ned or more vehement- 
ly prefs'd thim univerfal Love and Kindnefst 
^v^ - even to £iiemies» and thofe who ditfer from 

us in. Religion ? ^ 

MafliTy laid a Lawyer to our ^vour^ vibat 
nmfi J do to inherit eternal Life ? Our Saviour 
replies to him, what is written in the Utwf To 

* this he anfwers, Thou fialt love the Lofd thj 
. God mth.att tbj Heart f and V)ith all tbj Souh 

* and wth all tty . Sinngth^ and th^ Neighbour, as 
. thy Self. Upon this our Saviour tells faim^ he 

had anfwerd right ; and 9ddSj this do and thou 

fialt 
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jKtfiSr live;. The Lawyer hereQ|5on, willing ro 

know the full Extent of hi$ Duty, asks on^ 

tut who is my Neighbour ? To this our Saviour , 

reph*es by a Parable> by which he plainly in* 

timates that the NptioQ of a Neighbour is not ^ 

only to be carried among thp(e pf the fame ^ 

Church and N^tion> but through the whole . 

Species, 

But (bould this be thought no full Decla- 
ration of our Lord, againft Perfccution, yet c.^^ ^ ,^^r^4 
who canrefift the Evidence of fuch multiplied ^iJ^'^'^X^^f'Hr'^ 
Q>mmands as tbefe ? By this^ JhaU oM Men huxm ^ 
that ye are my Dijciflesy if you have Love to one ' 
another. Love vmketh no III to its Neighbour^ 
therefore is it the fulfilling of the Law. Theje. 
Tiings I command you that you love one another. 
Love one another, for he that loveth fulfiSeth thel/tw. 
He who faith he is in the Light and bateth his Bro* 
tber^ is in Darltnefs, and knowetb nop whither Be- 
goetb, becaufe the Darknefs hath blinded his ^ye^. 
Whoever bateth bis Brother, is a Murthpfer, an4^ 
yf know that no Murtherer hath eternal Life aiid^ 
ing in him. He that loveth not knowetb not God, 
for God is Love, If a Man faith be loveth God^ 
and bateth bis Brother, be is a Lyar i for be who 
loveth not bis Brother whom he bathfeen, bowJbo^l4 
be love God whom be bath not Jeejs i T%is Conn 
mandment toe have from him, that be who loveth 
God love his Brother aljo. 

Is it not evident from thefe Pa(fagpSs that 
Revelation and Reafon concur (and fo they 
muft, if both are from G09) (o enjoyn the 
EnSaice of Univerfal Good- will to Mankind, 
and therefoce to condemn and forbid Perfer 
f ution I 

C 3 Is 
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'^-f A^ jf^r j5 not every Man to judge for himfclf^ how 
^t^Ai A^^tji ^^ ^^Q f^^^ Q^j^^ ^^^ ^^ ^3y. ^ «ccptc4 

of him? . 

May not thofe who differ fpm me in Re« 

^ ligiou^ Matters, put as hi^h a Vahie npoif 

"^^ their^uls as I do, and be as much conceni^- 

cd for thetr eternal Wellfare } Do not Juftice 

knd Charity both oblige me to think fo, wbei^ 

"y^ •«< pothing in thpir Behaviour manifeftly contra- 

dids this Judgment ? ' 

How kind would Men be to each othtf^ 

^ if they entertained this juft andi kind Opini- 

A^^dAhH ^ ^^ jjp j^j. f jjg CJonduft of meet natural Rcli- 

jfu^AA gj^p^ and J the Obligation and Influence of 

the foremcntioned Duty, notwfthftanding tbei|r 
diflferent Sentiments and Pradices? 
Is it not a ii^andal to Cbriftianity ^hat its 
/%^ Profcflbrs fliould be more Unkind and Merci- 

lefs (p each other, than they would have been 
if they hisid been ftill left tp the Light of Na- 
tur<^ atid complfed with the Obligations of 
tim Watural Lavc^ ? 
^ \ U it not every Man's Defire to have 
iihf^^h^ t-iberty toferve God in the Way he thinks 
/ .€m/. tidi igreeiable to his Mind and Will, with- 

Olit being perfecutcd for ft ? And fhould not 
all Men pradice according to this Rule, re- 
ihenibring that iukativer we vmld that Men 
Jbculd do to us^ we jhvuld do the jame to tbem^ 
/or this is the Law and the Prpfhets f 

Can this Defire be in any Refped deemed 
Unreafonable or Evil, when it's only a Defirip 
to d# what Will fender us mod pleafing tp 
Gop and beft accepted with him; which ought 
to be the great and laft Aim and Purfuit o( e» 
very rcafonable Being ? 
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. Wfay ihoiild any Man give me Uhea/ine& 
Ijj^imrfiiing thi% End,, in the way which ^V^J^^,^/^ ^^ 
pe;i(9 to me the moft dired, when I do hiii| 
no wpry, an4 when he would thiol: bimfelf 
very hardly ufed^ if himfelf ihpuld be made 
nneafy Won the fame Score ? • 

Can niie persecuting Zealot undertake to 
jufiify me or^bear me harml^efs at Gqd's Bar, 
for renouncing Npr fuppreffing an Opinion or 
Prafticc which l^think Right and he thinks ^^ 
Wrong ? Or if I muft anf\wr for my felf, is <^ 
it ufing me as he would be ufed himfelf ? Nay 
is it not the laft Degree of Inhumanity, to 
force me to prpfefe what he thinks right a- 
gainft mine own Cpnviftion and altpg^cher ac 'V« ^ 
mine49wn Coft i T9 rnin ami burn me in this 
World for not profpi&ng his Faith, and yet 
leave ipe to fuffer the Vengeance of eterna} 
Fire for parting with tkj own ; Would hot e« 
very Man in his own Cafe, and that very jufi* ^^ 
iy too, think {his very hard Meafure? ^^"^ 

Thefe Queries, Siri have been concluding * 
to my felf> that I think I ibpuld be a very 
bad Man were I a Perfecutor, t|ut I hope I a$ 
heartily abhor it in my felf as I dq in others, 
^nd were this Spiri): as general as it ought 
to be, and as Men are apt tp wifli ic, whea 
they fear or feel the weight of Perfecution, I 
am perfwaded we (bquld bfe a much happier 
Cborch and Nation. My good Wi(bes have 
pot me upon foh'citing a Room for my Qujcries 
in your P^p^r, that under the Recommendati- 
on of your Name they may pafs into the World 1 
and put Men upon thinking, if the ftill Voice 
of Reafon may be heard in tbp preient Ta« 
mule of MeiYS faflions* If you have the fame 
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Opinion of their Weight and Force which f 
v^y (elf haves I doubt not but I flball be gra- 
cijfied. In the mean time I heattily applaud 
ypur Excellent Defign^ and wiA the utmoft 
Siiccefs to it. 

tburs, 

&ENET0LXT5. 

I. ' 

VI. TO THE i 

/fiabor of the 0(^fibtial - Paper 

SIR, 

SINCE you are pleased fo freely and fro* 
V r / . 1 '• quently to invite EpiftleSf Eflays, and othcs 
6f\:^''^^ y]y Compofures, to your Commoa Occafional 
»;,..>i/A'-.^ Fund, pleafe to accept the inclofcd Ephafb, 
^cCr ^ f(K if ' made by a Country Qentleman. Compofed it 
rh rfrij ' ( was much about the Time of Its Date^ and the 
/^ 4c C Union of the two Kingdoms of this Ifle into 
'^'' the Br/iiJJ Monarchy, Then it was hoped 

and fuppofed that the Prodigious Creature 
here defcribed was as good as ftruck Dead9 
and buried in the famous Chapped where one 
k ^art of theLegiflature ofller their folemn Devo- 
tions. 'Tis but lately thjjt I iawyour DiTcourfe 
of Bigotry ; which put m^ in mind, that foma 
Tears apo, I had feen the Compofure, that 
cliefe Lmes accompany. Otherwife, poflibly* 
you might have had it iponer \ if not time cr 
' nough 
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iiongh to have actended that Difcourfe. TEe 

\|jU<por was obliged to Retain the £i^/g^ 
Name in his L4^r»'Defcription ; as not nnd-' 
ing (as he apprehends) a Latin one fufficiently 
Gnrefpondent to the £isg/^ Idea. For tho* 
the Word Suferflitlo comes iieareft to it ; yet 

i he reckons there may be Diftindion between 
Bigotry and Superftitipn. There may be Pec« 
fon^ in the ' Worlds who may be deemed Su- 
pcrftitious in fome Accidentals^ 6r fuppofed 
Appendages of Religion, who yet would ea« 
fily qait thpfe Accidenuls or Appendages» 

' were they divefted of that Authority that is 
Aow prefumed to enjoy nthdn; and in the mean 
time are ready to Cultivate good Opinion 
and Converfe with thofe that in Sentiment 
and VxiBCitt difier from them ; wh6* therefore 
are not to be reckoned or ftiled Bigi^ts ; Nor 
will yon, I fiippofe, difagree with the Author 
in chat Surmize But be that, as it will# 
llaving lately gotten from the Author a 
Copy ot thei Epttafb, I here prefent it to 
you (as being wdl pleafed with your Gene- 
rous Defign fot thi Rights and jnft Liberties 

, f^ Mankind) for the Entertainment if ydqt 
think meetof your Iiatfte Readers. 
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EpitatHiui*^. 

Mondri Cv^dasi 

ifiud Anglos Bt^Gttij V%) Diffit 

in S. Sti^plhani Amiquo 

>A4iMd •ilvcicfnoiksttccisntcs kksIiO 

"Terne & TeflMs Mandati, 

^ jacet, .tfcmixrq; iaceat!) , 
Pietacis CadlKer,. 

'. iReligsoitts.Larvay 
^Sanaimoni* Units, & tFiribni,^ 
Difini Imago Zeli, & Peft^ 

MiAfbuakJboraoii)diif9»iBfbrin^i9geiif » cui tomniMisrivU* 

Novas inTutelam Accepti^m^ 

In caliginofis Vaticani Adytis, 

Huniano Sanguine 8c Pulrere Pyritf 

Nutritum, Saginatum. 

Hifpanicae; Ditiotiis Incola^ 

Gallicis deinde Regionibus HoCpii 

lamdudum GratiiSmus; 

VcWris quidciDb Nonqj prbi^^ 
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L'ngaimft^o^«ie^3^iMWHiitifi|$ Kritus, 
SextefUMiflfl liMltti^;2«ii«iiM|p$. 
Mentium lUuminator Flammeas, 

OtMiaiis OtWi^^iSvtrfoi 

Coilf^}ditft$QtMi%JtMii^in, 

Va&WV»it^W9iahSiitrarti(n 

CoasleDoiiL pmi.-iGaa05> 

, -^i :uAciSRKtjaeai^s fffaaaiilKu: : 

.eaAotfboS 9oiiGb<i^I<tli«%uM 
Conciliorum> ..Ci!H)<9i)<9j|l Bombardis* 

Faftufg^ acS«culiAnior, 

Bpguuria* >Kieq; .Fraujd>et*- 

Toicalenca Parcium fiudia> 
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DIVISIONS. 



T grievft ooff to look round the 
World, and obferve how Mep 
fiand diflinguifli'd and divide^ 
from One Another; to fee a 
Race of Beings, made for &r 
ciety, and difpos'd to all the 
Offices of Kindncfs and Fricndfliip, yet forf 
ing thcmfelvcs, and gathering into particular 
Cianiy to oppofe, run down, and deAtoy 
each other. 

Such is the Difordcr of Mankind, as to 
become worfe, in this Refpe^, than the 
BrttHi tbcrafelves : Infomudi that the vari- 
ous Tempers and Vices of Men do repre- 
fent, under one Species, all the I'arious Ill-Na- 
tures of t'tK feveral Species of CreatOrcs belo* 
ns; And that which fliould diftinguiih us 
from them, as peculiar to our own Kind, C^ 
mean Humanitj) is in a great meafure loft« 
and given up in exchange for foinc brutal 
A i Qj'u- 
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Qualities 5 fuch as the Craft of the Fox^ the" 

Cruelty of theTJ^^, the cunnitig Infinuatien 
of the Serfenty or the like. 



^-fiete-and there One^^ like J^maeljfctsMp 
as it were for a vaft Species alone : Hi^ Hafui 
being again ff every MaUy and every Mans Hand 
againii him. Others flock together in Com- 
panies,- and this, ftot fdr their Security on- 
ly, but to drive away and bear down All 
thiat zxt n#t of their own Sort, tbo' perhaps 
mofe Iniioceil: and Aore Ufeftil thap thenah 
felves. ' brdee^d,*' whatever SepaVatiohs ^ or 
Deftruftion of One Another is obfervablc 
among the Brute Creatures of different Kinds^ 
we fee amongfl: Men, tho* All of the fame 
Kind. 

This is an Obfervation that neceflfarily 
argues our great Degeneracy ; and, at the 
fartxe time gives reafon to fear, that we are 
beyond Remedy. For, if any one talks of 
Uuion, or -Peace, or Humanity, or a more 
general good Agreement, this isi interpreted 
only as the Cunning or Defign of one Set of 
Men to prevail againft Others: And 'tis 
great odds, but that thofe who are divided 
and at variance with one another, will all 
agree to cru& the 'fmall Party of Recomikr^^ 
or to drive them but of the Field. 

Here I was going to drop my Subjeft 
and my Pen ; concluding it a vain Attempt 
to write upon Divijions with the Hope of 
doing any Good. I was now ready to wilh 
my felf ixi • fome Country Retirement , £» 

' from 
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fitjm the Squabbles of the Town, and its C^ 
fending Parties. That of yirgil came firongly 
upon my Mifid, 

• 

FcrtmatHS& Hk, Decs qui mnni agrefles^ ^ 
Panaq;SyhanUfHq; fenem, Nymphaafyfwores! 
Blum nm Ptfmli Fafces, nm pur fur a Regum* 
Fkxit, & infidos agitam Hfcwdia Prmres. ^ 

Happy the Man, who rural Piety 
And Peace enjoys : from all Ambition free : 
Regardlcfs of the Citys Smtd, or Macei 
Ox, who at Cmru obtain the higheft Place : 
Nor fears the Coniequence of Difcori^'s 

Flames> 
When faithlefs Brethren wrong each othecs 

Names.. . 

s 

• * 

Thus was X beginning to amufe my fel^ 
mid to (ave my Reader the Time which this 
Paper might take up. But hearing. of a BiA 
brought into the Houfe of L o r d s, which 
was intended to take away fome of the unr 
happy Canfes of thofe Divifions, which have 
of late been fomented among us ; and heai^ 
ing of that happy Difpofition which fhow'd 
it ielf ih fome Peers, whofe Great Names 
muft promife Succefs to all healing Attempts; 
I immediately refum'd my Pen^ and refolv'd 
to take this &vourable Conjunfture to fpeak 
my Mind on fome of thofe Dtmfims, which 
keep Men in a State of Strangenefs, or of 
Enmity to one another. 

'Tis certain, that in many Inftances, Hiff^ 
nmfs ai:e unavoidable. And when J^ differ, 

they 
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they mitfy and fometimcs thtj fiauld, de^^n 
|4atcers : But then the pifpute ought to be 
managed fairfy, and fo as that Difference may 
never create Difcord, or be followed with 
Uncharitablenefs aad Dfvifim. The Debate 
ifaould never grow fo warm, as to enflame 
the PaCioos^ left Anger by d^rees ihojild 
ktth mo limredy anddelibetata Spite; and 
fo, at laft, carry the Contenders to ff^ars 
and mutual DeftruSiim* 

How oftei) has it happen d in the World, 
that even a Dificrence in (omt ^mlathe, Nor- 
poH atod . Qpinion has proditc'd thofe Con- 
tefts, by which Men have been irreconcile- 
aWy divided 1 When, if They could hare al^ 
lowed each other to differ, rio Hurt would 
have come either to Themfelves, or the Caufe 
for which they were cdncet-ncd : But When 
thefe Things have made DivifioiK> the Patties 
on both' fides* have greatly fu^fered from their 
ill Treatment of one another ; and thd Caufi 
it felf about. which they ^arrd, has noid^ 
fufiered in the Opinions aiiid Cen fares of 
Beholders. 

-•..",••■ .^ ^ . • • 

The Difficulties acknowledge to b£ in fomi^ 
Points, ahd the Fury with which thefe. are 
purfued by fame who either Deny or Doubt 
of them, is aflonifhing :, If Salvation, and 
Church Communion, depended upon a Metar^ 
fhyfical Head, rather than an HoneB Hearty 
it could hardly be more. I won^<: infift here 
upon the Prejudices of Education, a particu- 
lar Turn of Mind, Bent of Stiidies, and Tr'ain 
of Thought ; the want of Leifure in fome^ 

and 
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and of Capacity in others ; or the many Con- 
nderations of a like Natpre, which demand 
our Imitation of the Great G o i?, in his CoTn- 
faffion on the Ignorant^ and m fuch as are out of 
the tVay :: Thefe have b^en frequently made 
ufe of in thefe Papers. But I defire to ask 
JTome Gentlemen, whether any Maq gets to 
Heaven by Do&rms only, without their pro* 
per Influeuc^ upon the Heart and Life ? Where 
is that Influence ? Where are the Fruits of 
their Doftrines, while the Temper continues 
Cruel and Uncharitable > I would defire to 
be informed how neceiiary tb Salvation hmt 
Forms of Words are, under which there is al* 
low'd to be a Meaning not to be explain^ ? 
To think that a fine PiEbire Ihould latisfy a 
Man who is ftarving for Bread; to make a 
'Noife to enlighten a Room; or call for a Cudgel 
to help a Man's Eye-fight ,• are Methods not 
more abfurd, than to quarrel with one ano^ 
ther, in order to fatisfy a Hunger and Thirft 
ifcer Knowledge, or to give a better Difccrn- 
ment of Things to the Mind. What has 
Quarrelling to do with Reafoning ? ' And 
that too among Perfons, who at a Time, an4 
in Circumftances, which may be^ mentioned 
when Occafion ferves, have been wont to 
exclaim againft Divlfions, upon account of 
different Apprehenfions, as much as any in 
the World : Looking upon it to be a Thing 
as unreafonable as falling out, bccaufe one had 
ilack Eyes, and the other grey ; one a hown 
Complexion, and another fatr. * Where are 
jhey who would die ^artyrs for the Peace 
pf the Church, as foon as for any Articles 
of its Truth } 
* ' ' Whe9 



\ 
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When w? fp^akof TjVth, the Firfi Thought: 
that arifes in a Man's iAxnd isy his own Opi- 
nion : The "Second is, the method of Propa- 
gating it> and curing the Miftake of a ^i^ 
ring Neighbour. And here there are two 
yrays : The Orthodoxy which is by Evidence 
;md Reafon ; and the Heretical way, which i$ 
by Force and Violence, Quarrelling and Mif- 
cmcf. Slandering and Oppreffing, For this' | 
will call . Herefkaly however fome who k% up 
for th^ greatefi: Orthodoxy may kiy^ fallen in? 
to it. . 

1 

This is infinitely worfe than a Speculative 
Miftake in Opinion. Fpr |h<?h a Miftake can 
hurt no honeft Soul, who has done his beft tp 
come at ,Truth : But the Method of Vio- 
lence, Quarrelling and Milchief, if mutually 
praajfed, (and why may not one Slide prac- 
tife it, as Well as the Other, fitice each think 
themfelves in the right ?) would fct the WorI4 
in a Flame, and deftrpy the Peace of M^tir 
kind- 

Such is the ridiculous Eagerngfs of thefe fkxxr 
gry People, that they will hardly let a Man 
Xq much as fufpend a little, or enquire ; nay^ 
hardly ask a Queftion. Or if he do raife and 
pufli an Objeftion a little, it is taken for ^ 
Declaration on the fide of the Objeftion. 

One would think the Meaning of Holdfafi^ 
^nd Contend earnejlly^ &c. wa?, that we muft 
fcut our Eyes as chfe aa we c4n, or elfe, clap 
on the eftahtlhed Sfeiiack4. Indeed, if I muft 
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Icc by any other Eyes than my. ow:n, it fliould 
be by thofe who can jhow the. ^yj to th^ 
Emoluments of Church or State. 

While I am treating of this. Matter, I 
would particularly recommend to fomeGentle-* 
men, who are really Inquifitivc, and honeftly 
defirous of Truth, the following . Advice :. 
That after they have been reading on b^h 
Sdesy and confidering; have fearched the, 
Scriptures^ and compared Things together ,• 
and have folemniy petition 'd the .Father of 
Lights to be diceded in the right way ; and 
then have czx^fvXLy. Risviemd Things, and 
weighxl all Circumilances ; (which is trying all 
T kings y in order to hold f aft that vxhich is Good;): 
I would recommend it to them, not to Ima- 
gine, that they can bring Perfons to the fame 
Conclufion, and the fame Thoughts with their 
own, in aDay; confidering that they themielves 
did not arrive to their preient Sen& of Things, 
till after the continued Inquiries aqd Medita- 
tions of feveral Years. Even Light itfclf en- 
tring the Eye, with too fudden a Blaze, bears 
too hard upon the Organ. You know the 
•e^tefl: Teacher that ever was in the World, 
lid, he had maxy Things to fay^ but they, were 
noft able then to bear them. Don't imagine, that 
common People^ who han't your Leifurcy 
Opportunities, and Capacity, fliould take in, 
all at a Flafli, what you yourfeif did not- 
compafs, but after long Thoughts and Deli-- 
beration. It would be very abfurd to Quar- 
rel with any, becaufe they do rxQt Embrace. 
immedmely^ what you have been working 

B your- 
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yourfelves into, by the^ gradual Proceedure 
^ fome Tmts Study and Refleftion* 

The Pretence of bcinging Men to a One- 
nefs of Expreffion in Matters of luUtb, and 
Uniformity in the Way df Wirjh^ hw torn 
the Chriftiati World into a thoufand Pi^es^ 
and been the chief Engine of Dlvifion. 01» 
the T^rogedies that this fenfelefs Pffojed has ao- 
t^, even within the Pale of the Chmch ! If 
^ny thing can aggravate the VilcsieCs of this, 
it is to fee a fort of Pe^fons repeating tfaft 
fame Severities, as far as dheir feeble PowcrSL 
can go, who have formierly finansd and 
roared out under the very Ti>eatiiieiit they 
are ready now to give one another; and 
that on no other Account, but fome Dife- 
fences in Sjfeculative Opinions. 

What a learned Scufle, was the Difpute 
de TWmtno vitOy famii? am mobiUf betweea 
BeverovicifUy and feyerai learned Men of that^ 
Age ? The Di£:]uifitibn was pleafant and eor 
tertainiilg enough ; the haid N^unes and Re- 
fkfUOns thrown into ic were Nonfence. 

Many an honeft Man does nor lee to the 
End of his own Principles; and many aa 
heneft Mm h^d been an errant Vfllaio, had 
he liv'd up to. the Confequ^ces of fomo 
Opinions, which he has heartily. qitarrelM 
wkh Others for not embraeing. The JDo&rino 
of the Oraee of God (the iovelfeft Subjoik 
one of them in the World) might have betai 
a Principle of Concord^ and charitable Fop* 

bearance, 
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h^ranc^, Wi4 more of it drc^ firom tht 
CoMio^^ariTy nilo the Habit and Tamper ; 
wlH^r^a^ th«re ;ir^ iV) l^nd of CotitCQver&s 
ie itae^ititigiiiihabile as thoTe^ ^ \^hioh even 
die Gf ac^ o£ e a h^iS minifter cL 

WhaKoFor Coottridveffy comes u^ the like 
abford Fr^ice of Qtu^ilUng comes aloiig 
wU!h k. Sbme waa'c thmk at aiU;< fome 
^M«'t t^ipk-JMbttel-^cwer again; fome caa'c 
beac CMppofitio/j; fome are honeftly filly i 
jbme awct tk^ Strifmre to be the only Rde 
<if IiaiS^.with«J^y?* ^ tb^ Mf^b ; and Aa-' 
mme Pmnr <^ Spmh to be the Teib and 
Standards <tf Truth with the Other. The? 
Scriftm'e mtoft be expounded by the Fathers t 
md' by and hy again5 the Fofihers muft bd 
jnd^d by the Scripture. And. bccaufe we 
muft believe Wien God fpeaksi Mxfienh, wtf 
BUil alfo afiGont when Men talk Nof^nce. And 
what Account can be given of thefe Things 
but what has lately been given? vrai. " That 
^* there at^ Hiort-CnuRCHES, or Lait- 
** jD!EA'N^HfURCHESi of AIL Dcnomiiia- 
" tioBS^. which ate always fighting for Power 
" afid'Do MINION over the 0)nfciences of 
•* Men, among themfelvcs ; and always ftri- 
•^ ving to (wallow up one another.*^ 

' Di^reht Apprehpnfions in the Afluir of the. 
aitafcy^ hii?e beta always a ptentifiil Fund 
ofr Qoarreh in4»«i ttie good Senfe of the Ag6 
ft»d' wdl nigh worn out all others. As Mcti 
<tfCraft«ind-I)efign got Power, k was pro^ 
Q0iinc'4'^Cl&^ coipeak of th«fi^ Thiags ia 
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other Word? than what were drefs'd up for 
the People. One while no Words are fo ex- 
cellent and eligible as IVaris which the Hofy 
Ghoft uacheth ; another while, your fubfcrir 
bing to the : whole Dodirine relating to this 
Matter, in JVords which the Holy. Ghoft teacheth^ 
figni&s nothing. I would recommend to the 
(^arrelfome on all Sides in this Matter, the 
Wbrdsi of: Mtlanfihm] which, whether they 
may be rtad as an Obfervation, or a Pro- 
phecy, I: refer to the Reader. They are in 
his Lettet to* Camerarius. " Concerning the 
^* T R 1 N i T ;y. You know I hzt^ always Djcto 
fearful, what might break out one ti^e 
or other. Good God! What Tr^^^^ei will 

this Quefticm excite in future Ages ? Is 

*^ the Wo^D a Person,- Is the Holt 
^f Ghost a Person? I, for my Part, 
^ willfliew the greateft Regard to thofe Ex*- 
" prcffions of Scripture , that require a Di- 
vine fVorJhif to be pay'd to Christ; 
*' which is to attribute to him the Honour of 
his Divinity, and which is fall of Conlbla- 
tion. But it is not of fuch Importance, 
*^ nicely and ftridly to fcarch into the proper 

*^ No- 
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XiiiA rvs TeinVtr, Sds me femper veritum efle, fore 
ut hacc aliquando erninperent. Bone Deus! quales 
Tragoedias excitabit haec Qoasftio ad Pofteros, « 1n» 
iF9r«r«ff'tf .• iiii'y^** Si Inr ¥ir6trM4ru rl mmjuml £go me 
refero ad illas Scripturae vocesy qcus jubent invocare 
ChristuM) qaod eft ei honorem Divinitatis tri- 
Buere, 8c plenam Confolationis eft. T«( /) Uimt tmw 
littK-mirm W < /ic^o^V mx^ilUH (wrw i wdw oi^/cf^* Me* 

UnSthon Ef ift. lik 4. £pift» i4o« Edit. Loud, 
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'* Notion df the, fereral Persons, or to tell 
*• where the Difetence and Diftmdion be- 
** twixt them lies. 

I fliould heartily rejoice^ if I could prevail 
with Thofc, who are already too much hea*^ 
ted about Speculations of this Nature, to fit 
ftill and cool a little; and then, if further 
Debates fhould be thought rcquifite, to ma- 
nage 'em fairly, iand with Temper, and to 
refolve above all things to put on Charity ; that 
we may not run into frejh Divifions when the 
Wifdom.of the Legiflature is purfuing Expe- 
dients for removing Thofe already occafimd. 

r 

: However, if there fhould be no preventing 
or remedying thcfe kinds b£ Divifions, yet iff 
fome others (which are of much more Im-» 
portance to the Publick at prefent) might 
but be cur'd ot hindered, I fhould be con* 
tent to let the Speculative Priz^Fighters e'en 
go on their ownjjray : There are no Divifions 
of fuch dangerous Confcquehce, that can 
arife from their Squabbles, as thofe. which 
accompany and follow Mens Ambitim and 
Intriegues for Power and Preferment m the State* 
The Divifions which fpring from . hence are 
generally obferv'd to be the wbrfl of all. 

. When a Lufl of Power, or covetous Thirft 
for Gain, is what principally guides Men's 
Views and Aftions ; the Peace of Society, 
and the good Harmony among Neighbours 
and fellow Citizens, in which the Welfare 
and Strength of a People confifis, muft be 

facrificed 
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£icrifioed to privacc Ends,, and Joe diftufbed 
by Animofifiks tliiat natntalltf arifir fron cklEi- 
ing Interefts and mutual Rdbmoicnau Afl 
Things muft then be wrong both inChurch and 
State, thait vitin not admit oE dieirVofc Ma- 
nag^itDenc; m fifnme Diieftion. . And erecy 
one moft be ^rfl: an Euciu y,. anoE tliKK tof be 
ibfle as biad a Man as artfiil Maltcr cair mate 
him, wba eidier has what Thay mna,. or 
can {land in Competition, with tfaaafer what 
They aim at. It is generaify founni^ that the 
beft Men, 9x c&is verySteafba,. meetwidi 
Ofi^ficion and Scandal! ia an aioiivft Mfttfae^ 
maticaL Propoctionta tfieir Viomes and; ^ood 
Qualities. For all thofe Virtues muft be 
^urn'd in the Diiil^ that will not be. iiade 
the Steps ofi theic Ambition *y efpecially;. diao 
chance toioppofir, or wouldpeerenrit. Now; 
wiiecc (licfa. Bsrfons happen^ to interfece (and 
interfere They nuiil fome Time orothei; 
wherever They are) all that cah be. eoroUcd 
fo the Fricndfliip^ and Ititecefls 06 One, axe 
thereby inlified as im{dacable £ne»idesi to: the 
Other. One woald have thonghtt tbe large 
Extent of the Rioman Empire, in thr Times 
of Cafar znd Pon^eij^ fuffioienr fion the Am^ 
bition of two Men, that They might have 
lived in good Amity Themiclvcs^ and. Their 
feveral Friends have lived together as Romans 
and Fdlow^Citiiens : B<it when one could 
not bear an Equaly nor the Other 2k SuferlMP, 
the whole World muft be engag'db td decide 
their Quarrel Amhonj and Augufius may* z^ 
gree, while They are both ooncern^d to 
cruihtfae Power. of Bfutm aod^Cd^Svi^ bus 

with 
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with two ftich Spirits^ the Vidory at Philifpi 
only makes way for the Battle of jiSiumi 
When They have fodght it once together, to' 
deftroy the common £nemy> Thqr maft fight 
it over again aftsFward among Thcm&lve^; 
to know to whom the Prize of the Vi^ry 
l^ongs. When iiich Divifions ate begun, it 
is hardly poffible to heal them^ or make 
them up. Bfutm and Cafj^w may have a 
I>^ger for Cmjar ; bat Amhmy and Ai^ufl$ii 
will have Annies for Them f and in a (hort 
Time> They will have a Sword for Each 
Other : Ami an the Condnfion, a. lAia may 
have SkiU aod Management enough) to dc^ 
feat die Fami^ 6i Auguftm of the Snccef*^ 
jSon^ and fix it on her own Son» ^berimu 
The fame evil Effisfis, in a prbpoctionattf 
Degree^ fdlow upon the le&r Ambitions of 
inferior Pedbns,, whether in Charck or State. 
Thoit^ Tfaefy cannot eraage (uch nume* 
rous Parties^ and caafe fiira extenfive Milr 
qbiefs ; yet They can diefiroy the Peaee 
of die Places where They Kve, render ufe- 
\tb all the Virtues of madeft Men, and j>y 
the Inventioai of mm DifibreBceSy otf die dex«* 
tcjws Management oifinmm ams, exdte Menu 
to hate aod: worry £^h Other i And d&xs; 
too,, when entirely ignorant of the aue Rea*?^' 
foo why ; yea, if They knew it, would be 
afoamed many of Them to be (k^ gr®fly im- 
pofed, upom For this. Reafon it was a \ait 
Eeoiark of Baron Pufeudbrfy that all Con** 
tpovofies^ where' LatereH and Power are con-* 
ceradi feemLirreconcikable : * *^ Aft ubiCon- 

*' troverfisi 

^De Confenftt & Diff. bter Proteftantes. f. $6. 
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^^ troverfis Dogmatibus innexa funt Eou^ii^ 
^^ inenta,«feu ubi ad conieirandam Potcntiamy 
f^ ac Opes qua^rendaSy Dogmata inventa aut 
*^ attemperata funt ; non eft quod credamus 
^^ difputaodoacratiocinandoiUaspolTeeverti, 
<^ faltem apud Eos quorum pecuUariter Li- 
^ tercft/* ^Tis plain in all fuch Cafes, no 
Aigument can be allowed Good that con.-- 
eludes againft their Profo and Power. Thefe 
Diviiions, among other Mifchiefs, have 
brought in a fort of inverted Li^ick ; By which 
the Truth of the Comlufim is not to be tie* 
termined by the Reafon or Truth of the 
Pretmfes ; but the Truth of the Premtfes by 
the Conveniency or Advantage of the Conclur 
fim. Nor is it to be wonder'd at, that 
Men fliould make thus bold with the Rules of 
fpecttlative Reafon, upon the fame Account 
They daily make bold with all the Rules of 
moral R^on ; or that They jQiouldfacrifice 
Truth to that Ambition, to which They 
have already facrificed Juftice and Honefty. 
But this muft fure give All, who are con** 
cern'd either for Truth or for Honefty and 
Peace, an Abhorrence of fuch Maxims and 
Pradices. It fhould make Men careful to ex-* 
amine how it comes to pais, that fome, who 
hav^ apparently no Rehgion at alJ, £hould 
neverthelefs be very forward Champions for 
a Churchy and extremely Jealous of every 
Danger, and the only Perfons who can fee it 
at an invifible Diftance. Suppofe They were 
for once to examine their favourite Notions, 
by their own real Syftem of Logtck i and con- 
fider what' thefe Di vifions were made for at 

firft. 
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firft, aria what They have been continued 
for ever fince ; They would then find out the 
true Conclufion They aim at, and by which 
all their Opinions are to be proved and made 
Good. For Inftance ,• The Church is faid to 
be in Danger really for this Reafon, " bccaufe 
*** fome Men want the Government of it, and 
** the beft Preferments in it/' The whole Ad- 
miniftration of the State is faid to be in bad 
Han^y for this true Reafon, '' that the Com- 
" ' plainants have it not in their Own.'' And 
'tis certain theie Men muft ever be of the (ame 
Opinion, while the fame Reafon lalls. But 
whether the mifchievous Tendency of fuch 
Divifions, with the Authors and Fomenters 
of Them, do not deferve the Refentment of 
every honeft Man, Every honeft Man him- 
felf may be Judge. And can an honeft Man 
ever think of dividing with fuch Perfons, or 
making one in a Company, where They give 
Motion to it and direct k. It appears to all, 
who can fee into the Truth of this Cafe, that 
it would be lefs mifchievous, and full out as 
honeft and honourable, to take a Purfe on thd 
High-way, or break open an Houfe, as thu^ 
by Party-Scandal to rob Innocent, Ufeful and 
Modeft Perfons of their Reputation ; or, for 
the fake of priviate Intcreft, or out of private 
Ambition, to break ' the ' General Peace oi 
Church and State. ' '* 

-Whcre^ Perfons of the tirft Rank, and fuch 
as are employ d in publick Offices near the 
Throne, become divided m their Views, or 
in tho& Regai^ds which One Chgllenges to 

• C hint'' 
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himfclf, in Oppofition to another, many and 
great are the Calamities that mufl enfue* By 
difagreeing Views and Defigns great Uneafi- 
nefs is created to the Prince ; and unavoid- 
able Difappointment, or Delay, is occaiionM 
to the Services he expeds. The Oncers of 
the Crown are the Kittgs immediate Servants 
in his great Province, the Adminiftration of 
the Government; the Eyes^ by which, hi 
many Cafes, he* mud fee, as well as the 
Hands by which he muft ad: ,• If they convey 
contrary Notices of Things, it muft leave their 
Matter in a Fluftuation and Uncertainty of 
Counfels and Meafures. And if they are pur-^ 
fuing difierent Aims, it cannot fail to produce 
either a fickle and unfteady Condu^ in the 
Management of the State, by their pointing 
different ways ; or ellc, put the publick 
Affairs to a fland, and obftrud a quick Dif- 
patch of Bufinefs, by one^s fetting it back* 
ward, as much as the other would carry it 
forward. And therefore no wife Prince wiU 
choofe a Motley Mimflryj who, arc in difltrcnt 
Ipterefts, and have Defigns diredly opppfite 
to one another ; But an emtire Set of Men^ 
' as far as they can b^ had, who are difpoCed 
intently to purfuc the fame Ends wkhbim'* 
felf. Thofe who have made the Experiment 
of fuch a difcordant Union of Servants^ ia 
Compliance with the Humours of the Fe(4>Ic» 
or fome apprehended Neceflky of Affairs, 
have hardly ever fail'd to repent of it; ajod 
have found themfelves oblig^d^, either to re^ 
tiurn to a moce uniform AdnitBiilratioD» by 
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Hands tbcy liked, or to throw themfelYcs en- 
tircly into Hands they would not chufe. 

But if a Miniftry fliould be ever (o Har- 
monious in their Principles and Publick 
Views, a good Prince may fuft'er as much, 
and be as ill ferved, by occafion of their 
ftandftlous Faftions and Contefts for Superto- 
ritj of Power, and Honour, and Advantage, 
as by their diredly thwarting his Meafures, 
No good Subjeft can think, without Difdain 
and Indignation, of the Uneafinefs which is 
fometimes given to a moft indulgent Prince, 
by the untoward Humours, and violent Squab- 
bles of thofe who have the neareft accefs to 
his PerfoD, about their own petty In terefts : 
When, it may be, all their Significancy i^ 
owing to his Favour; and they would have 
been in no capacity to make any Pretenfion, 
if he had not raifcd them from the Duft, 
It makes one's Blood rife, to think of Men 
upon whom the Crown has but too liberally 
heapM the Marks of Bounty and Favour i 
yet facrificing the Peace, and Eafc, and Inte-n 
reft of their Sovereign to their own childiQi 
Refentments, or to their unbounded Ambi- 
tion and Covetoafnefs. How often is this 
the Cafe ! Every one ftruggles to be at the 
Helm; and, unfatisfied with the Station he 
is placed in, employs all his Thought and 
Zeal in grafping at more than he is poflfefs'd 
of: And ih this CoUifion of proud and petu- 
lant Men, thofe Sparks fly about, that fet 
fire to . a Train of mifchievous Schemes and 
Practices, and fometimes endanger the blow- 

C z ing 
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ing up of a whole Adminiftratjon. Wheij 
Servants are thus bufied in provoking or 
undermining, and quarrelling with One 
Another, their Mailers Aftairs are negleded. 
There is a Feeblencfs in all their Publicly 
Proceedings, by reafon of private Grudges, 
They are no longer fubfervient to C5ne 
Another, in tlie Machine of Govemmeat^ 
to promote a quick and regular Motion: 
But Counfds are difconcerted , Bufinefs is 
at ^ ftand, or gpes on in a confufed and 
uncertain manner ; and their Sovereign bears 
the Reproach and Inconvenience of their 
Male-cpnduft. 

l^or can the ill Influence of thi$ fail to 
fpread it felf into the Community, when 
there is a Prince at the Helm, who has it in 
his Intention to do all the Good he can to his 
People. Indeed when there is a Prince, who 
aim$ at the Eftablifliment of Arbitrary Powery 
and the Invafion pf the Rights and Liberties of 
his Subjeds, it is happy for them when his 
Counfels are broken an4 divided : Thefc 
cjiffiprent and jarring Interefts among the great 
Men he employs, may fave a People froig. 
Ruin, who could hardly fail to become a 
Sacrifice to more united Meafuresi or at leaft, 
if may protra<5j: and delay their Miferies. 
This was one Thing that gave tim? for the 
glorious l^evolmion by Kpg Wi l l i a m ; and 
tor as great and h:i\)^y 2l Reftorarton oi our 
Afl'airs by King George's Acceffion- §^t 
when a Prince is in the Intereft of his Coun- 
try, th^ Cpmniunity ipuil fuffer*4n all that^ 
"' • - ' ' - ' • , ■ ^ which 
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.wWch gives the Head of it Uneafinefe, Diffi- 
culty, or Difappointment. Such Divifions a- 
mong his Servants only keep from his People 
thofe BleiEngs, which, as a Qommon Father^ he 
defigns them. 

The Enemi^$ of their l^ing and Coumry, 
take heart from the Animofities they obferve 
among thofe, who by their Stations are ex- 
pefted to be the chief Supports of J^oth : 
They refume new Courage to pradife tjipir 
Arts againft a divided State, and too often 
fucceed in their ill Wiflies. A Spirit of Di- 
• vifion is apt to defcend alfo to the reft of the 
Pepple, and Faftions to be multiplied and 
grow inveterate under the Shelter of conten- 
ding Minifters. The Cbarafter of a Prince, 
and of a )>Iation, fuffcrs at the fame time in 
the Opinion of Neighbouring Powers : Thofe 
inclined to Friendfliip, know not how to 
place a Confidence in them ; and their Ene- 
mies readily take the Advantage to give them 
Difturbance. 

ru fay but one Thing more, which I doubt 
with moft Sratefitien is likely to have greater 
Weight thaii the Conlideration either of their 
Sovereign, or their Country ; that their Di- 
vifions "are often of great Diflervice, '.yea of 
fatal Confequence to Them/elver. It doubles 
their own Cares and Fatigues ^ and makes 
them to be perpetually haunted with th^ 
pains of Jealoufy, or opprefs'd with repeated 
Mortifications. And tbo' a generous Prince 
jnay run an uncommon length of Forbearance 
- ; . with 
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with them ; yet if they go on to purfuc their 
Quarrels, to diftrefs the Government, and 
clog the Wheels of publick BnfinerSj they 
jhuft be infatuated if they think any Prince 
will be content always to live in a Fire of 
their making. No, he will procure his 
own Eafe, and the Satisfa&ion of his People, 
by difinilTing them to Privacy and Silence ; 
and furely they muft fall qnpiticd. Then 
poflibly, when both the contending Parties are 
)uftly tutned outy becaufe neither could be 
contented «, it may be no difficulty to bring 
about their Reconciliation : In the Time of 
their common Difgrace they may come to a " 
better Agreement ; but when it is too late 
to recover either the Favour of their injured 
Prince, or to retrieve that commin Interefl 
which they gave up to their private Conten- 
tions. 
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SIR, 

IF it may any way fuit the Subjeft of your 
next Paper, and if you have room for it, 
1 wifii you would fome where or other infert 
the following Quotation, out of Dr. SeiSi^Jleet's 
Sermon, preach'd at Guild-Hall Chapel, Sep~ 
temkr 21, 1673. 

That celebrated Author, fpeaking of feme 
Th'ngs pradis'd among the Papifis, which 
may deferve our Imitation, particularly men- 
tions "Their kffening of DSfferences among Themr 
felves, upon which He thus writes : " Altho' 
" with all their Care they cannot prevent 
" Ditierences, vet they ftitl endeavoar to ex- 
" temate them, as much as polllble ; and 
" boaft of their Unity, among Strangers, to 
'! their Church's Afliiirs. The great Wifdom 
" of 
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" of the Court oiRome lies in this, that as long 
** as Perfons are true to Them in the main 
Points^ wherein the Difference lies, they cart 
let them alone in fmaller Differences among 
^ themfelves ; and not provoke either of the 
" Diflenting Parties, unlefs they are fure to 
" fupprefs them, left they give them occa- 
'* (ion to withdraw from their Commuriion. 
^* They can allow different Rites, znd. Cere- 
monies in the feveral Orders of Religion 
among them; and grant Exemptions and Pri- 
vileges in particular Cafes ; as long as they 
** make them ferviceable to their commoa 
^^ Intereft, by upholding and ftrengthening 
*^ them. Would to God we could at laft 
learn this Wtfdom from our Enemies, not 
to V}iden our own Differences by inveterate 
Heats J Bitternefsj. and Animojities among our^ 
felves ; bht to find out Ways whereby the jDif- 
*^ fenterSy in fmaller 'ThfngSy may be made ufeful 
" for the maimatning the common IntereB of out 
** Church and Religion^ 
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Sbme Farther 

T H O U G H T S 

..UPON 

DIVISIONS 




Y laff SuhjeEl affords fikh ' a va- 
riety of Thoughts, that I hop6 
the Reader will not be difpleas'd 
to meet wkh a Secimd Paper upon 



The Difoifiam, \i7hich of late havfe prevaii'd 
among us, are too many to be numbred : 
The Churchy the State, publick Societiei, and 
private Famine's have all greatly fiiffered by 
them : And it is a Wonder They have not 
produced much greater Calamities than as 
yet They have. If They are continued 
in, ?nd no fufficient and efledual Methods 
can be found out to heal them ; we all kn^w 
what mull be the 'final State oi z Kingdem^ 
•r a Houfe divided againSt it f elf. 

A 2 But 
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But as we now find many henUtig Princh 
^/bravely advanced, and glorioufly defencj- 
ed, by the beft of Writers ; and fome healing^ 
Attempts triumphing againft all Oppofition 
in the Proceedings of our Legr/latur^ ; I can-* 
not but Hope we arc in the vVay tp 9 morQ 
general good Agreement aflong our felvcs, 
and to a more happy Settlement of Things, 
than has hitherto been brpuffht. about in-:thefe 
Nations*^ Whatever ott^Drfirencesima^ be, 
though Old Ones may remain, or New Ones 
arife, thofe will not hurt u5, could we once 
learn to make Allowaii<:es for Each Other, 
apd not g/ve way to divfdcd Views of In- 
terfft, ' or ; to' divided ' AffeSions for ^Paptie^, 
aJh-we 4iav« done. ■• - i ^. 

And now, whilft the outward Occafions 
of otir.Diyifi'ons 4re rcmonng, let ds alfo do 
wliat |vc can to take away the inward Mo- 
tives and springs of aU-our Cpntefts aWAni- 
moficies : ,For if the Caufescf Divijimsy which 
lie in Mens Tempers^ be not applied to^ we 
are like to reap but very little Benefit by 
taking away This or the Other Occafion of 
O^nce. If: a quarrelfome, envious, difcon- 
tented, impofing, proud Spirit i% ftill indul- 
ged, Men will find out fomething or other to 
raife Difputes about, and to juftify ; them- 
felves in their Vilifying and Hating Oac 
another ; But cure this, and Qur Piviiions 
woiildibon be at an End, 
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" It IS not (h^ the Ute Bifliop o£&frum^) 
the Difl^reaces themrdvcs that )(cep us afunr 
dcr, they arc too inconfideraWe fpr^hat ;'* 
('tis certain that in a multitude of Jnfh^nces 
They are fo,-) *'it is a Secret Difllke that w^ 
*^ bear One to Another. — ?— ,Our Subjefts of 
Difpute are only the Occafions by whicl^ 
Qur Uncharitablemfs wprks.; and if by bring"? 
ing ourfelves to a mpr; Q^xx^zn Temper^ 
that hidden Dffeafe were once cured, all the 
Sjmftgms of it would fall off of themfetves ; 
and Men would grow afhamed that they 
had ever fpent fo much Time, and fo Tumb 
^e^l, about Things which deierv? th^m fq 

'Tis certain that the great Caufe of all our- 
Divifions is Pride. Only by Pride (fays -Sc- 
Jomon) comes Cometttion. This is fome way op 
other concerned in all our Quarrels ; and w^re 
it poffible to fupprefs this, we (hould eithrr 
never tepn^ or fliould quickly ceafe to contend 
and fall out. 'Tis Pride that puts Snperim 
upon requiring or expe^ing thofe Things from 
fuch as are belinx) theoi, which are often very 
juftly refwfed. And 'tis Pride that puts btf^ 
riors upon fuch a Beh^vipur towards tbofp 
that are above them, as juftly excites Difplear 
fure and Refentment. 'Tis Pride that makes 
Men, whom Nature and Providence have fee 
upon a Levels continually flrive who ihaU b^ 
the Greatefl. ^Tis Pride that makes fome ghf 

Qifence^ 

♦ Exhofhttofi to teace and JJnity^ 
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Xttik'j who ihall be in Repute, and who fhall 
He under Infamy and Difgrace ; who fhalt be 
dignified^ and who fhall be defpifed, in the 
prefcnt Life. And All of them (hew too 
much that they are the Succejf&rs of the Apo- 
files in this, ■ ■ Cmending who jhaB be the 
greateff. Would but this Order of Men (for 
whom I am apt to exceed in my Refpeftjf 
Study and Praftife more that Dircftion df 
their great Maftery when He wafliM His Dif- 
ciples ^^,— — that 1%ey alfojhouldfo tva/hOne 
Another^s ; They would be better difpos'd to 
keep up a mutual Refpeft among Themfelves^ 
and I am fure would be ten times more ho^ 
nour'd by the World than they are. And 
would th%y firfl fet an Example of fubduing 
a difuniting dividing Pride^ I doubt not this 
would foon be followed by many Others- 

Tho' I muft confefs, it is one of the main 
Difordcrs and Infelicities of the prefent Age, 
that many of the meaneft Rank, and of tnjfe^ 
rior Capacktes, are puffed up with a Pride that 
is become alhaofl paft dealing with. Some of 
the mofl contemptible Creatures among us, 
yet think themfelves fufficient to direft Statef- 
meny diftate to Legljlators, and teach DoEhrs 
and Divines. They are not content with ima- 
gining themfelves in the right, as to their own 
Opinion and Conduft ; (for when Confciencc 
does not remonflrate againfl a» Man, he may 
conclude he is right, his own Underflandfng 
being his immediate Guide, by Divine Q)n- 
ftltution ;) but they will needs pafs their Sen- 
timents and Meafures upon Others. This fs 
^the Pride that makes iome Men intolerable, 

chat 
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that they cannot be fatisfied in Thji^king for \ 
^bonfelves^ but they will needs be Thinking j 
for AH about ihem. And when once a Man ' 
comes to this, fome are treated as if they had 
no Under/landing at all , and others as if 
they were obliged to repgn what they have to 
his Judgment and Dlreftion. And if all elfe 
were as tame and refigning, as he is aifuniing 
and arrogant, the World might be eafy : But 
fuch a Man finding Others as proud as he is; 
as opinionated of Themfelves, as willing to be 
Superior, and to have G^mmand as he is ; 
Quarrelling is unavoidable betwixt fuch. 
Neither will refign his Claims, and therefore 
Each refolves to carry his Point, by Force : 
And having form'd an Expeftatfon, that Com- 
pliance fhould . have been yielded without 
Difpute, he afterwards becomes eager to ex- 
tort h. Then a Party muft be made, and 
Friends and Dependants on both Sides lifted, 
and the Point muft be determined by thc/k-onger 
Party. Thus many times a Triile fliall be 
contended for, with as much Heat and Fury 
as a Matter of the lafi Importance, And! 
very often we fee, that it is not fo much the! 
Thing in cp^ite/l which keeps up the Quarrel,' 
as z.PunSiilio 6i falfe and miftaken Honour. 
Nor is it a Debate who Is in the rights fo 
much as who, fliall ghe way ; that is, in rea- ! 
lity, who fliall fliew himfelf the wifer Man. j 

Let Interefi at^any time come in to fupport 
a proud and ftiff Temper, it then hugely 
widens theDiftance betwixt. Men, and in- 
flames their PaiEons. Men are generally ob- 
• '' B fcrv'd 

- • • • 
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ferv d to be mighty fel^ Creatures, and to 

think nothing of fo much Importance in iz 

felf, or fo worthy their Regard, as their <nvn 

Interefts ; and in many Cafes they are fwayed 

by Acir petty Intereils too- They will prefer 

them to Truth, to Juftice, to Peace, to the 

PiiWick Welfare, and in a manner to evenr 

fthing. Where is the Perfon in whom a Senfe 

H^b' /of his own Intereft is always maintained, juft 

t as it ought to be, and no farther ? 

Can any thing be more evident, than that 
a Regard to private Intereft lies at the Bot- 
tom of moft of the Difcords and Quarrds in 
the World? Let Men pretend what thcfy 
will, they are not commonly tranfported into 
fuch a Warmth of Temper by a Zeal for 
. Truth,for pure Religion,or for the publick Wel- 
fare ; as for Pre-eminence, Dominion, Wealth, 
aild Secular Advantages : From 'hence the moft 
deadly Fends are raifed in all Communities. 
It is not becaufe the Government Is dilho- 
nourM, or ill fervM by Thofe in Place, that 
Others rail at them, raife Clamours againft 
them, and do all they can to heave them out ; 
but, if poflible, that they might get into 
their Places. On the other Hand, it is not 
fo much becaufe Men out of Power ate 
Enemies to the Publick, that Others endea- 
vour to difgrace andruine them; as becaufe 
They are dangerous Rivals, and fuch as bid 
fair feme time or other to gain tlieir Pofts. 
It is not becaufe Men have a Concern for the 
Church, that it is fo often in their Mouths, and 
They hirfd a Knife to the Thtoacs of Thofe 

who 
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whc^wiU not bplJow for k aslaodiy^^s thera- 
fclves; bqt bccaufe by this Cr^ft th^y fecure 
ti^cir oalns, ; ^nd by the Chariq of one Wqrd 
i^t underftood,. lord it over Others, ^nd lead 
them to ferye what Purposes they pleafe. 
Nor is it a(\yays, becaufe Meti hate Pejr- 
fecution, that tliey fet up for the Advo<;ate$ 
of Liberty, ^nd cry down Vipleoce in Mat- 
ters of Religion ,• but it is bpcaufe they have 
fome prefent N^d for this libeptj^ md when 
They hi^ve ferved their Turn , can upon 
CH^cafion bear h^rd upop Others, and wipe 
thejr Mouths, and fay they hav« done no 
Wrong. - 

Could Men be perfwaded to prefer the. 
pabUck Peace and Welfare to tlicir own pri- 
vnj© Advanti^ge, bow well would' it be with 
11$ ? Let Faii^, or Honoer, or Authority,. 
or Wealth be ibug^t after only in Subordi7 
lotion to Things of greater Moment; and 
whilft every Man dai'ms hk ovm. Rights, l^t 
Others alfo be allow'd Theirs ; and let none 
either value themfelves, or feek themfelves 
^ypnd what i$ fit; and thsen the preicnt 
Tun^ults .^f tjhe World wquld in a great 
m^afure b$ AijU'd, aiid a happy Calm would 
iprf ^d itielf through the Churches of Chrift, 
srid oyef th/e F^ice o^' the Eajth. . . 

I faid, tfejftt w ftould obtain a great 
A^afure of Peace by thus r^ulating the 
Views a<qd Aims of our own Intereft ; but 
ve Ihall nosC thoroughly compa^ a quiet and 
fel^tled St^tie, till the natural Fretfuhefs of 
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feme Mens. 'Tempers, and the fudden •i;#o- 
lint Paffions of Others are alfo correftcd 
and reftrained. Some Pcrfons have their 
Blood fo fiird with jicids, that* if Reafon 
and Princif4e do not very carefully watch 
the Conftit^t^oh, They will ever be upon 
the Fret : And if by Calamities and Dif- 
appointments the Spirit Ibould be farther 
foured, it will be hard to live peaceably 
with fuch. Very^ Trifles will make thefc 
Men uneafy. And when there is no fo- 
reign Matter of Vexation, they will be 
fretted with Themfelvcs,- and difcontented 
and quarrelfome, not from any juft Rea- 
fon, but from unhappy Inclination. Thefe 
Spirits, Upon every little Diflference, will 
run into Difcord, and the worft Inflances 
of Spite, Defiance, and Hoftility. They will 
bear no G)ntradiftion : But take Fire in a- 
moment, and give Fire to all the combuf* 
tible Matter within their Reach ; till at 
laft, all blaze out at once in a wafting 
Flame. 



Others, though not fo naturally peevifli, 
yet are violently Paffionate : either fir^d on 
a fudden into mighty Fits of Rage,* or 
fiU'd with a Refentment that goes deep- 
er, and a Revenge that (its br(k)ding on 
the Mind. Hence it comes to pafs, that 
innumerable Mifchicfs are Sometimes hatch'd 
out of little Differences and- Debates. Wheft 
Anger and Revenge- have f^W Pofleflion of 
the Thoughts, who clan be anfwerablc for 
the Conf^quence ? They are Murder and 

all 
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all manner of Miferies in Embryo : An4 
'tis no Wonder that Broils fhould hereby 
be produced in all kinds of Communities,! 
both Ciyii and Sacred. 

I know no Remedy againft the DiWHons 
which will thus arife from the Texture of 
the Blobci,^ but to take care that fuch Meo* 
niingle with Societies and Bodies of Peo- 
pie as little as mav be; The more they* 
are left alonej the ^better will 't6e Pe^'ce 
and Quiet of Thdfe about them be fe- 
curd :' .Unlefs they flioiild learn to rule 
their own Spirits, and theb they may be* 
the fitter to rule and deal with the difor-^ 
derly Spirits of others. 

But after all, there is one very common and 
prevailing Caufe of Divifipns, which is moft 
reproachful ahd unreafonable to continue from 
Age to Age ,• and that is Sufpicion and Jea-' 
Imfy. Men put wrong Meanings upon one 
anothei^rs Expreiffions, and wrbng Deflgns up- 
on one another's Aftions : And th6ugh tadi 
of them deny the Confequences which the 
other would make neceflary,. yet they Will 
not be brought to Credit one another, or 
to give up. the Debates between them. 
Thus foihetimes very fmall Differences, and; 
thofe only fpeculative Ones, ftall be im-' 
prov'd by a fufpicious Jealous Temper, fo 
as to be big with all manner of Mifchiefs, 
This produces very hot Words, and dread- 
fel Charges of Things, never fo much as 
thought of perhaps by the Party accusM. 
And thert is fo much Jealoufy in Humantf 
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^^aiurc> that wherever this is kt on work, 
it will go on with Maybe s^ till a Man is 
quite loii to the true and juft View of 
Things, and full of miftaken and frightful 
Apprehenfions. This too is fo fpreading. 
and infi^^tious an £vil^ that the Sufpicions 
of Qne (hall prefcfttly take hold of a Hun-* 
mil and then they ftrengthen One. Ano- 
ther in their falfe Conceptions. Like a Flock 
of Geefe that are at RciL rjo fooncr does 
Que make k Nbife, as if iome Dan^r was 
4t Hand, but all prefently fipt a Gagf^Mg, and 
put themfelves in motion, though \t be one 
of the moft hamkfs Creatures in the World- 
that is paflin^ By. Vtrgil imputes the dif- 
cofdant Management of CUtz^f in their 
making Parties againft One Another, to their 

^fndw Fears. 

] J^xoriiur trefidos inter Dtfcordfa Ctves. 



And pur famous Poet HuHbras has mad^ this 
ij^' Rife ojT opr C'ml fVars in ^ia»4 : 



: ll^en hard Words , ^ealmjt^fj and R^s 
. ISet Folks together b^ the Ears. 

• 4 

^t were earnefily to be wi£h'd fome Way 
pt other might be found out, to prevent 
t^' Regards thofe Incendiaries me^t with, 
who are ever creating DiUurbanccs, by 
their ^ealoujies and Sufpidfm. This Tam- 
per is cruel as the Grave : And there is 
np Poffibility of fencing againft the mif- 
^iuevou^s £ffe(^s and Influences o£ it^ but 

by 
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by rooting out, and bringing into tbfe 
utmoft Contempt, the Temper itfclf. 

And methmks, if every Man would but 
ftudy his own Make, and obferve his fo- 
clinations^ to Society, and what a conftittt- 
tional Fqidnefs there is t6 I'hofe of his 
own Kind ; He muft bef put upon doing 
his utmoft to refiify thofe Diforders whic£ 
break, and difappoint thofe pleafurible Woifc- 
ings of Nature. Men tove to hatt t'ht 
good Opinion of Others, and cannot heto 
fome kind of Sympathy, and are never fo 
eafy as when they are upon good Terms 
Dvith all about them: There is an inex- 
preflSble Pleafute in mutual Freedom and 
Confideixce,- and in paffing good Offices 
amongft them. So that if this DiTpofltibti 
was well attended to, it would make Meta 
continually feek out Expedients to improve 
it, tather than run into the leaft Quarrds 
or Divifions. 

Divifions among aflbciated Bodies of Men, 
engaged to One Another by natural Ties 
of Duty and Intercft, and ftrcngthened by 
Compa&s and Stipulation, is unnatural and 
abfurd : Like the Members of the fame ^6- 
dy quarrelling and contending with One Ano- 
ther, or defiring to be feparated and cut off 
from the ^otiyy which they are made to 
ferve, knd Which is the Life and Support of 
eiach. 

For thfe reryReafon Men combine togedicr, 
aftd come into the feveral Forms of Go- 

versmeac 
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vemment under which they live, to fecure 
Themfelves agiiinft common JDangers, and 
promote the general Welfare, together. with 
the Welfare of each Individual, beyond what 
could be done in a (ingle and feparate 
State. But Diviffon deftroys the original 
Defign of Civil Government, and crofTes 
the firft Intentiou of it. 'Tis highly /w- 
folttfck; for it difables powerful Bodies, and 
tenders Them weak by dividing Them ; 
like a Mutiny in a vidorious Army, or a 
Body of Horfe wedged together, which can^t 
be overcome till feparated from One Ano- 
ther. It difcourages the Undertaking, dis- 
turbs the Execution, and hazards the Sue- 
cefs of every generous and noble Attempt to 
fecure the Safety, and promote the Profperity 
of a People. It tends to difpirit Them, and 
render Them like a hale Conftitution exhauf- 
ted and emaciated by painful and pining 
Diflempersi They become Weak and Lan- 
guid, uncapable of any vigorous Aftion, or 
great Performance, upon any Occafion. 

A people united in their main Intereft^, 
and ading in concert, will make a noble 
Stand againft a powerful Invader ; and re- 
pel and turn a mighty Torrent; As the an- 
tient Britatns In this Ifland, though rude 
^nd undifciplined , vigoroufly oppofed and 
repulfed the firft Attempts of Juttm Cj^ar 
and the Reman Forces ; and We faw the 
Power of Union at the Revolution, when the 
Whole Kingdom a&ed as One Man, and 
with One Heart. But when People arc 
[ weakned by Divifions among Themfelves, 

can- 
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cantoned into Parties and FA<5li6ns^ mutt^ 
ally oppofing One Another, and driving on 
difierent Deffgns; what prodigious Advan* 
tage do they give a. common Enemy 1 How 
cxpofed to be^praftifed upon, and how ea- 
fy a Prey to artful Malice ! What has been 
more frequdnt, than for a crafty and int 
tricguing Adverfary, in a divided State of 
Things, to infinuate Himfelf into Both Par-* 
ties, under a falfe Difguife and fair Pretence ? 
How eafy has, he found it to ftrengthen un* 
reafonable Prejudices, . and enflame Mens Paf» 
fions againft Qae Another ? To give a wrong 
Turn of Mindi and falfe View of Things ; 
to flrike the* proper Vein, pufli on a pre- 
vailing Humour, and run Things to Extrei 
mity . , Tims. ; z' , eunning Adverfary ' will eafir 
ly praftife upoft a divided People ; fo as to 
prevent the moft hopeful Attempts of Acf 
commodation, and even widen the Difference^ 
and fee Them at a greater Diilance than 
ever, - 

XJnipn has been always efteemed a Mark 
6£..Wiirdom, as well as a Means of Power : 
It raifes the Charafter and Reputation of a 
Kingdom, and makes it appear Formidable^ 
at the . fame time, 'tis Beautiful and Lovely : 
In the Language of the Sacred Poety 'tis to 
look fair as the Moon^ clear as the Sun^ and at 
tlie fame time terrible as an Army ivfth Ban- 
ners : But various Counfels, unconcerted Mea*- 
fures, different Views, and open Difcord, 
iuik the Credit as well as weaken the Strength. 
It leflfens the Rgure a Body of Men would 
otherwifc make in the World, and lightens 

C their 



/ 



1 8 Some farther Noughts 

their Weight in the Ballance of Po\tcr. They 
become DcfpicabJe and Mean, and th? very 
Jeft and Scorn of their TSTcigbbours : And 
thofc who hate them, am fo ht from having 
any thing to fear from their Proceedings, that 
they only wait with a faialicious Pleafure, to 
fee Them bring about their own Riiin. - 

Indeed nothing tends more direftly to the- 
Diffolution of the beft Gxiftitution in the 
World, than Divifions among the Members 
of It. Hereby the Bands of Civil Society 
^re loofened, whidh hold all altogether ; aha 
the Foundation upon which it ftands is un- 
derminM. Divifions are of a growing Na- 
ture, and with the leaft Countenance, or even 
Negled, mightily fpread and increafe; like 
Weeds in a rank Soil : And when a Kingdom 
is divided in Two> and comes to have al* 
moil eqdil Parts, like a Globe cut in hai^ 
there will be near equal Strength on each 
Side : Then Things come to open Ruptures 
and fatal Struggles, then commence Civil 
Wars. Then Fellow-Citizens imbcue their 
Hands in One Another's Bloody and triumph 
in One Another's Ruin. This produces Chan- 
ges of Goveniment, Deftrudion of Liberty, 
and introduces Tyranny and Slavery. The 
Conftitution is broke, and the whole Beneiit of 
Government loH, or Things arc fix'd upon an 
ill Foot, and Mifery entail'd upon Poftcrity. 

The Divifions among the Nobles and Com- 
mons o£ Athens and Rtrnte^ deflroyed tbofe pow- 
erful Commonwealths ; and Divifions among 
the Jews ruined their Aftairs, when Jetufa- 

lem^ 
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iem was bcfiegcd and taken by 7?/w Veffafian^ 
And if wc look into ifaodcrn Hiftory, and the 
prefcnt State of the World, we 11^11 find that 
Divifions have altered the Conftitutions, and 
loft the Liberty, of moft of the Countries of 
Europe. We are aknoft the fingk Inftance to 
the contrary ,• and our Divifions, more than 
once, have looked very threatnfiw, and bid fair 
for the Overthrow of our Coamtution. 

If we confider our felves as a Chriftian So- 
ciety, or CoWedion of Mtn pro&ffing the 
Chriftian Religimy united under one Civil Go- 
vernment, then a dividing Spirit is moft con- 
trary to the Laws and Spirit of the Chriftian 
Inftitution ; which is fo pecaliarly above all 
others, proper to infpire Men with Sentiments 
of Peace, and univcrfal Love* ^Tis calcula- 
ted to fubfiue unruly Paffions, and breed a 
Compofure in every Breaft. Love and Peace 
arc the very Gervius aild Temper of the Gof- 
•pel. And though I don't find it meddles with 
the Confiitution of Kingdoms,- or Forms of 
Government; but leaves Thefe as it found 
theih; upon the Foot of tlie Law of Natiure, 
and the di^rent Coiiftitution of the feveral 
Coiintries : tet the Chriftian Doftrine binds 
down the Duties of every Relation, and 
ftrenethens the Obligations : As the juft and 
mcTctful Behaviour of Governors'; the dutiful 
Demeanor of Subjeds ,• and the peaceabfc 
Carriage of ail Men towards One Another. 
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P(nverSj net enly-fof Wrath^ hut Confcience fake -: 

^nAJubmitting our fslves to every Ordinandi of Man 
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for the L o Kt>sfKikf. Not to refiff the Powef^ 
becau& 'tis an Ordinance of God, and to pay 
'tribute. And, we are eyery- where requi- 
Ired \ofonQVi peace with aS il4fe», and as far cis 
fQJftble to live peaceably with AS. The great Foutp- 
der of our Religion fubmittedtQ the Civil Can-' 
fiitutiony when He was here on Earth; readi- 
ly payed the publick Taxes for Himfelf and 
his Difciples; and never broke any Humane 
Law in any lawful Inftance. And the ApolUes 
in all Matters of a Civil Nature/ readily 
obeyed^ tho', «i the Matters of their Goc^ 
their Maxlnx . wa§, *Tis better to obey G o p than 
Man^ So that Di viHons and Contentions among 
People is an unchriftian Wickednefs, utterly 
difowned, and entirely contrary to the Goffel^ 
in all the Lights and Views of it ; to the Pre- 
cepts, and Spirit, and all the Precedents of it. 
I only add,: i'tis always fo in its proper Na- 
ture and firft Defign, and genuine Tendency^ 
and "'tis never otherwife, but when accidental- 
ly, and by the greateft Abufe, *tis made . an 
Occafion of the contrary. 

* 

I kn^w .there are fonie M^ho will impute: our 
JDiviJiom to tha,t Liberty y which as Englijhmen^ 
and Chrifiiansy and ProtefiantSy I* have pleaded 
for : But it might be fufficienc to aniwer all that 
is offer'd on th^t Subjeft, to refer my Reader to 
rtheVthPapcr <j[f this Volqip^, which was written 
.pn purpofe ^qprf^vent the Abuf^pfUberty: How- 
ever, I. fhal) ihpre take Oopafipn to publifti> 
Letter horn one of my Correfpondents, upon 
reading th^t Paper, which may. perhaps give 
farther ^Weight to, whftt is therp. faid. 

TO 
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Author of the Occafioml Paper, 

I 

K 

% 

S I Ry 

I Was cxtreamly plcafcd with your late 
Paper upon the Abufe of Liberty* I . have 
long thought fpmething o£ that Kind rcqui- 
fite, and am glad you undertook it: For t 
am periuaded no Man could do , it better. 
The moft popular Pretence againft Ubertj tf 
private Judgment is the Very common Abufe of it. 
But you have efteftually removed that Ob- 
jeftion, by guarding againft every thing of 
that kind. And, provided Men keep within 
the Rules you have pre&ribed, it is impoffi- 
ble that: this Confequence jQjould ever follow 
upon it. If indeed they will give way to 
Pride, ^|id Humour y and Obfiinacyy and Pragma^ 
ticalnqfsy and SelfComeity it is not to be avoidr 
ed ; but ocherwife there will be no Room to 
fear it. And indeed the v^ry bcft Things in 
the World have been, or at. leaft may be, 
. abufed by fuch vicious and fiiforderly WoA- 
ings of Mens Spirits. 

Go on therefore, Sir^ with your Defence of 
Liberty. You may do it with more Safety, no v 
than you could before. I love a CathoUckSpi" 
rit at my Heart j and therefore have taken i^ 
your PaPe/s from the very firft, and recom- 
mended em to others too. They, breathy .a 
Spirit fo Good and Chriftian, that lA^xemifr 

ted 
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ted to wilh they came out oftner. Every Pro-* 
teftanty as fuch^ is indebted to you, and the 
Dijfenting ones partkularly. This Religious 
Liherty is one <rf the greateft Bleflings we have, 
without which Life itfelf is of no Confidera- 
tion i nay, rather a Burden than a Hafpinep. 
And as for the Dignity of our Nature, that 
we arc apt, and that very juflly, to value our 
fcivcs upon, what h it when this is taken 
away ? >Vc Alight as well have been Brutes ; 
Bay, better, if we rmH not exercife the Cafa- 
titksy and enjoy the Rights of our Nature. 
And I would thank that Man that would de- 
pritre me of my Reafon, at the fame time that 
•he would confine my Thoughts and regulate 
jfty Principles for me : And till he cin do the 
former, I thittk he fhoUld not attetopt the lat- 
tier. Nor will he do it, unlefs it be with a 
Defign to make me the moil Cmtemf title and 
Mijerable of ail Beings. If he would fhow his 
Malice and lU-Nature to the utmoft, then in- 
deed he takes a Courle proper enough to pre- 
icnd to judge for me, and to punifli me for not 
allowing him to do fo : But to do it for my 
Gocdy as he pretends, is fbmething too wild and 
abfurd to be believed. It*s Barbarity and not 
Kmdnefsy and one of the m6ft unaccountable 
Ways of Ihewing Friendjhip in t^e World, and 
the moft to be fufpefted of any. And as for 
the propagating oCTmth this Way", it is a 
perfeft Jeft, and what all wife Men laugh at ; 
all the Reafin and Experience in the World lying 
^ite the othet Way. And I will be bold to 
•fay, that the Truth which is propagated by Sir- 
werHy of any fort, let it be of what Confer 
tjfxtRct k will-, can tte\'er make* an^ends for 
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the In jary done by fnch Means of propagating. 
It. Nor would the Error prevented there by ,da 
half the Mifchief as the Method of prcvent-s 
ing it does. In fliort, the Meansy if they 
don't entirely defeat the End, as (heygeocH 
rally do ; yet leflen the Advantngs of it very 
much. So that it is as good, nay better, for 
the World to be without Tru$hy than to come 
by it on fuch hard ^emts. And it would do 
Icfs Diflervicc for Men to be left in an Enrar^ 
than to be cured of it this Way. The Remed;pt 
is woi^e a Thoufand Times than the Dife^ fc. 

Good God 1 when fliall Men letm of The^ * 
the Method of propagating TV^i^A, and take 
the Way that thou thyfelf doft ! When (hall ' 
they imitate thine Example here, the Wifdopi 
of which lies in its Gentlcnefs, and Kindnd$i 
and Sweetnefs, and its Suitableneis to the Ka^ 
ture of Man^^ and its Conducivencfs to the In- 
terefts of Society, and its Aptnefs to promote 
the End 1/ 

But it is pretended by feme, that Sivaritf 
does not take away private Judgimnty but ra* 
ther promote it, by quickning a ^erfon to 
think more clofcly and thoroughly of Things 
than before. That is, in (hort, chaining a Per- 
fon to a Poft does not abridge him pf his Lir 
berty, but rather enlarge it. Rifum teneatU 
Amici! It*s amazing to hear Men talk at this 
Rate. And I would ask thefe Gentlemen what 
they would do with the Man, that Is by this 
Method brought to think more clofely and 
thoroughly than before, if after all he is of 
the iame Mind that he was bjetbre I Will they 

take 
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^ke off the Penalty he lies under ? No ,• They 
doo't fey that they will, . or give us any room 
to hope that they will : but rather they'll in- 
ereaje it, to make him think more clofely and 
thoroughly ftiil ,*: and foon to the End of the 
Chapter. To what Purpofe then- is jt for a 
Mar). to think clofely and thoroughly, when- 
tfao^'hedoes it never fo much,^ if ftiU he re* 
matins in the fame Mind as he w4s a,t firA, he 
is ftlll Fiuedy and Imfrifomdy and Outlawedy and 
Excmnnunkated.i $o that all this U but (ham, 
actd they had better fay, as I ami fure they 
mean, that the true Defign of Severity is to 
prevent All frivatt Judgment. And this indeed 
is what feme will not ftick ' to afl'ert, and 
therein aft a more honeft Part, becapfe a more 
op^n.and undifguifed one than others. But 
ffie fatal Confequencesof this they would dp 
Mjefl to conffden , 

- 1 could enlarge much upon this Head, but 
I am loth to take up too much Room, in ypuc 
Papery or be any Hindrance to' yourfelf and 
i^tber^, that can lilt jt up much better than I 
can pretend to. If this will contribute any 
thing to your Defign, or if I can do it any 
other AVay, I fhall be glad. I leave it to 
yjou to do with it as you pleafe, either to in- 
here it in. your Paper or Not : And am 

Hour Admirer and Servant^ 

> 

Philelb^thjerus. 
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itAY^aiidPlibfick Agings hav^ 
T been tfet7 antient, and may be 
1 inndcentand ufeful' utidet c^heCoil- 
f i&a (rf Wifdom and Virtue ; . ani 
* where there is a ftria Regard to 
Trpth'iAii pecency, without any thing ihock-^ 
ing cfr.oftebfive to Modelly and Religion. 
Therek no'Neceffity of Liberty and L^fc^ 
wfs, of mtc EmbeMiflmienti of Oathis an<( 
Ia^5^ccai^6ns, pr any tfiing immoral prpfii^ 
fane, "ftiw ^tifes from the vicious Di%Vifio(l 
' of tfi?'?oi^,Or the falfe Tafte of the AudfericCj 
dot noth the' Namri and Re»ibi} of th.4 

Thing: 

They' aw capable of befii^ rfiadc i^ pt"(^e| - 

Eitertainitfent to virtuoui Minds ; tfity tiizf 

be tUitcd, t6 conve^ right Notions, and tp 

tzifc iUfd irh^Covc ourl^eas-^f Virtue, and 

A a ' Loyalty'. 




4 Of Flays and Mafqturades^ 

Loy^ty*- *^ Frten4&ip. There -are Ibnte 
IdiUiicej of dich Peribtmances in the Service 
of Religion, wbete^the riv«ly Itnlges, and 
bcalic£^. iMcripaon^i mightily engage and 
deiietit die Mind : As the incompaiable Mr. 
Boylt s Theodwa and Dydimus, a Sacred Romance. 
Crotms's Tragedy o£ tljc Pajjim ; and Btubor- 
nans Jephtha ; and Minms Samffon, Agmi^s. 
Thu may -^a^y be io orderedlas to yuivey 
iV£yf Inftrut^ns, ani^ifefiil R|les of ^l-Jfe ; 
by vicing tne Step#o?-ochchAdvance«»ent 
and Honours, and of their Capacities and Ser- 
vice to theWorld ; aOd bf rA:oinni«nding brave 
and worthy Actions, and makii^ them ap- 
pw ■Qli'VnK a|fi JoTclvpirrte Jtigl«s oft a fitr; 

Errors of their Condud, and the Reafons and 
O.tcailons ot" their Fa^ ^d MisfortuBfc- -They 
axe proper to reprefent .(he .Vices and FoUira . 
of Men to a Difadv^fage, and put '^henii 
9yt of Countenance ; . ^orally the Fdlies of 
the Great, and make fafljioijabl? Cuftoms ap- 
pear ridiculous, wliich'^re grown ;tj9o,obft^ 
nate, or are out of the Reach of btficr. Me- 
thods , of Cure ; and ^o promote t|ie Ijave of . 
our Counrrj', and a Zeal ^oij th^putjlKfi Wel- 
fare : To I'nfpire Meti with ' sentiments of 
Liberty, and generoifs ^Rt^ardsj^'and^raife^a 
juft Indignation of Arbitrary Goyqrnmea't, 
and Slavith Subiniflion, ' Mr. t)eiipu$JUwdu- 
iion, and Mr. Addijon's Cato were feafonable 
p^ifonnances,. and often a^ed.tp.. gop'd Par- 
pofe.' ' Or to recpmmend private Tfiehdfliipj 
to rjife Tenderriefs and Compa0iQn to the 
MiTerles and Misfp.rtunes of Qthcr.Men; an^ 
linptove thi Office^of inutual Love aha com- 



Ideas, of Things^ in our Mind^. . When th(} 
^ko\i%\iti Atil y^h the Expf^flion :tpiiitiful, 

j«ria ^ r#gPiV^;it.Jias4,&«8g*Fpw^: 
W^ftiipftw fef e|i*W d^p 7f4g?4^ aflfeds the 
|diod>.upoiiaJ4>v?.§iibjed) ariid;Eo.*n:fll.Pur7 
pofe^-r^ Aod.5W!fe(bfi»n,dQ|ib$. bwc^ifisp^^bc 
Sl]c»!d m nghp/ Way, : ^ ma^e 'i{jp];iriceable 
J»ia,iaQrew^rt>jia9diiobljEJi;n(sl,?/cj ;/ . , 
,r:3rbf^:l &Mift J#A«c to thqSiibJB^.I am 
^iP0P,^afld as'wbAtixilgbt w^U jfd GoppciyM 
»i..inf:rt^7i!?#orj^;bBt what fc.hardlyjj to >e 
e^Egts^ed m/r^^^^irpm the .£^1^ «^^f« Ne^ 
ther qat Pqefas, ppR A^Prs, nor xit A#flicnce^ 
th^r encc^ragf; ;hem at jprefent, , fhevriig. any 

Pijpo&tipii to fuqb^virtuous^Performance;^. Ap4 
hepcei^ cbm^s ca^pafs, that fuch a Play as; ^a$$ 

^eifig .prpdiu;d bi^t very rarely^ it only Serves 

|Q4P.M^rdiM^ hiyd^^^ig ^ ^^ bqtter and 
lobener Part of, t^„ Town^ . jcq. f hofe. Diver^ 
jgppsj whictv in the common Qqi^rfe of them^ 
ave the moft.pcrnicipus/ThiqgjS -in^ iJic eWorld- 
^d formy pyraP^jt I can't help wiihing^ 
th^t eitl^er all;Dt;uiat^ick Entertaiqnjents we|:t 
^\.^^Cato\ ixi^ tJK>if of that fort ; or e]fe that 
^ere were none fuch : For, then, l hf^pe in a lit7 
^ Time there would be none at. all: Every 
;hing of this kind, when iU afi^ied/ makjes 
{bo(e publicly Ri^prefentations greater Inftrur 
pieiitsof Mi%i)i©t^ .. .; ,. • 

^ Tiie modern yStage is calci^hted and. der- 
iign'ctio fill the. Mind with faUe Notions of 
jEiqnour, and wrong Sentmientsof Things ; to 

corrupt 



fiobs^ ot Vistue^ ami to di^t^ byl^efffki, 

tO'CVCtyEvil^ ..." f'T-.'... ., *.*.:,. \i 

-r^ TheMifohief done to 4M& Ydtfth k'^*^ 

Life i^^ei^M^f ^^^'^ wkh t4i#s t^tk&hiGxs^ 
tiORS <if PleaTiM^ or fo ajpt M -Ib^ ted dtf ^ 
it fiMIr %U ibhat h (ttioM,^ aad tlftit nk}uiretlr» 
te»feM& of Thought : AmI wiien Fkaiin^^ll 
dreis'd out ' tb Ackamagcf, aiid t^cMiuMifdttf 
(ijr^d^itig'&iiages^ Mtotifol Ifeftrfptibns, 

imidi- mott^ foiciUy a^ it; infinuate initt 
the He;i«, pcfleils a{idi3a|>th^ every ASM^ 
tt of tfteMinif? AndMi^ieli,^ id thls-A^F«f 
r, Mc<», from a rMrtufitf Vi*afeity of fi&Af 
ktion,'tetethe Fatigue and BngageiMilt'«f 
*,«*ine(8i how eafily may th^,,fey thtCc Mttittitt 
be utterly ^duc'd from ki And {ziAoilg i 
tradit^ Peot)^ tfeisl ils a MlfclMef fo bt dtei^i^ 
amS ftutfa td the 1^ Degree : Tritft'^ 
Qtifrlng' IiliJtiftry aikl A^lfci^h^otn^'tSiarch^ 
Mind be fecht «!) ft, and cttgagfcfiftii^/' ^-i 
The Men of- LeKikearehotihdbcd id nHi^ 
coiicem "d ih this Reflefti^h'j'littt ftt th^ 
may be ruinM by takiDgf foeft' a wrong TutH 
o# Mind itf Y<>uth. Par a Mlrtdikiattcritt^^^il* 
et^ty^thjjtiig/butneafiire, is a'Mfed enervate^ 
dilfolv'd, pwt entirely out df'its pwtt PofTcfficiil 
ind.' Power-; and a Mafr of fpiih a TcnS^ 
is in.a Manner loil to the rcfi'bf Wic SpccWi 
hc^ is at the J&ccfc of every 'Vinton Imaginar 
!t^n, at ;the Gall' of everjr tiitipdng Ofa/eai 

- ■• 1 ' V' • ' • 
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(ftlid te% prmiircl ^oii to imdt hJmfiAf dOim 
6|itl»evX)rofs df the bdeft Sen&afiUyr I 

^Msfem:, ace ficeed jb the li|ft' iE}^< to fe^ 
this Inclination^ to give a RettfiMtcijaU tbf - 
^hjpr' and Adfiiintf Hcafiires rof. the. vtiiti 
WA^ ^ionft past x>f iMankind; ^Vieers$ parnb 
•d ^' ifi RepreTeittadoD vafily > bey oml ^Natiire^ 
iMTet off with al|^ the poffibk A4vmitage% 
toth of Woods ^td :Geftujrds, ai}4 atl the Eot 
ehantment^ of Mtifick. And when the. Maa 
^ a natural Tviih of Mind towards ieofu^^ 
8fiitis£i&ioii$y and Jias ilung off jOI Re^d fo( 
Buiinefs; whataLeiigth may he be carried bjl 
ffie^^llpatGic^l Direrfions ? Hiti is fwimming 
with the Strean, and thefe Rqmiicn£ati(m« 
tdd^4Myoad w})at can be i!iiagiii^d4o^thQ:V4a^ 
fence of the Cuferent. . For isrhere t^ bold 
BfaJbhemer i;s the Heno, the diilohite.Rake is 
the 4P4ne Ge^tlanaiiy die Stmmpet ^ W<)r 
kiasi 'of Ghacadier aad good Breedihg ; . wher^ 
l^ejMati of Virtue arid Probity (eiieo every oae 
^o has not qaite 'mxn otf all die ImpreffioK 
^ a i^ood £ducation> and has feme? Religioti 
aAd CcKikicocc kft, vrfio can't fweac deverl)r, 
tfamt) roundly, and /in impadently) is rep«h 
ferited as the inoft de^cable and wortble& 
WMtck ; here the very JBoimds am Jirok^ii 
4ovm between. Virtue and Vioe* ' That whjc^ 
^d^ engage Vioneiation; i^ aiapofijito SciXji 
:^nd' Contempt : Anxi that which fbould create 
i3<»rM^ IS) by fille Ht^ and Appearaiwrt 
tt\ olf with Charms; made to inflnnatc ja&o 
^leiHeart, and that, in a manner itrefiftibly, 
confidenbg the Brepoflei&on q£ the -Mind in 
farwur of Vanity and Vice. WhaJ Multi- 
tudes 



WAtB lia^^ in this way, ! Ifaen carttei {oflF 
from all ScfUe of Virttie; ^Ad'^rskwnkiMtkti 
Uott difhlutt €ovffk^o£ l£k*rAhd hoitriAia- 
^^a noble F^ilyi has; %ithiii iiieans»l9)% 

^ But i;^er<bour fcenical Porfitaiartces lefiiiv;^^ 

tious, -the]^ are naturaliy'4itt)edito< do l^fcl)»«f 

to" tho< flkhi fart of MMkifiii» Hv'ho.arp.tliB 

moft pt^^ fdr carrying: Trade and B^St^ 

to afly-^Hei^t; . For whkh ResfoD^. iP 6^ti e0. 

6ther^ 4hey miiH i>e a Nctiftilcb jta any PU^ 

depcfn^ifiiuponTrafiick;; The Plan of 4iiOi(l 

tff chefe H;fe](xpefbitationsci5!ii0mxi0ffrib^ and^tht 

Condudof^hein'fuUof Intmgue. ^ [\ 

T Tfcefiifft bfthefc is natbtaliy fitted 'to-'lHit 

the Imagiflatidfa oa the.fiuttei^ afld^giveithiV 

iMiiid a dUkd^e' of every Thing conimQn;>ii4 

iiot'veii^r apt to furprize;- Aiid JibwloddHI 

'Tarn-is 4:fais for a Man who mitft keep pto4r 

^ding on; with a/ Mmd^ inte&t -apoa his Bi^^** 

iiek, and be- contented 'to drive as it will go.? 

Indeed the-^Pr^K&oc in Trade is thcjUeroim 4 

HomanceJ Hd miift thinfcdnt of the .Way^ 

'and gr<](ur riiich. by a Cofif:£ Ealat. And (huf 

'niany> times, iiegets broken Bones by encomi* 

tribg Wlpd-nuUs j lor i breaks his Neck by 

building' Gaftles in the Aiif. This is the.petj- 

fca Romantick Turn of Thought ; a T4<ikc 

^cf nothing bo& what is'^oddf and aftonifi^ing. 

^And' how naturally does th^ long exff&^efl 

winding 4ip of the PIay> and the (urprii^qg 

Ifiueof itAtlaft, give the; Mind Tuch aJPiy*^4s 

'this? It is vil3>le.that.fuch as frequenc tl^s 

♦ Thi?atre; cfpecially in "the. gay Scene of Life^ 

^ take this unhappy Turn. .They put on the. rqr 

' maiidck Airland talk in .the; romantick Ton« a 

^ - • their 
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their common Conversation is throughly 
tinfturd with this Jargon; they become 
bold, eiicerprizing, and yet efieminatfe. 

For it 'muff be remembred that all the 
Courage of a romantick Hero i$ infpir'd by ^ 
Miftrcfs ; it is the nieer EfFed of Love, and 
this, for the moft part, of the bafer kuid. He 
c^n coiiibat Giants, ftorm Caftles, attack 
Armies, . encounter Lions and Tygers, hew* 
Dragons to pieces j he can climb Rocks, ahd 
fling himfelf down a Precipice, to recommend 
himielf to a beautiful Damfel, and thus open 
a Way into her Heart i for the divine Thing 
has full PofTeffion of his; and the dear Image 
brooding on his Mind creates that generous 
Ardour that fparkles in his Eyes, flour iflies in 
his Arms, pufhes him on to the moil hazardous 
Attempts, and yet parries him fafe through all 
his glorious . Dangers. If he had not a 
Miilrefs, if his Heart were not full of Devo- 
tion to the Female, he would be as unehterpri- 
^ng a Man as the reft of his Kind. But what^ 
an Elevation of Soul does this Aflfedion give 
him ? What Bravery does it infufe ? it makes 
him bold beyond all Bounds. The more hazar- 
dous the Enterprize, the more reafonable is it 
in his Account to undertake it : He (hall the 
iQore recommend himielf to her on whom he 
dotes ,• and this is the very Height;^ of his Am- 
bition, t'he very laft Thing he has in view. 

What a Mixture is here ! a Mind foften'd 
to the laft Degree, by a criminal Paffion, fq 
that the He;:o, many times, whines and faints 
and gafps for Life, through the Vehemence of 
hi^^ Love ; and yet a fudden Gleam of Hope, 

B a plea- 



10 0/ Plays and Mafquerades. 

i pleafing Vifion of his Idol, fliall recall cx-» 
piring Life, colled all the fcattcr'd Spirits, 
put Warmth into the whole Man, and girc 
him a Vigour more than mortal. His Hearc 
fiiall not (hake at the moft frightful Dangers, 
nor his Strength fail in the moft fierce and 
bloody Encounter. He (hall fight any Thing, 
and never flinch from the Battle, nor yet be 
worfted in it. This is the Infpiration of 
Bays, and all this Courage and Bravery is 
the Eflfea of Devotion to a beautiful Lady. 
And the Language and Air, that is at once 
effeminate and enterprizing , foft even to 
languilhing, and yet fo bold as to be full of 
t>efiance, is the true romantidc Strain. Such a 
Turn as this do the Reprefentations of the 
Stage infenfibly give the Mind and Manners 
of thofe, our Youth fpecially, that attend them. 
A Turn that is indeed vifionary and cnthufi- 
aflick, and of 5dl Things mofr unfit for Trade 
and Traffick. 

But the Conduft of thefe Reprefentations 
IS very intriguing ; The Plot of the Play is the 
Mafter-wheel in this elegant Machine. The 
Teat Art of the Poet lies in carrying on one 
tefign thorough many a perplexing Circum- 
ftance, to a certain and commonly a furprizing 
End, though not always over honourable or 
very innocent. N6w this generally flrikes 
the youthful Mind, full of Vigour and Quick- 
riefs, and f6nd of Novelty and Surprize. At 
firft, perhaps, 'tis only ftruck with the aflonilh- 
ittg Events: But by Degrees he falls into the 
Conduft of the Play, and obferveis by what 
Steps it proceeds to this COnclufioni and how 

through 
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through many Intricacies and Turnings the 
Thing in View is accomplifh^d aiid brbi^ht 
about at lafi. And this, by infenfible De- 
grees leads him into the Contrivance, gives 
him a deal of Satisfadion in the Succefs of 
the Intrigue j though the glorious Uplhot be 
many tiniest no paore, than cheating a Parent 
to Aeal a Foctune, deceiving a Friend to de^ 
bauch his Wifi^ making a Man kill himfelf to 
be revenged on a profperous Rival i or a Wo- 
man embrue her Hands in her own Blood> be- 
caufe (he had ftain'd her Honour and could 
not continue to be lewd, and yet keep up her 
Reputation. And this fort of intriguing b- 
pens all thofe fecret Scenes of Wickednefs> 
that ihould, if poflible, be ever kept con- 
ceard, and remain as dark and unknown^ as 
they are black and deteftable. 

But the very intriguing Humour itielf 
corrupts, and gives a Turn no way proper 
and fuitable to Trade. It carries th^ ^^an of 
Trade oft* from his proper Buiinefs ; for he 
has other Schemes to lay, and other Intrigues 
to carry on. But if he fhould think fit to 
tranflate the Theatre into his Shop, or the 
Exchange, and purfue his Defigns according 
to the Schemes he has feen laid and profecu- 
ted in Plays, he will be in great danger of 
lofing himfelf. Should the Man of Buiinefs 
always afted to aft in the Dark, carry on his 
Dcfigns under ground, and perplex all he has 
to d^ with, that at Ull he nuy (bine in up- 
on them at once, and furprize all about him, 
by opening his Defign, he would foon ruin all 
bis Credit and Intereil. Such a dark clan- 

B 2 delline 
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deftinc Method may indeed ferve to conceal 
and difguife a Knave ; but however Knavery 
may fucceed in fomc few Inftances, with par*- 
ticular Perfons, it muft, in general Pradice, 
ruin all TrafEck. It is frank and open ftnd 
honeft Dealing, that muft raifc Credit and 
engage Cuftomers. The intriguing Turn muft 
be exceedingly pernicious to t^le trading part 
of Mankind. And Methods- of Diverfion, 
that at once teach the Art and iflffnuate the 
Love of Intriguing, ought therefore to be 
efteem'd particularly unfuftable and dangerous 
to a trading People. 

But though the Danger ^nd Detriment to 
this particular Set of Men, from Jlutertain- 
ments of this kind, be very obvii^s and re- 
markable ,• yet thefe are far from being the 
only Perfons that are like to fuflfer by them. . 
This Mifchief muft be more extcnfive : 'Tis ge- 
neraj, as well as great,if we con/ider the dired: 
Tendency the Stage has to deftroy all manner 
of Truth. And by this means Plays become the 
Root and Spring of all manner of Diforders. 
*Theyareapt to give others, as well as tfie 
'Perfons above mentioned, falfe Notions o£ 
Things, and to lead all that frequent them in- 
to faife Schemes of Life ; and incline Perfons 
to aft upon a view of Things in their own 
'Fancies, which carries them. quite acrofs to 
the Courfe of Things in the World. And 
^ then Men quarrel with every Difappointment, 
and will rather difturb the Order of Nature, 
and vilify the Proceedings of Providence, and 
ponfound all about tliemj than ^ive up their 
^fvijd Projefts and Expeftatipns. Their Heads 
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-arc ever working about one. ufelefs, if not 

. J>afe, Intrigue or other, infiead of applying 

themfelves to the Bufinefs of Life. . They ;ire 

: btulding Caftks in* the A&, when they (hould 

be laying the true Foundation for Glory and 

: Happinefs ; I mean, attending to Adions 

:.that are wife and beneficial,, and worthy of 

Praife. 

^Tis the Ruin. of Servants to have their 

; Heads filled with a company of airy and 

towering Expedations^ makes them think 

;]themfelves prefently above their Stations, or 

leads them to play innumerable falfe and un- 

..faithful Tricks in their Service : And it gives 

them fuch a roving Temper, that they will 

never continue long in any Station, nor make 

it their Study to fuit themfelves to it. 

""Tis the great Caufe of Difobedience and 
. Undutifulnefs in Childreny to frequent Plays, 
•and to be converfant with Romances : They 
thereby grow into a Contempt of all the Or- 
ders of a Family, and the Commands of Pa- 
rents ; and impatient under all manper of Re- 
. ftraint, though never lb prudent or neceffary. 
..They are ever contriving either to impofe 
upon! the good Nature, or to call Contempt 
. and S;lights upon the Anger and Rfefentment, 
of thofe to whom they fiiould be fubjeft. 
And 'tis ten to one, but by fome of thofe 
Managements which they have learnt frpm 
the Stage, they (hall bring about Matched, 
or Revolutions in Families, which fhall ruin 
the Glory, Credit, and Comfort of them. 

And then after Marriage ; 'tis this that 
. ^eads niany a young Coufk into thofe, wild ' 

and 



34^ of Tlays and Mtfqueradesj 

andexpenfiVe M^ii^gcineotSi that render them* 
felves the Scorn, and their fifiates thc,9»y^ 
cL thofe about them. 

'Tis the i2lk Reprefentatioos of Things 
in Plays, that tempt married. Po-fons to be- 
come unfaithful to one another ; and to (Ourt 
the Afie&ions, and give themielvses up to the 
Embraces, of Strangers. Here we muft.chai|{c 
in. a great Meafure, the lofs i>f that Family 
Conduft and Government, which gave fiidh 
a Greatnefs to fome of our Ancefbrs. The fe- 
fticution of MarriMge itfelf is the common Jeft 
of the Play Houfe ; and every Thing that is 
wife and regular in that State is expos'd to 
Contempt. 

The Suge teaches Men to throw the ut- 
moft Contempt upon Magiftrates, particulady 
the City Magiftrates, The Names of God, 
. and Christ, are moft trivially us'd, and 
Sometimes raoft fhockingly biafpfaemM. The 
Priefthood is icandaloufly abufed, and 9II man*- 
her of Superiors are infulced. The worft 
Vices are encoirraged ^ . and the ' brigi^xft 
Virtues are (iillied and difgrac^d. The Churcb^ 
I fay the Church, is moil fcutrilou/ly treated. 
And infamous Endeavours are made to create 
in the Minds of Men an utter Abhorrence of 
the Society for Reformation of Manners, to 
whom this City and Nation ftand fb much 
indebted. The Scriptures are burlcfqu'd ; 
and all Religion is undermined : In ihort, all 
the Order of Things is inverted ; and if the 
Stage prevails as it has b^en mana^'d here in 
England, even by the Direftion oi the moft 

celebrated 
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oetebrated Poets^ it muft throw ail into Dip* 
order and Confufion. * 

And we have nufflberlefs Inftances of all 
thefe Enorttiities, even fince Mn Colh'er com- 
{(lain^dfo juftly and loudly of the IneorrigHle^ 
nefs of the Stage t So that there is great Reafofl' 
to repeat what he has Taid upon that Head, 
in his Short liiffuafive from the Play-Hmfey iti 
1703. " iThfe Poets y indeed (as that Author 
" obfcrves) finding their Caufc exposed by 
** thofe that writ againft them, as too grofi 
^ and dcfenccleft, and that the Force of 
*^ Truth would prevail, they laid down and 
^ left the Field, The Playerx alfo met with 
^* farther Infirudion : The Ufws were let loofe 
*' upon thfem : They were difciplin'd at 
*^ IVeftmir^-fM. However, all this Con- 
** viftion • and Difcouragement won't do. 
They are proof againft Reafon and Punifh- 
ment, &g^inft Fines and Arguments, and 
come over again with their old &iiut and 
^ Profaneftefs- One would think, by th^r 
•* defperate Pufliing, they were refolv'd to 
* exterminate Religion, and fubdite the Con- 
** fcience of the Kingdom. 

What that Author adds in the next Page^ 
wt k\2LVtJYtJh Occafi<«i to obfcrve and infert ; 
Muficians and Players; of late, having fo many 
of them found their Way hither from foreign 
Parts. " As if the old Batteries were too 

** weakf 



"^ See' Inftances of thefe Things in 1%e Evil and 
Var^c^ of Piap^ hj Mr. Betftd^ Chtjdaio to his Grace 
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Wak, they have ftrcngthcn'd the Attack, 
and levy'd Recruits of Mufick and Dan- 
cing beyond Sea. There was great Occa- 
fion, no queftion, to draw down more 
*' Forces upon Fleih and Blood ; and to 
*' fpring a new Mine, to help ftornoi the. 
" Scnfes, and blow up the Pailions to Com- 
*^ buftion ! And when People are thus 
*' thrown off their Guard, and difarm'd of 
** their Difcretioli , the PlayHoufe is ad- 
mirably furnifli'd with Provifion to (cizc 
the Advantage and improve the Qpportur 
nity. 

After this Mr. Collier pbferves, " That 
the Republick of Romcy before Julim Cafary 
ftop'd the building of a Theatre ; beings 
fully convine'd, that this Diverfion would 
bring in Foreign Vice, that the old Roman 
Virtue would be loft, and the Spirits of 
the People emafculated. This wife Na- 
tion made the Funftion of Players fcan- 
•'^dalou^, feiz'd their Freedoms, and threw 
** them out of Privilege and Reputa- 
*^ tion. *'* And then coming to our own 
Conftitution, he ftiews, f " That .the Players 
^' are forbidden to a& and fcatter their Iti- 
** feftion' through the Kingdom, under very 
** fevere and infamous Penalties. In the 
** Reign of the famous Queen ElizMbeth, 
*' there was an Order of Queen and Coun- 
" cil, to drive the Players out of the City 

*' and 
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* Defence of the View of the. Stage, Q^c^ f. 8 J. 
t DiflHaf. p. 12. and View 9i the Stage, thap. 6. 
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'^ aed Liberties of hmdm^ * and to puU 
doMiti die. I'MmreSj which was executed 2(t- 
cordifl^y/' To this I may fubjoin^ that 
ail JJcauns to ' A&or& or > common Players 
are taken' xway by a .Sr^tfflir^ f in King Jamix 
i. Reign* And fince Mr. Collier writ againft 
the Stage^lJUrehavie a Statute made in the 
'twilfah Ycatr of tihe Reign of her late Ma^ 
jefty QucefP Anmy intitled^ ^ AEi f§r .ndk- 
ting the Lams' reloM^ to RAguety Vagalnuds:, ftUtr 
dy B^gaiofj jtud J/krranUj imo one AEI of Pmh 
liamenri Jifiiesein it is cnadsd, among ath^ 
Things^ ^''i That all .Fencers, Bear-ward^ 
cominbn' Players of Interludes, &c. fliaK 
be takeaand judged Rogues and Vagir 
*^ b6nds ^ and the Gcmftables, or othcir Inkibb- 
^ tant^i mayi bring £ich before a^ Jafiice of 
** Feacd^to'beexamia^d. . 

^^ And every Perfon xkclar'd to be a 
*V Rogue,, ^c. by this Statute, (ball, by tbd 
^ Joftice of Peace, be fent to the laft Place o£ 
^^ Settlement, Place of Birth, ,&c. and mav 
*^ bei :pubiickly whip'd and fent to the HouU' 
'' of G)rre&ion« 

*• Coitftables, &c. who^n^eft their Doty^ 
^ in thii rcfpeft, to forfek Twenty ShilHngi. 
*^ AM ali Perfbns molefting or hindring the 
^* Exeoation of this Ad:, io forfeit Twenq 
^ ShiUings. 

Thus we fee the Senfe of our own Lc^f< 
fiatuite in this Matter. And Mr. Collier ha& 
aflut^d' us that there are ifeveral Ewrepean 

C Countries 
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t^ Of Plays and Mafyuerades^ 

ICoantries that .would never endure Stage- 
Piasys in any Form, or under aoiy Regpfa- 
dons. Is it npt a Pity that any.fliquld coun* 
. tenance tb/it in; one Capacity^ which they ib 
(reely cenfure and condemn in anodber ? 
r And yet notwithftanding thisy vwhich Teems 
.to have the Nature of their publick Proteft 
againft them, igreat Men have Jbeeii faid to 
-deicend fo low} ^s u> be . prefent, even at fome 
of the meaneft of thefe Entertainments. Per- 
-fons of the firil Rank in Liie have fbewn a 
Fondueis for this. Method of amufing them^ 
^felves. Tho' . perhaps, there.are not\e whofi: 
Orcumftances and Stations they lefs iuir, or 
•whofe real Interefi they lefs fecve. ! A Giurt 
can Jhardly ever (countenance and atte^ Diver- 
fjons of this kind^; without fu&ringi b/ them. 
All expenfive Pur£iits after cPfeauice, all 
Infiahces of £xcefs> and .Luxury, naturally 
lead into diflionoucahle. Methods of Manage- 
ment. There mufl be fome way.xif gathering 
^ain, what on thefe .Qccaiions is laviflily 
fcat&ir'd. * This paves the Way . ta all Ex- 
tortion and Rapine, to the greateil Corrup- 
pion and Abufe of fotereft and Power. This 
lays a Court opcn,-( either to the Iniults or 
the Pra&ifings. of neighbouring States: Of 
which we haveiviaad a.melancholy and unde- 
niable Inftance in the Reign of our. late good 
hatuf'd King Charles . II. And both from the 
Nature of the Thifig, and too frequent Expe- 
rience, ^tis plain, that .the giving, into this 
merry gay way of Living, muft neceflarily 
five a wrong Turn to our gay Youth of Qua- 
ity. It will make them incapable of tliat 

cldfc 



Of TUys and M^fiiuerades.' 19^ 

clofe Though^ and thorough Apphcatipn, 
without which \is impoffible to ftine in any 
Poft of Eminence. It takes off their Minds 
ftonoi every Thing that would enable them to 
make a decent Figure in Life. They meef - 
with nothing there fuited to give them on^ 
ferious Thought of laying Schemes, draw-*^ 
ing Memorials, or writing Letters of State. 

And bcfides this, the giving themfelvcs^ 
up to fudh Entertainments ' and Diverfions- 
as Plays and Mafquerades, will very much 
debafe them in the Opinion of Mankind- Ir 
will not only fpoil their Tafte and incapacitate 
them for Bufincfs, but it will give other Men 
very mean Notions of them. The Accompany- 
ing with Men every way fo much their In^ 
feriors, can never be i way to fecpre the 
Refpeft that is due to an elevated Statioft, 
or a publick Charafter. Great Men, even 
when they unbend or relax, ought to thinfc 
it worthy of feme Meafure of their Care,' 
that they do it with Decency* Their 
Minds are no more capable of uninterrup^" 
ted Application than ours are. Some Di-* 
verfions therefore arc necefl'ary for them. 
Only let them, for Kind, be well chofen. 
And let fuch and fuch only be admitted to 
partake in them, who arc fome way fit to 
be their Companions and' Aflbciates. Will 
it not abate of the Awe and the Refe- 
rence that \s due to their Characters, if the 
Entertainments are very mean, ludicrous and 
unmanly? or if in the attending upon them 
they fet themfelvcs upon a Level with the ye* 
rv Dregs of the People. 

C a With 



ao Of Ptfjtf 4ni Mafquerades^ 

With fucfa Company, jit is x^a very noible 
a{i4 grand Entertainment to be a Speftator of 
Qthers Reprefentations ; but ^is ftooping ftiU 
lower to become an A&or. Certainly ti$ a 
mean Employment to divert and entertain an 
Audience, to appear in diifereipt DrefTes and 
Foftures, to put on a various Humour 
and Faifion, only to excite the Mirth and 
l»iti^hter of others, where there is no Pre- 
i^nce of Inftruftion or Advantage. 'Tis 
Tfti^ch beneath the Dignity of the Greatj and 
letTens the Regard to a Chara^er of Wifdomt* 
and Poft of Honour ; and there are nobl^F 
Entertainments^ and mpre maply Qiverfions^ 
than to ad: the Jefter^ and ta go to CMJrefiA 

Pl^y. 

^ I am very fenfibl^ that 'tis an Apprehen(ioi% 
of it$ Fopukrity that has been the principal 
Indi^ement to M^n pf an advancM Station^ 
^ fiipw any Countenance to tbofe lefs repu-> 
^able Piv^rfiqns. They have thought it gpod 
^Olipy> ^ti4 a likely n^a^ tp gain the ASko-- 
tion and Applaufe of the Multitude. Ifut 
^e|) it oiight. tQ: be Qonfider^i, that it muft 
\)fi thf Weak, tbe Vitious, the more depraved 
ot; thp Populate, that; ara this way to be 
g^ni'd > PerfoM , upon whofe Integrity, or 
AbiU^y to ferve a Governments it can never 
be Vifc. Q? f?fi?.ltiO rgly ; while by fuch a Mer 
tl¥>4;of coining tb^ito, the more Grave and 
Tbiiiking »m<?ng thtk Subje^as 4re Ihock'd, 
i£ not loftj atnl whc^y efiranged from them. 

I would fain hop? therefore that The fr« 
TtMer Exir4igi:4iiajy • had good Reafon to 
^pubt of the Truth gi thole Reports that 

have 



Of V lays arid ]^!hfq^^i^dJes: li 

have been given out^ that Pla^ and Maiqae* 
rades tre in a very uimfual, almofil unprece^ 
dented manBcr countenanc'd and entourajg'd 
by the prefcnt. Adrainiflratioa : £f|»eciaily, as 
to thofe latter. For whatever fa vonraiblc Com 
ftroSoion may he put upon the PerferiHance^ 
of the Scage^ yet the late Pradice o( Maique^ 
lading ought, in an efpecial manner, to be 
protcfted againft by every honeft Man. 

^ I wili not tetieve, fays that Anchor, 
^^ that this Masquerading is fuch a favourite 
^ Diverfion to fome of the greatefl among ns, 
^^ as is iniinaated : Or, that Magifimtes are 
^^ by this G)nfideration deter'd from doinj^ 
" theft Dutyr No, I know thcfe are falfe 
'* Reports, wbofe Authors, if they could bd 
'; folind out, deferve to be feverely punifhM | 
*^ the Indecency, the Frequency, the Danger^ 
^^ die Place, and feverat other Circumfiances, 
^f perfuade me that ^tis mther the Suggeftiotf 
^* of thofe, who, under a puiflant ^lame, 
^^ would (helter their own JLewdnds. Out^ 
? . ArcfabiOopS and fiiftops , our Sec^e- 
^^ taries of Stare^ drr. wotild more : carefully 
'^ watch over the publick Morals, and th^ 
'^ valuable Lives that might beinterefied by^ 
' - l)eing prefent at fuch a fcandalous Meet- 
^ ing. * 

Niiy, methinks I could almoft believe, pei:r 
haps becaufe I wifii^that they would readily give' 
iti to a Teft w?re it once proposed to them,' 
whereby every Man fhould be > render 'd inca- 
pable 
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11 Of ^li^s dnd Mafcjuerades^^ 

pable of any Pofi of Honour, Trail: or Profit: 
who had been ever feen at a Mafquerade. 
. And I the rather think this, becaufe I knoni^ 
the very . Origin. of thofe riotous Aiiemblies 
among us^ mull exceedingly prejudice,the Per- 
Ions I am now fpeakii^ of, againft them. 
^* For (as an ingenious Writer has obferv'd)^ 
^' they are an Innovation introduc'd into this 
City by a Fratch Duke, whofc chief Bafi*- 
neis it was to ifed^ce us by fpecious Ap** 
pearances ; and to undermine the Virtue of 
f the Nation by fuch Methods of Luxury, 
^^ and fnch Maxiofis of Policy, as we are {art 
^ they neither did, nor can approve. " * 
. The fame Author has two. or three farther 
Refleftions on thefe Entertainments, which 
I can't forbear tranfcribing from the iam^' * 
Paper. ^' Mafquerades, fays he, may pa&' 
*^ for a very Arch<^ntrivance in Countries* 
*^ where Jealoufy pafles forWifiiom ; where* 
" every Matter of . a Family locks up his Wo^' 
^^ men ; and where the two.Sexes never have 
-, an Opportupity to convecfe promiicuoufly,' 
^ but in.Difguife» In Great Brkain the Ladies* 
*^ are as free as the Gentlemen, and we have" 
^^naDiverfioQs; norpublick Amufements, in 
'^ which the one may not appear without O^' 
** fance, as frankly as the other, in their pto- 
** pet Perfons. They muft have very mean 
^! Notions of Politenefs, who can imagine this 
^' Outlandifli Extravagance any Improvement 
•- to our National Diverfionst The wearing 

• - of 
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Of Plaj^ M' Mafyuef^^ XJ 

^ ;of 2Xi odd .Mask> xnt awhfKi^(ical Hibit is a 
^' very poor ])4;echanical Way of . being ,wu:ty; 
f^ Atxd I am pteas'd to find our Mafquerac&rs 
cc^npleatly: aukward in their borrowed Cha-> 
rafters. Without anfwering; Qiieftions they* 
^ exped their>Drcis fhould i^ak for thcmr 
They ftalk about like a. Crowd of Mutes ^ 
and the great Room in the lAty Market up** 
^^ on thefe Occasions, refemhies (faid. a plea- 
^/^fiint North: Britain) the Wardrobe. of foinc 
" : antient Go^ick King, animated by Gob^ 
*Mins. '^ . i- ' ' :t 

:. " If we compute . the Expencc .of .the HaP 
1^ bits, and the Expenfiveiwfe of the Sub-: 
fcriptions, to: furnifh out thofe Scenes of 
FoUy, the Cg&iiributors will Juftly fall un^ 
^. der the Cenfure of a fevere Proyerb. . Per-: 
^Vfons of Quajity and Fafluoh fliould neyer 
f^ debafe their Liberality, by laviChing away. 
Money, to ciouifttenance in a publick Man-* 
^' jier, any Contrivance, which can never tend 
to. improve any ^ kind of Knowledge or Eic-^ 
"cgan<» inLife.'.'* 

: And a little lower he adds, for the Inilruc^ 
iwn ipr Repnoof of our fine Ladies : " The 
^" Women of Quality in old Rome would not 
*^ have disbur&'d the fmalleft Piece of Coin to 
^^ fupport a Mafquerade ; and yet would, in 
^5. a fiody, make the largeft Subfcriptions to 
^* ferve the State, even to the Generofity of 
^f I parting with their very Bracelets and Jewels 
** freely and unasked, for the Good ot their 
^ Country. '\ 

Was it an unnatural Refledion which the 
Honeff Genikman reprcfents himfclf as making 
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14 Of ^l^s and'Mtfqfierades. 

on his mdmdbaky Dicant 4ipoD this SobjeS ? 

The Govertmeat, mcthought^ fays he^when 

I waked, mu&. be afraid nor only apoo a 
<' publick Aecotmt, for fisar.: theie might/ 
*^ Meetings {hould. prove dangerous to thef. 
^ Commdnwealthi but alio eadi for him&l^ 
^ left he ihould fiod his Wik or his Daughters 
^* concette'd iii this Extcaragance. *' 

And when Beribns, that can (& throughly re^ 
medy theie Evils, are fo particularly and 
nearly coocemfd, will there be no Regard 
Ihown to the earneft Cries of this great City; 
That hiar i¥oath;.iiiay not be inivAedi and^ their 
Bichnations dr$^tm off from thdr ProfeffionS 
and Emptbyments ? Will tht Sighs and Tear^ 
of many ono^ ^ftourifhing, but now difconTo^ 
hite Families, ruined by the diflfolute Live^ 
of their chief Branches^ who loft their Virtue 
by frcquentkig theie fatal Encertainments, 
mov^ no CompafBon? Will the eacneft Soli-' 
citation of the wife aodfobec Part of the" 
Kingdom^ to ^are the fmall Remains df 
Principle, Honour and Confcienoe, to Qpp 
the fpceading Plague, prove ititt iocfit&usi f 
!£' all this will not do^ but Men will go on 
with inexorable Cruelty, to poifon the Mind!^ 
and ruin the Morals of the Nation ; I muflf 
be allowed to fay, there is nothing tobeexpec-' 
ted from the Attempts for Reformation, 6^ 
the Preaching of the Oetgy. 

Preachers may uige it a» the necefifary 
Duty of the Pec^le, to avoid thefe Occa- 

fiontf 
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fions oE Evil, arid yet the People will almoft 
run Qut of the Church to, be. at them* They 
may.ihew them how the'y rufli into Snares, 
and they will rujb into them.. They may tell 
them from ti?e Pulpit how they court Temp* 
tation, apd invite all the Powers of Vice to 
try their Utmoft upon. them ;'.tfiey will court 
Temptation, they will invite and welcome 
the Tempter Aill, tho^ all Hell follow at his 
Heels. The Churches may e'en be fhiit up if 
the l^afiijuerades be kept^open- 'Tis Miracle 
iduft bp added to preaching, to fave our Reli- 
gion, as well as at firft. to eftablifh ir. Thefe 
Pradices are in Defiance to the very Defign of 
Preaching the Gofpel, which isy To turn Me^ 
from thofe Vanities to the Living God. It is aU 
ruin'd aqd deftroy'd therefore by thefe Divet-* 
fions. , 

I may Vent;ure to . fay, that the Apoftle? 
themfelves vsrould have had no Succefs, nor 
.Chriftianity gained Ground, i( its Profeifors 
had been allowM thefe Pomps and Vanities^ 
which at their Baptifra they renounced. To 
* join in thus vyitK the World, the Flelh, and 
the Devil, is a renouncing their Baptifm, as 
truly as BaptiiGn i$ a renouncing them. 'Tis 
a Proof that the World, the Flefb, and the 
Devil, are too hard for Baptifm arid Preach- 
ing. 

'Tis a fmall Matter, in Comparifon, the 
cxpoiing the Charafter and Habit of a Clergy- 
man on thefe Occafions, as is often done. 
The Mifchief lies in the Confequence of fee- 
ing fuch a one play the Fool, or lead off a 
. Mafque : The Farce being afted in a religious 

D ^ Figure^ 
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Figure, the Abufe ftrikes ftrotigef upon the 
Senfe, the Contempt is better fpread, and the 
little Idea is apt to return upon the fame Ap* 
pearance : And what good can the bcft Ser- 
mon in the World do upon a Mind fo pre-*- 
poflefs'd ? The Prcifoffeffion contraded irf 
favour of the pleaftrrablc Sin, renders a Mart 
impregnable to the ordinary Methods of Sal- 
vation. If they warn the People of D*iger, 
and prefs Mpn earneftly to fly from it i if they 
point out the fatal Rocky whefcbn lb ifaaiiy 
Shipwrecks of Modeftv and Innocenet havfe 
been made, why, 'tis^ tnpij: Trade. 

I cannot but herfe call upon our Uivincs ; 
f)h ceafe your other Quarrels^ and unite your 
Thoughts againft thefe growings Mifchicft, 
Shew a little Zeal fomerimcs for rfieEifenecpf 
your l^eligion ; fpend not all your Flattie 
about Rites ^nd Ceremonies ; For if Mafquer 
tades and Plays go on as they have done, they 
will , in time, leave* you nothing but thofe 
Ceremonies of all Rtligion ; and tfiatV pretty 
much the fame with none at all You have 
po Succefs to hope for, while thde Abdminah 
tiotis are indulge, whWe thefe unhallowed 
Groves and fltgh Places of ^nimoralfty are ftt^- 
quented. You will either not be heard at all, 
or heard to no Purpofe. 

The ne^t b^,d Thing tp aiSting thefe, i% to 
encourage them by being prefent at' them ; 
^nd the next to that, is to be irtaiftivc aild fl- 
lent, while lAiis evil Commtmicatioh corrupts ail 
good Munners. 

A private Writer, |abovemention ti , has 
1^^ ioftly obfcrv^'d, ^* That it behoves the 
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Civil Magifttate not to authorize^ nor even 
to tufitr any Shews orSpedacles o£ a^pub* 
lick Nature^ which do not, in fomo d^^e, 
improve (at leaft, not corrupt) the Klinds 
*t of the People while they are diverted/' ^ 
Bot 1 have not yet heard, that there has '^ any 
^^ Magiftrate fliewn himfelif fo honeft and 
'^^ couragious as to come with his Pojfe of 
^^ Conilables and Watch^ and> after he has 
^' read the Prociamationy break up fuch a 
^^ profligate Aflembly. Several to be met 
^ wifh there, are Vagabonds by the Statute* 
^ At fuch a Time of Nighty in fuch a Place, 
^' at fuch a Time of Year, employed in fuch 
' Work, as he will fee ^ that he finds, they 
^^ are liable to be feiz'd and fent to Jayl: And 
^ his path> and Duty^ both to God and his 
^ Country, oblige him to be adive in fup- 
^ preffing fo horrid and unfeafonable a piece 
/f^ of Riot, which no Country upon Earth has 
" ever fhewn the like of in all its Circum* 

f^ iUnces.t 

But if the Abufe Ihould continue, I can't 
but hope there will be found fome who will 
exert themfelves in correfting and fuppreiSng 
it- Efpccially fincePfind it obferv'd in a 
late ChAge to the Oratod Juty of Mddkfex, 
that one Play^Houfe ruins more Souls than fifty 
Churches are able to fame ; ^ and that the Maf- 
querades lately fet up, even in Lent^ arc a 
Scene of |Lewdnefs, a Congrefs to an unclean 
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l8 Of Plays and Mafqmrddes*^ 

End ; the Debauchery is here begun, zn<i 
finifli'd in the Neighbourhood. 

The Mind is over-run with the Amufement 
of thefe Diverfions, and • is^ coihmonly good 
for nothing fomc time after. If they become 
frequent, the Minds of Men wili be good for 
nothing to Eternity. 

'Tis entring into a Ldague with the World, 
the Flefli and the Devil, Nature, Paffion ind 
Art, againft Reafon and Religion. They; 
cherifli thofe very Paffions which *tis the very 
Bufinefs of Religion to difcountenance and 
conquer ; they ftrike at the Root of all Prin- 
ciple, and draw off the Inclination from 
Virtue, and fpoil all good Education. 'Tis 
the moft cffedual Method to baffle the Forcq 
of Difcipline, to emafculate the Spirits, and 
debauch the Manners. And yet thefe Syrens 
go on to devour the Unwary : And Men 
continue to fay, the bcft Blood of the Nation 
is tainted with the Infedion; - 
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The Cartefian Categories ate contained in thefe two 
Verfesy 

Mens, roenfora, quies, motosy pofitmray Figura, 
Sunt, cam materia% canftarum £xoTdia reranu 

'The Spiritual Naiurej Mens, is at the b^ad of Allf It 
ought to be looked on herty as a TCtanfcendent Nature ^ 
quas vagatar per ornnes Categorias. 

Bayle^s Di&ibn. on the Heathen Define of 
many Genij. Se& C A INI TE S. 
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iSeffiJ^T is a Mat«to of common Ob> 

^ *' ^ fcTTatioD, that theft is a rafi Va- 
^ '* 1^ riety in the Bsst of Meni Mitult. 
^3^^ iSomo hare a Tafte^ens Way of 
. JLmtig, feme of ;uiotb>rj ioma 
faave a^Itan- for oAe Had of EmployiBeii^ 
others for what is quite difiereat. whcthn 
this be from the Ccauticutioa of the Mind it* 
^gf^~ "jis 'fomc Gi0ii9 ftrv ' more ' ape ro pfOvucc 
fome Plants aad Herbs thaa others ; ox 
from the Laws of Unioa between the Body 
snd Muid, at fomc QJautcs a«i more kindly 
to narft particniar Vc^tftables than Others ; 
or from" the jmniAdiatie Impulfe of that Povf-' 
CT which fOTctns the W^ld, is not & eafy 
to determine^ 

We afcribe this to a difference of Oem'/is a- 
mongft Men. Genius was a Deity worfhip- 
ped by the Anticot idol»terj : Sometimes av 
the God of Nawrt ; fooMtimes as the Cjod 
of a particular Cfty or Country^ or Fmtttainj ok 
- A a fPicJ, 



4 0/GEN^US. 

^#W, x>t the like; fianetknes as .thof Guar<* 

dian and Dircdor oizfittgU Perfon. . 

• • •• * 

4 

Exuitur^ Geniumqi yneum proftratu^ adorat. 

- Fropert. /• ^ El. ^. Fi 43. 

The Heathens had a Nouon, that every 
Mail upon his Birth was given up to the t 
Condud of Tome invifible Being, who was to 
form his Mind,^and govern and. direft his 
Li<e. This BeinM the Gmks cslM ^ 4«/l^ 
or Atfif&^Moi^; the Eatinsy Cenius. Sooie of them 
fuppos'd a ** Pair of Gentj were to attend 
every Ma» from his Birth ; one Good, always 
pitting him; on. the Pfa&ice of Virtue ; 
the other Bac^ prompting lam to. a vicious 
Behaviour ; and ad:oixii^ as jtheir ftveral 
Suggeitions were moft^ attended to, the Man 
J>ocame.eicbcr Virtuous or Vicidus in his In- 
clinations r i\nd fixon this Infliiaff^^': which 

■ .'i .'« . i! . ' 3 '.tii/ 'lo, *< • tne 

\ 
■ ^t Terunt Theolcg}; in Uic'em etB^sHSMnibis cintEtlSy 
Saha firmitate fatitiy hujufmodi ^t^dMfj\ odif . aSus 
rtSafO^ numina Bmarii' Admium P^tlmm fUfWfft"^^ ^ 
fa^ qHoimultipUces auxete vhtutes, I4^He &^.dracu}4t 
& Atitdres docuerunt pYitcUrK Ammian Marbet Lib. '£i. 

Evft«^ ytvofjiiPa (Auf^tt,yay6i ri gits^ Menaii. 

4. ScH Genius Natale comes^ qui ten^tyat 4fff^fh 
Nature Deuj HujnatU, /Hoi^. ; 

'** Volunt unicuifue Geriium afpojttum Ddmonem h$- 
rum &• malumy hoc eft ratiojjem qu^ ad m^Uora femper 
hertatuty QP liliidinem-qn^tad pejoray Mc e/^ Larvs 9» 
GfinUii mslHMy ille-, bonus Genius &• Lar. Serv. in 
Virgil, Lib, 6. v. 743. ^ , 
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the Gmius was fuppos'd to have towards 
forming the Mind, the Word was by de- 
grees made to ftand for the Inclination it- 
fetf. Hence |*| indulgere Genio with the Lxt^ 
tins fignifies > to give Scope to Inclination, 
and more commody to what is none of the 
befc. On the other Hand> $ Defiraudare 
GmiuTH^ fignifies to deny Nature what it 
craves. 

B u T a Gemus in comman Acceptation a- 
roongft nsy doth not barely anfwer to this ] 

Sen(e. The Pmdus Anima is to be taken in- ' 

to 'its Meaning, as well as the bare Inclina* 
tion ; as Gravitation in a Body (to which ' 
this bears great Refemblance) doth not bare- 
ly imply a determination of its Motion tor 
,wards a certain Center, but the yis or Force 
with which it is carried forward ; and fo the 
Englijb Word Genim, anfwers to the fame La- 
sin Word, and Ingenium together, f Ingmum 
is the Vis ingenitay the natural Force or Power 
with which every Being is indued i and this, 
together with the particular Inclination of 
the Mind, towards any Bufinefs, or Study, 
or Way of Life, is what we mean by a Ge^ 
ni$H. Both are neceflary to make a Mad 
ihine in any Station or Employment. 'No- 
thing confiderable can be done againft the 
Grain, or as the Latins expreis it, imnta Mh 
mrva^ in fpite of Power and Inclination. 

'' Forced 



^*\, Indulge Genh : f^pamus dufiia. Peril Sat. 5. 
(. Suum dtftaUdans Gentunu Tereot. Phoim. A£l. i. 
t Irfgemum quafi htui genii^m* 
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^* FcNSt'd Scodiei, iays | Smu, will nir€t 
^ anfwet : The Labour it k vak where Nft- 
^^ tore recoils. Indeed^ where che Indkatioti 
towards anf Thtu^ is fitong^ Dilketxre and 
Application will k a great Meaiure fttpply 
the Defea of natural Abilities f But thtia^ 
only is iv^ fimih'd Gemm^ when with a ftrong 
. Indkation there is a due Froportiod of Poftet 
and Vigour m the Mkd to purfue it. ' 

There isavaft Variety of thefe Licli- 
nations among Mankind. Some there ate 
nHio have no bent to Bufinefs at all ; but^ if 
diey could indulge b^ilination, would dote 
out Life in perpetual Sloth and Inaftivity : 
Others can't be altogether Idte, but indine 
only to trifling and melefs Employments, or 
fttch as are altogether out of Qiara&er. Both 
thefe forts of Men are properiy good for no- 
thkg : They )ttft lif^ and help to * confinsie 
the Prodods of the Earth, but anfwer ii^ 
valuable End of Livkg, out of Inclinatioft 
i mean ; Providence and good Government 
have fometimes made them ferv jceable agaioft 
it. 

T H & better, and in Tntf h only vahKlbTe^ 
Part of Mankiad, have a' Tom for one fort 
of Bufinefe or odier> but with great variety 
of Tailc. Some are addi&ed ^o deep Thought 
and Contemplation t Some to the abftraaed 
Speculs^tioas of Meuphyficks ; ibme to the 

evident 
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4 JUMe refpondem Ifigtma cooBm ; fttB^ante nahtrA 
♦ Fruges cQftfumere nafh Horait* 
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ffident Demooftnttions of theM tthematicks ; 
feme to the Hiftory of Natuie, built u{)0& 
ttue Narration 9 or accarate OUervations 
and Experiments : Some to the InventicMi cf 
HjfpofktfiSy to folre the vatious Piammmm. 
Some afl^ the fhidy of Languages^ Crtctr 
cifin. Oratory^ Poetry, and fuch like Stodies. 
Some have a Tafle for Mufidr, fome for Hi** 
ftory and thole Sciences which mufi help t^ 
Accuracy in it : Some have Heads turned for 
Politicks, and others for War^. Some few 
there are of fuch quick and ihong Faculties, 
as to grafp at every thmg,- and who have 
made a very eminent Figure in ieveral Pro;* 
feffions at onoe. We have known in our Days 
the fame Men learned in the Laws , acute 
Philofophers, and deep Divines : We have 
known odiers at once eloquent Orators, brave 
Soldiers, and finiflied Siatefinea But thefc 
Inftances are rare. 

T H a more general Inclination among Meu 
IS to fome Mechanical Btt&ie&. Of this there 
js moft general Uie for the Pufpofes of Ha- 
inan Life, and it needs moft Hands to catty 
it on. The bulk of Mankind (eem turned for 
ibme or other of theie Employments, and 
mskc them their Choice ; and were not (iich 
a multiplicity of Hands engagedin them, great 
jpart of the Conveniencies of Human Life 
^ould be wanting. But even the Multitude 
of thefe Employments leaves room for gctat 
variety of Inclinations, and for di^renc Gi" 
mjy to di^lay and exert them&lves. 

This is an admirable and wife Provifion 
t^ anfwer every End and Occafion of Man-* 
1 ' kind. 
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kind, for a fare and harmonious Concurrence 
of Mens Aftions to all the necefTary and uk^ 
fill Af&irsof the World. When in very different 
Ways, but with equal Pleafure and Applica- 
tion, they contribute to the Order and Ser- 
vice of the whole. Mr.Dr^/^.has given an 
Hint, how we mavforni abeautifiil and plea^ 
ling Idea of this from the Powers of Mufick, 
that arife from the Variety and artful Compo- 
fition of Sounds. 

From Harmfinyy from Heavenly Harmonjy 

*I%is Univerfal Frame began. 

From HarmonyHo Harmony, 

T^hro all the Compafs of the Notes it ran^ 

I'he Diafafinchfingfull in Man. . 

Th e r b feems to be a wonderful Likenefs 
in the natural Make of Mens Minds to the 
various Tones and Meafures of Sounds \ and 
in their Inclinations and moft plf a(;ng Tailes 
to the feveral Styles and Manner^ of Mufick. 
Something there is in the Mind, of alike Cpm- 
. pofition, that is eafily touched by the kindred 
Harmony of Mufick, 

For Man may jufily ttmeful Strains admire. 
His Soul is Mujtcky and his Breafi a Z.yre. 

f** W E have all the Materials of Mufick in 
the Tones and Meafure; For the infinite Va- 
riety Comppfition admits of, can be nothing 
^'^' 1 elfe, but higher or lower Tones, fkonger or 
fofter Sounds, with a flower orfwifterMo- 
,tiont The Artlft by an harmonious Mixture 

of 
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of. thpk, makes the Mi^iick either fjbrong and 
inartiaj, brisk and alv^, grave and rc^mn^ ' 
or fofcand moving. 

There Teems to bq in Men a Compofi- 
tioo of natural Powers, and Capacities^ not . 
unlike tot thefe. From hence 1 would t^ke the 
firft Original of their diftinguifliing <^emj[. 
The Words by whfch they are ufually ex-* 
plaigM>, have a manifeft Allufion. hereto. 
Thus Ve fay of fome Men, they have a 
brisk and airy Gentus ; of others, they, have 
a^ ftrong and aftive Genius^ a quick and lively 
Spirit,, a grave and foleilin Temper, and the 
like. The different readinefs of Apprehen- 
fion^. ftrcngth of Judginent, vivacity of fan- 
cy and Imagination, with amoi;e orlefs aftfvp 
Difpofition, and the feveral Mixtures of which 
thefe Powers are capable, are fufficie^nt to ogt 
plain this. They may fliew us how. fomc 
have a particular Genius for Wit and Humour, 
others, for Thought and Speculation. Whence 
it is, fome love a conftant and perfevcring 
Application to whatever they undertake ; 
and. others are continually jumping from one 
Thing to another, without iinifliing anything 
at all. 

But we do not only confider in Mufick 
thefe Materials, as I may call them, of which 
it is compofed.i but alk) the Style and Man- 
ner. This diverfifies the Genius of the Com- 
|)ofer, aad produces the moft fenfible and 
touching Difference. There is in all MufiQkT 
the natural difference of Tone and Meafuret/ , 
They are to be found in the moft vulgar Con^-f ^^^ 
pofitions of a Jig or an Hornpipe; But it] 

•B is^ 
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a full Knowledge of the Force and Power 
p( Sounds, and a judiciite Application of 
jthem to the Several Intentions of Mufick, 
[that -forms the Style of a Purccf or OreiH: 
Ifirhis is owing to fuccefllve Improvements. 
The Ear is formed to an elegant judgment 
by Degrees. What is harfh and harmonious 
is difcovered and correfted. By many Ad- 
yantageS) fpme at laft come to find put what» 
in the whole Compafs of Sounds, is moft foft 
and touching, moft brisk and enlivening, moft 
iofty and elevating^ So that whatever the 
Artift intends, whether to fct an Air, Of 
compofe a Te peum, he does either, with an 
equal Gentm^ that is, with equal Propriety 
and Elegance; Thus long ago, 

Timotheus to his heathmgFlutey aadfoundiugLyre^ 
(^ould '/well the Soul to Rage, or kindle fcftDeJire- 

And, 
"fhm DavidV Lyre didSzviiS tatld Ragf contrml^ 
!dttd tune the harfh Diforders of his Soulr 

This may direft us to another Caufe, from 
whence a Gej^ius zrifts : A Genius that isfprmr 
pd and acquired. For the Turn that Er 
ducatibn. Company, Buiinefs, the Tafte of 
the Age, and above all, Principres of vitious 
or virtuous Manners, give to a Man's natu- 
ral C?ipacities, is what chiefly fprms his (y^e^ 
html Thus we fay of fome, they have a 
rude unpolifti'd Genius ; of others, they have 
a fin 9, polite Geniiis. THe manner of apply- 
ing the natural Powers of the Mind, is what 
^Ipne may produce th^ uxpft different and op** 

pofite 
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j> police Omp Liberttoie. Kcinciptes^ and Vi^ 

tious Morals, may fotpx the Genius of a 
Rake, from the fame natural Capacity, out of 
which Virtuous Principles might have formed 
an HerQs - * 

TvH E-K. B is certainly in our natural Capa- 
cities themfelyes^ a Fitnefs for fome Things, 
arid Unfitnefs for others. Thus whatever 
great Capacities a Man may have, if he is 
naturally timorous, or a Coward, he nevetf 
can have a Warlike Genim. If a Man has 
not a good Judgment, how great foever his 
Wit^maybe, or polite ^ his Manners, he ne- 
ver will have the Genius of a Statefmani Juft 
as ilrone Sounds and brisk Meafures can nc^ 
rer touch the foftcr Paffions. .Yet as the Art 
and Skill of the Gcmipofer, is required to the 
GeniMi <ii Mafick, fo is a Knowledge of the 
Force ^nd Power of the natural Capacity , 
md a judicious Application of it to the beft 
and moft proper Purpofes^ what forms a Ge^ 
mm for any Thing. This is the efied of 
Care^ ' Experience and a right Improvement 
of evi^y Advantage that ofers. On this Ob<« 
ferv^ion Hor^^ founded his Rules for ft PQ* 4 
ttvcHi Genim. 

Verfate £u piidfenrecufeni - 
Quid valeant humeri. 

And, 
. Ego nee ftudtumjim divUe vend^ 
Nee rude quidfrojit video ingentuni* 

Tojpeakmy Ybot^hts, I hardly imtw^ 
U/b(H wMefs Art^ orartUfs Wiiean d^ 

Creech* 
B 1 The 
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The fame Obfervation in another >kiad is 
elegantly defcribed by iMr. fValkr* 

Great Julius en the MountaSns ired^ 
A Flock perhaps^ or Herd had led^ 
He that the IVorldfubduedj had keen 
Butthe befi fVx^leropfheGreen: 
'7& Art and Knowledge thatdraxjJforth 
The hidden Seeds if Nathe rVfrth \ . 
^ They bhu) thpfe S^rks, and make W rifi 

Mofuch Flames^ tmub the Skies.. 

/^ The High and Martial Spirit okOefar 
wctuld have inclined and fitted him, : tOi-gain 
the Prize of Wreftling above any Cojitotry 
Sport; But it wastheQrcuniftaneet>£ittS''Own 
Birtj^ and Fortune^ the State and Condition 
of the Gdmmonwealtb» 4nd the CbQourrence 

(of many other Advantage$,which he impwv/d 
with great Care and Applic^tioQ, thait <n^e 
him a finiihM (7eir/jw^ both in Afns .andBpli- 
cy. ^' ,. . * 

There is yet another Thing of Cpnfi> 
quence to a true Genim in Mufick. A 5ES111P w- 
lc4ge of the CompftCs and peculiar A4[van^ 
tages of each feveral Inftrument^ .. Kot Jbc 
fame Compofition will very differently touch 
both the Ear and the Mind, as .perforn^i'd by 
a Flute, or Trumpet, an Organ, or a Violin. 
A difference • ' which^ all difcern by the 
Ear, but which 'requires a judicious ,Obfer- 
▼ation in the Compofer. Mr. Hughes has 
thus ej^ptejfs'd their di&cent Power);* 



% 

\ k 



Let 



Let the Trumpet^ spriUVoice^ 
4ni the Drtm's thuridrihg Noife ^ ' 
.Roufe ei/eryduS Monalfnm S&mm frcfiund. 

Proceedy fwm Charmer of the Ear^ 
Proceed^ akdthrmgh the mettova Fltke^ 
Themmk^Lyre^ 
Atii filitary LuUy 
\ Melting Airs^ foft Joys infpire^ 
Airs for dfii^hig 'Hope to heitri 

Nov)y ht the fprighly Violin 
Ai^der Sirain begin : • 

' Afid mwj 
Let the dieep 'mouthed Organ tlow. 
Swell it high and Jink it low: 
Hark I hoii) the treble mdihe B^e 
Jh wamon^ Fuges each other chaje^ 
And fnmft Di^ffotfs run their Atry Race: 
lijro' ail the. traxuers'd Scale they fly^ 
Lnnmnding Labyrinths of Hamiat^^ 
By Turns They rtfe ^andfuff^ iy Turns we Iha 

(jondMe. 

On £ might not unfitly compare to this 
diffecence of Inflrumencs, the^ difl[erent Make 
and Confiitucion of Mens Bodies, with the 
Influence they have, and the Imprefiion they 
make on their Minds, Paifions and Aftions* 
Ftom hence alone they may know much^ how- 
to dired their own propdr Capacities, and how 
they Ate .to fuit each Perfbn they aretoufe, 
to the moft proper Employment. As Mr. 
£4pe (peaks of the Inflcoments of Muiick. 
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Ijn the warUtng iMe coMfiahu 

Let the loud Trumfet found, " , 

Tin the Roofs aB atound 
, The firiO Echo's tebound. 
While in more lengtheitid Notes andflowi 
The deep, majefikky fokmn Organs hUmn 

Harmony, in its moft reftrainM Senfe/ 
is the apt and agreeable mixture of j^araous 
Sounds. Such a Compolkion of them as is 
fitted to pleafe the Ear. But every thing in 
a more extended Senfe is harmoniousy where 
there is a variety of Things dii^os'd and 
mix'd in fuch apt and agreeable Maimer. 
Things may indeed be thrown together in a 
Crowd, without Older or Art. And then 
every thing appears in Confitifion, difagreeable 
and apt to di%uft^ ' But abfolute^ Uniformity 
will give little more Pieafure than meer Con-* 
fdfion. To be ever harping on one Stiing, 
thou^ > it be touched by the moft Mafterly 
Hand, will give little more Entertainment 
to the Ear, dian the moft confufed and dif- 
cordant variety of Sounds mingled by tJie 
Hand of a mcer Bon^r. To hzvt the Eye 
6n: ever fix'd on one beautifiil Objeft, woaid 
be apt to abate the Satisfadion, at Jeail la 
our prefent State. Variety relieves and tie- 
£re&es. It is fo in the natmal World Hitis 
and Valleys, Woods and Pafture, Seas atid 
Shores; not only diverfify the Pmpeft, but 
give nmdi more Eocertainment xa the Eycy 
that can fucceffively go from one to the 

other. 
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pthtr, than any of thein could (ingly do* 
And could we fee into^ all the Conveniencks 
pf things, how well they are iitted to each 

' other, and the common Purpofes of all, we 
^ou'd find that the Diver/itjr is as ufefuU as it 
Is |creeable. 

IT is the fame alfo with the World oc 
Mankind. If all had a like Turn or Caft of 
^ind, and all were bent upon one Bulinefs 
or way of Living, it would fpoil much of 
the prefent Harmony pf the World, and be 
SL manifefi Inconvenience to the Publick. Per- 
haps one Part of Learning, or Method of Bu- 
finefs, would be throughly cultivated and im- 
proved ; but how many others muft be neg- 
lefted, or remain defeftive ? And it would 
create Jealoufy and Uneafiheft among them- 
felves. As Men arc forc'd to juftle in a 
Crowd: For there would not be fufficient 
Scope for every pne to exert and dlfplay him- 
felf, nor fo much Room for many to excel, 
when all muft do it in one Way. Variety of 
Inclination and Capacity is an admirable, 
i^ean. of common Benefit/ It opens a wide I 
Field for Service to Others, and gives great | 
Advantage to Mens own Improvement/ J 
And it is* furprifing to confider how great 
this Diverfity is. It is ^Imoft as various as 
that of bodily Features and Complexion. 
There is no Inftance of any kind of Learning 

, or Bufinefs ; any Thing relating to the Ne- 
ceffity or Delight of Life ; not the meaneft 
Office or the hardeft Labour, but fome or 
other are found to anfwer the different Pur- 
pofes of each. They arc carried through all 
i the 
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th^ Difficulties,, in their fcvcr^U Wa.ys, by the 
meer Force of a Genim: A^nd attempt and 
atcbiQve that^ with an high rdifli of Plea^ 
fure, whiph would give the greatcft Difguft, 
to others and utterly difcourage tharo: This 
fiirs up an ufeful Emulation, and givesJull 
Scop^ for every one to (how Himfelf an Ap- 
pear to advantage. A^id it is cenainiy for 
the Beauty and Advantage of the Body- As 
many Hand$ employea in different Wa^ys 
about fonae nobje Buildings yet all help 
either tp fefure its Strength, or furaiih out 
all the Convenience, or give a. State and 
Grandeur to it. 

The; Wifdom apd Beauty of I^rovidencc 
appear: at once in this Variety and Diftmcr- 
tipn of Powers and Inqlination^ among. Manr 
kind. It is a very wife and a^'.neccflary Pro- 
vifion for the common Qpod^ a^d the Adr 
vapfage and; Pleafure of panicular Men. It 
anfwers to all the Enc^s and Opcafion$ of 
Mankind, They are in tliis Way m^de help- • 
ful to. one another, a^nd capable of fervlng 
Them/^lyes,, ^|id that without mxx^h trouble 
or fatigue. Bufinefs by this Means become 
a Pleafure* The grea:teft La^urs and Cares 
are eaA? and entertaining to . Him whp pur- 
fues his Gentm. Inclination f^ill urges the 
Man on : Obftacles and Oppofitions only 
fharpen his Appetite^ ^ and pqt Him upon 
fummoning all his Powefs, that He may ex- 
iert Hjmfclf to the utpermpfl;> and get over 
his Difficulties. All, the feveral Arts and 
Sciences, ^^nd all the Improvements made in 
them from Time to Time j all the different 

Offices 
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Office) ind tMploymcnts o( hamane Life, 
are owing ca tfa& variety of Powers and In^ 
cHpations among Men. And H it not obvi^ 
k3vik to every Eye how much of the Conve^ 
riiencies and Comfbni of humane Life fpfing 
from tbefe Originals? It is a ^or/ous D^ 
play and moft contrmcfng Proof of the late- 
left of Providence in humane A&irs^ and thcT 
Wifdom tff its Conduft, to fit Thin« in this 
Manner ta their proper Vftis and Ends And 
fo fo firt Mnkindi and fuit their Talents and • 
Im^ations^ that ail may contribute fome^ 
what CO the PnUfck Good, and hardly one 
Member of the whole Body be lofft in the 
Reckoning, ufelefi to it felf, or unfervfceabie 
io the Body; Were it otherWife^ ^hat large 
Trads of humane Afiairs ^ouid He petfeftly 
virzttt and ubcultivated ? Whereas no^ all the 
]^arcs of humane Learning and Life lie open 
tb Improvemefit, ahd fome or other is fitted 
by Naenre^and difpos'd b^ Indihation, tb help 
towardif it: / ^ 

A A0 Its Pcdndhnct ^ivd thtf Hint, Men"^ 
ffiouid take it, and follow th6 CohduA of 
GitUpk in the GoUrif of their Studies, and Way 
bf Employhcjent jn the World; and m the 
Education and' Dlffjo&l bf their Children: 
Men ttfo ofdm ik this Cafe conlhlt their owia ^ 
Humour ahd €ooveniente, ifot the Gapiicit/ 
ami kciinatjon of tffe Child : And art go^ 
vemed by ibme or other external Cirdum* 
fliaftce; or tov^er OMfKdefttion ; Us, vHi^t the^ 
ftaligiVe With them, or to v^hbm to commit 
the Care bf thcito, trc* Thus they after 
Contrive unf^able M^ttiilfiK '^ tfae imp9 
l^icMit' 0^ WorUfy Adtintag^ From trnV 

G Gatt6 
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M^n of grp^ Hiipes, and. kw^, ,CapaWiS«« 
mlfcarry in.yie-.aF^er Ccfndi^a. of- lifc, . aaij 
gcove ulelci!^ or.,aUicluevouS to^tq^-NvorlaVi 
Tb'ey ;tum o^. W a dxfagfee^^fitEWPipyri 



Id. took' t^ejr Jjleafufes^b^ jTrcat^^ 
%F%b}yippi9}^m.en3 ^^Jgf^^oqdr^tjj) 

Biiweis .,vfpuva. come ta> be morG-ackancM*, 

axid, the Liv^$. of ,:mca bt^cpmcj moxq ufeti»K 

^cd; ugfl^Jpqaut^ to' .^he WqxI± ^ > ^ : .• - ^-; >] 

r..T nave :|nowji^ Urge Fjipf^Iy o^ C^il^rerv,, 

ambitious,. .ACQ: aiipofed' ux^u/mu ana xiSnRi 
itr the Worldt borne bold and ent^tif pi{)«j^ * 




h%? I*l^l!^ ^QPSF a^jhq^j NaiHPfalelftTc 
Pfi;:s-or^lyrora],mpofitio;isf„ -„...-j ,,,; . ^t,.->, 

ii^^e Edwafigo. o^,%^^ -if^ w • 
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t into -Qriiel 
- o jT ^c fioJfirlefs/ 

;ri\Gm, theit feveral Blafs ahd Capacity be not 
'doniwted, but the roving Gem'm mew'd up in 

wandet about the' World, and be;^ perf<?(5Qy 
fcattered and diffipated, for want of proper Lh A 
ApplfcatioqUQ^..^^^^ Wtere/^ ' 

.f^^ 9P,^, *"^A^?;;JP^-^^1^ ^nd 

dilposd^in the World, would prove an exr 



^ep Pu^,,io^ ^. Wa^r of ;^ife th^t: would hkj 
his Talfic^ 



^£; (iiultir^iop . and IjpfirpyemfHt. ^ It'i {li^ 
l)een,a.coiwipp Q^pfti^W^: ^^ejsher * Matli. trti 
^a^a,](^oet: oc.iiaad^i ,OQe.) fcust botfe nwift 
popcur, y NatUEc ' ai^d,, AfiP. Jftuft' CQiujribiify 
^^^^ -Stei^. rjtp ;COTjiglp»tj tije-'Cbaria^ef; 
Limbs alone 'Ml not mal^e ^iiPancQj^.dt d 
Wtcftter^ -^Qt ^ill ^(5r!wf'*.:^on« make a gdod 
Pq^i, Sff the.mcer. §t55pgtb.:Qf natural Abfi 
litfcs .^B^ke,^4 .c^smdd^ratjljp:^ Actift of any kmdi 

QpQd,.?^jt«j4'vthffe re4uV4tO Piaance^ 
iM:^ «je(iq^a^y,jo.xhis E^Ktib Afld IKo.^nd'E^i 
^rdfcj^^this^ %8,.w«llias^i^?lU otjier Cafo&>.ard[ 
ft (^c9B4lJ^u«ey. Andy^^ftenJtJra^Si the fecon^ 
NS^{^^* ,T9^f *. pcpdigiQ*s^lniprov0niefit ,06 
tjhip For^ *iid . Vigour of : tbf !iitft. 
: .It bftS b,p«*.l9ng: ^go tefmiacii by- th^- 
i;- J C f groa; 



great Mailers qf Letters^ ths^t' gpod Senic is 
the chfef QoatiiicaCtfon 6f a ebod Writer. 

/ ; . . . , » * ' • ► ^. . . » 

ScrihettH 3tSfiMre tft tf Prmetfium & A«r. 

'" •'■ ■ ■'■ ' • '■• • Herat. 

Tet the beft natarAl P^rts in.the WorI4 
fire capable df tnuph l^provemirnt by a due 
Cultfvatidfl. ' ' ' ... f . ' 

DoBrinafii vtip fmmvet infitar^^ 

RMOfqUe cukHi KUmi rohrm: ^ Horat^ 
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^ The Spoftator^s golden Scales, let down 
from Heayeh «o difcover the' true Weight an3 
Valu^ of^ Things, expreflcs this Matttr in i 
Way which at drioe fliews, z' Gehbis, and it| 
Culcivatibtlb ^^ There 1$ a Saying among th^ 

V »S:(»i, that an Ounce of i^otheivWic, is 
5* worth a Pound of Qergy. I was fenfiblc 
f of the Trirth of tliis Saying; when I (a^;^ 
f* the diflfeirence bfetwcen the Weight of natu- 
f' ral ParCs and that of Learning. I obferv^d 

V tha& it was an Hundred Times heavier thaii 
? before, when I put Leamihg into the £une 
f* Scale with it. ' "^ 

It has been <6bferv'd, of an E^l^ Au- 
thor, that h)e would be 411 Genius. ' Re would 
reap the Fruits of Art, but without tlie Stu- 
dy and Piins of it. The Lima Lahr is ^hat 
he cannot eafily digefi. We Kaye a!i many 
Inft^nce^ of Ongihals, this way, as any Na^ 
tion can produced* Men,' who 'withbut'the 
help of Learning, by the meer Fo^of natu- 
jril Abih'ty, have produc d W^ks whkh were 
^e DeUght of their own Tfmes^ i^ hive 

beert 
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l^acttthc Wondqrof Pofterity^ It hw bccnra 
Queftioo, yhetjier Leaf^ping >^CN]ld h^tre im- 
proved orfD9ile4 them* TbeFe>appear$ fomsh 
v^t fo nobly Wild ancO^xt^ravagant in the£s 
^reat Gefuj\ jis chai;ms ini]^^eix >npre, tb^n aU 
the Turn afidPolIihing wbi^h; ttitcrs into ttnc 
JPnnchB$l Effrity or the tCrmw Jo^ 
. jKeading and Converfatioq* . 

But the' this will hold in Umt very r^if 
Inilances^ It mpft be much Ibr. irst Advantage 
in ordinary Cafes, that : a Q^nius ^ould be 
UiUgently and (r^refuUy cultivated.; In prdpf 
^tb' th;s> ft Ihould be eartyrw^^chcd and ^ 
fsxvd^ And this is a matter tba^ requires 
deep Infight into Humane Nature. Jt xsnqk 
jfoczfy as many imagine/ to proiiott wha| 
the proper 6^^»rW or a Youth is. Every one 
who will be fiddling, has n<ot prefra^y a Ge^ 
nim forMuficL The Idle JBoy draws Birds 
and Men, when he (hould be .getting his Lqff 
fon j)r writing his Copy i This Boy, fays thp 
JFatber, tntiff h a Painter; when ,alas! this 
\i i^ more the Boy's Gmm thaa the Pstirbi^^ 
liw 1$ the ' true Sun. . But thofe who have xh% 
t^e qf 'Children, i|iould take ioine Pains tCf 
know vfhat their true Cmm is. For here 
f he Foundation mufi be kid ^or improving It; 
If a Miflake be made here, tl» Man fets out 
wrong, and every Step he takes carries him 
fomuch farther-from Home. 
^■' The ^x\xt Gen/M being difcpyercd, it m^ift 
be fupplied \^ith Matter to vSrort j^pon, an<t 
employ it felfc This is F^uel ftfr the Fire* 
^od /the fitting a pemw with proper Mate* 
nals, is putting one into the Way of going 
^>rougl} the World with Wind and Tide. 

The 
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rhpbctk Ufr of it. What ^ iht mhfk 
malted G^^ figt)ify» if the Workl r«aps noT 
Ackrantage from it ? He vi^M^ is poiflfefs d of 
iki tnay tiiake tc tntO to Account to liirAMf^ 
^Md-btve muth Plcame and SittisfaAiOn frdxtt 
it ; but k is a very poor Bulinefs, if^it ftrvc*'* 
00 other Purpofe, chan to fupply^ Matter for - 
fttcb pritate and tiarrov^ Satisfa^on. It is 
certainly the Intention of Providence, that &i 
good Genirti (bould hre a publick Benetit ; and' 
to tt'rap up fuch a Talent in a Napkin, and 
biiry it in the £af thj is at once to be unfaith'-' 
fol ta-God, and defraud Mankind. - 

i Thofc who havefuOh a Troft put intft thcif 
Hands^ fhotild be very carefol that' th^y d& not 
abufeit, nor fquander it away. The beil G?e-\ 
iffk may I be ' fpoited. It (jifkrs by ^ ndt hfne 
more,. than by negledingit, and by-aii Habit 
of Sloth and Inaditdty. By Difufe, tt cOn- 
ttads * Rail, or a Stiflfoefs whiefa iV^iot ea(K 
ly to be worn of£ Even the fprighdy and pcnc- 
tratihgrhave^ thto* this negle6t, funk down ter 
the Rank of the dull and ftupid. Sonie Menr 
have given vir^ pronABng Specioi^n^^ fo thefr 
early Days, that thev could think weU them- 
fdves; but, wbethertront apu^llan&lacAiSMo-^ 
'defty, or a lazy. Temper at flrft, I kfip>Xrnot| 
tfeey have by Degrees conttaded fuch an Ha- 
bit of Filching and Plagiary, as to lofe theff 
Capacity at length for one OrigiKfal Thought. 
Some Writers indeed, as well as Pfsv^itioners 
ia other Arts^ ieem only born to copy ; birt it 
is'Pity tbide^Who have a^Stock of their own/- 
ihaold fo t^ticdy lofe it by Diiiife, as to be re^ 

c. ;-. ' • i - — • duVd 
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j^ixcd to a Neceflity, when they miift appeal: 
in Pnhliclc^ taborrow from others* 

M £^ fliould guard againft this Mifchief 
^ith great Care. A GeniHs x>nce fquandered 
away by neglcft, is nbt eafily to be recovered. 
Tacnm affigns a very proper Reafon for this/ 
" t Such h fhe Nature, faith he, of Hu- 
^^ man^ Iiiflrmity, that Remedies cannot be 
^^ apph'ed, as quick a$ Mifchiefs may be fuf* 
** fer^d ,\ and as the Body muft grow up by 
flow Degrees, bat is prefently deftroyed i 
fo yoii may ftille a Genim much more ea(ily 
than you can recover it. For you'll foon 
relifli £aie and Inadivity^ and be in Love 
** with Sloth, which was once, your Averfion. 
This can hatdly fall of. rp'nlng the bell C*^ 
pacity,. efp^cially, if from a negleA of fe^ 
verer Bufmefe, Men run into a Diflblution of 
Madnefs, which is' the. too common Coiife- 
.quence. The greateft Minds have thus been 
often wholly enervated, and the beft Parts 
buried in utter Obfcprity; 

Though Rules of Art may be of great 
Service to impcovp a Goifii^tJt is very preju- 
AkhK in. many Cafes, to fetter it fdf Yrith 
thefe Rulest, or confine itfelf within thofe.Lt- 
inits which others have fixed. How little 
would Science have been improy'd^ if every 
new Gmtm^ that applies him/elf to any Branch 
of itj had madp other M^ns Light, his tieflm 

D . ultmy 



f tiatttra Infirnutntli humanly tarMcra funt remediA 

' cuam mala* 8»* ut corp^fa Uirte auffefcant^ cito extinaHun- 

'-tut, Jk Ingtma fim^hmtfB opfr^ms^^mllus ^nam rewca- 

vetls ; fubtt ^uippe ipjtas (tttrtklduhedpy ^Tivlfa frunojii* 

Jjfttrt^trrrTTr amgluK Tacit. Vib Agricol. c, 3* 



ultra, and refolved to go no farther into if/ 
than the Road had been beaten before him^ 
Ko doubc there were Men of as good natural 
AbiHties in. the Ages before the Revival of 
Learning, as there have been (iace. But they 
were cramped with the Jargon of a wordy 
and uhinteUigible Philofophy, and durft not 
give themfelves the Liberty to think in Reli- 
gion, wichout the Boundari^ fixed by the 
Church, for fear of Anathemas, and an Liqui* 
fition. Till thofe Fetters were broken, little 
Advance was made, for many Ages together^ 
in any ufeful <x folid Knowledge. In truth, 
every Man who makesa new Difcovery, goes 
at firil by himfelf ,- and as long as the greatefl 
Minds are content to go in Leading-ftrings^ 
they will be but upon a Level with theit 
Neighbours. 

O Kf the other Hand, Capacities of a low^ 

ef fize muft be obliged to more of Imiution^ 

AU their -Uiefulaefs wiQ be fpoiled by forming 

too high Models for themfelves. If they witt 

be of Service, they rnuil be content to keep 

the beaten Road Should they attempt t6 

ibar too high,they will only meet with Jcaruf% 

Fate. A common Genitt6 will ienre many 

<omnK>n Purposes exceeding wdl, and render 

a Man confpicuous enough, tho' there may be 

no diilinguilfhing Splendor about him to dazzle 

the Beholders Eyes. But if he attempts any 

Thing beyond his Strength, he is fure to lote 

the. Luftte which he had, if he does not alfo 

weaken his Capacity, and impair his Gemm^ 

• into the Bargain So juft in ail Cafes is' the 

Foetus Advice to Writers. 

Sumia 
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Sumite Materiam vefiris jutfcriMs a^am 

Viribus. Horat. 

fPetgk vseffytnir Strength^ anpl never un^ertak^ 

What is akove ymr Power. • 

And this Ijirings tp Mind another very comr 

^on Occa^pnof ruining many a goodCrentus} 

J mean; wrong Apjrfication. Nothing will fi- 

tisfte Pairehts, bat their Children muft apply 

their Minds to one of the learned Profeffioris. 

"wrhen^ infjtead of confulting* th<e I^eputation or 

Intereflrof their Children, by fuch a prepofte- 

pus Choice^ tihey turn them Qut to live in ari 

Elemait no way fuited tp their Nature,, and 

pxpofe than to Contempt and Beggary all thek 

Days; V^Mle at theiame Thne they fpoil an 

JHead, admirably turned fer Traffick or Mc^- 

fchatiidks. And he is left to bring up the Rear 

fn the karriet) Profeffion, pr it may be loft in 

' the Crowd, wha would have*ftiin?d in Trade, 

'^ndmzdc a prime Figure upon the Exchange^ 

'Many have by thfs Means run thetr Heads a- 

^afnjf a Pulpit y (as a Saty rieal QentPH once ex- 

prefl'ed it) vAowoitidhawmadeadmiralfk Ploughy 

pien. 

There isa^iflfercnt Tafte in Men, as to 
the learned Profeflions themfelves^ which qua-r 
iifies and dtfpofcs them for the one,, but would 
never niake them appear with any Luflre in a- 
nother. This has been often made evident in 
|:he different Figures, which feme, who lived irt 
Obfcufity before, have mada upon a lueky 
Incident that led them out of the miftaken 
.Track into whi^h they were firft put. Where 
Providence does not relieve a Genim from diis 
Error in fetting pur, the Man muft be kcp^ 
^nder the Hatches all his Day% 

©a Theri 
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•Jheee arc y.cry 4»tfcfcnc. Manners of 
Writing, and each of them juft ^nd agreeable 
in th^ir Kin^ip yhcn Nature i% followed, and 
a Man jndeavours Perfedion in that Style and 
l^anner which fi^its his own Huippiir and Abi- 
Jities. JSonae p.ieafe, and indeed excf 11 in a Medj- 
pcrity, * who quite lofe themfelves if they at- 
tempt the .Sublime. Some fuc^ee^ to a Y^otider 
jfh the Account of all.Re^jlers, whilfl thcj^ con- 
j^nc themfelves to clofe Reafoning, who, if they 
jire fo ill advis'd, as to raeddl? with Wit, on- 
ly make them^lyes the Jeft. \ That is ea^ 
jand agreeable which is natural ^ what ^ 
forc'd, will appear diflprted aufj give Difguft, 

I T is of fatal Cpnfequence to a good G^ 
^i/u, to grafp at too much. *^ A certain Ma^ 
" giftjrate (fays Bruyere) arriving, by his Meri^ 
Y to the firil Dignities of the Gown, thought 

himfelf qualified for every Thing. H? 

printed a Treatife of Morality, and pub^ 
^* lilhed himfelf a Coxcomb* UmVerf^l Ge^ 
nij and univerfaV Scholars arc generally excet 
lent at" nothing. ^ fie i? certainly the wifeft 
Man, who endeavours to be perfedly fumiflj* 
(ed for fome Bufineis, and regards other Mat- 
ters as no more than his Amufement. 
: A GeniPi^ ^^ip^: ^h"? pbferyed, humoured 
and cultivated, is t^ pe kept in |Jeart, aa^ 
upon proper Qccafions to be exerted. With- 
put this, it may fink and \>c loft'. All Habits 
fire we^kneji by Difufe. "And Men -who ar^ 

. > '. . ^ . ■ furniflied 

■ > ' ■! 

* Dum whtt humurrii tiukv^t htamasaptat. Horat. 

f Ift^emoy ficut in^Aava^ ^uan(fuam alia dltt ferantujf 

Mtcfut elafforeTit^fy grttUofa tamtn qu£ ftt^fforite nafcunr 

iKTt Tacitt de Oratoi, f. (J, \ ; 
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fhould put themfelves forward ; I ^aeajjj \vitft 

- jdue Modefty and PrudetK:e,aiidrnot fiiifer ^eir 

.Talents tO:be hid, whep a fair Opportuniiy 

^pf&rs to do 3eryice with then). Jn^eed it ijS 

too wmniQn an Unhappineis fpr Men to, be 

Jo placed, as to have ;io Opportunity and Ad- 

j^antage for fl)e\ping thei; Gmim. As Mai^- 

.;ter5 are generally managed ja the World, Meto 

f^re for th^ t^qH pj^rt flaked down to juch Bit- 

iinefs> in ;fi\ch j^Ui^-nc^s, ox in fuqh.Circwxi- 

riiances, thatt|>^y haye no propef-.^Occafiotis 

•qf exerting.tbejadiff lyes ,' but inftead of that, iare 

jppnjiftw^lly tugging and.Mvingr.mtbthiog? 

that are crofs and ungrateful to them. . Ar4 

^that muft be a ftrong Mind indeed, th^t fiiaU 

ireak through the Cenfut'gs and Oppofftion of 

:5thc World, and dare to quit a Station, for 

vwhich a Man has been brought up, and ia 

Which he h^s ^^d for foqae Time, tha? he 

'may get into another Sphere, where he fees 

.iie can a^ according tQ the In^p'tilfes of his Ge- 

'nim. Tho' fuch as h^ve had the Courage and 

Skill to folio w thofe Imputfes, till they have* 

'^in^dthe Station$ which fuitedthejr Tafteand 

Inclination,have feldom failed of appearing con- 

iider4ble. But Multitudes, by this Situation 

ipf AfjFairs, have been forc-d, in a manner, to 

Jlifle a QpntPti, becaufe they could have no fair 

ippportunity of exerting it. ' 

.' A crazy Conftitution,^ an^ a Body liable to 

^continual J)iforder§, call off the Attention of 

\jrnany a gi'eat ^Aindt fromSvhat might other- 

-wife procufe very g^eac Repucatibn and Re- 

.gard. Their -jjc^^f/s no fooner begins a Htfje to 

^^rt itfelfi but the Spirits flag, and one un- 

• . .'•' i '• * ^ - . ' - ,. — ■ happy 
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happy Ail or other, ci^bled anddifcour^9 
the Mind« 

Lust and Wine mightily ob()TUi^aIl At- 
tempts that require Application ; find wil| 
neither «Uow a Man duly to fumrfli hfs Mind^ 
nor rightly to ufe that Furniture be has. An 
bitrigue or a Bottle may (bmetimes give an 
Opportunity for a Man to (hew his Geniw, 
but will utterly fpoil all regular and repqtabk^ 
£icerttne» 6i it. He who would put JForth 
his GmHi to the Advantage pf Himfelf oc 
the Wor!d) Ihould give intp^^ n<> PleafiHes that 
Will enervate or difblve his Mind. He muft 
Iceep it bent for Bufinefs^ or he 'will bring afi 
Bufineis^ to nothing. 

Conceit and Aflfeftation on one hand^ 

^and PeevifEnefs and Perverfene(s of Temper 
<m the other, will lay the beft Qmlus unctej: 
great Difadvantages, and raife fuch Diflike 
'^nd Oppofition^ as will bear it down in Tpite 

A>f all its Force and Furniture* A graceful 

Mixture of Boldnefs and Modefty, with J;i 

Smoothnefs and Benignity of Tem^r, wiU 

n^brlmvch better make a Man's W^y xnto the 

j World, and procure him the Opportunity of 

[^exerting his Genimt 

But there is nothing lies as an heavier 
Weight upon a Man, or hinders Him more 
from (hewing Himfelf to Advantage, and eiqp 
ploying his great Abilities for the Service of 
Others,* than the Qiiarrels and Contentions 
of Parties; Many have their Taknts impri*- 
fon'd, by being of the hated and finking Side/ 
Their Light is wholly fmotherM and fup- 
pr efs'd{ that it may not ihine out with a Luf* 
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tf e on the i^aity to which they belong, 
ther it be in Politicks or Religion: And all 
Struggles of z Gemm ar^ vain^ vmsn a Map 
is bomidowa at onoe by Clamour and Powei::^ 
This is very di&ouraging t6 a Man wbp 
has taken much Pains in cultivating his Qw^. 
us; and many hav«^ without doubt, h^^ 
tempted whoUy to negleft themfelvcsy &ojd^ 
the Dread of theie Di{cour;^ements. I o|vn 
this Negkd is not to be cxci^d altogetl^pr^ 
though it grieves one that there ijioold be m^ 
Occafion given fc»r it. Tlwre^is fiill Rooffll 
for Men to follow and improve a Gemur, an4 
hope by it to benefit Mankind, and procure 
Regard to Themfelves. And it is hardta 
iay^ what Way of exerting it wiH turn moft 
to Account. Peculiar Honours are due to 
thofe who appear to Advantage in the Pi/^4 
Numerous Applaufes and Preferments attc;n4 
thofe who acquit themfelves well at the Bar. 
There is a great ded of Renown to thoik 
who are eminent in the Senau. There arm 
high Advantages to fucfa as excel in Cwi^ 
^nd on EmiaJJtes. Immortal Lawoels wUl 
crown fuch as are brave^ expert and vi&oirioai 
in Aymu Th/sr^ ^^^ t- hp RfpffingQ nf Wealtlif 
and Plenty to thofe who manage well their 
Trades and Merchandize. The Names of the 
skilful ArchheBj the cunning Artificer^ the fine, 
exad and well devifing Painter^ are fometimcs 
enrolled in the Lifts of Fame. The learned. 
. experienced and fuccefsful Phjjficiany may be- 
came as confiderable for Repute and Eftate^ 
as one of any lorher Profefflon. 1^fufickrsA^ 
may have its Majiers, who ihall be had in laft*- 

» icg 
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irtg Efleem'. The Pons Performances may hef. 
^more diSrabk chiin Brafs, and long lived as 
Time it Self: rE^ery .Science ijaajr have Prpfefr 
krs that jfhall fbinfe m the learned World/ 
With all the Difcdqragements that mij damp 
zGeHiusy there is' yet a widcFicld^for it^trf 
tj^rt it fel£; and-Robm to hope :& vhW ndt 
^in vain./ 

' I was going ta add fomething of exerting 
ene^s Genius as an Author. But I found it 
would fill up too much Room in my Paper; 
ihould I enlarge on theieveral Ways of Mens 
appearing confiderable. And I was fo a^prc- 
henfive of the Reputatiqn, which the Divine; 
ihe Hiftorian, * the Critick, the Phildfophef, 
and almoft-all the other Authors, have above 
us Effay-lVrherSy that I thought I Ihould but 
leflfen the Regards to my own Genius^ fliould 
I have fet to View the Advantages of Others. 
It ^fll fufficiently gratify my Ambition as an 
Author, if the World will be fo good natured 
as to think I have handfomcly excused qay felf j 
and that r am tolerably fitted, in the Way in 
which I am, to give Entertainment to my 
Readers, and do them fome Service. 



* ' Exegi monumentitm ^ve perenvlus^ 
Regaliefite fitupyramidkm altius.\ 
Quod pon imber %i3i§ix^ non Aauih Irhpotens 
^ojpt dtruerey aut lunumerabtlh^ 
Annofum firUS'i & fttga temporum. 



Horar* 



FINIS. 



' • Jbl Rf IL A X A*' ' .. 

' KiM7. ^'«* «t; T^'ad War. p. 9.1 1 5. r. Viapafon- p. 9. /. 4- r. Mctt* 
i. 10,7. 3, r. judicious, p. 12, L as. deU of. p. 20. li.r. rede* 



/ 






THE 



Occasional Paper. 

Vol. III. Numb. XI. 

E S SAY 

TO PREVENT 

Uncharitable Contentions 

ABOUT THE 

D O C.T R I N E 

O F T H E 

TRINITY. 



since both Sides yield, that the Matter they di/pute about 
is above their H^ach, the mfe§l Courfe they can tak^^ 
jj, to ajfert and defend what is revealed ; and not to 
be feremftory and quarrelfome about that, which U ac- 
l^noftledgid to be above our Comprehenjion, I mean^ as 
' to the Manner how the Three Pcrfon$ fartakt of the 
Divine NaturCr 

lStillingfleet*s Vindic. of the Dodrinc of 
the Trinity. Pref fag. 44. 



m^"^ 



I 



LONDON: 

Printed for Em. M a t t h E w s, at the Bible in. Pater- 
Nofter-Rov)', J. RobiRTS, in Warwick- Laf%\ J. 
Harrison, under the Royal- Ex change i and A. 
D o D D> without Temple'Bar, M DCC XIX. 



1 






'' ' ^ .' . : \ f 



• rf- - 






# 1 « 




O F 

UncharitabU Omtentims 



ABODT THE 



DOCTRINE 

O F T H E 

T RINITY. 



|H E Variety of Opinionst 
jQto which ,Mcn have 
fiU'o, and are continu- 
ally ape to fall, upon 
various Occasions and 
for various Rcafont. 
moft certainly produce* 
without £reac Wifdom 
and Caurioni very fad 
-and mifchierous Etfeds. The W^orld has 
been Tufficicntly fcoHble of thcfe Mifchiefs 
in former Experience. It has commonly 
A a felt 




. 4 Of Uacharicabie Contgntiont.. . 

(elt them in the Deftrudiion of Peaipe^<^|l 
Charity, and fometime&ip tkeSubv^riil»ft<if 
Jullice and Religion.. 4;*; \ 

*Tis on all Hatidis allowed to be vcf^^^ 
(irable, that fuch Mifch/efs (boiild bejerf- 
ventpdj at leaft, ih their lamentably £|$i!kf. 
Hence it is that feveral Met hods have^Mi^ 
.. jcontriv'dj .and Iry'dji but.5vicb. little otfili0 
Succefs. Infomuch that one would be apt 
to conclnde, there muft. have been fome 
Miftake in the Reqiedy. or fome MifappU- 
cation, that it has never fucceeded ; but on 
the cdncrary, that for'the mpffPaftj^'thc 
Diftemper has been encreas'd ^nd enflam'd» 
inflead of being abated pr removed. In 
Truth there feerbs to have been a funda« 
picntal Miflake ip all . the Re{iiedie$ ufual|y 
thought, of, xhat they have been apf>liei to 
the v^rong Part. They have commonly in- 
tended to /lenceg and put an End to the Dif« 
ference, by fome Authority or other ; and 
fo to prevent MiTchief, byvrootiiig ont vi^hat 
wjis fupppfcd riie iblie Octafiqu of it. .But 
this has been looked upon, by very wife and 
able Men, as impradicable and innpoifible. 
•They who have attempted k (fays one) 
^* did like hfnty who chpf his Shoulder to the 
Ground tp flop an Earthquake. No fuch Me- 
thod of Authority^ however backed with 
Force, (tho* it be that of an Inqui/itiouYh^ 
been able to put an End to all DiflFerences 
pf Opinion. Not the boafted Authority of 
the Church of Rjme^ :as „a»iCcntre of Unity, 
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has been able to efFed it} iti its tnon Com^ 
Munfoh. What never haa heen^ after fo Torig 
and repfe^tcd Tryal,. we may reafonabjy 
conclude never v}iB he For which Rcafon 
as^ well as many others mpft wife jilcn^^de- 
fpair ofSuccefs from it 

It tnay then deferve Con(ideratipn» whe- 
ther there is not fome other Methpdi more 
pradicable than this ? Whether there be nojt 
fome Way more agreeable to Chrtfiian an4 
Protefiam Principles, as' well as to the Frame 
and Conftitution of humane Nature ? Whc- 
ther the evil Sympt^om^ and Mifchiefs at* 
tending thofe Diffefeij^ce^, have noi pro- 
ceeded roor? from the 13 Method of Cure^ 
than from the Difeafe itfclf? Whether, then, 
'the moft likely Method of Cure yet left to 
hope for, is not to be applied to the M^- 
vagemtit of the Qucftions in Difpute, an4 
the Behaviour of the Perfons whodiflfer tq* 
.wards each other ? In a VVord, Whether Chq-^ 
'yHj and mutual Forbearance ^ Hufnanitj and f cod 
mianners, Mefknefs and Lonje^ do not dejerve 
fome few Experinunts ? This is a Method 
that has not yet been found to fail. If it 
Ihall be faid the Reafon is, becaufe it has 
, not been tryed : Why, then, upon the next 
Experitaent that is to be made, this will d?- 
ferve a Preference, to every Method that h^ 
, before been tryed, and iippn each Tryal has 
failed. 

I do not here mean ^riy thing that (hould 
in the kaft abate a juft Concern for Trutht qt 
any fair and Chrii^ian Afe/W/ of defending 
and prpmoting it. Thefe I woufd hope can 
never be inconfiOenc with th^t Love and 
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Charity, which tlie eternal Laws of Rea(bn 
unchangeably require of all Men ; an4 to 
iKrbich the plaineft Rules of Cliriftianity 
'oblige every Chriftian. A Man may furely 
have all that Concern and Zeal t for the 
Faitb» which either isj or poffibly can be re- 
iquired of him^ tho' he retain that Charity^ 
jind in all his Afiions exprefs that Modera- 
tion and Love, by which the Faith he is 
fo much concerned for, is .always to work» 
and by which it is perfeded. He gives here- 
by a greater, and more ufeful Evidence of 
'the Truth of his Faiths than by making 
the moft fubtil Defence, or u(ing the moft 
learned Argumeiits for bis own Opinion. ^ 
''Tis (Certain a Man may do every thing that 
'h neccflary for his ow» Information and Er» 
^ablifbmenC; atid may befidess do every 
thing that Reafon or Religion require for 
*the Initru&ioo or Recovery of Otmsi and 
yet preferve this Lovet both in Temper^ and 
.Anions. It will hardly be a Reafonabie or 
.Chriftian Zeals that propofes more than thii». 
Nor will it be a wife Concern or prudent 
Zeal, that is not content with thofe MechodiS 
.CO which Reafon and Religion dire A. 

So far one would think all Men fhould 
;agree, whofe Judjgments are free and impar- 
tial: Tec how difficiflt is it to prevail even 
with very good People to fee that their Zeal 
(ox.lrufh (a$ their other Virtues^) requires a 

Krudenc Regulation and a wife Management . 
iert. are fo prone to aft after former Prea^ 
dentsy how unreasonable foever^ and the 
Prejudices in Favour of them are ibmany 
and &F9ng i that Ihave thought it necefiary 

to 



to fay romeching in. order to perfwade Men 
to make o»^ Experiment^ bow mu<ii Cbaritjf, 
and mutual Forbearance would do. • 

And this a^ it would preferve them in the 
bed Temper, fo it will alfo be found the beft 
Support and Defence of Truth- I thought 
this the more nece£Eari^» becaufe I apptehei^di^ 
we have an Occadon that calls for It at pre* 
fentj as much as any Junfiure of A^ra Im 
done fince the Reformation. 

There is lately rifen among us an unb^tppy 
Cont]:overf^> concerning a very high and 
difficult Point ; the Unity^ and pififniiioii^ q^ 
the Father, Son and HfilrGbofl. When .a like 
Difpute difturb'd the Church about ijfoo 
Tears ago> alU who know the Hiftorv. ot 
thofe Times, know wh^t Confufion and Mii^ 
chief it occa/ioned. The firft of the Methods 
I mentioned was then tryed» I mean, jBf rc» 
ducing all td an Unity of OfinioBf by netji/ 
Determinations 9 Subfcripiom and Excmmu^ 
» nications ; and, that in all their Variety | 
and fupported with all the Power of the %m^ 
pire : But, with what /^ Success, the long an^ 
furious Contentions of thofe unhappy Times 
declare. And yet, how many are 0;ill fond o( 
tryii^ the fame unlikely Methods over ^in^ 
Can no former Experience make ps wife ? 
Ko Calamities of the Church hcreto^re* 
give us warning to avoid thofe Rocks on 
which ft has fplit more than once? That I 
may not beat the Air with general Renurks^ 
I would bring the Matter home to ch^ pre? 
fent Cafe ; and endeavour to ihew,. how un- 
fit it is, in any prefent DiTputes on tb^ high 
and myflerious Point, to purfu^ thf fame 

' Me- 
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Methods of New 'Tejls^ ofFaith, and Deter- 
minations of Dofirinc ; or to deny the com- 
mon Pledge of Chriftian Communion to each o- 
thcr. How improper muft it be to oblige 
Men to receive, znyither Dctermiiiatioas 
than what the holy Scnptuns have giycn ? Or. 
to fet up zny pgrm of iVords of humane Coin* 
pofition, as a clearer and more particular 
Decifion of the Do(^rines of Re velatjon, thaii < 
the Holj Ghofi^ the Author of all Revelationj 
bas thought fit to decide them by ? 
. If it ihall appear it is not fit fo to decide 
the Dodrines of Revelation,* or to require 
Men to receive fuch Determinations j it muft 
df Neceffity follow. That where Misn dp dc. 
Clare their Aflent to all the Expreflions ia 
which thofe Dodrines are delivered in Scrips 
ture, tho' they ihould not receive, or tho^ it 
may 'be they objed to Explications in un- 
fcripturai Words^ they are not to be deny^l 
the Communion of the Chriftian Church. 
merely on that Account. For on Suppoli- 
tion that fuch Determinations are not 
fit to be made, a Refufal to receive fuch 
Determinations can be no Faulc : Nor can a 
Miftake^ not contrary to feme neceifary De- 
termination, be poflfibly a Fault of fuch a Na*- 
ture ds to defervc Extlufion from the Chrifti- 
an Church. So that i( the firft Point be 
made good> that no fuch Deciflons are to 
be made ; the other muft neceflfarily follow* 
That no Man is to be deny'd Chriftian Com- 
munion for not receiving improper and un- 
authorized Determinations. And that all 
fure Humane DecfJIons ^re thus improper and 
unfit in Queftions about the Trinity, a« 

bovc 



boVe all others, I fhalt endeitrour to per* 
r%wadc from the -following Confiderations. 

F I R s t, A. more f articular and minute De- 
cifim rhati the Scrfftures hate made, of any 
t^ftlofi^ rdatfng tb thefe high Points, muft 
b6 a Matter too hard and difficult for hti^ 
tnam Determination. Barely t0 fay^ that a 
!D6dti0e is high and myflerioiis, intetids 
rfaat it will hardly admit of plain Reafoning, 
x>tof any Decifion by Language fuited to 
our prfefent ^Capacity.' Thefe Doiftrines in 
particular^ hjive been judged in many Points 
inexplicable t And fure They muft have a 
Very hard and unfit Task, who take upon 
Themfel^es to explain whatjs allow'd to be 
inexplicable. It has been jnflly aflferted that 
the Dodrines of Revelation are not to be 
brought down to the Maxfrns of Thilojophj i 
and the Faith of Chriftians is not to be efta- 
blifhM or rejefted by the Schools of Plato or 
Arifiotle. Can the good honeft People, who 
have neither Opportunity nor Capacity for 
philofophlcat Enquiries, be oblig'd to under- 
ftand what is paft their Undcrftanding? Or to 
receive That, upon the Penalty of forfeiting 
the Name and Privileges of Chriftians, for a 
Point of Faith, which They cannot appre- 
hend ? And yet where Philofophy mud be cal- 
led in to affift in an Explication, this muft 
be the Cafe of the far greateft Number of 
Chriftians in all Places; it may be, of Ninety 
nine in an Hundred. And it deferves a par- 
ticular Remark, that the philofophical Terms 
madeufeofin thefe Enquiries, and (he De- 
cifions thereupon, are of all others themoft 
difficult and abftrafted. The Words and 

B , Phrafes 
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Pbrafes arc fo much out of the Way ofcoia* 
men Ufe, that there are but few, even of 
the learned Profcflions themfelves, that have 
any Notion of their Meaning) much lefs 
that can reafon upon them. Nat^re^ Sub^ 
fiance, EJfence, Perfonalhyy IndivtduattQU^ ScfZ. 
tho* fome of the cafieft Words, are yet put 
to fignify fuch abflrafi Notions, that it is 
plain, Perfons who have fpent many Years in 
learning their Meanmg and Ufe do not right-' 
ly underftand them. *Tls manifeftly owing 
to this, that there is fo much Uncertainty 
and Confufion, fuch Mlfunderftanding of O- 
thers, and too often of Themfelves, obfcrva- 
ble Jn many who have thought they were 
qualify 'd to write and inflruft rhe World in 
thefe Matters. I might ea(7ly put this be- 
yond Doubt, by notorious Inflances ; but as 
I intend not to rcfled on any, fo I may truft 
every one, who has the Jeaft Knowledge of 
the many Writings on this Head, to flirnifli 
himfelf with Proofs of it from his own Ob- 
fervation. Now if this be the Cafe, when 
Men go from the plain Words and Declfions 
of Scripture, How caa thefe Things befit or 
proper for Humane Determinations ? What 
Good, can Wife Sober Honeft Perfons. ex- 
peft from them? Not furely to give the Ge- 
nerality of Chriflians any further Light or 
better Underflanding by fuch artificial Deci- 
flons : For to give Men Terms they cannot 
underftand, is to anaufe and con^und them ; 
but can never inforni or inftruft them. One 
might as well expeft to infrrud People, who 
know no other Language than their Mother 
. Tongue, by a Le&ure in Gfetk and Hebrew. 

Nor 
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Nor can it be reafonably hoped, that fucli 
Methods fbou Id put an find to thofe Dif- 
putes that (haH at any Time unhappily ar/fe 
upon thefe Heads. For when once Men gee 
Into Metnphyflcal Fnftnejfejy there is hardly a- 
tyy JVay whereby ro drive them out agafn- 
Lct Men begm to play with thofe hard and 
abftrad Terms, and they who love the Sport, 
or have any Ends to ferve by jt, (cfpecfally 
if they have a little Skill in Polmkal T*rtcks) 
may keep up the Ball of Contention for ever. 
Can thofe Things then, be thought proper 
for Humane pecfffohSi which when they are 
prodirced and applfed> are fo abflrufe and 
difikutt, that a great Part of the World, 'for 
Want of Capacity, can't be the better for 
thetti ? And IS r\oi another Part of the World, 
fince there is fo much Advantage given to 
quarrelfome and conrentjous Tempers, like 
CO be the worfe for them) 

To make us more fenffblc of the Force of 
this Argument, let us a llrrfp confidcr the 
Example of Cbrlfl and his Apjlles. No Chri- 
ftian fure, will difpiite their Wifdom, or be 
afraid of- following their Steps. How did 
our Ble (Ted Lord in his own Inftriidfons 
accomodate himfelf to the Weaknefs and 
Capacities of his Difciples ? / have many 7hingt 
to jj^^nto yoU) but ye cannot- bear them nmo*. 
Thefe were Things of very great Impor- 
tance to the Nature of hfs own Gofpel ; and 
yet he waits a proper Time, and a proper 

Method even of Infplration,to Inftrud them 

• 
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theretfi. Was there fucb Condefcention IQ 
ihjp Author of our Faith to the Infirmrtt^s 
pf his DiTcipljCS) and that not only, from thq 
Weakhefs of their Judgment, but in fcKiie 
Meafure alfo of their perverted Minds ; and 
jfhall we, whpare to be Followers both of hi^ 
Faith and ExamplCi not con(!der the una* 
voidable Weaknefs of Hun^ane Nature ? Shall 
not wc allow for the faultlefs Incapacity pf 
common Undcrftandings, when they canno; 
take in what the moil: Elevated and IxnprOr 
vcd very hardly attain to. 

To this we may add the Pradiccoof Sfr. 
Tauh fp conformable to the E^ainple of h!^ 
Savidur. ^ And /, BrethreUi ctuld mt J^^ 
unto ym as unto Spiritual^ but as unt9 Carmh ^«- 
ven as unto B<tbes in ChriJL I have i^ you with 
Milkf and mt with Mea0 ; for hitherto ye t^rf 
mtahie to bear //, neither yet now are ye able^ 
The DoElorsy they valued m Prejudice to the 
Apoftle, had bewitdred them, with pretendr 
sng to a deeper Inflghc into the ChrrAiati 
kcligion, than the Appftle faw they wer^ 
fit for, at that T/me. So that what greater 
jMfatrers foevex he had to fmpart to them* 
he thought it^ proper to wait for a Seafon 
when thefr Minds were better prepared tq 
receive them. So far was the Jpoftle from 
hnfofing upon them what they werefekapa* 
bte of receiving, or what they might ft^w 
an Indifpofirtipn toward, or might be likely 
|o make an ill Ufe of ; or, from the nccefla* 
ry Circumfiances and Condition of their 



♦ \ Cor, 3, I, i< 



Lives^i 



Livess could not give a long and critical Au 
tcmrion tci. That we may not look ujjon 
thhy 4$ the Apoftlc's Condud in One parcfcu* 
kr Cafe otxiy, he h%$ paiTed it fnta a Gene- 
ral Caaon «. Him tb4t b we^ Ih thf Fmth re^ 
cftve jtff * hit mt t$ dmbtful Dfjputntkns.' 
What MiTchiefs the Want of a Regard to 
this Camn has occafioned> in many Inftan- 
fces^ I (ball not here enumerate ; but 1 hope 
I iiiay, without Oficnce> [^y^ that if any 
Weaknefs cf Faith i$ to be overlooked, iany 
dctabttVil Difputations to be avoided » fuch 
im^lky are the natucaU neceffary, Weakneiles 
0f Tfeonght and Judgmenti which will ever 
be fbmtd in the grcateft Number ofNChtiftf*^ 
aos ; and fcch are thofe Difpures which are 
ahfoltttely abov!e the Capacity of the Majot 
rity, by for, of Good People in every Ago 
of the World. 

QucAions of this Hind reem^ in their own 
l^aturei to cail for the uctnoil Caution. And 
ft^was wiffly taken Noticd of by Confinntim^ 
m his Iletter t<y.Ak%(mdiY and Artusy on Qc** 
caiion.of their Hi^xcvtc&i^ What Man (fays- 
jbe) ^is abrle exa&ly^nnd Accurately to com« 
^ . pTcbend Tfa ings (pjrery in^ and drfficnlt i 
i Who -can wfeU and wcnthily ttxplaintbem^ 
^ Or if any Man fhcmld iiQagine. faimfelf a*» 
^ bfe, how fniall. a Part of the Commoo 
^ People is it that iie can inftruft thjerein ) 
f Wiiocan.evcR'fecure himfelf from the Dan-i 
f get of fome great Mifcarriage, when eu^* 
f ;gage4 ^ the ^btilcies of fuch Queflioosil 






* l^tnt. 14. I. 

.i Were, 



14 Of Uncharitable Cont^eifcions 

^ Here> a MukfpHa^ of Words ought to 
H be; reftrain'd, \t9c thro' then- o«rn Wcak- 
^ ncfs, or ItvAifficiency to explain fuch Qae* 
' ^ Aionsy or the flow tjndet Handing of dum 
^ that hear them, and liicapaclty to judge' 
•• rfghtly of fuch Arguments, the Church be 
^'drawn into the Danger either of BUfphe* 
^ my on one Hand, or of Di?ilion on the 
^ other.* t 

. Thcfe Methods of Peace^ we fee were wife* 
!f thought on, at the Beginning of thofe nn* 
liappy Troubles. Bat Mens Pafiions were 
too -much heated to leaVe Room ^ for the' Du 
te&fon of a calm Jadgment. What thef "^buld 
not.receive asX?afliii^ittfVr, they wereihowerer 
refolv:'d.(^ it :&ould ieem) to itiaiie a trui 
jprQpbecj. . And io the Ci^urch of Chrfft^zs mt* 
feirably.totn in Pieces between them. ' 

I am fcndble that what I haveifaid ftands 
liabic to this Rq>]y.: The Imp^rtancf oOtbefe 
DoStrims to ChrifHanfty; tbefr abfolote Ne* 
ceifity to a right Underfianding of the Per^ 
frtiy and therewith the O^^^^and iMU^ion* 
of ourBIelTed Sairfaor; with the gttat: Dan* 
ger of Errors In Points fo effent&d tc the 
Chriftiah Relifiw ; ftipeiyede all ttheCottfi'^ 
derations I have mentioned : Forafmitch as* 
what 18 nece(!ary to be. known, be it never 
for high, myilq^ious on difficultj^ niuft' be 
leajoc.;.,and therefore is to be taught; and 
(hat ^ with the greater Exadnefs, * and more 
luxurate Determkiatiotv, that Men may be 
fecaced f rom. Errors .w^ere the Dtfficolty of 

ft. 
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ihc Qticjftion mak^s it more eafy for them 
to mlfUke: And ^nce it is mantfell rhflkC 

, Men are apt to hide their Errors by a wrong 
Ufe of Scripture ^xprcffions, it is neccflary 

.to fix their Meaning and Confequences bf 
qipre determinate Explicatic^ns. 

Now in Anfwcr to this, I would propofe 
Wthe 

Second Place, another Confiderationt 
tha):- hQwever important an4 neccdafy thefe 

..Pp^rines, be iii 1 hem/elves, yet it cannot be 
aeceiTary to determine; any thing concerning 
them that the Scrjif^res . have not determined ; 
or to decide them by any other Explkatt^Hs 
than thf Word of God has given of theip. 
This is an immediate Conrequem:e from that 
PerfeEiion of the Holy Sir/ptures^/w\\kh SL\\ 
Proteftams ptofefs to maintain and.cont<)n4 
for, againll the contrary bold and unjuft Pre- 
tenflons of the R$n$an Church. That CburcJi 

. unhappily ilands in Need of other Fpundati- 

.ons of Faith than tjie Ifolj &rippures, that, 
maycftablift for them, fome Things -no. whetc 

. to be .found in Scripture, and may counre<« 
nance them in others, with a l^on Obftante to 
the; Scriptures. But Proteflants fure have no 

• Occaflon for the faifte Helps-; nor will ever be 
broujght to give up. the PwffeBfon of Serff/ure, 
bec^ufe it is ,not perfe<S enot^hi to ferve their 
Purppjfs. I muft.own, 'cjis in my Account 
a inighcy Prejudice to any Mcthodjs,wi>ate- 
ver, wbeii they lead Men Into the h^fd Nfr- 

. ceflity pf cpncradlaihg themfrlvei* Atidthis 

. muft be the Cafe of thofe, who cryj it|> the 
co^pJcat Perf cftion of Scripture, on the o6c 
Handi and qn the other, decry it..fo:fftr 9s 

if 
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if It is not able of it felf, without a good 
deal of thcfr Affiftance, to dfrcft us in fottic 
of the moft ncceflary and important Pbiiits 
of the Chrlftian Faiths Thfs h too Iftc the 
direa: Boy^s Play of the Papffis, (zs Mn C*/f- 
li^gvH>rth juftly calls !t) who acknpw!ed|e the 
Scriptures to be a perfed Rule> forisnfiuch 
as a Writing can he a Rule ; only they de*y 
tthat it excludes unt^ritten Tfaditibn : So 
thefe Men ov^n^ the Bfble to be a perfcfie 
Rule, only that it wants feme fnrthfer Dect- 
. lions, and Interpretatfons in fome materiij 
• Points of Faith. This h as if they (houM fay 
(to ufe Mr. CbfUlngworth's Words) We acktl0^r- 
ledge it to be as perfed a Role as a Writing 
can be, only we deny it to be as perfeft a 
Rule as a Writfng may be : Either therefore 
they muil revoke thefr Acknowledgment, or 
tetrad their Rctraftion of it r For borii can- 
not poffibly ftand together. For if they will 
(land to what they have granted, that Scri{>- 
tur(^ is as perfed a Rule of Faith, as a Wri*^ 
ting can be, (and I will make bold to ftio^ 
pofe Proteftants will allow as much of tne 
Pcrfeftion of Scripture as Paptfts have expref- 
ly done) they muft grant it both fo cmfleat 
that it needs no AddHionj and fo evident that 
it needs no Interpret at fon : For both thefc Pro* 
pertles are requifite to a ferfell Rule ; and a 
Writing is capable of both ' thefe Properties^ 
That both thefe Properties are requfffte to a 
perfedt Rule, it h apparent, becaufe that 
IS not perfed in any Kind, which wants 
foiAc Parts belonging to its Integrity ; as he 
is not a perfed Mah who wants any Part 
appertaining to the Integrity pf a Man ; and 

there-. 
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f hcfcfMe that which wants any Accejjion to 
make ft a perfeft Rule, of it felf^ is not 
a pctftOt ' Rule. And then^ the End of a 
Rule IS' to- regu/ate and dinii : Now e- 
vcry Iftfttliment is more or lefe perfeft in its 
Kind, Bs It is more or lefs -fit to attain the 
fiwrf'fo* which Jt i«,ordaln'd; but' nothing 
obfcure, or unevident, while it is fo, is fie 
to regql^te and direft them to whonl it is 
fo ; tkcr^fore it is requifite alfo to a Rule^ 
fo far as it is a Rule, ton be evident ; other- 
wife indeed it is no Rule, becaufe it cannot 
fer^e for Diredion- I conclude therefore, 
that both thefe Properties are required to a 
feffeSi Ruky both to be fo comp/edt as to need 
ti6 Addition, and to be fo evident as to 
ti^ed no Interpretatfoti. * 

•Now that a Writing (fuch as the Scrip- 
ture) is capable of both thefe Perfe^ions, 
(he further adds^ f is ib plain, thu^t I am 6- 
Teti afliamed to prove it. For he that do- 
ilies it, mafk fay, that fbmething may be 
fi^en that cannot be written. And having 
asked whether they (the Papifls) can^ give, 
fuch IfiterpretatJQn Qi all Obfcurities in the 
Faith as (hall need no further Interpretation^ 
be proceeds in this Manner, very njiuch to 
our Purpofe: * No Man can without Blaf- 
^ pheniy deny, that Jefus Chrift, if h&had 

• pleas'd, could have writ us a Rule of Faith 

* 10 plain and perfect, as that it fiiould have 
^ wanted neither any Part to make up its 
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Integrityi nor any Clearnefs to luke ic 
fofEciemly Intelligible: And if Chrift could 
hare done tbis» then the Thing m^hc 
faatre been done ; a Writing there might 
have been endowed with ooth tbefe PiQ* 
|>ert{es. Thus therefore I coiichidei A 
Writing n)ay be fo {>erfed a Rule as xm 
need neither Addnion» nor InterpretattM i 
bii the Scripture yOu fevw Pff^O a^* 
knowledge a perfe£l: Rule> forafmuch as ft 
Writing can be a^ule ; therefore it nttii 
neither Atldition nor kiterjprttktidn'. 
1 have chofen to ufe the Words of Mr. 
Chillihgimth, both K> preferve it this Argil* 
bent the inimftable Strength of bis Reafoo- 
itig, and to iheW at the fame T^ac^ the tr-ne 
Protefianc Dodrfhe In this eflfenfial PotfiC ' 
of Cbntroverfy With she Paf/Jk. And wc 
may further obferve, that the mofi yadici^m 
Defender of the Church of England his gVivA^ 
ed this Dodrine in the fame Mauner, when 
replying to the Argument of the Diffem^rs 
from the Perfedfon of Scr4>ture^ ^againft ^t 
Impofition of any Thfng not ci>inman4ed in 
Scripture as a neceiTary Term of Cdmtaui- 
nion, 

Mr.Nooker * havitig ftiadc a Diftindion be- 
tween Matters of Dlfdpline iand Macftrs 0i 
Fai^h and Salvation^ thusdeterminesconcern- 
ing the FerfeEiion q/ Scripture with reiped to 
Both: We teach that whatfoevier is unto Sal- 
vation termed neccflary, by Way of Excel- 
lency ; wbatfoever it llandeth all Men upon 
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W ktoWi or do, that they may be favcjl ; 
"Mrhatfoever there is^ whereof it may be truly 
faid^ this not to beh'eve, is eternal Death 
and Damnation, or this every Soul that 
. will ' live muft duly obferve ; of which Sort 
the Artkhs of Chrrfttan FaM, and the ^mOr. /^^rh^^^'^'f 
ntents of the Church of Chrift are: All fuch 
Things, if Scripture did not comprehend, 
the Church of God fliould not be able tp 
mcafure out the Length, and the Breadth of 
that Way wherein for ever the is to walk : 
Heretkh and Schlfmattiks never ceafing fome 
to abridge, fome to enlarge, ail to pervert; 
and obfcure the fame. But as for thoTe 
Things that are acceifary hereunto j tho£e 
Things that fo belong to the Way of^ Sal- 
vation, as to alter them is no otherwife to 
change that Way, than a Path is change^! 
by altering only the uppermoft Face thereof, 
which be it laid with Gravel, or (et with 
GrafSf or pared^ with Stones, remaineth ftilj 
the fao^e Path ; in fuch Things, ibecaufe DiiU 
sxfxUm may teach the Church what is c^nve- / ^^ ,^^^..Jh^^^ 
aient, we hold not the CAwr^A further ticdj/^>{*^^'^^7i^^: / 
herek unto Scrlpmre^ than that againft Scrip* I ^^*^ V^^^ ? ^ p 
turc, Nothing be admitted in the Church<^ t^-^^ ^ '*" ' 

It is here remarkable that this judicious^ ^rA^f:/ < 
Writer yery plainly aflferts the compleat Per- 
ie&ioii of Scripture, in Things of Super nam-^ 
■ral JiivelatioUi and all Points • of Faith and 
^raftfce mcejfary to Salvation \ at the fame 
Time he defends and claims pQwer for ^^ 
the Chmfh to determine Things, not oeccfli- r.^, ^-^ •- ^^^vk ^^ 
ry, and convenient only as neceifary to tbe/^ ,v..^^ 
ouiwar4 Forms of fVofjhsy. It is hence ccrtain^/;;^ ^^jZ 
he did not jgrant fo much as Mr. Cartiartght ^ , 

C % and^^S ^* 
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and the other PurHan Writers pleaded for. 
So that here we fee the unanimous Sen(e 
of the Englf{b Proteftants ; feme indeed plead* 
ing' for more, but all grantihg thus much» 
That nothing but what was comprehended 
in S€rtfture could be a Part of that Fafth or 
PraEitce that is ntcejfary to Ssivatton. 

Now when this comes to be fafrly con- 
(idered in its /uft Confeqnences, ft will I 
think appear, that tfie Importance of the 
Points Tn QuefHon, is fo far from being a 
Reafon why they fliould be determined by 
'unfcrtptural Deciflonsj that ft is a very firoDg 
Argument againft their being fo determined. 
For the greater thefr Imporrahce is^ (fop- 
pofc of abfolftte Ncccfllty to Salvation,) they 
cannot then, without giving up the Perfefti- 
on of the Scriptures, be any otherwifc de- 
termined, than as the &rf}^f ^^i . themfel ves 
have determined them. Becaufe then, in 
(he moft plain and obvfous Senfe, the 
Scriptures would not be a ferfeEl Rule in 
Matters of Sahattotty if they had not direded 
us to all Thfngs, and that with fufficient Clear- 
nefs and Evidence, that were neceflfary to 
Salvation. So that in this View the Queftion 
feems to be brought to a very near and 
plain Point ; and the Holy Ghoft has him- 
felf already decided ft : For what he has de- 
termined is what he judges fi^ to be determin'd ; 
and what, he haa not detern^fned, manifeftly 
in his Judgment was not necejjary to be de- 
termined. Hereupon the very StippofaU 
that a Qucftfon wanrs other DccifTons than 
thofp of Scripture, or a further Interpretation 
pf Scripture that fhall authoritatively de(er- 

min? 
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its Meaoing> is, by a very eafy and 
/oft Confcquence to declare, that Qi^ioo 
docs not need to be determined at all. For 
the iVery Suppofal, that the Scriptures have 
not determined ity (as it mud ever be Aip^ 
pofed where , further Decifions, or aurbort* 
tative Interpretations are fafd to be neceiia^ 
ryO does involve in^it this further Suppo&If 
That the Scriptures declarej it \% a Qutftibn 
..chat needs not be determined. In fuch Cafes 
to attempt it, is to put Reafon 'and PM^ 
f^fhj^ the Judgment or Authority of Men» 
above the Scriptures, as well as to derogate 
from their Perfcdion \ whatever Men may 
fay, to take o£F Appearances to the contrary«i 
It was therefore a very juft, as well as fmart 
'Refledfon, Father ?aul tells^ us was made 
on the Decrees of the pounctl of Irent coh- 
trernfng yufiificatiou ; * That they had fo 

* diftlndly fettled the fevcral Caufes of it, 
^ that if Arifiotle had not affifted them, we 

* muft have wanted many Articles of the 
^ Chriftian Faith *. Let us leave the Roman 
Church, which pretends to be an rnfaSiik 

'Judge of Controvcrfy, to give fuch Honour 
to an Heathen Phflofopher; Proteftants, I 
hope, will always have a greater Regard to 
the Honour of C h r i s t. 
' If it (hall, notwithftanding, be fafd. That 
what may be proved from Scripture by a 
a Juft and lavsful Confequence^ is to be looked 
upon as decfded and determfned by the 
Scr^tures ihemfehes. 

I anfwer briefly. It certainly Is fo tp 
all who fee fuch Confequences to be Jufl and 
lawful \ ft is fo to all Men who apprehend 

fuch 
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liich Proof ; but this zxif^$ not from the A^ 
$mi of tke Confejuena^ but the JtUlgmiia an^ 
OntfcUttc^ of the P«i£m who perafves it to 
^ a true Confcqucncc : For all ConfequeiiT 
ces and DecifTonsj in thcmfelvc^ copfidered* 
arc no other than humane keafhuffngs^ in vrhidi 
there may be SopMJirj^ as well as right Rea^ 
foning : And therefore, there nuty be (Jnr. 
certainty and Ermt as well as Security an4 
Tnub. So that fn this Cafe, every Man 1$ 
to fee for himfelf, how fa/r and /uft fuch 
Conrequences are ; and even in To dofqg hf 
muft ever look upon fuch Confequences a^ 
they truly are, the Reaionfngs oijiUihU ^e^p 
m which they may be miAakeb. 

Thde Confequences muft then be alwayf 
diAingiiifiied from the Authority of the Htt^ 
Su^i^tures tbemfelves : And how ufeful (o^ 
ever they may be for InfiruSton or Perfmor 
^», they never can have Authority to 4eter^ 
mine Mens Faith* This may further help us 
to another Confidera^ron, In the 

Third Place.Tbat fuch Deteri«ination$ are 
not only imnece&ry, but alfo intftifjibh i be- 
caufe chore is no p9^ble Aham by which to 
make them. The Enquiry is ooJy abpvt .fMC]» 
Queftions as the Scriptures have o<K th^ii^« 
felves exprefty decided ; and there is no pof- 
l&le Means to dcK:ikie them* 4iter it has 
^em'd gdoud to imfioite Wifdom tp Ji^rc 
cbem undecided. For i( it is po0ibk tp ^tr^ 
dde them any othqr Way th^ by DiviUS^ 
Revelation, it muft be by AsithorHj lodgfd in 
fme Penfows to decide for ^hers ; and by 
iome Fitntfi and Capacity In fuch Per^osj for 
iiicb z Purpofe. . 

But 
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But neither of thefe are any where to be 
found . Indeed the Pafijts have baafted ^of 

Jkcfo Authority among theni> but are Jftrangdy 
divided \diere to place jt ; fo that if thi^ 
were never fo fure they had it famvohre^ 
ofilefs they were certain and agreed vjhtr^ 'U 
waa, It wouIdJ;>e full out asvuielcis to tkem$ 
as if they had it m^ at aB. ^ 

It moft be ownedi aU Fmeftamj have nw 
talked fo confidently upon thfsHead as migH 
be wifiiedi or as foiae of their cither dvowe4 
Pr£nci{>les Ihould teach them to iio* Yet 4 
Neeeffity of oppofin^ the Precence #f tfa# 
Papifts has made them fpeak out etibagh tn 
^ftroy all their other inconfiilent Ways of 
tiitkicig on this Head* For as they have dii^ 

. glaimed an ii^alMle Judge of Coiitrovetf}r» 
rhey have in Eflfed difqualified ^ery Mm i^ 
dkikermine Qoefiions of Faith for ^ber§. 
Since no Man has a fure Way» wheieby M 
tfeertain the Confequcnces he draws fiom 
Scripture » that alone is fubveriive of 4tt 
ClaTmis of fiich Authority : For nothl^ 
«4n be plainer than this, That when a Maii^s 
Fiaith fiands upon fiKh Authority^ it does not 
Hkmi upon the N^ord of God, but upon an 
smctrfeafil Stfppofitlon, that they who are his 
DfreftdfS) hav,e r^ii^Iy underft&od the Mlfi4 
^f Gbrift. 

•How as fuch Su|^^p(ition may poifibly be 
falfe, as well as true;> a previous (^ftaoH 
mufl (frft bb examitied, before their Dec\&- 
-ens tati have any Authority at all ; That Is, 
M Reahtyi they never have any proper Aa- 
•choijty, but the Truth ot their Judgmeiit Md 
Opinion is to be examined^, as ev»ry ^hir 

Man's 
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Man*s Is. In fuch Cafe tticy are truly fo faf 
from having Authority over others, that all 
other Men who are concerned have hereby 
in Authority over them ; or> in pla'in Words, 
are not to fubmit to their DeciJtonSy but to 
the Refult of their tnou Inquiry, Whether 
their Decifions are right or wrong. 

I Many, I know, have endeavoured various 
W^ys .to find out a Medium, but all in 
vain. The Queftion is fo obftinate, as to 
admit hut of one plain Anfwer; Yes,' or 
No. Either that there is an abfolute Autho* 
rity, dr, chat there Is None. And this muff 
ever be the Cafe, where the laft Refort is to 
the private Judgment and Confcience of 
every Chriftian. And wherever that is ad-* 
mitred in any one Cafe, it imift by necetfary 
Confeqof^nce draw after it every other Point, 
which any Perfon ihall think nt to fnquire 
into, or fee Reafon to diffent from? 

To bring this Matter yet clofer to my 

^prefent Purpofe, Whatever may be faid in 
Matters of Prudence, and outward Order; 
yet in Points of [oU Revelation^ there can be 

1 no Authority but what is Infallible ; nonebot 
what is founded on Infpiration. A$ what is 
known of thofe Dodrines could never have 
been known but by Revelation, nothfng fur- 
ther can be kno>Yn of them, or certainly 
taught concerning them, bur by «the fame 
Methckl of Revelationt 

Nor 1^ the Cafe at all altered^ b'y fayfn^. 
Nothing IS ^rtber intended by fuch Deci- 
fions, but; afcerlaining what is already revealed. 
For that In the Event amounts to juft the 
fame thing. Seeing that when I am to re- 
ceive 
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ccive any Dofl;rincs of foie Revelation^ t rcf- 
ccivc them Jsdihy becaiife they art reveaUdi 
and upon the Authority of infpired leathers : 
But it I muft fi^nd fn needj (as fome would 
pretend) of thelt Decfjtons, to fe and afccftalh 
the truM, Senfe and Meaning of RevcUtfodi 
and that perhaps in long and dbfcuri? Con« 
fequences ^ 'tis plain I muil then depend* 
not on Revelation it fetf, but ohjome Ment ^ 
Senfe and Opinion of Reirelation ; which neit 
ther is nor poffibly can be a Revelation to 
me. What I fee myfeifin God s Word, h^ 
the Force of a Revelation to me ; but what 
Another Man kcs^ or fays he fees there, how- • 
ever tight it may be in it felf, is yet certain* 
fy no more than A/V Confcience and Judg- 
ment ;, which, in every fallible uninfpired 
Man> it is into lerable Arrogance to fet up 
as a Revelation of God, and is by no means 
to be received by others as fuch. 

Upon this Foot, a Pretence to determine 
Queftions, not determined in Scripture; or 
wKich is fn eflFeft the fame, to fix by Con- 
fequences what (hall be the Senfe of Scrip- 
ture, in Exprefllons fuppofed fo doubtful as 
not to determine their own Meaning in 
Points of- fole Revelation ; is to fubftitute 
Reafon in the room of Revelation^ and thit 
uncertain Arguments of fallible Men in the 
Place of infallible and infpired • Teachers. 
That is, it would at once remove the Boun- 
daries of Faith and Reafon ; and would footi 
fubjed: a41 things^ in Revelation, to the Sy- 
fiems of Philofophv that (ball happen at.fevd- 
ral Times to be in Fafhion. This is by no 
means a vain or Idle Fear i it has adually 

P hap- 
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happened (o, fn more Infiances than one. As 
to the great Dodriues of the Trinity^ there 
was a T/me when Vlato was fuppofed to' 
know more of them, than the Scripture h\itxa- 
fplves. It was not lofig before forae others 
found out that Arjjktle was a better Itter- 
preter of Scripture than Plato, And not 
many Teju:s ago> a noted Divmebf our own 
Country difcovercd that Mr. Pes Cartes was 
the bcft Pbil^itpker of them all, to give the 
mod clear and inteUiglble Account of thefe 
Mfttters. This, *tis true, was found outto be 
jSerefyi but many were of Qpinion, that 
happened chiefly becaufc Artjhth was fo well 
fecured, being fn Po0e^on of St. Thcmar^ 
and the Maftir of the Sentences hxmfelf. But 
fn good Earneft, is not th|s to put the Chmcb 
pf God into* a ^liferable Cpndiiion, when 
a Right to the Nanae and Privileges oiChrffii^ 
(ins mvA^ dcpcnd^not on Scriptire j^alificattcnSf 
but onfych Decijiens as the relgnJng rbilofo- 
phy of the Times we hVe m, lhall give to 
jDoSrines of mere Revelation. 1 would hope 
this CpnCderation may hjave fpme Weight, 
with thofe tfjpcchlly^ who profefs a grfot 
Concern for the Honour «f Divine RcveJa* 
;ion. They, pf all others, fhould be cauti- 
ous, how they bring humane Reafpn and 
f htlofophy intp the^e C;^ftions ; left thfv 
Cbodid be found dping ttemfejves^ and w^ 
their own Hands^ whal: thcj^ profefs to fear 
powers are doing, and oF which they fc,cfn to 
have fuch diftnal A|ipi"cheniib»s. They 
would do well to cpnfklet a IiftJe,. Whether 
|A^ do not thus give others . an, j&»i/tf to 
Jjncig ip jhf if P^ilvjofhical Explivatipns, an<^ 

eveq 
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.er^n juftrify them in fo 4omg ; ar)d whether 
jtbe Tim(; may not com% (perhaps then too 
Jatc fpr a Remedy,) when th^jy (hall urife, 
^ They had prudently kept themfelves wlthia 
'^ the ^ale of Scripture^ and had not voltinr 
V rarfly engaged thefr Adverfaries on dffad- 
^ vantageous Ground'. Thefeafc, I fiipuid 
thtnic, ConSderations pf fuch Moment^ a- 
^ainlc all unfcriptural peci/ioas of thefe 
C^eftfons, as are fufficient to over balan^^ 
any Convenience -or Benefit that may be fapr 
ipofed from them i tbo' it were certain fome 
cpnfiderabie Advantage would follow upon 
^hem. . And yet, in Tnith, that can never be 
well fupp0fed> for what Good pan b^ 
drought to proceed from foch unlikely 
J^ans ? What BeneHt (rom a thmg ib very 
diifieulc to do, io needlefs to be donc> nay, 
which 4n £0ed is inipoflible? Qub, I'think» 
we iv^ay carry xhts ^of nt moch further^ and 
not only guard againKl it as an Objedion, 
but make life of it as a confiderable Argii- 
mont j I woqld therefore add in the 

^ o u ^ T H Plac? , That the Qonfe* 
^oences of fuch Determinatfons muft b^ 
very dangeYom^ and grectly prejudicial to th^ 
trm Ends Q^\Reltgion* ^^^^ Ex»perTe'ncc has 
&ewn us in fornier Tryals i and we h2Lvp 
Keafon to exped tr, whenever it fliall be 
tryed over again. The ConfequeQccs are fo 
natural, they wn hardly ever t»il. pqr I^- 
iiance, 

Thefe Determinations tend .natur4JIy tq 
i^ing in vAzny ^vtherDtfp'uteSj and greatly 
encreafe the Catqes of D'tvifion. Such Peciif- 
^0$ one wQuld chinl?, |f gpdd iFor any thing 
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jiE all| muft be proper to put an ^nd to Dif- 
putesj and (iltfnce all Oppofitlon to tiife 
Ttuth ; but in Faft it is quite $therwife. For 
Wc generally find, that fnftcad of quitting 
t>ur Hands of a former Controverfy by the(c 
Means, we have only the SatisfaAion of 
feeing our felvcs involved in two or three 
more upon chem ; ' And foon come to fafi 
under, the Charge of afling like thofe skilful 
Workmen^ who are generally obfefved to 
make two Holes in mending one. For it 
ufually happens, that no fooner do fuch Dc* 
terminations come abroad, but inftead oi 
a refpeftful Silence, or a quiet Submiffion $ 
new C^uetiions are ftarted. As, by whae 
Authority they have taken upon themfelves to 
judge and decide for others ? dTc; So that as 
Mr, ChtUingwortb obferves of the Paptftsi the 
very Judge oi Controverfy becomes it felf cm: 
greateli Controverfy. And thus a new Game 
IS put up, which muft be run through all 
the Labyrinths of Church Power and Au- 
thority, in which a Pope himfelf may chance 
to meet with appealing Bijhops. Thus a Que* 
ftlon that was fufficiently intricate 6efore, is 
made yet more intricate^ by involving it ^ith 
other Queftions : Infomuch that by thefe 
Means it is fairly brought into a*Way of 
being endlefs. 

Befides, whatever Pecifions Men can 
make, have another Misfortune of admini- 
firing to new Quarrels ; and that isy in 
the very Interpretation of the ditermtnations 
that fliall be made. And for this there will 
ever be a great deal of Room,- where the 
Terms neceiTary to be ufed are of a com 

plex 
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i>lcx Nature, and put to fignify very ab- 

ftt^ad Notions. Nay, the more minurcly 

Men dectde fuch Queftibns, the greater Op-" 

porrunity will there be to ftart new Dlfputcs 

upon thiieir Scnfe and Meanfng. Thus it 

hiippened lipota the famous Deciflon'of the 

Council of Nice, It was thought by the Fa^ f\ f ^^^ 

thers there aflemblcd, that the Word 'Ofj^^^<^, ^ '^ OV^y^^^^- 

would fully fupport Orthodoxy, and fettle* 

th€ Truth. But after all, how was the very ^ 

Meaning of that Word immediately dffputed * 

in thbfe Times ? How has it been contro*- 

verted. flnce.? It remains at this Day a very - 

great Qucftioii what they intended by it. In • 

our own Times, fince the Reformation^ how 

warmly have the diferent Parties in thePri?- 

dejlinarian Controverfy difputed the Mowing 

of the Articles of the Cl)urch ? 

' Thefe, tho' very confiderable Evils, are 
yet fome of the lea/l we may Juftly fear from 
fuch Decifions. For, they are naturally apt 
•to make theAfe/i, they are defignd agamfl^ more 
obfiinate in their Opimnsj and more warm ; 
and zealous than ever to propagate and defend '^ 
them/ Men hardly love to be driven to a- 
ny thing ; Jeaft of all to be forced in their 
Judgment and Opinions. To be forced to- 
ft Suimijffim without ConviSif on, will ever fit 
heavy upon their Minds. 'Tis great odds 
but they will think themfelves bound, to de- 
fend themfel^es from, what they will. likely 
accbiint,* great Injuftice ; and will leave no 
Stone unturned to gain their Point And 
fince they find Humane Decifions are to de- 
termine their Controverfy, they will proba- 
bly attempt every Thing to gain the f ^tu- 
"' ' • ■ • E er 
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ei^ of J^etfrmlnatiOtt into their own Hands. 
How foon did Jthana/tus bimlelf with the 
reft of the Orthodox feel this? Without 
which, in all likelihood) be had never been 
forced to complain the whole VVorld was 
turned Amn. Nor had O/usy i^reffderit of" 
the Council of Nice, (a Man fo famous for 
Learning, Prudence* and Plery,) t^ecn i;e4u-, 
ced to the hard Neceffity, at almoft 4n Hun- 
dred Tears of Age, of leaving a lafiin^Blbt 
upon his Charadter by fubfcribfn^ tp an 
Airian Cot^efflon. But 'tis when Mcivperqcavc 
a Gaufe is to be won by the Major Vote, 
that they grow obftinate, expefiing when 
fome Change or other, may give them the 
Power over tbofe that at prefent keepjjchcni 
under; and then they propofc to gratify at 
once their Ambition and Revenge. Sad 
indeed it is, fuch Paflions ftould i^ver mix 
thenifelves in any Debates, efpecially in the 
Queftions of Religion and Chrinianity : But 
a^ Man muft have very little KnowTedgc of 
Humane Nature, or Experience in the Aftairi 
of Life, who does riot ,fee this. a very coin* 
mon and ufual £0ed pf Things wtieK brought 
t9 this State; and .every wife Mail. ought, 
juftly toexped thofeCpnfequ.cnce$ of THiijgs 
that are likely, and frequent. Thiis the anlyGnd 
End in View from fuch Deciflcxns,, is made 
next to imfojJJble^ when the Prejudices of 
Mens ^inds are confirmed and fettled bjr 
the Violence of their Pajjtons. ' .^'. .\\ 

BuF the worft Confequenee of all ftfll rc- 
miiins, and which very feldom happens to 
faiii, I mean the Mffchtef it doe\ n fraBical . 
i{<//Xro/7,and the Hazs^ard there is even of 

lofing 
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lofing it in cheQaarrel As Peace maybe 
bought too dear, when it muft be purchafed 
With the Lofs of Truth: So T^uth it felf will, in 
its Turn, be alfo bought too dear, if wc 
inuft pay for it with the Lofs of praBkal 
Religion* For to what Purpofe* is it we re* 
tain the Truth, if we have no Ufe for it 
while we have it} Docs not the Benefit of 
Truth it felf confift in this, that it either 
direds us to the Paths of Holinefs, true Pie- 
ty and eternal Happinefs ; or inch*nes us to 
walk therein, and leaves proper Impreflions 
on our Minds to incite us to all thofe Vir- ' 
tues and Graces, wherein pradical Religion 
condfts? But how can this be well expeded, 
when Mens Minds are diverted, by abftrufc 
Speculations, from attehding to the practical 
Influence of thofe very Truths, they are fo 
warm for ? And what Good can be wrought 
by any Truths when their Paffions are fo di* 
fturbed, that their AfFcdtions are incapable 
of any jad or lartin^ ImprefSons? How ma- 
ny Perfons will it difcourage from good, re-^ 
ligious, and holy Purpofes and RefolutionSi 
when they fee Men fo divided in Queftions 
of the higheft Importance, if Humane Deci- 
fions in the great Do<5trines of Religioq 
' muft be taken for fuch ? What Uncertainty 
and Irrefolution muft it occaiion, wheq 
they fee good and learned Men divided^ 
and, unhappily in the Warmth of Difpute, 
pharging each other with very great, per- 
haps with damnable Errors? How rnuft 
many an Hopcft Mind .ftand ip Sufp^ncei 
doubtful which Way to take, and fearful of 
^Qthi leaft phey chance to hU wp^n th? 
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Wrong ? How may fome be poflibly tempt- 
ed inrp the moft fatal ^nares ! On the one 
Hand, to get riid of their Uqcertafi^ty, they 
may be tcix^pted to throw therafelves intq 
the Arms of a Chunh that makes the bpldeft 
Pretences to a cprjtain and infaliiblc (Cure for 
aS Dmhts ; or, on the other Hand, thcyma^ 
be provok'd to throw of ^//Religion, till 
Men (hall be agreed wfjerc the trm Religion 
is. How many njay hereby be expofed 19 
SteptklfWi in fuch an Age as purs more efpc- 
cfally, and difpuie themfelves put of every 
:Thing tho' never fo plafnly reveiard in Scrfp- 
ture, when they fliall fee how weakly fome 
Things of Humane DecifTpn, are advance4 as 
of equal Importance and Authority wnh th^ 
Scriptures ; and defended by fqme as Aich, 
at the. fame Time they are freely and warm- 
ly cenfured and attacked by others? How 
muft thefe Tlinigs unfetrle and confound 
many an hpncfl good Chriilian, and 511 hb 
Soul with endlefs Doubts and Fears? What 
a perpetual Uneafinefs and Perplexity mitft 
he have within hfmfelf? And how will this 
cramp the Vigour of his Mind, make hjs 

. Care and Dili^ance abate, and render-fruft- 
Icfs all his fprTous Refplutfons, and Endea- 

: y6urs, after further Attainments in ufcful 
Knowledge and real Piety ? The Heart w^U 

/be likely pegledeil, where all a Man's Tim^, 
and Concern is taken uptp furnifh his tleai 
with Controyerjy ; and with fuch high and 
difficult Cpntroverfy too, tliat all his Tixpc 
win hardly be fufficient for it. ' When he is 
once entered ipto a boyndlef? Field of Con- 
tcn^iftn, that %1{ engrofs' all ixis Thoughts 

" ' " '■ • ' • apd[ 
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nd Zealj for the Party which he happens to 
all fn with, it may fpon caj up hiV brother- 
ly Love and Chari't/. And when -Once that 
is gone, we may eafily fprefcc what iirill 
likely becpnie of Jiis relfgipus Love pf God 
top. Inftpd oi upful Medttattons ph the in- 
finite Mercies of <3pd,* afid fuitablc IntPre^^ 
ens of his Gooinejs on our Hearts ; We 'may 
be in Danger of (pending all pbr Time in 
Quarrelling, whether fomc ftibtil Men have 
rightly defined the Unity of his Nature, \t^ 
ftead pf cpniidering- iht L^ve of'CpRiST 
pwt Redeemer, how and wherein it. ffaould 
confirain us to feSow his Emmphy in all Purify* 
Meekncfs and Char'tty i we |nay be wholfy 
taken up jn fighting witfi each Ottief al^Out 
the Manner of his ineffable Gener^^fim. ^'So 
likcwife inftead of attending to the M&tioiis 
• pf the Holy Ghbft, and improving them to 
our further Stability in Faith> Increafe in 
Love, and attaining to the Unity of the Spi^ 
tit in the Bond af Peace ; we may unfcttle our 
JFaith, weaken our Love, apd render all 
Peace and tJnity irapoffible, by fierce and 
jimchriftian Contentions, how to adjuft th? 
Difference be^wfcq feneration and Proceffion^ 
Wc have feen the Eaflem and Wejiern Parts 
pf the World irrecoverably divided from 
. pach otketf by putting into a Cr^^^, the Prp^ 
^e^on of lYit Holy Ghofi (torn the Son^ as, well 
as the Father. It may dp us no Harm tq 
icarn Wifdom now at their Expence: A% 
j^aft let us make One Experiment of the 
Virtues pf Meeknefs apd Charity. Let us fee 
for a fmall Time what they can do : And I 
^m p^rfwade^ if they arc ^ver tri^d, the Er 
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vcQt wilil * fully aaCUr^r Expedaclon : Aq4 
jj^pQO^ t^t ^tuxrelj? yxfl) tb have all Breach^ 
fs .hea^^ ;]«rill fet them affde for the fucure, 
%<^t;cy ag^in thofe Methods of Autbority and 
'^rcff yr\f\c\\ have ever widened our Brcach- 
S^ M^ .encreafed -our pi'vifions. Thofc 
j^eti.ipoft ba,ve wrecched Spirits and Ap^* 
^eh^ojSonS) who ib^U fet up thp again as a 
fovj^tig^n Remedy^ which h^s been ufually 
/oup^ nancb worte t^an the Di ftffe- 

^npH E Topers 1 have here laid cogei" 
' -^ tjiet for the Ufc of the PuUick, 
;,W6tc, p^uc into my "Hands by a ycty par- 
ticular Frjendy who allowed me to do 
,,Vith them what I pleafed ; And tho* they 
were writ for his own Ufe zconjtderahk 
< Time agOy they appear fo well fitted to 
' fetve the Caufe of Liherty zn^ Truth in 
' the prefent JunSture^ that I reckon it aa 
Advantage co my Effays^ I can plac^ fuch 
ji Otie ^s Jhii amongft themt 
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A N 

ADDRESS 

T O 

People of All Ranks. 



N Two former Papers I 
hav^ taken the Liberty of 

AddtefEng to Magiftratet » 
and to the Cler^, that I 
might engage them to think 
of Tome Methods {oiSuppreJ- 
fi^ Pice and Prophaneneji ,- and, if they 
could not propofe bttter and more e£|cdual 
Methods^ than thofe alreaij purfued by the 
So CI B Ti £ s for BtfinHatioa tff Mamurst X 
was in hope of prevailing with Same, at 
leaft, to fall in With and affill thofe Sotietie^ 
in their brave and laudable Attempts. 

I do not yet find any new Mfafures fo much 
tsofitred ; nor have I met with any Objedi'> 
ons againft Thofe which are takxn, but what 
will lie againft all Reforming Endeavours 
Hrftatfoercr, where leial ptoficuthai an? 
A a inadQ 
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• 

made nepeflfary. Ahd it i% an intolerable 
Impeachment pf the Wifdom of the Uyfla* 
fure, to fupppfe, that (o many Laws arff 
inade for punffhing Immotulifies, but th||t 
po Men ;^re to be Encouraged, who would 
fet themfclves to take care pf t|ie E^ecutip^ 
pi fu^h Laws : If Criminals ate to $9 
funijbedf they mud be convilied : And how 
(hall that be, without Contriiutors and Profit 
futqrs I wrHiput^ fome tp givf Evi^ence^ 
and others tp give CounUnance to theni iq 
fo doing ? 

I was ambitious frjitq gain the favourable 
Regards of Magtflrates and Mintjlers, who 
have peculiar Advantages by their diilin* 
^ui{il^4 Merit, and piiblick Influence, tp 
promote the Common Good : It is now my 
Concern, to make People of all Ranks fen- 
fiblp, pf the Jl?eed there i$ for thpir Cpnr 
f:urrence anjd Help, to reform a vkiou^ 
Age. I haye reafon to believe that what % 
Jiaye written before, was npt altogether 
without Acceptance jmd Succj^fs: And 
fhprcfore, J promife my (elf, that the 
Freedom I iiall npw ufe ipi this . more gene^ 
ral Addrefs, ^yill be of fpme Service. 

The glorious, but difficult Undertaking, 
jreguires all JIands at work, and every on^ 
rp bear his Part, The Body ' Politick^ like 
the ^atffral Bpdy, confifts pf various Mem- 
pfrs s and tho* fome are more noble an4 
jjxfellept, like thg Head and £ye?, tp go- 
rern and direji ; yet there is need of th? 
left ppbie and pc^ner Part$, like the Hand$ 
and thp Feet, tp aa an^ execute : In th^ 
4ponie s beautiful Allufion : The Epdy is nof 
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pm Mernhfi but many i the Eje cannot fay /» 
fhe Hand, I have no need tf thee ; nor the 
. Head tp the Feet, I have no need of you : And 
thqfe Mjtmters pf the Body which feem to h 
feeble, are necejfarj^ i Con xii, 21. 

I fliall confider the Body of the People, 
according to their di0erent Circfimfiances o£ 
Life, and Capacities of Service ; and tbj: 
dfflerent Purpofes and Ends they are capable 
of feriring in the Bufinefs of Reformation. 

It would be a fingular Adi'antage> if 
Perfons of noble Birth and Condition, would 
countenance the Gentlemen concerned in this 
Honourable Attempt, by fpeaking Well of 
the Defign» and Kindly to Thofe engaged in 
it : Reprefenting it favourably upon proper 
Qccafions to our gracious Sovereign; and 
frowning upon thofe who would reproach 
and ridicule it. And, with all Deference 
to your fuperior Rank, to give Countenance 
to real Virtue and its jealous Friends, if 
no diflionpur to the higheft Charafier ; nor 
would it fully the Glory, or fink the Digni- 
ty of the greatefl Perfonage. No, it would 
add an Ornament to Majefty it felf ; and 
give a Luftre to all the Streams which flow 
irom that Fountain of Honour. There is 
not a more glorious Chara&er in all the 
Heathen Hiftoi^v, than that of the Roma^^ 
Senator, Cato. And what is it that has 
raised him to fucb diftinguiibed Fame^ but 
the fevere F/r/«e of his own Cpnduft, and hi$ 
grej^t Concern to make his FeliowCitizeM^ 
yittuous?' If this was the Way of fixing a 
]afting Renown to the Cbarader of ai^ 
Jfbatheisi Sepf tor> ipan it ^ a Pifgrace to ^ 
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Cbrifiiim Kobleman to take the fame Courfe } 
It woald exalt the Charader, and improve 
the Eftccm of thofe of the mofl (bining Qua- 
litirsy atld confpicuous Merit, among the 
beft Part of Mankind. Let the Socie ties 
have your Smiles, and their Enemies your 
Frowns, and 'tis not to be imagined how 
great Encootagement, at To eafy an Exfime^ 
wirotiid be given to one of the nobleil Dc^ 
figns in the W6rld. It would put new Lifn 
into it, and make it revive at the laft Gafp : 
It would give new Vigour and Strength 
to the Caufe of languifliing Virtue ; and it 
woald abate the Iniolence, at leaft, of Vice. 
This was a Sentiment of Honour obvioqs 
to a Heathen I^h 

NMikas/i^ eft mf^ uMicaf^mm ^ 

If Men of Qualif} #ould favour the Z7^ 
^n^ it would op^n an eafiftr Way for Mett 
IDf ff^kk and SiOfiance cd fuppcArt the Bx^ 
fence of it. There is a vibletit Inclination 
t^d^ be in the Fafliion : And what a Luflf f 
Would it give to your Honour in all othet 
Rei)>efts» fbottld it be ibade fadtionaUe a« 
norig us by your in^ans^ ra app^^ar openly 
the Friends of Virtiitt and Religion, and 
Enemies t6 Profaneneis and Vice } 

Tlwy who by the peculiar Favour of a 
kind PratideMi:i8, are bleft'd witd plentifid 
t^rmmtf ift mdfr particiiiar Obl%ationii 
19 toy 0Bt the Gifts «f HSvifft Ifeunty iQ 

tho 
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tlie Scmce of ytrme^ and to fupporc t(i« 
Intereft of Religion in the World. ¥oa 
can^e be ihfeufible of the chargeable Prefe- 
cutions of the moft fcandalous WickedBefSy 
where there is Money to delay rh« Trytif 
and Cunning to evade the Laws. The 
Contenders for Virtue are often obliged to 
defend, themfelves, at confideraUo 0>ft, from 
malicious Suits ; they arc at a large Ex* 
pence to fpread ufeful Books and publick Ac^ 
twnts of their Proceedings, and to keep 
pefer Sewanu for the federal Purpofes of 
the Society. And can you think it rcafon- 
ablci that fo great a Borden ftould always 
lie on the Generous Fmv» who firft lifted 
Themfelves in this dilRcuIt Service?- Would 
you have them defpair and (ink under D^f- 
couragement tt laft, and leave raging Wick* 
cdnds to (bow its Head every where, and 
ftalk, and brave it about, uncontrouled f 
Have yon no Concem to preferve the few 
Leaoit^s of Vittue and Piety among Us ; 
or will you grudge t^he neseffarj Expence of 
it ? Is not Vice the mod expenfive Thing 
you can maintain, and docs any Thing 
make a greater Wafte of Eftate^ cbUeded' 
with Ihduilry and Care, then when 'tis fa- 
ftionabie for the Hefr of a Family to be a 
Rake, and the Daugbte^Sy Ladfes of Plea* 
fure? Are not the lewd Diverfions of the 
Town the greatefi Devourers of your 
Wealth? And have They any Concern for 
Virtue or the publick Good, who will 
fpare Nothing out of thefr great Abund** 
ance tb fupport a Defiin^ whfch would re« 
irench (iich fliameful E^peacesj and pre- 
ferve 
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fn^c the Morals of thofe abdat theitf 
too? 

How many /are there who enjoy good 
Efiatesy by the BleflTng of that Peace and 
Qrder which they think much to be at 
the Charge of maintaining ? To prevail 
with fuch, to contribute towards others 
Reformation ^ is a Work of as much 
Difficulty as the Reformation it felf : Tis 
fcarce a greater Hardfhip to perfwade fome 
Men to part with their Vices^ than others 
With their Money. They look as if you 
came to Ruin them^ when you ask them 
for fomething for fo good a Purpofe. I. 
wfih they would be brought to refleft on 
the Umeafonablenefs of fuch a ConduA. 

But indeed it is the Cafe of too many to 
be fo Vicious tbemfelves, as to fpend ve« 
ry great Incomes, and fometimes their whole 
EftateSf in the moft criminal and. dlforder- 
ly Manner. Such ha?e nothfng to give to* 
wards the Reforming of others, becaufe they 
have nothing to fpare from thefr own Vices.' 
While they refolve to Indulge themfelves ac 
any Expence^ they will never be at any 
Charge to lay Reftraints upon others. And 
yet, if there be not fome Reflrahts lafd on 
Thofe, who are fct upon Vice without hav- 
ing Eftates to feed it; the Rich vicious 
Man may pofEbiy be coufened, or plunder* 
ed> or fome Way or other made a Prey to 
the Vices of the Indigent, before he Is a« 
ware. And for this Reafon even thqy who 
live in fome Vices themfelves, yet iboald 
be willing to contribute toward a Rilltaia* 
log thofe Vices in fuch as are about them, 

which 
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V^hich threaten Injury to their own Pcrfons^ 
Famih'es, or Eftates. 

There is one Sort of wealthy Perfons, that 
piethinksj (laud peculiarly obliged to fall in 
withj and are even indebted to this Un- 
dertaking of the Soefetiis for Reformation : 
Where any have got their Money by their 
^voii or othert Plc0Sf this is one Way of mak- 
ing a fort of RefHtuthn to. the Publick. To 
tontribute towards a general Reformation^ 
is an iniproving to the nobleft \](e the 
iVa^s iff Unrigbteoufnefs, or the Gain of Of^ 
freffion.. 

But then, on the other Hand> if you have 
railed your Fortune under the Protedion of 
^ virtuous Rigularhyy i:he Obligation to foroe 
Contributions is ks ftrong from Gratitude. 
if Society had become what it might have 
been, for any thing they care who do nothing 
to prevent it, you had not now been Ma«* 
fters of what you have : All would have 
been a Prey to the ftrongeft Invader, or 
the me(i artful Trickfter. 

And this I mud fay to AO Men of Sub- 
fiance^ that however you got what you 
have, I am fure you could not keep it long, 
or enjoy it with Comfort,, if it were not fot 
Reftraints upon the Sons of Riot and Holeme. 
dThey wOuld in a little Time grow too 
boiderous to let you Brood over your Stores^ 
or Bask in your pleafureable Enjoyments. 
1/ all the World were unconcerned, and 
flood* o£f from the Expence which mud at« 
tend Attempts for a Reformation; Vice 
and Wickednefs would foon tear to Peices, 

B and 
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ami dcftr«y every tbing that Hood lib tft< 
Way. 

It would be fit to coniideF, bow far ^^ 
are anfwerable f^r that Immorality and 
t^rofanencfs, thit Drunkefniefsy Sweaflfifgi 
ahd Sabbath* breakitig; TtKofe matty Rumaf 
of Body atid Soul, with alt the CofiAsqiten'^ 
ces of the Growth of Wickednefs ; I fays 
kow far T'bef are Mfwm^le for them, who 
do NotAiti^ towards prtveiitii^ thibte. Tftq 
wealthy Man has it in fai$ Power td do i| 
great deal, upon Mfler Terms than ftibmitting 
to the Drudgery which others will be wiK 
Hug to undergo. A Harfy Subfiriftim from 
fuch might proFe as ferFiceable, as tte 
dailj Attendances of others. Thiere are Fep* 
pie who wi(b well to the Reformation, an4 
tell you they ^my for its Succefis ; but noi( 
2t Penny^ will they give towards it. Where- 
as 'tfs certain the beft Laws in the. WorM 
can never execute themfelves. All the £»- 
/tfZii^ Claufes in the Statute-Book^ all the 
Pomp of Authority in Parchment on!y, can*^ 
not make our Mis of Paritamem Hkc En- 
gines, play of tbemfelves. No mo^e will: 
good Words bear the Chaises ofProTecn- 
tions« The Reformation will have biit few' 
Advocates, if k m^A be lef& to plead ixk 
Forma Pauferh. Starve this Caufe as ibon 
as you will» and the mHerable Codlequen-' 
ces will imielve you and your Pofteritjri 

{And it may hereafter be fiiid ov^ our Rut- 
ins, that we deftroyM our felves tP five 
Charges « And Heaven may jiiftly pro- 
nounce over Vis, Let ^imwhe h fhhy be fi/^ 
tbfm If 
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If while chefe Socictits o^pofe theft 
whole For^e, and united Strength, backed 
with the Authority of Publick Lawsj it is 
a$ mqch as they can do to make an hchoar^ 
ableStand» and prevent the mod vile and 
ibocking Inftances of Open Wickednefs ; if 
tefolved Sinners* who ak*e^a National Nui- 
fAncet can find Money:> I^riends and Advo* 
ipates, to ba^ the Laws> and by increaf^- 
ing tl)e Charge of Profecution^, make the 
Laves Tbemfelves 4 T'mor to Them whd 
do well I If thofe Laws which fence ou If 
Property, and guard our Peace, are To oft* 
en vic^ted) and Dl(fi>lutenef$ and Debauch- 
cry face the Sunt ^^d brave both God and 
Man ; Lord God of Heaven ! What would 
it be if there were Mw vM ^aSiJ for Jtk- 
fiice^ or made the Laws be bedtd and Tele 
by z due Execution, which is their only 
$9gnificanCy I Tte Devil would return upoii 
Us with Sev^n Sftirits w^fe than the former 1 
aisd the latter End be worfr v)hb us than fh$ 
Beginning. All futile Attempti for a Re^ 
forming Society would be }«nighed out of 
Countenance, by the Example of the prt:- 
lent Defeat Aiul the wide Defelation of 
^ overfiiywing Fhai, which had been a long 
Time fwelling upon its Dam, and ac 
Length h^ borncdown all before it ; Would 
be bur a fai^t EUfesiblaoce of the Terrors 
0f thk^Dellise p( Ini^itj^y whkh W0utd c0m« 
li^HMi us ; and which we tremble to think oP, 
«ad find iopoffihle to deferibe. ^ ^ 

I would earneftly recommend it to thoAs 
Wll9 «^i ia Wydam and Ffud^cey and 

8 ^ M€^ 
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Methods of G>ndudf who are skilled iq 
JHiftory and Lawsy and the Difftfitions o£ the 
People, tq aflift the Societies by theic 
Counfel and Advice. There is fcarce a greac« 
cr Occafion for the Exercife of all the 
Wifdom and Knowledge which any ^an 
podelfcs, than in Jomt of the Affairs of the 
Society ; where the Matter is often intri« 
cate in it felf| and fometimes ftudioufly in? 
volved and perplexed ; and needs the ut« 
mod Skill and Care, that the Courfe of 
their Management may be always Regulac 
and Juft, and the leaft liable to Cenfure 
and Reproach. The exad Knowledge of 
the Lamj^ and various Precedents in Hifti>z 
Xjt may be made very ferviceable to this 
P^iign ; and Matters may be much tiluftraT 
ted and enlivened by proper Fads and £x« 
apiples, and by the Teflimony and Jud^^ 
ment of the beft X^en in every Age. 'Tis 
|io fmall Advantage whfch the Refutattok 
pf Learnin|; and Wifdom, as well as the 
£xer(:ife ot it, is capable of giving i and 
the Ap^obatt^n of many of the Bijhofs and 
^u4ge^ in the Accent of the Societies ; and 
t)ie tnany Excellent Sermqns from fome of 
the C/^rjj^, the moft Eminent for Piety and 
2eal, as well as CharaSer and Dignity in 
^he Chur(:h, have given a confiderable Cre* 
dft and Strength to Them. And the uni. 
ied Attempts of the Dtjfenting Minifters and 
^entlef^en, with thofe of the Eftablijb'd Churchy 
it muft be allowed, have been very fervice- 
able. Now if Thofe who have the greatcft 
Attainments iq Knowledge> and Expert 

?ncc 



People^/ AU Kanh, 13 

l^nce in the Laws of the Land, and Affair^ 
pf the World, and who have often LeiTurc 
and Oppqrtunity, would heartily concur 
in attending t|ie Servjj:e, dircding the Me- 
thods pf Prpcedure, vindicating the Caufci^ 
and |uftifyfng the Copdud of the Socutiesij 
\t would no doubt be a nqble Addition to 
their prefent Glory, and not ap all below 
the Highcft Chara^erj either of Wifdom or 
Honour. 

If Men of any figure ^nd Reputafiqn i^ 
the World, who have Weight and Influence^ 
in the Places where they live, and Whoni 
all about Them are ready to follow, and 
prpud to conform Thenifelves to, we^'e but 
known Favourers pf the Reformfng Socicr 
ties, They roi^ht render them much more 
Cpnfiderablp and Succefsfql than They are 
at prefent. 

And there is one Way of affifting them^ 
which I would earneftly beg of All who are 
iookM at as Examples by Others ^ and I 
doubt not but every Member of t)ie Sp- 
c I E T I £ s would gladly fet h^s Hand to 
the Requeft, v\i. " Thit by their «x«;i| Vtr^ 
1* tmus Behaviour f they would endeavour to 
^* correft the Fsces and Diforders of Others/ 
If Men of Note were more careful of their 
pwn Conduft, and Regular and Exemplary in 
their Lives, it would go a gr^at way tq 
bear down the Lobfenefs and Corruption of 
the Age, and fave the Societies the Labogr 
fjjf RdRormation, and prevent them in fom? 
of the diiScalt Parts of their Undertaking. 



14 ^^ Address tQ 

*Tis not fufficicntly con0dered, of what 
Confcquence the Example of the Gentry 
and better fort of People is^ in every Neigh- 
bourhood) to Multitudes round about them ; 
How many they mi^ht influence and lead 
in the Paths of Virtue by the Power of 
their Exam^le^ what o^ Credit the^ might 
give Religion by thgir Pradi?^ of ft ; and 
what an Awe and Reftraint they might 
lay upon licentious Wickednefs. And wha| 
have They to anfwer for> who by their 
}ew4 I^ives and Irregularities corrupt a 
whiple Neighbourhood) keep Vice In Coun- 
tenance) and are the; Ornaments and Sup* 
Sorts of the Devils Kingdom in the World i 
uch Men do more to debauch the Worldi 
than 9 whole Society is abl^ to retrieve ; 
and V^ the fame time They make the great** 
eft Occajion for Them) They become the 
greateft ObftruUtQu to their Succefs. ^/ 

They wjho can do no mor^y might at Iea& 
l^e Ufefui in affifting Qthers by th^ir 7im 
aod Pains : Ading under Thofe who ar^ 
principal in the Societies) and putting in 
execution the Meafures concerted* And 
tho* I would have none engage in a Mattel 
pf this Natur^) to the Neglfd of their F4« 
^ilifs and their Bt^mfs ; for that would 
$ring 4 Refie&ion upon the Reformati9% 
|nd be a Qiforder fit to be reformed ^ ye| 
there 4rQ Many Peribns who ace not ablf 
Ip do much perhaps to dired> ^r iapportt 
who might fpend Jomf Houri now and thcft 
(n this Service) without any Premdicg toi 
^licir fltpn Affasrs^ and tQ th? gr?»t Beneidt of 
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the Societies. Many Hands employed 
fh the fcveral Parts of the Work, wOuld 
hiigbtity adimare and encourage all that are 
concerned ; atld at the fame time ^Oiitd 
Ie(&n the Charge, and make the greater 
I>ifpatch. And can you be engaged ill 
nobler Bufinefs, more pteafing to God, be- 
neficial to yoar Country, or delightful td 
your fclves, if you have ever felt the Powet 
of true Love to God, or Beneficence to 
Kfankind ? Might not many leifure Hours» 
fauntered away in ufelefs Vifits and idle 
Chat, in haunting Coffte-Houfes and en- 
quiring News, be more profitably redeem'* 
ed for fuch a Purpofe ? Are there Kone 
of the Fdends of Virtue and Religion a*^ 
mong the lower Orders of MeUj, who (;aff 
hoaQ; of as true a Zeal, and (incere Intenti« 
on, as any of more exalted Stations, and 
greatet Advantages ? 

Tou cannot fay T(m are XJncbncefned i f6t 
'tis the Bafinefs of every good Chriftian^ of 
every good Man^ of every good Citizen^ to 
do 'what is in his Power, to prevent the 
BiiFolution of Manners, and the Riiin of 
Virtue, arid hiV Fellow Citizens. And i$ it 
not in your Power to be of fome Service ia 
this Cafe i Can't you cottie upon Offica^ 
when bgatff called to Them ; and wheoi 
you are in Them, aflift the Societies ta 
your utmoft I Don't decline the honourable 
Service* tha Difficulty aod Hazard may 
fometimes attend k, under the Call of Pi*o- 
videftce, atid in the Way of your Duty f 
l&tttknow, if you are afted by fight Prlftcf- 

pl€s. 
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toiest tho* in the lower Services of publicig 
Refonhiition, you are bearing a Pare in thd 
nobieft Defign, and will fhare in the glori- 

das Recompence of Reward. 

A^airi) can*t you lend your Help (bme*^ 
f imes towards the fuppreffing of Vice, by 
affiftihg to taki up and to conviii Otfenders f 
Perhaps y6u will ijiy> That t6 turii Informers^ 
is to expofe your felves to fo much Hatred 
and Contempt, and may bring fo many 
Lodes or Inconirenieficies upon yoUi that 
you are not for being concerned iti this 
Way. To which it may be rep lied ^ That a 
gteat part of the Reproach caft upon Infar* 
men of Vtce^ is a real Glory ; and the iLo(* 
fes fufiain^d One wayy may be abundantly, 
made up another. 

"^^ Art Informer was indeed jufUy hated and 
jifpoken againftf when it was the Bufinefs o^ 
iM' i inch to break up Religious jlffembUes^ and td 
hale Men and Women before the Magh 
[firate^ for no Other Crime but worfiipping 
UGod according to their Confciences. For m/. 
part, I am not for Peoples going to infbrni 
even again ft the prefent Nonjurors^ merely 
on account of thw feparate Worjhtp. To gttt 
PoiTeflion of Mens Goods, or to extort 
large Finei from them, as fome Informer^ 
were wont to do, merely for Difierences in 
Religion, is a Scandal to me, on all Hands: 
But to break up Houfes of Lewdnefs ; and 
to bring common Swearers and Curjersy and 
Trofaners of the UrJ^s-Day^ to fucb Punifh-^ 

ment as the Lavi appoints, in order to their 
Reformation and Amendment ; this furelyi in- 

ftead 
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fteard of bringing Reproach^ muft procure 
Venerationf In the Opinion of the wifcr 
and better Part of the World it wiH certain- 
ly do fo : And that fecret Teftimony which 
you have on your fide, even in the Breafts 
of offenders themfelves, will make fome of 
them jeverence youj And as for thofe who 
become profligate and hardened in their 
Impieties, one would rather glory in their 
{Reproaches than in their Applaufes. 

. I am fenfible indeed^ that of late Years 
the Informers SLud Profecutors of Immoralities* 
have been generally fpokea againft ; and 
by fome of the Bettet Part of the World 
too. The DeteAing of an Immorality (as Q n 
I am inform'd) in One that a certain Lord ' -^ 
Cbief Jufiice had a Refpei^ for^ made him 
an Enemy to the Agents for the Reformers 
ever aftet7 And the Courts of Judicature 
took a Turn againft them by his means, , 
which for fome time proved an unfpeak- 
able Difad vantage to themr It has alfo 
been of|f:en publifli*d to the World, ^^ that . 
•^ Conftables and Others^ who never were 
f^ concerned in the S o c i e t i e 5, have taken 
*^. Bribes of Lewd Perfons j and have been 
*< guilty of /ndifcreet^ and fometimes of 
^^ wtcked Pradices, the Scandal of whofc 
** Mifdcmeanours is thrown at the Door of 
•* tho Jnformerf But when any through par- 
ticular Pique, or Falflbood, are thus a- 
fpers^d ; one would never decline appear- 
ing in a good Caufe for the fake. of fucb A- 
fperfions. 

■ . * ■ 

ficfidest 
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Bcfides, there arc fcvcral forts of lufot'' 
ffursf that may help to brfng this Name fn-^ 
to Contempt at prefent^ wh6 ad quite in 
another Sphere to that of the S o c i e t i £ s 
for Refotmation. I am told there are Thofe 
whofe Bufiuefs it is to Inform of Hawkers^ 
PtdlerSf Runners 0/ Gofulsj znd the likeOfien- 
ders againft the Lams of the Land ; and 
there are others that Inform againft Bakers^ 
ViRuallirsy and other Tradets^ who fell un* - 
der Witght and M^afufe. Upon what Prin- 
ciple thefc People aft) whether out of Re- 
gard to the Law or their own Intereft ; and 
what Opinion is to be formed of themi I 
fball not here go about to determine. 

But the Members of the S o c i e t i e s for 
Rfformatson, who inform againft thofe Cry^ ^ 
hg Sns which it is their Concern to fupprefs* 
are known to zSt upon the beft of Prin- 
ciplesy and with the moft difinterefted Views. 

ii any of their Agents have not Ibeyrn a 
confummate Prudence^ or been able in nli 
things to aA as one would wifli ; why, this 
methinks Ihould provoke fome others to be 
aBive : And inftead of deferring the Work, 
to take it out of fuch as they efteem weak 
Hands, and do all they can to promote it 
more eflfeftually* and recommend it to the 
World. 

Upon the whole of what I have offered 
concerning this Matter, I hope that hone ^ 
will be difcouraged by that Artifice of the 
Enemies of the Reformatioui a reprefenting 
the Adors in it under the odious Chara&er 
of If^mers : As if they were ading a Par- 
tial 



/ 



People of all Ranks. 19 

tial and Mercenary Part, bufily intermed- 
dting with Others Affairs, and necdlefsly 
difturbing their Neighbour s Repofe. Thcr^ 
is great Ambiguity and Deceit, as I have 
fhewiij in the ufc of the Word Jnfcrmer: There 
is a Senfe of it the moft hateful ^nd abhor* 
red ; When loofe and profane People, of- 
tentimes the iQweft, as well as the vlleft of 
Men, from Qreedirfefs of Hire, and Ha« 
tred of Gopdneis, are employed to hunc 
out the Meetings of Religious People for 
the Wor&ip of God, and dlftiirb Them in 
their Way to Heaven ; wreathing their Ma- 
lice, aqd making their f*ortunes, by the 
Prosecutions and Ruins of innocent People^ 
who were defigniqg their mn Geod^ and 
doing m Injury to any Other : There is an 
Infamy refts upon the Charafters of thoft 
Informers^ who executed unrighteous Laws 
under the Influence of To^ljl} Councils i 
Laws that were voted injurious by Parlia- 
ments then in Being, and abrogated by the 
wifer Prince$ and Parliaments ever fince: J 
■ But now when Goodand Virtuous Men* 
put of Zeal to Goo» and Compafljon to 
Men, endeavour to refcue the Enfnared 
from Courfes of deftruftive Wickednefs i to 
, execute jufi and righteous Laws, and prc^ 
.vent the Judgment of God upon the Pub- 
l^ck ^the Id^a of It^ornser is entirely alter- 
ed. The Odrum quite vani/hes. 'Tis a lau- 
dable and nkCvl Zeal, to prevent Perfonal 
and Pubiick Mifchlef, and promote the In- 
tereft and Welfare of the whole Comma- 
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'Tis certain, that merely to injwm Agaiilft 
Any.is no ill Thf n?: for every Loyal Subjed, 
from the greateft Peer of the Land, to thef 
meaneft Peafant, who has iaken the Oath 
of Allegiance, is obliged to inform againii 
IreafoHs and D^flgns of MiTchief to th^ &>* 
vereign and the Government ; and Ws Mif- 
prtjton of Treafon, to Conceal or cover ' a 
known Defign of ii in Any. And will not 
an Upright Concern for theGlory of Gob, 
and the General Good, fuftlfy an equal Kt^ 
gard, and oblige every Otie who (lands 
lifted under the Banner of Chrift, and en- 
gaged in the Chriftian Warfkre, tc) d'etda 
and punifli open Enemies to the Soverefgu 
of the World, add the Soctetfis to whieh 
They belong ? Nbr is it the Rum or Hurt 
of Any which is intended : But the Shime 
and Piiniftment of open Wickednefs, is in 
order to reclaim men, and fotof tevcntThcffr 
Own Ruin and Others Hurt. Our Rieformers 
fiand ready to embrace Them upon their 
Return. And> as many have been reco* 
vered from Courfes of Wfckedneft by the 
Society's Endeavours ,- fo, fomc have joih^ 
cd with them, like the ^ Apoftle Prf«/, in 
fupporring a Defign which once they de- 
ftroyed. They owe their Recovery to the 
Reforming Societies, and' pay their Ac- 
knowledgments in cheerful Service toward 
the Recovery of Others/ ■ 

And now let me ask what in all the 
World can be looked upon as a Greater, 'oi, 
more Unfverfal Concern? To fee,' that Cd^ 
j^f not defpif^d and blafpheihed by hl^ o^q( 
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Creatures, and in his own World: That 
^Societies l>e hot thrown into Confufion, or 
Disbanded, by the entire Failure of Virtue 
and Honefty from among lis : That C/^iei 
be not overthrown by the Impieties a^id 
Iniquities which abound in Ttiem: Tnat 
the Publick JVorfijp do hot come to be blaf- 
phemed and abufedi or totally neglededf 
or vainly and to no Purpofe attended up- 
on : That Families be not corrupted arid 
broken to Pieces by the growing Diforders 
of vicious Members ; and that they who 
are above private Corredions and Re* 
jproofs, or have found out Methods to 
efcape, and get out of the Way of them» 
ibay not go on to debauch and ruin others 
Wfthoqc Punifhment and Reftrainc: That 
Men may not be left to the Natural EffeSi 
and Confequence of prevailing Vices; to 
grow Ihfolent fn their Tempers, and throw 
Contempt upon every Thing that is regu- 
lar and orderly ; defpi(7ng Governments and 
Magtflratesj and the Minifters of Religion, 
and All who have any Solrtety among theit: 
Neighbours. Such Condderations are great 
enough, one would think, to rowfe the 
Concern of every Man, who either loves 
his Cotintry, his Family^ his Friends and Ke^ 
lationsy or hxsovin Soul. 
' And fhis is a Cpncern as Univerfal as it 
is Great ; and extends to all Ranks and Or- 
ders of Mehr who upon peculiar Accounts, 
jfre deeply interefted, and obliged, to dq 

^It they can for tht Rcftralning of Vki^ 
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and encouragement of Virtue* Every Man 
who has a rsLwily of his own* ihould beftir 
himfclf to prevent the Corruption of his 
Chiidicn, and Servants. And I don't fee 
how any Man can anfwer it to himfelf to 
negleft that which might either fave the 
Publick, or any private and particular Per- 
foui when there are Societies erefied for 
this very Purpofe, and every Man may be 
fome Way or other ferviceable to Them^ 
and affifted by Them. 

Who that has any Reverence for God 
and Religion, any Love to Virtue, or 
Good Will to Mankind, can look uncpn- 
cerned, while Profanenefs and Debauchery 
bid Defiance to Laws, and fpread uncon- 
trouled ? Was it not a noble Attempt in 
Tbofe who firft endeavoured to ftem the 
. Tide, and oppofe the Increafe of Wicked- 
nefs, by helping forward the Execution of 
wbolfome Laws ? And is it not a brave 
Spirit which has carried them thro* it, at 
, no little Expence to Themfelves, and a- 
gainft much Oppofition from the united 
Forces of Thofe They wocild endeavour to 
reform? This has been their Cafe, whilft 
coo Many who would pafs for the Friends 
of Virtue, have fatisfied Themfelves with 
U^Jbing Them Good Succefs ; but have giv- 
en nd G>untenance to their Proceedings, 
nor contributed any Thing to their Help. 

What Ibould be the OrigiwU of this Io« 
difi^ren^^ ? Are Men afraid to appear on 
(he Side of Virtue and Piety, or aibamed 

to 
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to own that they are among their Friends ? 
Or do they think it an unneceflary Inter-^ 
meddling in AflFairs which don't belong to 
them^ They would not have the fame Ap- 
prehenfions if a Fire were kindled in their 
Neighbourhood> or a Peftilential Difteioiper 
fpreading around them. They would think 
Tbemfelyes concerned to do all in their 
Power to flop the Progrefs. And fball 
fpreading Debauchery make daily Wafte 
of the fmall Remains of Virtue among XJs, 
and from Time to Time fill up the Mea- 
fure of our Sins, and will any Good Man 
think it Unnecedaryi or Officious, to help ^ ^ 
to prevent the deadly MIfchief ? Is it noc 
every Man's 0)ncem in his Place to pro- 
mote the Intereft, and prevent the Ruin of 
Virtue ? Is not prevailing Wickedneis per- 
nicious to all Communities, and the rui- 
nous Effeds obvious to every Eye ? Do's 
it not make Children DifToIute and Rebel- 
lious ; Servants, Negligent and Injurious ; 
Magiftrates, Indolent or Oppreffive ; Tra- 
ders Remifs or Lavilb ; and all Ranks of 
Men, Slaves to a vile Inclination, and un- 
attentive to proper Employs ? And muft 
not this tend to confume the Spirits and 
untie the Bands of all Society ? And has that 
Man any Concern for the Publick Intereft, ^ 
or his own> which is involved in it, who 
can look on unmove4» and remain unen- 
gaged ? 

In Cafes of common Dairger, ^very htstn 
is interefted ; and he muft be either infenfi* 

blc 
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ble of the Danger, or have no Regard to 
the common Welfare , who Has no Concern. 
But WhOi that can fee and think at alU 
cannot fee the Danger In fuch a Cafe ^ And 
i$ that Man worthy the Name of a Ciiizehf 
who has no Regard to the Welfare o( Cf« 
thers> or to preveqt the Ruin of the Cdm- 
munlty ? I hope all the Men of Virtue a- 
mong lisj whether in higher or lower Sta- 
tioite) will be afhai^ed of a Pretence which 
carrfes fo ihuch Slighting to Virtue and 
Good Manners ; and fo great a Difregard 
to the Honour, Intereft and f^rofperity of 
the Pubhck. For, whatj! is it none of my 
Concern whether my Children are Dutiful 
and Virtuous, whether my Servants are 
Frugal and Dil/gent ; whether my Neigh- 
bours are Honeft and Friendly; whether 
my Countrymen are Perfons of Sobriety and 
Integrity, or univerfally Corrupt and Diffo* 
lute? And, whether my Native Country be a 
Scene of all manner of Lewdnefs, Irregularity 
and Uproar; or a Scene of Peace, good Or- 
der, and Sobriety ? In a Word, Is it not my 
Concern whether my Country is ruined, or 
preferred ; and my Own as well as the 
Publick Interefts, and Thofc of Pofterity 
as well as the prefent Age, be loft, or favM ? 
Are all Mankind unconcerned at the liceiv^ 
tious Progrefs o( Vice, and not afliamed of 
this Inditferetice ? Or do they reckon the 
Attempt defperate, aAd that the Societies 
muft dfsband? The Negleft of thofe Friends 
of Virtue and of their Country, whofe 
Caufe I am pleading, is wh^ I am 

per-: 
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Ikm perTwaded gives Them the greateft Di(^ 
coaragemcntj and is a Mortification beyond 
the Oppofition and Refentmedt of Thofe 
whom They would refomu 

But let any Man confider the BmUs% by 
which the Societies propofe to Tbemfelve* 
to aft> and I apprehend no Prejudices will 
lie againft them» amongft the wife and fo* 
ber Part of the World i It will rather 
be the Concern of every Good Man to en* 
courage and affift them. They are under 
peculiar Obligations from their own Rule^ 
to aft with tr$$e Humilitj of Heart i a difin* 
terejied Mind; habitual Prayif i it9ifHgned 
Charity to aB*Meni and Rejignatton to the Di* 
vine Providence in aB Events V)l)icb maj hefaU 
them. And as they ad upon the nobleft 
Principles^ fo \% their Spirit and Conduft 
the mod Generous. The Defign which 
they are purfuingi has been renacred very 
coftly by Suits and incidental Charges^ as 
well as by a neceflary ftated Escpence : And 
yet upon the Con virion of Oflfenders, Chac 
Haff which the Law allows to the Inform* 
er, they conftantly remit to the Poor of the 
Partjbi to prevent any Umbrage of felfilii 
and mercenary Views. 

And can any Man make a Pretence that 
there is ill Defign» or d i (honourable Adlngt 
to dffcourage his ready Concurrence wl(h 
the Societies? Of can there be wanting a 
cheerful Zeal, in a Caufe which includes 
the moft eminently Wife and Good on one 
Side, and all the loofe profligate Part of 

D (be 
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|hf ^KK\d on (&( itfj^ M ^m not wftlioot 
tl^qfie (l^ii; Caod vlU yet puc Life and Sp{' 
itc ^t<f this glorious Undcrtikingi and 
mal(e it revive and floutift- However. I 
1«T^ chf Sxti^a^on ai contributing my 
tucerc $^{idear()u»( a^ an Autbor. to fcrv6 
it: Xn4 i^ It finally mHcarry (which God 
S&^iii I truft tbat no Share of the BUme 
k4 ^ Uid ac my Door. 
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